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THE PREFACE. 

BOTH the writing of thcfe Familiar Litters^ 
and rlie demand that has been for them, were 
equally uncxpefted by me. I fhould certainly have 
contented mylcif with the publication of my Sermon 
m the Corporation and Tefi A^s^ if I had not been 
called fordi to &y fomething more by the injurious 
reprefentation that was given of the Diffenters in 
general, with manifeft allufions to myfelf in par- 
ticular, by Mr. Madan, a clergyman highly and 
juftly relpefled in the place where I live. 

Alfoy as his reflections were not con&ied to the 
lubjeft of the above mentioned A£bs, there was an 
evident call upon me to give //f A/ on thofe other fub- 
jefe on which he appeared to me to have thrown 
darknejs. 1 therefore thought it highly proper to 
correct the views that he had ^ven of the principles 
of the DilTenters, and efpecially of the Unitarians^ 
and alfo to Ihew my neighbours the real conftitu- 
tion of that church of which he was fo ftrenuous an 
advocate. If the principles of the Diiientcrs, and 
of the Unitarians, appear to advantage on the com- 
parifon, it is an advantage which they derive from 
trutby and the occafion of giving it was not fought 
for by myklf. 

Though thefe Letters were never advertifed in 
any London Newfpaper, they have, by fome means 
or other, been more generally known, and read^ 
then moft of my publications. In confequence of 
this, befides a republication of all the feparatc Parts 
(five in all) of which they originally confifled, I have 
now thought proper to republiili the whole in an uni- 
form manner, with a few additions and corredtions. 

The demand for the Utters to Mr. Bum, occa* 
lioned by bis to me, has been nearly equal to that 

A for 
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for the Familiar LeUerSy efpecially on account of 
Exira&s from the Preface having been printed fcpa- 
rately^ and fent from this place to every member of 
the Houft of Commons, and to all the biftiops, im- 
mediately before the late debate on the fubjecft of 
the Corporation and Teft Adls, Highly unfair and 
fliameful as that proceeding was, it is even ap- 
plauded by Mr. Madan in his Letter tome; fo blind 
can party fpirit make men to the true colour of 
their own conduct:, and that of their friends. Thclc 
Letters to Mr. Burn being, in feverai refpedls, finii- 
lar to the Familiar Letters, and the fubjeft being 
refumed in them, it has been thought advifeable to 
reprint them together, rather than feparately. It 
muft be remembered, however, that the publi- 
cation of them preceded that of the Familiar 
Letters. 

Though this is properly a local controverjy, yet 
on this republication, for more general ufe, it has 
been thought proper to retain moft of the local cir- 

cumftanccs ; partly becaufe it would not have been 
eafy to feparate them from the reft, and alfo becaufe 
they tend to intereft the reader in the difcullioni 
and the names only being changed, the defcriftims 
will equally fuit other perfons, and other places. 
The circumftances relating to the DifTentcrs at Bir- 
mingham are by no means peculiar to this place ; 
and fuch clergymen as Rlr. Madan, and Mr. Bui'n, 
are to be found in many places. Bigotry and preju- 
dice abound too much even in thb enlightened age, 
and affeft many charaftcrs in other relpefts truly 
valuable. With thefe confiderations, which candour 
and juftice require, the obfervations in thefe Letters 
will be of as much ufe in one part of the kingdom 
as in another. 

It is to be wifticd, however, that the friends of 
religious liberty and free inquiry, would take ad- 
vantage 
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vantage of all local circumitances, to draw the at* 
tendon of their particular neighbours to important 
fubje£ts. For where writers and their connexions 

are known, more perfons will read, and of courfc 
will be imprefTed, by their publications, than where 
they are altogether unknown. A pamphlet, or a 
lermon^ that defcrvcs no notice with refpedt to its 
gmeral argument, and the knowledge of which will 
never reach the nation at large, may with great pro- 
priety be anlwercd iii the place, or neighbourhood, 
in which it was publifhed. Thus may a whole 
country be inftru<5ted by parts, m a number of local 
publications, when no one treatife, though ever fo 
ably written, would Hifficiently engage the attention 
of all. Belidcs, there are prejudices againft fbme 
men, and their writings, which do not affed others. 
What I have done at Birmingham, may be con- 
Ildered as a fpecimen of what I wiih to fee done by 
other perfons in other places. 

To what I have written on the fubjeft of fubfcrip^ 
tiotty I would add that, judging by appearances, the 
clergy are now made to fubfcribe to what it is im- 
poflible that many of them can be acquainted with, 
and what, I will venture to lay, they would all con- 
demn if they were. 

In the durty fixth Article, they are made to aC- 
fert that " the book of confecration of the arch- 
bifhops, &c. lately fet forth lii the time of Ed- 
ward the VI. doth contain all things neceflary to 
fuch confecration and ordering j neither hath it 
any thing that of itfelf is fuperftitious and ungodly. 
And therefore whofocver are confecrated, or 
" ordei ed, according to the rites of that book 
fince the fecond year of the forenamed king Ed- 
ward unto this time, or hereafter fliall be confe- 
crated, and ordered^ according to the f^e rites, 

"wc 
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we decree all fuch to be rightly, orderly^ and 
" lawfiiUy, conftcrated and ordered." 

It fhonld feem, therefore, that it was the fir ft edi~ 
tion of this book, printed A. D. 1549, that is even 
nouo aflerted to contain ViO\h\n!gJuperftitious and it is 
Hiid that no copy of this edition is to be found in the 
libraries of Oxford or Cambridge, or in the Bridih 
Mufeum. But by favour of the Rev. Mr. Jofiah 
Thonnpfon, whofe property it is, 1 have one now in 
my poffeffion, as it was formerly in that of Dr. 
Furneaux, who gave an account of it in the lecond 
edition of his£^//^rj to Dr.Blackfione,T>lat€,p» 89, &c. 

In this book the oath of fupremacy, to be taken 
by the perfon ordained, contains & (blemn promife, 
to obierve all the Afts of Parliament that were then 
made, or to be made, in derogation of the autho- 
*^ rity of the bilhop of Rome, and in corroboration 
*^ of the king's power, as head of the church con- 
cluding with fo belpe m God, aU JaitUes^ and the 
" holy Evangelift'^ Seep. 8, 9.*. 

If, therefore, this be the edition approved of by the 
thirty fixth Article, the clergy who fubfcribe it do, 
in faft, declare their approbation of any Ads of 
Parliament that may ever be made on the fubjeAs 
above lpeci{ied$ and, that there is nothmg/uperjli^ 
thus in iwearing by the faints, and the holy evan- 
gelift, which ever of the four was nieancf 

• At the end of this oiiuon is, 

RiCHAROus Grafton 

typographus Regis excudebat 

Menfc Mart if 
A. M. D,XUX. 
Cum pri'viUgio ad imprimendum felum* 

M 

f This is piobably a mifprint for e^vangeUJfs, The form of an oath 
in iSt»Rmim Potttificalt publiihed at Venicey in 17x0/1% Sk meDeus ad* 
juvet, et h4Ufan£ia Dei cvangelia. So help me God, and tbefe his hofy 
gofpels. p. 55, and Other places. I have not obfervedin it any fweaiing 
by the iaints* 

It 
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It is true that M of Un^ormily ena£b; that 

all fubfcriptions to this Article Ihall be oonftnied 
" to CKtend to the book of Charles II. in fuch fort 

and manner as the fame heretofore extended to 
" the book of Edward VI." But if the approba- 
tion of boib the books was not intended, why does 
the Article, as now fubfcribed, make any mention 
of the book of Edward VI ? If the fubfcription 
docs not extend to this alfo, why is it not ftruck 
out, and that of Charles II. put in its place? 

It appears, however, from Bijhop Burnet's Hiflory 
(f the Reformatum^ Vol. II. p. 289, that an a& of 
parliament was nude in 15529 to authorize a new 
Common Prater Booky according to fome alterations 
that had been agreed on the year before, and to this 
was annexed the form of making biJhcpSy priefsy and 
deaconsy but without the intimation of any alteration 
being then made in this office. If thefe objeftion- 
able paflages were then left out, it will not be fo 
evident that every thing vti the former edition is 
now to be approved, though perfons confecrated ac- 
cording to it be declared to be rightly confecrated. 
It certainly behoves all who fubfcribe the thirty- 
nine articles to inform themfelves how the cafe 
really -ftapds. 

How dai^rous and enfiiaring a thing is this bu- 
finefs of fubfcription, and how little care has been 
taken by the legiflature to prevent even uncertainty 
with relpcdt to it. I mention this circumftance in 
order to apprize thofe who have fubfcribed, but ef- 
pecially thofe who intend to fubfcribe, of their fitua^ 
tion; that they may fatisfy thennfelves what it is 
that their fubfcription really implies. I mean thofe 
who wifh to fubfcribe bona fide^ and not with any 
of the fourteen miferable fubterfuges which I have 
enumerated at the clofe of my Defences of UnitarioM'* 
ifm for the Tears 1788 and lyi^, which imply no 

A 4 belief 
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belief in any of the artldes. To fuch it mult be a 
matter of perfed indifference what is impticd in any 

of them. They are ready, for the fame emolument, 
to fubfcribe any thing, even unjeen. For what fig- 
nifies feeingy or reading the articles, if, after ail, they 
are to be fubfcribed without being believed ? 



Many perfons into whofe hands thefe Letters may 
fell, ei^cially at fome diitance of time, will hardly 
be able to underftand what is faid in them of my 
comparifon of the progrefs of free enquiry ^ to die 

aftion of gunpowder i and it makes me fmile to 
think there jfhould be any occafion to explain it. 
It may be of ufe, however, to fliew how ready fome 
people are to eavil at the moft innocent things, when 
they have a previous, though ill-grounded, ftifpicion 
of a man's intentions. The almoft incredible num- 
ber of times that this fimple comparifon has been 
^quoted, or alluded to, by the enemies of the Dif- 
lenters, Ihews alio how tremblingly alive they are to 
the apprehenfion of danger to their fyftem, and 
gives me an idea that I own I had not before, of the 
weaknefs of it. To us this affords no unpleafant 
profpec^, and it may tempt us to Iport with their 
fears on other occaTions. 

To my 4$*^!!^ m Free Enjuhy, preached Nov. 5, 
1785, 1 added fome Refie^ums m the prefent State of 
it in this Country y and in them may be leen the fol- 
lowing unfortunate paragraph^ which, when I read to 
a friend before it went to the prefs, he prophetically 
told me would make much noife 1 but I believed 
him not. 

Let us not therefore be difcouraged, though, 
for the prefent, we fee no great number of 
"churches profeliediy unitarian. It is fufficiently 
evident that unitarian principles are gaining 

" ground 
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ground every day. Every attempt to iupprefi 
them, by writing or otherwiie, has hitherto been 

*^ favourable to their fpread, and we may be con- 
*^ fident it ever will be fo. We arc now fowing 
the feeds, which the cold of winter may prevent 
from iprouting, but which a genial fpring will 
make to ihoot and fpring up $ fo that the field 
idiich to day appears perre£Uy naked and barren, 
may to-morrow be all green, and promife an 
abundant harvell. The prefent filent propagation 
" of truth may even be compared to thofe caules in 
nature which lie dormant for a time, but which, 
in proper circunnftances, aft with the greateft 
"violence. We are, as it were, laying gunpowder, 
" grain by grain, under the old building of error 
*^ and fuperftition, which a fmgle Ipark may here- 
after inflame, fo as to produce an inflantaneous 
ejqdolion; in confequence of which that edifice^ 
the ereAion of which has been the work of ages, 
may be overturned in a moment, and fo efleftu- 
ally, as that the fame foundation can never be 
built upon again." Dijcourjes, p. 184, 
Let the reader now judge whether any thing 
nrioktit was hmnded^ or in the moft dtftant manner 
alluded to by me; and yet this very paragraph did 
I hear Sir William Dolben (prompted, no doubt, 
by fome of thofc billiops, whofe fears our magna- 
nimous prime minifter acknowledged that he alio 
had caught) read with great folemnity in the houle 
of Commons, as an unqueftionable proof of the 
dangerous defigns of the Diflfenters with refpe£k to 
the conilituQon of this country. Rijum teneatis'^ 



In addition to my vindication from the malicious 
de&mation of the atithor of ^beodoftus^ fiimiihed 
me by the narrative of Dr, Bancroft, it is now in 

my 
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my power to add the following teftimony volun- 
tarily ofi^red to me by Mn Dexter, a Baptift mi- 
nifter, who was on board with Mr. Deane when he 

died. It will appear as follows in the next Gen- 
tleman's Magazine. 

^ MR. uR£ANj Canieriury, Jutf i8. 

* Seeing the extraft from ^eodofius 

* in your Magazine for May laft, relative to the 

* death-bed converfation of Silas Deane, I have to 

* obferve, that, on the 2 2d of September laft, about 

* nine o'clock in the morning, Silas Deane came on 
^ board the Bofton packet, with the captain, the (hip 

* lying off Gravefend, which f^lcd immediately. In 

* about an hour's time, Silas Deane was taken ill, 

* and in a few minutes quite fpeechlefs, and con- 
' tinued ib near four hours, and then died. I was 
^ the only cabin-paflenger then on board, and the 
' only perfon perfeftly at liberty to attend Silas 

* Deane, and was much with him from the time of 

* his going on board till his death. I am confident . 

* no fuch clergyman as mentioned by Theodofius 
' was with Silas Deane during his illnels, and that 

* the relation of TheodoGus is a palpable impo- 

* fition bn the publick. Yours, &c. 

* Matthew Dexter.' 

In mv Letter relating to this fubje^l I intimated 
a lulpicion that the author of Theodoiius was " a 
" clergyman of the church of England, who formerly 
" wrote me a coniidenual letter." Left any perfon 
, fliould fiiffcr unjuftly in confequence of this hint, I 
fliall now fay that I meant Dr. Withers, who 
lately died in Newgate. I am of opinion that he 
was the writer, becaufe the author of Alfred and 
Cajfandra was not incapable of it, and the hand 
writing of the Note I Received figned theodofius; 

fufficiently 
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fulliciently refembles that of the letter I had from 

Dr. Withers. 

As this letter cannot now do him any injury 
(which I was apprchenfivc it might have done 
while he was alive^ and for that reafon forbore to 
publifh it) as it is a curiofity in itfelf, and as the fpiric 
and manner of its compofition will be an additional 
evidence of its having the lame author with 'TheO" 
doftuSy I lhall fubjoin it. That the fentiments of this 
letter and thofe of Theodofins are difierent will not 
be thought an unaniwerable obje&ion to their hav« 
ing the ^me author. I have no note of the anlwer 
I returned; but I believe it was fuch as did not 
encourage a continuance of the correfpondence. 
Whether that circumllance contributed to his 
change of condufb with reipe6k to me, I leave others 
to conjecture. If the author of Theodofius was 
not Dr. Withers, and he have any remains of moral 
princifky he will avow himfelf, and fave the me- 
mory of the dead. To myfelf it is a matter of 
perfed indifference who he is. 

* SIR, 

^ Tho* a perfeft Stranger to your Per/on^ 
' I offer no Apology for addrefling you on a Sub- 
« jeft fo interefting to the Rights of Mankind. 

* i am by Birth and Profeffion a Cburcbmam but 

* when civil and religious Freedom arc in Queftion, 

* I drop all Diftinftions of Seft and Party. And, 

* without Referve, I declare that we we Pro- 

' teftants weProtellant Diiibnters, have too long 

* degraded ourfelves by abjed unavaiUng Entreaties. 

* Vile Indignity, that Men, that Engliihmen fhould 

* Iblicit Permiflion to enjoy the firft Privileges of 

* human Life ! Should be denied Accefs to every 
< Office of Honor and Emolument^ unlels they pre^ 

* vioufly 



Digitized 



»i THE PREFACE. 

* vioufly infult their Reafon and wound their Con- 
' fcience ! Should be menaced with a .Dungeon, if 

* they prefiime to utter their native Conceptions of 

* the Deity ! 

' But if Diffenters will be faithful to themfelves, 

* will form a Committee to defray the neceflary 

* Expences, and will a£t with a Dignity and Refo- 

* lution fuitable to the great Occaiion> I promife to 

* emancipate them from their cruel captivity. And 
' here I muft inform you (in the fijlleft Confidence 

* of perpetual Secrefy) that I am the Author of a 

* Pamphlet, entitled Cassandra.* It*s Objeft was 

* to carry Mr. Baftard's ecclefiaftical Bill thro' the 

* upper Houjfe it fucceeded $ I wrote it without 

* the Aid or Concurrence of any Man living, and at 

* the Hazard of Profecution. I fent a Copy to the 

* Bifhop of London, and one to Lord Thurlow, fo- 

* lemnly declaring, if they threw out the Bill>I would 

* Uiftantly exhibit Articles againft the Chancellor for 

* Fornication, at the fame Time indmadng what I 

* Ihould expeft on the next Application to ParHa- 
' * mentf , concerning the Teft, and other ablurd and 

* oppreflive Ads of Power. Now mark what God 

* does, in his own Time, and in his own Way; how 

* he ufes the Simple to confound the Wife, and with 
^ the Foot of a leprous Man puts the Syrian Armies 

* to Fligh t that VERY Bill, which the Chan- 

* cellor and the Bifliops had lately treated with Con- 

* tempt, as ridiculous, unfcriptural,and totally unne- 

* ceflary, was now fuffered to pafs without the 
*' llighteft Cenfure 111 In Fa&, fuch is the Situa- 

* tjon of Lord Thurlow and fomc other leacUng 

* Men, that we may do what we plcak. They are 
^ obviouily deftitute of thofe noble, liberal, and 

* * Puhlifhcd by Ridgway, Piccidllly . I would fend you a Copy if I 
c j^new ihc Conveyance. Shall I leave one at Johnfon's?' 

* t Ml. Ucaufoy's Motion was loft before I came from the Prefs/ 

* enlightened 
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* enlightened Sentiments, which charafterize great 
^ and good Minds. But if the Chancellor will not 
^ grant Freedom to othersi neither fhall he enjoy it 

* himfclf. 

' In Caffandra you will read my Heart. We dit 

- * fcr in many Points, and we will agree to differ. 

* As to Chrift, I depart from yon toto Calo. In 

* civil and religious Liberty^ \ am confident we have 
« but one Wifli. 

^ As the Mode of fwearing in Courts*, and the 

* Marriage of DifTenLers, by their own Paftors, form 
' a Part of my Plan, the Scotch Secedcrs will be 

* (Irenuous in the Caufe. Our Meaiures, at pre- 
< fent, oug^t to be fecret. I (hall be happy to be 
^ favoured with your Thoughts on the Bufinefi^ as 

* early as poffible. Meanwhile, I remain 

' D*^ Sir, Your obed. Serv^* 
«Di.WiS^^',sloan.Squa«, ' V^iLi^ Withers/ 

« Chclfea/ 

< * A Bill to thi'sEffeahad paflfed bothHoaib, when the fomwr Ptf- 

* lament was diiiblved.* 

N. B. The Letter is without a date, but the Pqfi 
Mark is* Auguft 4, 1787. 



I fhall take this opportunity of informing my 

readers, that in the late controverfy concerning the 
^ejl A^^ I wrote nothing anonyinouny except 
Remarks on two Letters addrejjed to the Delegates of 
the Jeverd Gmgregations who met at Devbses^ Siptm^ 
her 14, 1789, which is fiibjoined to another piece, 
written by a different and very able hand, entided 
Spirit of the Conflitution and that of the Church 
6f England cotirpared, I alfo wrote the Preface, 
This Pamphlet^ and my Sermon on tlie lame fubjed:^ 
naay be properly bound with thcfe Letters. 
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LETTER I. 

Of the fediUous Timhncy afcribed ly Mr, Madau to tbt laU 
Public Mittings of fife DiferUers* 

My generoue Townihien and Ndghboiir9» 

HAVING lived very happily near ten years In this 
part oi the country, and being defirous to acquire 
and preferve, your good opinion, I take the liberty to ad- 
drefs you on a fubje^t to wluch your attention has of late 
been very frequently called, viz, the application to parlia* 
Inent for the rcpea! of the CorponU.'cn and Tejl JSfs^ and alfo 
on various other iuhjecls relating to the D'ljfcnters^ and the 
ejlabltjhed Churchy efpeciaily by the juftly refpedted re£lor of 
St. Philip's, in his Btrmsn^ intitled) Tbt principal Claims of 
the Dijpntirs confidend^ in which he has advanced many 
things tending to give you a very unfavourable opinion of 
the Diflenters in general, and, not very obliquely, of niyfelf 
in particular. 

Mr. Madan's excellent chara£^er will lead you to give 
him entire credit for whatever he (hall think proper to de- 
clare, efpeciaily from fo facred a place as the pulpit. For 
you will naturally conclude, that, fpeakingwith fuch folcm- 
nity, he muft have carefully condtlcred what he averted; 
and his fincerity would not have been called in queAion, 
even if he had not thought neceflary to declare, p. 6, that 
what he delivered, were the ftttltd principles and conviHion 
sf bis boarty as bi boped fir mtr^cy from tbi God rf truib. 
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This is fach a folemfi form of an oath, or an appeal to 6od 

for his finccrity, as is not very common, and fuch as irf 
never ufcd except in cafes in which a man fuppofes that 
there may be fomc caufe to fufped hrs vcradty ; and how 
Mr. Madan (liould conceive that this could be bis cafe I 
cannot imagine. Recourfe fliould not be had to fuch pe- 
culiarly folemn forms of al^feveration without necejfftty^ be- 
caufe it tends to make them too ccirimon, by which means 
they come at length to lofe their effe^l^. 

Befides, I cannot help wiihmg that the preacher had kept 
up to the fpirit of his text a little better than he has done. 
This advifes us to Jptak mil of m maw^ U h gintU^ and 't9 
Jbew meknffs towards all mtn. But how is this confident 
with his imputing to a numerous fedt of his fellow-citizens 
(with many of whom he muft have had, I doubt not, a 
pleaiing and ufeful intercourfe) fome of the very wortl and 
moft dangerous defigns, for which he can have no evidence 
befides his own furmifes. He calls the late proceedings of 
the DiiTenters to procure the repeal of the Teft and Corpo* 
ration Ads, p. 4, clamorous and violent \ and he intimates 
that our final vitws are 01 a JlJuiqus tendency. What fa- 
vourable inference, fays he, p. 27, " can be drawn from the 
alarm wiiich their leaders are founding through every part 
of Great Britain about their cmmn catife ; how are we 
to underftand their voluntary contributions for national 
" meetings, and for other public ufes^^ direding your parti- 
cular attention, as you fee, to the laft words, as bcinij o^a 
inore fufpicious nature, by printing them in italics. 

Certainly^ my good friends* the preacher, in bringing 
thefe railing accufations^ lias quite loft fight of his text— 
This is /peaking eviL It is not being very gentUy or fiuvoing 
tmteb meekncfs. But I account for it by bis imagination 
being ftrangely difturbed with groundlefs terrors, on ac- 
count of the intereft that he and his friends have in ihe 
fyftem for which he is fo very apprehenfive ; fo that he pars 
where no fear is^ and where no other man, except one in a 
fimiisr fituatioDi can fee any cfuifc of fear at alit But per- 
ceiving 
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eelving how much he is agitated on the fubje<f>, I fhould 
BOt wonder if he fulpected aa enemy to be concealed in 
t?ery buih> or to fee him ftart at his own fhadow. 

For do but confider the thii^ coolly, and fee what our 
ircmcdings have a^ually betn, Havt thxy not been tho 
wry faoie tli»% without any cenfiirC) have been agaki and 
again adopted by the moft peaceable clafles of people in the 
country, manufai^urers for inllancc like yourfelves, who 
have no other wUh than quiitly to folkw tbcir own bufinefsy 
wfatnarer they have imagmed themieiirits to be aggrieved 
by any particaiat law, or meafore of government \ Have 
they not bdd their mtt 'mgs by public advertifement \ Have 
there not been many of them in this very town, many in 
London, and other places, to conlider of proper mcafurcs 
to obtain redrefsi to foliclt parliacnent, and when thefe 
meetings are^ as indeed they nece^arily muf! be, attended 
with iMptntf^ muft not fund$ be eftabltdied to def/ay thofo 
ixpences \ Have not thefe things been done a thoufand 
times in this country, without any body ever imagining 
that there was any thing fes/itrous^ or ho/iiU io government in 
them ? Now candour would iuppofe that we nifTenters, 
^ke other bodies of men who have held fimiiar public 
meetings have had no* farther view than to relieve our# 
Hdves in a kgd way. from whtC we confider as har^ps^ 

By piinting the woids ethir public ufes in ttaHds^ Mr. 
Madaii certainly meant to infmuatc tlur, befides what we 
txprefs^ we had fome farther concealed and dangerous views ; 
as if there were not many pub^c uf^s oi a very innocent 
ffiature^ for which mn§f was necei&ry, befides merely de> 
fraying the expence of public meetings. You fee that wt 
print and pubiilh manypaniphiets, as well as iniertthe Re* 
foiutlons of our meetings in the public pnpe.s, in order to 
give our countrymen the information which we fee they 
want concerning our fttuation, and the reafons for our ap<p 
plication to parliament. This bufinefs aifo requires a yery 
cxtenlive c9rre/j)Qnimci^ which is ncceflarily attended with 
expence. , 
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Now, might not Mr. Madaa^s imagination, if it had not 
been of a very fufpicious turn indeed, have led him to fup*. 
pofe that, by ^tbtr pMle ufis were meant fuch cxpenoes as 

* thefe^ and others equally neceflary, but not deferving to be 
particularly fpecified in a printed rcfolution ? What a 
Grange lufpiclous turn mull: that man's mind have who 
could imagine that under fuch an innocent expreflion, any 
dark defigns were concealed ^ as if we were ready to take 

^ arms in order to overturn the government. He muft be a 
mere Don Quixote who can believe >ny fuch thing, and 
worfe than a Quixote who could infinuate it without be* 
lieving it. But as Mr. Madan folemnly declares that he 
f})eaks from the fettled principles and conviSIion of his hearty 
as he hopes for mercy from the God of truths I am willing to 
think, that Grange as this notion is, and bordering even 
upon infanily, it has actually got poflefiion of his mind. 
For can it be fuppofed that a miniiler of the goipe! of 
peace, in the perfect ufe of his reafon, could, on fuch a 
trifling ground as this, endeavour to raife your indignation 
againft perfons with whom you have lived in good neigh- 
bouriiood from your infancy, and whom you know to be 
as well affe^ed to government and as peaceably difpofedi 
as himfelff •r 

Whatever the Difienters be with Xffyt^ to their religious 
prlnctpks^ which concern only God and ourfelves, you fee 
that we are not abfolutely w^^; and that we muft be to 
think of overturning a government fo well eftablifhcd as 
that of this country, even if we were not friends to it. 
But the DiiTenters have given clearer proofs of their value 
for it, and efpecially of their attachment to the reigning 
family, than the generality of the clergy, whofe loyalty, 
though they now make fo great a parade of it, is well 
/ known to be of very late date ; whereas ours was always 
zealous and adive from the hrlt accelHon of the preient 
reigning family, as the moft authentic documents teftify. 



As to our publk nuttings^ which have given fuch umbrage 
to Mr» Madan, have not the Quakers always been in the 
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habit of doing the very tiling that he conndcrs as of fo 
feditious a tendency in us ? Have not they their difirif} 
mtttingt every month, and their national nueUngs in London 
everj year ; and have they not a common fund to defray 
the expenoes attending them, and for 9lhtr purptfii alfo 
not particolarly fpedfied ? At to what we do in our diJIriSI 
mettings (for as yet we have not held any naftonal om) are 
■not our Refolutions made public ? You fee them in all the 
newfpapcrs, fo that you may read, and examine them your- 
felves, and fee whether they contain any thing of a feditious 
nature.' It is for your information, and judgment of them, 
that we are «t fo much expence to make them public. Our 
wilh is to give you information, to lay our cafe clearly be- 
fore you, to invite the accufations of our adverfaries, and 
to make you our judges. 

Mr. Madan could not write as he has done, without 
iufpeding that, betides our printed Refolutions^ we have 
^thifs which we do not publifli, like the fecni drtidis m 
fNiblic treaties between (faites and fovereigos* But fo very 
heterogeneous a body as the Diflenters are, agreeing in 
nothing but a defire of £qual liberty^ could not well have, or 
keep, fccrctu Mr. Madan himfelf fays, p. 27, that " we 

betray our final views indifcreetly." And truly, if we 
mm not honed men, we are very indifcreet indeed. You 
never heard of rogues and traitm going to work, as we do. 
If they did, they would Jiave very little chance of (ticceed* 
ing in fuch defigns as Mr. Madan imputes to us. 

You have been told in a variety oi publications, that I 
have threatened to blow up the church, if not the f^ate alfo, 
vi\x.\x gunpowder^ and Mr. Madan (who, if the church be 
blown up^ mud take his fate along with it) has infinuated 
p. 26, that / in particular have dangerous views. Now, 
my good friends and neighbours, I am not afhially a mad^ 
man. You know too much of me to believe this. You 
fee me walk about the (Ireets very compofcdly, without 
moleiling any body, and always behaving civilly to thofe 

who behave civilly to me, and therefore I hope you vrili 
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not think I have any fuch diabolteal mttnttoH.' In HSt^ 

all the gunpowder that I manufa<fture is contained in fuch 
pamphlets as tliis thiit you are now reading ; and though it 
may lerve for wadding to a gun, it can do nothing eJle to* 
iTvards fhooting birds, or killing men. My gunpowder is 
liothing but ^rgtmitttt^ which on have nd ftwve but wbat 
jou yourfelm Ifaall faepkafod to give tbeni» ftiQai your owtt 
eonvi^tion of the reafmablenefs of what I lay before yaa* 

Like '^\\ neople, who thiniv thcnilclves in the right, I 
wifh, no doiibt, to bring others to think as I do on every fub- 
je^ of importance. But the pains i take in this way is 
for four own good, and not fi»r mm ; and though I (hould 
be ever lb much miftakeo, my intention is firiendly, and no 
harm can arife from it. If the coadopt of your cleify be 
judifiable, and even commendable, at I acknowledge it to 
be, in endeavouring to bring DifTenters into the church, 
provided they make ufeof no other means than ar^uments^ it 
cannot be wrong in me to endeavour by other arguments 
to bring you itom it. We equally mean to condudl you to 
heaven in tbe way of truthi and the praflioe of vtrtoe* 
After an, you hear us both^ and judg^ for y^urfclves } mi 
we have no reafon to expe6t that you will go one way 
or the other till you think you liave good reafon ior fo 
doing. What then is it tlm your dergy would frighten 
you withf 
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LETTER II. 

fnofs frm Hj/fory and rntnt FaBs^ that neither the Dlf- 
/enters in general^ nor the Prrjhyterians in particular^ 
have been Jucb Enemies to Monarchy^ a% Mr. Madan has 
reprejented* 

My good Friends and Neighbours* 

l^^R* Madao ispleiM to fay, p. 13^ h there norafon 
XYA to fee with fufpk:k>n their declarations of reverence 

^ to the government, and of loyalty to the king, however 
**fpeck3uny and pompouily announced, when the amount 

of that reverence has been exadly aicertaincd by a wofiii 
•* experience of republican tyranny, and the extent of tlvat 

loyalty has been cxftdfy 4dinoated with the blood of a 

In his extraordinary paragraph, Mr. Madan, with wliat • 
views are bed known to himfclf, confounds the cnfc of 
the preient king George III. with that of Charles L as 
If they were kings of fimtiar ehaniders, atid governed 1^ 
fimilar in9ixiro> fo thtt whoever coidd take it into thek 
tieads to rife agatnd the one, and dethrone him, would do the 
fame by the other if they could. He too plainly infinuates 
that all Diflfentcrs, at ieali fuch as met at Leicefier, whole 
Refohilions he quotes, and which are (imilar to thofe that 
have been adopted in all other meedngs (fo that, infa6(, he 
miift mean to comprehend die great body of them in fm 
cenfure) are in their hearts haters of kings in general^ and 
of the prefent king in particular, that they would certainly 
murder them all without diftinftion, if they had opportu- 
nity ; and tlat our dedarattons to the contrary are not 
to be regarded. 

Now, not to fay that our declarations of reverence for 
the prefent government, and of loyalty to the prellnt king, 
are no more liable to fufpicion than his own declarations, 
that what he tells you to our prejudice (leading you to 
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confider us as a band of traitors and rebels) is from hi* 
fettlid prittcipUs and the convi^ion nf his htart^ as be hop$s frr 
mercy fr^m the God truth (which mercy, if he fincerely re- 
pent, I doubt not he will obtain) let us confider what rea/on 
he caq have {or this injurious acculatlon oi us, as king-haters^ 
and king'TTiur deters. Let us fee if we can trace wiicre he got 
thefe fettled principles and convidlion of bis hearty though I 
fear we (hail not eaiily Bnd it; It mud be from fome very 
obfcure quarter indeed, inacceflible to all mankind, and of 
which I fufpetft he will not be able to give any dear account 
himfelf. It is ccrtai[i that tlic noticiis he has taken up con- 
cerning the death of Charles I. admittinr^ that the prefcnt 
Difienters, at the diflance of near a century and a half from 
the time of that tranfa^lion, were ail the .lineal defcendants 
of thofe who put him to death (inheriting their eftates^ 
names^ ^nd charadlers, and coniidertng all kings, and the 
prefeiit king, m the fame light as tlicy did hitn) were not 
taken from any hijlory of England tliar is now extant, at leaft 
any that I have ever feen, or heard of. Jiut when he. is 
called upon, he will perhaps be pleafed to produce it. 

The hiftory that I ftouM have thought to be mod to his 
purpofeis that of Qarendony of what he calls the' grand re^ 
btiiton. But even there he will fee that the parliament, 
which began the war with the king, was not a prelbyterian 
one. It was called, though reiuclantly, by the king himfelf* 
and the members were chofen by the nadon at largey and 
as freely as any members of parliament ever were s and if 
the neceflary confequence of that war was the death of the 
king (fince caufa caufce cjl ca-fu caifuti) they arc Epfcopa- 
lians^ and not Prefhytcrians^ to whom the death of this 
hlejfed martyr \% to be ultimately ascribed. But to what was 
he a^martyr, but to his own tyranny and. duplicity \ He 
would have governed in an arbitrary manner, without any 
parliament, and a£lually raifed taxes by his own authority ; 
and for this it was that an epifcopahan parliament (for the 
majority of the members were fuch) declared war againft 
him. And would not fuch meafures as thefe judify refiilance 

to any king \ Is there notbingySr^r^i^ in the rights of thf 

people i 
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fecpk \ and are they to be wantonly trampled upon by any 
perfon, merely becaufe he is called a khig f And if in fuch 
a caufe a king make war upon his fubjecis, and occafion the 
death of thoufands of them, is his fingle life of fo much 
^ue» as that he ought to be fpared for fuch an cnorinity ? 
But without Gonfidering the jujiict of this meafure^ let us 
iee in what manner this tragical e^t came to pafs, and we 
(hall find that, according to all hiilorians, it is not to be at- 
tributed to the Prefbyterians^ who were by far the majority 
of thofe who diil'eated from the church of England at that 
time. 

. It is fomewhat remarkable that the parliament which 
took up arms apinft Charles L though origiinally Epifco- 

pnlians, became in general Prcn)yterians. JJut this muH 
have been the effect of their own corivicfion^ and not of any 
compulfion» Prelbyterians, however, as they were, it is well 
known that the members of this parliament contmued to 
the laft well withers to the king, and he was not put to 
death till by an armed force they were overpowered. This 
armed force was headed by Independents, and againft the 
wifhcs and earncft remonftranccs of the Prelbyterians, nov/ 
upon record, they beheaded the klncr. After that event, the 
Preibyterians were the moil active in bringing in his fuc- 
ceflbr Charles IL and without their concurrence he could 
not have been brought in at alL 

So much was Mr. Love, and fon^e other zeatous Pref- 
byterians, furpeded of favouring the king, that Oliver 
Cromwell thought it ncceflnry to put him and one Gibbons 
to death betore his expedition to Scotland. He proteAed 
that he would not march till they were cut off. See Am 
Hiftmcal EJfay on tbi Leyalty of Freflyttriem in Gnat 
Britain and Inland frm tbi RgformatiM to tboTear^ 1713- 
4to. p. 304. 

Though the Independents wlio killed tlie king:, might be 
called Dijfenters^ as well as the Prefiyterians^ who remon- 
(irated againf! that meafure, they were but a fmail minority 
of them; and therefore^ on the fuppofition that the prefenc 
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race of Diffenters are defccnded alike from hotr^ and vm 
'were refponfiblc for the conduct of our aaceftors, it ought 
not to be imputed to us as a hfdy^ but oaly to a fmaU fMtt 
of us. Befides, the Independents of that day dkl not be-* 

head the king from any principles peculiar to their reUgmis 
firfuafion, Cromwell, and the reft who joined him in that 
a^^ion, would have cut off the king, whatever had been 
ih€tr religion or hh. They confulted not their religi$n^ bit 
their fipty and tbsir amkkim. And in ail thefe meafWrea 
the Independents were jomed by the Deijis^ and meh of M 
religion at all. It can tlici cfore only anfwer the purpofes of 
faffwn and of bigotry^ and by no means that of truths to 
accuse the Dijffinters of putting king Charles to death. Had 
It bden oonfidered as an adion highly mritoriousy I doubt 
tioty our pretenfions to k wouM be ftr enough from being 
admitted. 

If you read any hiftory of England whatever, you will 
find this to be the truth of the cafe, though the very revcrfe 
is more than inEnaated by Mr. Madan, and he may have 
aothonties unknown to all the worid befides. But then he 
m^t not to afiert what he has done without prodocmg 
them. Without this he has no right to expe£^ that the 
fettled principles and convMon of HIS heart Jhould becomt 
tboje of YOURS. 

Mr. Madan, however, having got his hiftorica! and poli- 
tical principles from ibme founce t)r other, is pleafed to 
iflbrt, p. S, as a general maxim, that ^ the pidbyterian 

** principles arc unqueftionably republican." As he calls it 
tiT'qiteftionahley I imagine he has never quellioned it himfelf, 
or made any inquiry into the foundation of it ; but as yoa 
are not bound to adopt his principles without quefhmng^ 
cr Maminatierty let us fee liow they acconl bolii with the 
hiftory of fomur times^ and with the prefent Jlaie of things^ 
which Mr. Madan, though he may fhut hb own eycs^ can- 
not conceal from you. 

At the time ot the civil warsy or, as Mr. Madan will fay, 
durmg the gr^d nhSkn^ the Scots were unq[uefKonal:dy 
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Prcibytwiwi^ if ewtr tfwtrt were my f«ch people in the 

world. But though they joined the Englifli till the king 
•was efFe6^ual!y fubducd, they rcmonftratcd againft puttinp; 
likn U>4esith» and when, after this, England was governed 
hf a repubite^ tlM Scotch Pre^byteriansi Ythok firmcipkft 
Mr. M«din lays unqneftiitmhly repuiikmi^ wm h at- 
tttched to mmarck^y thit they not only received ChaHes If. 
^nd made him their king^ but, ia order to affift him in re- 
covering what they deemed to be his riqht^ they marched 
an army into England, but were defeated at Worcefter, as 
every pcrfon who has read the hiftory of England well 
koOws. Where then, i$ the, evidence frm hijivry of the 
principles of Preibyterians being ungue/HttiaBfy ripMkan f 
Mr. Madan, howevef) lAbtt this to be the fittUd convic^ 
t^cn of his hearty and therefore he muft either have read fooje 
other hillories of England, or none at all. 

Let us now fee whether it appears from the preftnt fiaU 
X)i things^ that the principles of Preibyterians be, as Mr. 
Madan aflerts, unquefihnabfy rtpMican ; and for this puf^ 
i^ielet Ufl look towards Scotland \ and whether Mr. Madan 

be acquainted with the fact or not, it is well known to 
others, thvLlprefhytcriamJm is iis much the eftablifhed religion 
of that country, as epifcopacy is of this. Now, are the Scots 
at all fuppofed to be inclined to republicanifm, or have they 
«ver beoi accufed, even In the greateft vblenc^ of party, oif 
dffafiRe^on to the pfefent govemtnent, or of any want of 
attachment to the prefent royal family? On the contrary, 
the only people difaffef^ed to government in Scotland, 
thoie who joined the Pretender in that country were Efif' 
f^lianSf and very few of them Pnjbyterians** 

* A fcw, but not many, Scotch Prefbyterlans, men of defperate 
fortime*;, joined the late Pretender. Of the Englifh Diflenteis, 1 be- 
lieve, there was not one that took his part. In the firlt rtbcliion 
Mr. Woo(l, the dijirentii>g roinifter at Chowbent in Lancaihire, took 
th^ field himfclf at the bead of bis congregation. In die ficond tlie 
menabers of my former congregation at Leeds were regularly e3nrdled» 
and prepared to march* One of my uncles, who had been a captain 
la m ansyi was an offiaer. When the rebellions were fup^relfed , tb c fe 
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If Mr. Madan's maxim be troe^ that the prmdphs of 

Prejhyteriam are ufi^uefttofwhly repuhUcariy no nation of 
Preibyterians would ever have had a king^ except one that 
was forced upon them. But the Scots always had kings, 
and as much of their own choice^ as we in England. In all 
the civil wars, during the time of Mary Queeti of Scots, it 
does not appear that they ever thought of abandoning mo« 
Aarchical government, and creeling a republic. While 
Mary was a prifoner in England, they made her fon their 
king. That king became afterwards king of England, and 
they have been the defcendants of this prejhyterian king^ 
•who have reigned in this epifcopalian country, from that 
time to the pitfent day. 

Let us now confider a little the eondu£^ of the Scotch 
lords and commons fince the union of the two nations. 
Are they more hof^ile to monarchy, and the meafures of 
'government, than the Engli(h members of parliament? 
.The contrary is generally fuppofed. For though many 
, EngltQi lords and commoners oppofc the meafures of go* 
vcrnment, there is hardly an example of any Scotchman, 
either lord or commoner, ever doing it. And yet Mr, 
Madan, ignorant, I fuppofe, of all this, will have it that tha 
principles of Pre/bytertans are unqueJiionMy republican, 

Mr. Madan wili perhaps fay that he meant the Pre(by"- 
terlans in Engkmdyexdv£nt of thofe in SeoilamL But on* 
ginally they were the very fame; and till long after the time 
,©f Charles I. in vshich lie charges them with maintaining 
fcpublican principles, there was no difterence whatever be-^ 
tween them^ and whatever Mr. Madan may think, th% 

friends of die family upon the throne (unqueflionahly RepuBScans, as 
,Mr. Madan, who was not then bom^ iays they were) were gractoufly 
pardoned for wliat they had done. 

In cafe of a third rebellion, I myfelf would undertake to raife a 
company of young men in my prefent congregation, able and willing 
to defend hi« preTent majefty, though he might not be lb ready to par- 
don us for fo doing. It is not the man, but the kin^, and the j^rdent 
leigning family, a$ an. eflential part of the conftitution, for which w« 
Ihttildngbu 
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Snglifli Pf€(byteriant at this day are no more attached to a 
Kpufalican government thanthofe of fonner times, or tbofc 

in Scotland ; and I challenge him to produce any evidence 
of his confident ailertion. That fingle fpoculative men, 
Preibyterians or others, may give the j)rcfLTLiice to that 
tnode of government m theory^ is not the quellion* Mr* 
Hume evidently had a predtle^on for it ; but vras ht 
therefore difcontented vrith this govemmunt) or in the leaft 
diraffefftcd to it ? There never was a more obedient fubfed-* 
But the DiflTentcrs, as a body, have never (hewn any pre- 
ference of a republican government; thoup;h it is eafy to 
ailert tbis^ or any thing elfe, in order to throw an odium on 
thofe whom we wi(h to render generally obnoxious* 

In fa^ Mr* Madan might with as much truth fay, 
that all Preibyterians are Nigroes''^j and that we paint our 
feces and hands, in order to conceal it, as maintain that we 
are repnti wans. Let him, or, fince he will not, do yoUy read 
my own writings of a political nature, viz. my Ejfay on the 
firjl Principles of Government^ or Dr. Price*s EJfay on Civil 
Liberty^ which are generally confidered as the boldedf -and 
the mod exceptionable, of any thing on the fubjed in the 
Englifll language ; or look into my Lt&ures m iSftory and. 
General Policyy in which I particularly confidcr all the forms 
of government, and weit^h their advantages and defef^s, 
and fee whether you can difcover any traces of a preference 
for republican government. On the contrary, you wilt 

• lit the famous contefted ele^ion at Briftol between tire late Lord 
Nugent (as he afterwards became) and Mr. Beckford, his Lordftiiptold 
me that he gained his point with the populace, by his triends aflciting 
that Mr. Beckford (who had an eilate in Jamaica, and, as I remember, 
was at that tiine there^ was a Hegro, and the popular cry on his Lord- 
ihip*s fide was " No ffegroi no nuoolUn hair,^" They had even (as I 
think he adJeJ) a painted figure of a Negro with fuch hair carried 
about the ftrcets. When I afked him how his friends could aflert fuch 
abfurd faU'ehoods, he replied that all was fair at an ele6lion. Mr. 
Madan may perhaps think it equally fair in the preient conteft, to call 
the Diilenters republicans} but then he ihould not have declared that 
what he aflerted was from the feitled frwcipUs and cott'vi&um of bis 
heart, as be hoped for mercy from tbi God of truth* - This was much 
farther than Lord Nugent went. 

ther^ 
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there find a decided prefcresce given to.oiir iMm^ and pef« 

haps as good reafons for this jjrefercncc as Mr. Mad an 
himfelf is able to give. What then muft you think of fucli 
atiumny as he, in this random inconikierate tnaaQer, and yet 
with fuch uncomraoo fokmnity, haa thrown out* 

The truth it, that we Difeitcra are ftiends to a limkiA 
mmarcbyy m which a king maf do much goody and can do 
but little harm, whereaa the clergy in general have always 
had a leaning to a more arbitrary form of governments m 
whicli the king fhall have much to give, nnd themfelves aa 
much to receive. Hence their deep rooted attachment ta 
ibe fiimily of the Siuaris, and »wrt tp that of Hamvir^ It 
is well known that the clergy in genera! were never well 
affsfled to what is utlially calltd gmfifnmint^ but generally 
oppoTcd the rmafurts of the court, in the reigns of krn^ 
Williann, and thofe of George I. and George 11. while tho 
Diiienters, out of g;rat)tude for the liberty they enjoyed 
under them, went perhaps too eagerly with the conrt, and 
abetted with too little diftin^ion the meafores of govern*- 
aaent* 

Now it has unfortunately happened, that ansther king is 
^rtjerty who knoweib not fofefh^ or the obligjatiuns that his 
family are under ; a prince who, with the beft intentions, 
has the truth hidden irotn him by churchmen like Mr^ 
Madan, who, without icmindang him that the Difientera 
were the ftcadieft fnendi of -Ma graad^hefy and great 
grandfather, will perfuade him that they are his entmiesy 
and wifh to overturn his government; and we have not the 
fame acccls to him that they have, and fo have no oppor- 
tunity of informing him better. And though he ihould 
g^ve us a hearing, his attention has been pre- occupied by 
fnck men aa Mr. Madan, who have tdd him that our de* 
darations are not to be traded. But, my generous coun- 
trymen, we think it our happinefs that we have accels to 
you, and perhaps finally, through you, to the king himfelf. 
Before your tribunal I arraign Mr. Madan, of ivilfpeaking 

and calumny \ and whetlier it be intmi^nai^ or not, the 

injury 



itijitry that we receive from it is the fame. So far he ad- 
vances his ac^ufations as unqueJiionabU axioms. I demand 
his proofs^ and do not wiih for more impartial judges thin 
yoorlelves* 

Mr. Madan is a young man, and may not have had 

leifare to read much English hiftory ; bat he has heard and 
fien fomething ; and there is a fad fo recent, as to be vv ithin 
his memory, which demonftrates that the DiiTenters in 
general were as ready as the niembers of the eftablUhed 
church to exprefs their approbation of the meafures of the 
king, when they imagined (whether juftly or not) that hit 
prerogative was in danger of being trampled upon. This 
was the memorable period of the coalhioTt^ wl:en the Dif- 
fenters were particularly forward in their addrelics to give 
their ^ndlion to the meafures of a court which had always 
been uafiriendiy to them. Would they have done this if 
they had been, /r«m principle^ hoftile to the king, and dit 
pofed to take a pleafure in thwarting him ? 

But what has been the return for this tinqueflionable 
proof of our loyalty and zeal I Has it iecured to us the 
gratitude of the king, or the mmfier^ wbofe caufe wc 
efpoufed ? We are AiJl> however, ready, as on many former 
oocafioiis, to do good for evil^ and to ihew our loyalty on any 
future occaiion, whenever we (hall think the juft prerogative 
of the king, as well as that of the commons, really violated* 
We confider not what others ought to do, but only what 
becomes ourfelves, as good citizens, and friends to the 
pnuine principles of the conftitution* 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER m. 

Inconclujlvencfs of Mr, Madan^s Reafoning on this Subjt£f 
demon/iratid from a Variety of ConfideratiQUSm 

My good Friends and Neighbours, 

A OMITTING that Mn Madan was right m his ftrange 
notion, that they were the Prefbyterians who put king" 

Charles to death, and that this was in itkif the moll cnmi- 
nal of all tran factions, an enormity never to be expiated by 
all the public calamities that ever betel a nation ; can he be 
juilified in charging it upon us^ or in imputing to us the 
fame maximsi at the diflance of more than four generations^ 
becaufe we bear the fame namef Do not bodies of men,' 
and vvliole nations, cliange their principles, in a coui fc of 
years, even much more than individual perfons ; and muft- 
they who are now innocent fu£fer for the (ins of their re« 
moteft anceftors ? I (hall mention a few well known fa^s, 
fb (hew how unreafonable fuch imputations would be. 

TTie moft turbulent of all religionifts at the time of the 
reformation were the Anahaptijis in Germany. Ikit the 
Mennonitesy who are much more properly defcended from 
them, than the Prefbyterians of this age from thofe in the 
time of Charles I. are the moft peaceable and inoffeniive of 
mankind. They are perfe^ Quakers* The clergy of thisf 
country do not, in fevera! refpe£ts, hold the fame principles 
now that their anceftors did at the time of the reformation. 
Their do£lrines were then Calviniftic, as the thirty-nine 
articles, and all the writings of that age, abundantly (hew. 
But Arminianifm came in with archbi(hop Laud, and has 
been prevalent among the clergy to this day. Then alfo 
they, as well as almoft all the chriftian world, were intolerant. 
But happily all Europe, and England, has fince that time 
received much light on this important fubjed, fo that no 

perfois 
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j^rfon wiU now openly avow himfdf a friend to firff* 

- Admitting then that, contrary to all evidence of facts, 
the old Prefbytenans were the perfons principally concerned 
in the killing, or the murder, of king Charles I. that they 
were then determined enemies of ail kingSy and that Scot- 
land) occupied chieBy by Preibytertans, never bad a kin^ 
it does not follow but that the Preibyterians of this day» 
and efpecially thofe of England, who have fecn many good 
kings (tar better, in their opinion at lead, than either of the 
Charles's, or their father James, before them) may not be 
very well reconciled to kingly government. Allowing all 
that Mr. Madan has fiud, notoriouily falfe as it is, of the 
old Preibyterians, it will not follow that we jmw, all of us, 
carry daggers about us, ready to ftrike at every king we 
meet with, or that we are in any (enfe, thofe dangerous 
people that Mr. Madan reprefents us. The very terms of 
PnJbyUrian and Indtpendant have changed their meaning 
fince the laft century ; fo that nothing that may be all^ed^ 
though with truth, concerning tbemy can be any juft ^ound 
of accufation againft us, . ' 

If Mr. Madan means that the prefent Prefbyterians, or 
Independants, are the lincai defccndants of the old ones, and 
that the fs^e king killing principles have been tranfmitted 
from fritlwr to fon, he will find himfelf ftill more embar* 
rafled in his argument. For many perfons, we fee every 
day, adopt principles unknown to their anccllors. My ovva 
grantitatiier was a Churchman, and bifhop nai lley's was a * 
Dilknter. . But do I, on that account, retain any of the 
principles of Churchmen, or the bifhop thofe of DifTenters* 
I do not believe that any fuch thing is fufpeded of either* 
of us. Our worthy re^or of St. Martin's is in the fame 
predicanient. But wlio eiitciuiiib the kail doubt ot the dif- 
intere.lcd purity of bis zeal for the church, or thinks that 
he ever looks back to the principles of his family f King 
Ciiarlc^ hiiH^f)' hjte Biftiop Uoriley's father, was the fon 
of a Preftyterian, who for the fake of preferment conformed 

C to 
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to the church of England, which is a coincidence of 
clrcutnilances not a little remarkable ; and I mention it as 
what may farther recommeod my friend the biihop to the 
admirers of the royal and blefied martyr* If the fons of the 
bifhop, like thofe of this king, Hiould become Catholics^ 
the parallel will be fill I more complete. 

It is true that more is required of new converts, as a 
proof of their fsncerity (on the fame principles that miracles 
require fbonger e? idence than ordinary fa&s) but the king 
gave tfaefe abundant proofS} and the biihop his done the 
lame. Though no perfon, I believe^ ever que(lioned the 
fincerity of king Charles's attachment to the churcli of 
England, notwithilandiner his father had been a Prefl>ytc- 
rian, there arefome, however^ fo unrcaionable as to require 
more evidence than they have yet feen of the bifiiop's dif- 
kiterefted attachment to it. But then there are perfons 
whom the evidence of miracUs will not fatisfy. 

To make Mr. Madan's accufation at all probable, he 
ihould point out fome conneSfmi between the principles of 
DilTenters, and the republican^ or king killing principles that 
he afcribes to them. Now, though I have frequently tumtd 
the fttbje6l over in my own mindy I cannot fix upon any 
religidus principles that we are either known, or fuppoM, 
to hold, that could lead him to imagine that we have any 
predilef^ion for a republican government, or entertain a 
greater antipailpy to kings than any other claffes of men. 
Befides, our principles are fo various^ and fome of them ib 
diredly epp^fite to thofe of others, that if fome were favour- 
able to repttUican government, others tsxak be as favaur** 
able to moTvarchical* 

What juft now perhaps diftinguiihes us the mori: is, that 
fome of us arc Tri?ilfar?ansy fome Arians^ and others Uni" - 
tartans. If Mr, Madan judge by tise major ity^ the Trinita- 
tians only muft be the Republicans, and myfelf and friends. 
Who are the minority, muft be good royalifls. Or, fiiica 
the great body of Diflenters pray extempore^ and myfelf and 
a few more uic our own pre'compofnd formi (and I iiave even 
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declared a prefefence for a liturgy) I ought oq this account 

jdfo to be excepted from the charge of republicani fm, 
which falls' on Diflenters in general. Moft difTenting; uii- 
niAers pray in a plain black coat. If the republicanifm lie 
in tbatj I and a few others, who conform fo far as to wear 
a gown and eaffoek in the polptt, beeattfe we find it conve* 
nlent (efpecially as a cover for a rufly coat> or a tattered panr 
tyf breeches) have a. third ground of exception from a charge 
that affefts the reft of the Difi'cnters, 

But, my good friends, to be ferious, though it is difiScuIt 
to be fo in replying to a charge ib abfurd and ridiculous as 
that of Mr. Madan ; what hare any notions about the 
trinity, what have- modes of prayer, or modes of drefs» or 
any thing; elfe belonging to DilTenters, to do with fyftems 
of civil government? 

Mr, Madan will, no doubt, fay that our difloyalty arifes 
from Ibme principle that is common to ail Dijfenters^ though 
we differ ever fo much in other refpe^s. Now, we agree 
ki nethins but this, that we equally reje£b all human autha^ 
r'lty in matitrs tf religkn. Bat fnrely that does not imply 
that we reje^l all authofrity in civii matters, fince the things 
are in themfelves totally different. It is a maxim with us to 
render to God the things that are God's \ but then there is 
another ttiaxim, the counterpart of this, which is equally 
facred whh us, vis. i$ render to Cafar the things that are 
Cafar^s. Our Saviour faw no inconMency In thefe maxims, 
neither do we. 

If it be a general fpirlt of difobedience and revolt that 
neceffarily (eizes all Diflenters, our wives and children, 
whom we endeavour to make as good DifTenters as our- 
felves, mud partake of it $ and that would (hew itfelf in the 
diforder of private families, in the dHbbedlence of wives to 
their hufbands^ children to^ their parents, and iervants to 
their mai'^ers. But if Mr. Madaa vifited any families of 
Diflenters, he would find them as well regulated as thofe 
of the eftabiiihed church, where tiie principles of paffwe 

C % ebedien^f 
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obedience and non-riftjlance^ no doubt, keep all in peife^ 
fubjedion to one head. ^ 
Now, what becomes of an hypitbefu^ when there are no 
faets to fupport it ? If there be no confpiracy of DiiTenters 

againll the government, no peculiarly refrad^ory difpofition 
of the wives of the Diflenters againft their hu{bands,,or 
peculiar obftinacy in Difnjnters' children towards their 
parents, what evidence is there of the exi(^ence of a turbu^ 
lent difpofition in DiCTenters at ail I Mr. Madan (hould at- 
tend more than he has done to the connexion of caufes and 
effeSfs^ and then he will find hitnfelf compelled to give up 
his favourite hypothefis of the univerfal difpofition to re- 
publicanifmy and confequently, as he will fuppofe, to anarchy^ 
in the principles of the Dii&nters. 

It was particularJy fortunate for the JnabaptifiSf that there 
were but few of them in England at the time of the civil 
wars, and that the mention of them does not occur in any 
civil tranfaclions of the times. For as tlicy had been the 
moft turbulent of all the fec^aries in Germany, they would 
certainly have cotne in for their iiiare of Mr. Madan's cen- 
fure^ who would never have been perfuaded but that they 
had broqght their feditious principles whh them into this 
country. They now fa!! under his cenfore (which includes 
ihii/i us well as all o:lwi- jJuTenters) merely bccaufe they 
keep bad company, and go by a bad name. For this realon 
too, the Quakers alfo, and the Englifh Catholics, ought to 
Ibear their ihare of thiscenfure, and the calumny being di* 
vided among fo many, it will hardly be fdt by any indivi- 
dual. This, I flatter myfelf, will be the cafe when, as clailes 
of men equally aggrieved by the laws now cxlfting, we lliall 
all join in one petition for the repeal of all pch^al laivs in mat^ 
ters of religion^ and, without fwords in our hands, demand^ 
as our natural And juft rights the civil privileges of other 
fubjeds. 

If the fins of remote anceAors are to be imputed to 

people now living, and Mr. Madan had besn a Wellhman, 

he 
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he might urge his countrymen to make war upon the 
Englifh, for driving them out ot their lawful pofleiHons in 
the time of Hengift and Horfa. Do not then follow Mr. 
Madan in looking for the guilt of the prefent generation in 
that of another, one hundred and fifty years ngo, but con- 
Cder our conducl at prefon. ; and ot this, vviuiout iiaving 
recourfe to hiilcry, you can judge yourfclvesj and you will 
not be milled by preachers, who, by taking advantage of 
your ignorance^ may impofe upon you. 

However, af^er all that has been urged a thoufand times 
and from the cleared evidence of hidory, to exculpate the 
» prefent Diflcnters from the horrid crime of cutting off 
king Charles's head, this guilt, like original frn^ is fo en- 
tailed upon us, that I believe, it miifl d-jfccnd to our latcft 
poderity, and even to the day of judgment. It is even 
ready to feize all the profelytes we may make, whether 
they be the poderity of Charles himfelf, or of his execu« 
tioners. The clergy have repeated the accufation fo often, 
and in luch iirong modes oi allevciation, as the fettled 
principles and convi,nion of their hearts^ that they feem to 
believe it as ^rmly as they do any of the thirty-nine articles % 
fo that in time it may take its place among them, and make 
a fortieth ; though they will then exceed the number of 
forty Jlripei favione^ which was the limit of cadigation in 
the Jewilh law ; and many who muft fubfcribe them or 
ftarve, I am periuaded, would rather chufe that one were 
taken away, than that nnv more were added to them. \Ve 
are the fiicep^ and our accuiers are tlie wolves^ aad| lay what 
we will, we muft be guilty. « 

Indeed, the more I reflet on the temper with which Mr. 
Madan muft have written, the .more concern it gives me, 
as an i\\\i^xQiw\\\ng feature of the times we live in ; reafoning 
as follows. If his crood fenfe can be thus blinded, and if, 
notwitlilianding tiie fweetnefs of his temper, and his po* 
lilhed manners, his paflions can be fo violently inflamed, as 
to ahufe us innocent Diflenters in the manner that he has 
done, what muft .be the ftrength of thofe prlnclpUt whid| 
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have produced fo unlocked for an efFe£l ? And what have 
we not to dread from them in perfons of inferior under- 
flandlngs> of lefs liberal education, and of harlher difpofi* 
tions?'I (hottid not even wonder if, in underftandings 
more clouded, and tempers more irrafcible, this extreme 
bigotry Ihouid produce the effc£ls of abiolure infanity. 

If Mr. Madan can really confider all the Difienters of 
the prefcnt day as unqueftionably republicans, and fo Arongly 
infinuate that we are all ready to treat the prefent king as 
Oliver Cromwell did Charles 1. 1 have reafon to rejoice in 
the J£i of indemnity. Without this I (hould now expccfc 
that, though my anceftors, being churchmen, might have 
fought under the ilandard of Charles I. I, being a DiHenter, 
(hould be a^ually indited for the crime of murdering that 
blefied martyr, and that myfelf and my three fons (for the 
politenefs and mildnefs of which Mr. Madan makes fuch a 
boaft would perhaps fpare my daughter) might be hanged, 
drawn and quartered, for our ihare in tl>at horrid tranA* 
a^ion. 

The philofophical world has of late been amufed with a 
ftory of a poifonbus tree in the ifland of Java, that would 
not fufier any plant to grow, or any animal to approach, 

within twelve miles of it. But the murder of this king 
has a far more baneful and extenfive influence ; and ac- 
cording to appearance, we can never remove far enough 
horn it. I diould think, however, diat the clergy ihouid 
fix fome time^ a thwfand ytars for exatnple (for I would 
not be unreafbnable in fixing too fhort a term of probation) 
after which, if the DilTenters fhould beliave like other fub- 
je£is, and kill no more kings, it ihouid be deemed illiberal 
in fuch preachers as Mr. Madan to charge us whh the 
crimes of rtfMicamJm^ and Jtmg^iiiitng* However, it feeme 
hardly fair to infer a bahit from a Jtngli aSiy and we are not 
charged with killing any more kings than one. 

The great merit, however, of this king Charles was his 
attachment to the church of England, to which the clergy 
eonfider him as having been a martyr i aod for this reafon 

it 
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it IS that they pttifue with fuch indircriminate vengeance all 
perfonS) whom they can have any pretence, how impro*- 
bable foevcr, for .charging with it. For this reafon I (hall 
in a future Letter confider the nature and value of avil 
ejiahlijhmenis of religion in general, and then proceed to that 
of the church of England in particular, that you may judge 
whether it be uafm^ or merely inureft and pojfon^ that dic<* 
tates fuch Sermons as thofe of Mr. Madan. Hoping a 
more favourable hearing than we have hitherto had, I 
remain^ 

My good friends and neighbours, 

* 

YourS) &c. 



P* S. My next Letter will relate to the Corpsretitn and 
ASfSj and I (hall prove to you that neither the Jlaie^ 
nor the church j have any thing more to fear from the repeal 
of them than from the repeal of the old ftatutes concerning 
witches, or from making any new ones concerning canals 
or turnpike roads, but that both would be gainers by the 
meafure. Nay, I (hould not ivonder, if, when thefe a6ls 
are repealed, the clergy ihould take to themfelves the merit 
of all that has been done to piomote it, as they do with re- 
fpc£t to the aSf of toleratign^ after all the averfion they 
fliewed to that meafure. 
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LETTER IV* 

Of thi Corporation and Jtft Ms. 

My generous Townfinsii and Neighbours 

'T^HE nature of the Corporation and *tefi ASis^ which have 

occalioned all this writing and prcacliing, has been 
ftrangely mifreprefcntcil to you, and Mr. Madsn's Sermon 
has no tendency to clear it up. Rut plain men may judge 
of plain thingsy at Icaft by their tjff^^^s, without much deep 
reafoning on the fubjef^. Mr. Madan fayS| p. 12, that 
the Diflenters are under no difability which can pofTibly 
*' be avoicicd coiifiilently with our own fecurity," that is, 
the fecurity of the church. Now, without conficjering what 
the Corporation and Teft Acts are in themlelves, you fee 
that, according to Mr, Madan, they are things without 
which the church cannot be fecun^ if h could exift at all* 
But, though I am not of your church, and therefore you 
cannot fuppofe that I think it to be the beft of all poflible 
churches, I have a much better opinion of it, in funic 
refpefls, than Mr. Madan has, or any of thofe high church 
men, who, on this occaiion, are fuch zealous (licklers for it. 
They muft think it a poor weak, and infirm thing, indeed, 
of no ftrength at all, in its own conftitution, or they would 
never fancy fuch fupports as thefe to be necefiary to it. I 
can clearly (hew them from htjiory and /fl^f7, that it is much 
better eftablidied than their fears will allow them to think 
it is. 

If thefe a£!s were really neceffary to the fecurity of your 
chuircb, it is plain that it could never have done without 
them. And I dare fay that, after readin^g Mr. Madan^s 
Sermon, and every thing elfe that has been written by 
your clergy (men of great courage uo doubt^ but who are 

frightened 
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brightened to death on this particular ftitge£k) you take it 
for granted that your church never was without thefe Cor* 

poration and Teft Ads, being its neceffary body guards ; and 
leaft of all that it was without them in its tender Infancy^ 
when it mulV mod of all have wanted fupport. But through 
all the reigns of Henry VIII. Edward VI. Elizabeth, 
James L Charles I. and till the latter end of that of Charles 
11. viz. 16723 in all whidi time it rofe from nothing to its 
full (hrength and glory, there' was no Tef^ A6t at all. All 
thofe princes were allowed to employ whom they thought 
proper in all bufinefs of a civil nature, and no inconvenience 
whatev.er arofe from it. Nor when the Tefl was made 
was any evil dreaded from the Pntefiant Diffintm* Nay 
th^ themfdves moft zealoufly conpurred in paffing it. The 
danger then was from the Catbsitcs only, on account of the 
next heir to t!ie crown being a Catholic. Before this, viz. 
in i66r, mere party fpiriiy and not any regard to the Jajtty 
§f the Jiate^ had given birth to the Corporation A6i. 

If thcfe A(^s be really neceffary in England^ they muft her 
much more fo in Irtkadi where the church cftabliflitnent 
much weaker than it is here, not more than one in ten of 
the inhabitants of that country being of it ; and yet in this 
very reign, viz. A.D. 1779, the Teft Ad has been repealed 
there; and though, according to Mr. Madan, the church 
muft nece^uily have fallen with it, it Aill exifts, and there 
b even lefs dangtf of its being overturned than before. 
Becaufe the DiffenterSt bang conciliated, and put into good 
humour by the meafure, are lefs than ever difpofed* to be 
hoftile to the church. Being, in all civil n:iatters, equally 
favoured by government with the members of the eftablifhed 
church, and not lying under the reproach of being unfit t§ 
hi trufied with pmer^ though they have not in hSt any 
moie power than they had before^ they confider themfelves 
as in a more refpe6hible iituation, and are difpofed to be 
contented with it; leaving the clergy to manage their own 
affairs, and enjoy all their emoluments as before.' But 

vthetx men are treated like dQgs, they will iaarl at thofe who 

hold 
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hold, the wlup over theoi) whether th^ ceceive a blow or 
iiot. 

. You will ntturaUy ail^ hxgm cune the cburdi to be l«» 
liberal to the Dii&nterB in Ireland, and fo hoftile to them 

in England. I will explain the whole in a very few words. 
There was no liberality in the cafe. But the Diflenters in 
Ireiand are much more numerous in proportion to the 
nembm of the eftabliAment in that countiy than th^ are 
fn thii^ and therefore^ notwkhftanding the meafups moft 
have appeared mueh more htmardwn .{yi^M^ is the plea for 
refuluig us) the courts and of courfe the clergy^ did not think 
\X prudent to refufe their requeft. There were no meeting 
of the clergy on the occafion, no fuch ^oions as Mr. 
Madan'8 wane pneachedt and k^ds and commons were» I 
helieve^ imanfawmis in piffing the bilL But here the court 
is at prefent againft us, and the clergy (though the churdt 
ivould not receive a fhadow of harm from the meafure, as 
the experience of Ireland for the laft eleven vears abun- 
dantly proves) indulge themfelves in (hewing tiieir diilike to 
vs, becaufe they can do it with impunity. 

For the fame reafisns we were twice repoliiBd when we 
petitioned to be relieved from the obligation we were moft 
unreafonably laid under to fubfcribe the greater part of the 
articles of your church, a church with wl^iich we have no- 
thing to d% and from which we receive no emolument. 
But the court, wiAiing to ihew fome favour to the Caibo" 
Uct\ and fearing left a clamour would be raiijed by the more 
Ibber part of the nation, i£ fom^hing was not done for us 
too, thought proper at length to grant our requed i and then 
nothing more was heard of any oppofition from the clergy. 
Such is the policy of a court, and fuch the operation of^ 
the fundamental principle of fa^t^sbi^tnci^ dnd mn^n^ 
^oHce in the clergy, ever true to the terms of their olSiHUi 

with ihe ftaie. 

If thefe A^s were repealed, there would be no vifiWe 
change whatever in the afpe^ of public affairs, refpedling 
church or ^te« It would joot^ in bBi^ give any additional 

power 
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power to tht Diflhtters, nor, if it did, ooidd that power to 
employed to the injury of the church. It is not na/oH^ or 
even /ilf defence^ or felf tnUrtJi^ that has driven the gene- 
rality of your clergy to this violence againd us \ but merely 
kig*iry and fajjion. Many men of the beft uodeKbnding 
anKMig them clearly iee thiS| and wonder at miidi as I do, 
at die general inAuuation* 

Befides, is it for the credit of the church of England to 
fuppofe it to be naturally weaker, and to (land in more need 
of foreign Aipport, independent of a voluntary attachment 
to it, at foonded in truth, than other eftabliihed churches ? 
No other national church (and thejr are found in almoft all 
parte of the chriftian world) hae any fuc|| feeurity ae this, 
or has ever found the want of it. Mr. Madan, indeed, 
quotes Dean Swift, p. 26, in faying that "in Holland none 
^ are admitted into civil oihces who do not conform to the 

ItpX worihip." But Swift*, like the late Dr« Johnfon^ 
MaJed a good natosal underftanding with the lowed 
Ugotry. He nrithcr knew, nor cared to know, any thing 

* Tkfi cootemptuotts nianiier in ^wludi Swiit dwayt nMBtioM X)^ 

fenterst as if they were not even of the human fpecies, fhews di€ defpi- 

cable narrowrtefs of his mind ; and yet a paflage of his writings, in 
which thi$ is tiic moil conlpicuoiis, is quoted witli approbation by ^Ir, 
Madan. * The offer of their abilities,' fays Mr. Madan, p. a6, * integ- 

* rity and learning, and all tl^t may be intended by their quick-Ji^hted 

* ^liteaU* (aliadmg in m fntcr to an cxpraffion in one of my pubUcatums) 

* for the ivnct o? the ftate, will be foiEcieiidy noticed by a fhort cxtfaSt 
•from Swift. "Their zeal, fays he, is commendable, and when em - 

ployments go a begging for vvrint of hands, they fhall be fure to have 
** the refijfal j only upon condition that they will not pretend to them 
upon maxims which eaually include At-litiiis, Jews, Turks, Jnfidel3» 
and HenticSy or whicn is ftill more dangerous, even Papifts them- 
^Ifclm." TUs is ^ contend of the contemptibU^ which fticws the 
writer not worthy to rank with any of the claffes of men he here enu- 
merates. When I read fuch ftuff as this, and find it the language of this 
day, as much as it was in the time of Sachevcrel, I hlcfs God that I was 
born H free Dijjentgr, not manacled by the chains of iu dcbaliug a iyitem 
as that of the church of England, and that I was not educated at 
Oxibfd or Cambridge. My education, in tliis at leaft unfpeakahly more 
libera] than theirs, has taught me to efteem Pafi^Si JewSf Turks, 
JtifiJefsy Ht-retirs, and even Atheifts if they be honeft men, and the Ckurcb- 
of-F.nyJand-inan too who def|iircs me. It is bccaufe he has been no 
better taught, or beeaufe God has not given him a better underiHnding. 

about 
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about the DifTenters, and he paid no regard to truth or de-« 
cency in his invedives againft them« What he faid of tho 
Dutch Mr. Madan might eafily know not to be true hh 
feft. For though every burgomaftcr, and thofe who admi-^ 

niiter juftice, mull have fubfcribed the national conteirion 
of faith, no te(l is requred of thofe who ferve in the ariAy 
or navy, which are offices of infinitely more power ; anci 
in thefe there are in(lances of their employing even Roman 
Catholic$« 

It is plain, however, that Mr. Madan was not able to 
quote any other inftance of fuch illiberality as difgraces this 
country. Before the late revolution in France a Proteftant 
had been at the ^ead of the French army againd other Pro- 
teftants, and another had been their prime minifter in civil 
aiiairs, without any apprehenfion being entertained by the 
mod bigoted of the Catholics for the fafety of their eft?i- 
blirtied church. Lord North told us that this was one of 
the accidental advantages of an arbitrary governmnt. But 
this lij)eral fyftem is continued now that that government is 
become more free than ours. The catholic religion ftill 
continues in France, though Proteftants are admiffible into 
all places of truft or power. 

Is there not an eftabli(hed church in Scotland, as well as 
in England f and does not that fublill yery well without any 
,Teft A6^, even with the difad vantage of its king being of 
another religion \ Yet they allow that king to employ 
whom he pleafes in all offices of trud and power in Scot- 
land, without fliewing any fear for the iafety of their na- 
tional religion. It is plain, therefore, that the Scoth clergy, 
who have never made any complaint or remonftrdnce on the 
lubje^, have far more confidence In the goodnefs and (la- 
bility of their ecclefiaftical eftablilhment than tho £ngli(h 
clergy, who are fo miferably and fo univerfally panic ftruck, 
have with refpe^t to theirs. You, brave Engliftimen, luuft 
be alhanied of fuch cowards. 

But what is this Teil A6t, and what can it do for your 
dkurcby or for any church I If it cannot be fupported withr 
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out it, I am very fure that it cannot with-it. For it is no 
more than a cobweb^ which any fly may break through. In 
order to qualify for a civil office, it requires that a pcrfon 
ihould receive the communion according to the rites of the 
church of £ngland. But this is what tnoft Diiienters now 
do without violating their confcience at all. You fee that 
both Mr. RulTcll and Mr. Taylor in your own neighbour-* 
hood, have done it, and in confequence hold the office of 
jujiici of the peace. Thefe are men of honour and principle, « 
propor to be trufled with any degree of power, fiut bad 
men, againft whom alone you ought to be upon your guards 
even Athdils, men of no religion, whb laugh at your 
church, and who will fupport it no longer than it lupports 
them, make no fcruple at all of conforming to this Tefl. 
They are ready to kneel at the rails of your chancel when- 
ever they are cabled upon, and laugh in their Qamt all the 
ttme« ' 

To make this Tell any thing like a real guard to the 

church, and exclude 1 1 om offices of truft and power, all who 
are not bona fide members of it, you fhould in lift upon their 
Gommunicatii^ habitually^ and not only that^ but on their 
attending your public worfliip every Lord's-day. Whereast 
the hSt is, that very few perfons in any confiderable office 
attend the fervice of your church at all, except when the 
duties of their office abfoiutely require it. This Tefl Ai^, 
which you now make your fheet anchor, the main pillar 
within the church, and the great buttrefs without it, can 
.in fad do nothing for it. It only excludes fome fcrupu- 
louily confctenttous men, who in general. are not much 
qu^iiihed for public buiincfs, 2nd who might be very inno- 
^ centiy admitted into any place. We chiefly objed to this 
ad becaufe that it is difgraceful to us, though much more fo 
to the country which impofes it. * 

The exiftence of this A6t is not of a piece with the Tibe- 
rality -of the country in other refpe6ls. For Diiienters may 
be peers, or they may fit in the houie of commons. There, 
you fay, there is no danger from them, becaufe their num- 
bcr is inconAderable. fiut would not that be the very 

lame 
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fame with fcfpeft to any other places of tnift and poii^# 
If the obnoxioas were rep^M, Dtflentefi woidd not 

be admitted into offices but at the nomination oi the crown, 
and certainly not in fuch numbers as to make them for mi- 
dable. For if perions of all religious periuaiions were em-^ 
ployed alike, in proportion to their numbers, there would 
always be the faoie over*bakifice of officers belonging to th« 
cftabliAed region i which would bo fafficknt to eonntir*- 
aa the attempts of their brother officers of aU the difftrent 
re£ls, efpecially as thefe would, of courfe, be divided among 
themfelves. 

If, for example, there (hould be an hundred officers in 
the army or belonging to the ef^nblifhed church, and 
ten, or even twenty, of half a doMi different feds, what is 
it Uiat could be apprehended fimm them } In fa£t much 

Icfs than now. Becaufe as things now are, all Dillenters 
have a principle of union among themfelves, in their com- 
mon cxciufion from civil offices, which would not then 
exift. Ail would rather be difpoiisd to pay their court to the 
chief mag^ftrate^ who had the power of giving to each par- 
ticolar perfoa what he wiOied to obtain, which would iia« 
torally give him a bias in favour of his religion, viz. that 
of the Ttate. Confequently, the prefent fyftem is as impolitic^ 
as it is imjufly if the jafeiy cf the church be the objc6t ; and 

on this principle fome DiOenters prefer their prefent (itua* 
tion. Admifficn to ovil offices at the nomination of the 
court would, as they firy, difpole men to favour the court, 
and to become lefs mIous as Diflenters ; and the clergy 

thcmfelves, if they were not blinded by their rage again ft 
the Diflenters, might fee this. But in this and in many 
other refpe^is, their condu£k favours of a kind of infatuatimt^ 
fuch as generally precedes ruin. If you, who are tradefmen^ 
fliould a^ with no more judgment in the condud of jmr 
affairs; than they do with refped to ihitrs^ you would foon 
become bankrupts, 

Mr. Madan fays, p. 17, that the leglflature has en- 
^ deavoured to provide for the fecurity of the fcate by thofe 

^ means which ought to beeffeftual with every man, as the 

ftrong^ft 
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« Rroogeft and mdl whM whidi can pofiUy be qM/* 
Bttt ctminly this if ra3^ng a great deal too mtieh* I hav0 
ihewn you very plainly how it Slight have been made much 
ilronger; and if what I have above propofcd fliould not 
be thought fufficienty kt every civil officer be made ta 
fwcar aUigianei to the church 9/ England, Make them inonr 
ferpctual cnmky to all Diflciiter9» and boftSliy crai to the 
prince upon the throne if he IbottM ever be hoftiie to the 
church, or be difcovcred to look with the leaft degree of 
complacency upon a fingle Diflenter. This method would 
be much more effe(5lual, and certainly more decent^ than 
the preffittition of a facred ordinance of religion to fo pro- 
fiaaiie and fbre^ a j^urpofe aa the (pialificacion for a civil 
ifiee. 

Afi 9afh exprefsly declares the purpofe for which it is 
adminiftered. A man is thereby made to profefs fome 
fpecific thing, which it may be proper for the government 
that he (hould profefs, in order that, if he was found to 
violate hia oath, he might be^bjoftrtoa cerMin penalty. 
But the mere aA of reo^ving the Lord Wupper, without 
any deddratlon annexed to it, exprefiWe of the purpofe for 

which it is received, implies no civil cbllL^ation at all. 
The communicant may confidcr the adiion \i\ his own lights 
and many will do it as a token of chriilian teilowlhip with 
Other chriftians of a diffenmc communion. On this idea 
the femous Mr. Bajctcr, though a Aeady Diflenter (having 
rdMed a bifliopric that Wat offered'him) chofe to comma** 
nicite once a year with the church of England ; and other 
Diflenters have voluntarily done the fame i not as mcmberji 
of the church of England themfelves, but to ihew their 
brotherly refpecl for it. *s 
If (he fenfe of ^e le^flature may be admitted in the itn 
terpretatlon of any law, a Diflenter may have lefs fcniple 
in communicating with the church of England iu order to 
his adaiiiTion into any civil office, becaufe it is well known 
that the law was not meant to exclude Diifeatersy but only 
Catholicf^ 

According 
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' According, therefore, to the manner in which the Lord's^ 
fupper is required to be received by candidates for civil 
offices, it is no lecurity at all to the church of England ; 
but an horrible prophanation of one of her facred ntes, and 
Aich as muft be the occafion of much fcandal to the truly 
piotts members of.yoor church. If a man perform any 
nligiouf a£iy whatever it be, he ihould be left to his own 
liberty to perform it when he finds himlelf in a proper dif- 
pofition for it. But in this cafe, whether a man think him* 
felf qualified or unqualified, whether he be difpofed or in- 
difpofed to the rdi^ous exercife, the ceremony muft be 
performed. What pain then muft this give to ferious 
clergymen, who are dire^ed by the canons of the church 
not to give the communion to perfons whom they deem to 
be unworthy^ and yet are compellable by acl of parliament 
to adminifter it, without diQin6tion> to all who are appointed 
to public offices*? 

Now, though I differ from you who are of the church 
of England with refpe£fc to fome of your tenets^ and the 
form of your church government^ I tr uu we feel alike for the 
honour of what is common to us as cbr^/Jiafu and this, 
you mudconfefs, is difgraced by the flatutes which wepeti- 
fion to have repealed. They are fuch (iatutes as unbe- 
lievers would have made, in order to turn your facraments, 
and your religion, into ridicule. If, therefore, you really wi(h 
to exclude us Diflenters from all civil offices, do it effeHu- 
allyy but in a more decent and proper manner, fuch as will 
(hew that it is your religion that you value, and that you 
wifh to guard by this provifion. But if you hnd, as you 
muft have done already, that no inconvenience has in fa^ 
arifen from Diffenters (among whom are to be recb>ned 
Scotchmen, who^ though Prdbyteriansi muft take the Teft 

* A ferUms member of the church of fin^and happening to attend 

prayers in a church where, without his knowing it, it was die ctiAom 

to admijiiflcr the Lord's-fuppcr for the fake of qiialifyinf perfons to 
receive civil ofHces, chofe to communicate with them. But when he 
was nfter-wanls taking his hat to walk out, the clerk Hepped up to him; 
and faid, ** Sir, it will do you no good if you have not a certificate.^ 

as 
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As well as we) being in civil o&ces, and there are perhaps 
as many of them in fuch offices now, as there would be if 
the Teft was aboiilhed, throw it afide at oncei as a thing 
tKat is equally d'fgraceful and ufelcfs^ and provide no fubfii* 
tute for it at ail. 

How weak then, you ke, is this barrier which Mr# 
Madan fays, p. 23, " the wifdom of a former age has 

ereded for its defence,'*, viz. that of your church, and 
<^ which the experience of a century has proved to be effec* 
** tual.'* I think, however, that I have abundantly (hewn 
that this is afcribing a great deal too much to uhs boafted 
ftatute, whereas it is only like a fly upon the chariot wheel, 
faying What a dujl I raife. If the experience of a century 
has proved this barrier to be effe^ual, the experience of two 
preceding centuries, and alio that of Ireland at prefent,- 
proves it to be perfedly infignificant. 

If vou look into the Refolutions pafTed by the clerfry at 
their ieveral meetings, to defeat our application to parh'a- 
ment, or into the pamphlets that have been written by the 
firiends of the eftahlifliment on the fubjeiS^, you wilt find 
them triumphing moft of all in averting the right that all 
men, and all focieties of men, have to chufe their own fer- 
vants, and to iay who they are that they think proper to 
trud with any degree of power. This country, they fay, 
has even laid fimilar reftri^ions on the exercife of kingly 
power, by making a Roman catholic ineligible to that office* 
What then, fay they, have Diffenters to complain of more 
than other clafTes of perfons, even the higheft ? 

Now, my friends, we never quertioned the abfolute right 
of the kgiflature to pais any a^ refpet^ing Diflenters, or 
any other defcription of men, but only the wifdm of their 
condcuS^. It will not be denied but that any man has a 
right to employ one of his hands to cut off the other, but 
would not al! the world call him a fool for fo doing ? 

The legilkture of this country may, no doubt, carry their 
plan of difabilities, in a variety of refpeds, much farther 
then they have done. They might exclude all officers of 
the army or navy, all lawyers, all tradefmcn) and even all 

D , bilhops. 
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iHfliops, firoiD a feat in either hoafe of |>sirliament. An aA 

may be made to prevent the king employing in hit fenric« 
all men who have red hair, or, if that be complained of as 
a n^itural incapacity, all who fhould wear wigs. But the 
quedion is whether it would be wife to ad in this manner^ 
vrhether it would be confulting the good of the country to 
Ibbje6^ the execnttve power to foch reftriclions. Now wc , 
think ii as uuivijc^ and therefore, (Iritf^Iy fpcaking, as wrongy 
and as contrary to proper aiid natural r'lghty to fay that 
the king and the country (hail not beferved by Diilenters^ 
If, in other refpe^ks, they be well qualified to ferve them, 
r I woold farther oMerve that this bufineia would bo 
better conduded if Dieters as fuch, were absolutely pro- 
hibited from being admitted into civil oificcs ; fo that tlieir 
ncHTiination and cle6iion fliould be null and void, and not 
permit them, as is the cafe at prefent in corporate towns, 
to have a regahir nomination to an office^ and to allow the 
validity of their ads while they are in it, and then fubjefl 
them to a dreadful penalty, fuch as nothing but the greateft 
of crimes can julhfy, for having accepted it. For the pen- 
alty is the payment of five hundred pounds, being difabied 
from filing or profecuting in any court of law, being guar- 
diana of any child, being e3iecutors or adminiftratora ^any 
perfon, and being incapable of recdving any legacy or deed 
of gift. There is nothing in the civil policy of any other 
country fo cruely and at the fame time fo infidious as this. 
Tlua is in a country the laws of which, and efpecialiy ita 
criminal law^ isfo much the boaft of its inhabitants ! How-* 
tyer, great numbers o^ the members of your church are juft 
now In the fame fituation, fo that, if the Dtifenters were ^ 
difpofed, they might take ample revenge. For if the profe- 
cution be begun before the afl of indemnity (which from the 
geaerai neglect of complying with the Tell is always found 
necefTary every fefiions of parliament) be paifed, the law 
mnft have its courfe. But I hope no DifTenters will follow 
foeh an example, if it (kould be fee them by any members of 
the church of Kiigland. I truil we are better chi uliaas. 

* 
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LETTER V. 

Of the Defeat of the D^Jpntcrs In the Houfe of Csmmonf^ 

Adcu cb^ iy I79O1 and tht Condudi of tbt Qtrgy in pra- 
curing it* 

SINCE I wrote the preceding letter, your clergy' (for 
it has been thtir meafurQ and not ywrsy and in the 
^vrftiit of it they have confulted their enmity to thcDiflca*^ 
ters rather than either their own reafon, or your intereft) 

have gained their point. After a fuil tlifcuffion of the qucf» 
tlon before the houfe of Commons a great inajority ap- 
peared again(t the repeal. 1 he clergy have had their 
trivmph, and, no doubr, exult in our defeat ; nor do wo 
envy them. For we are not in the leaft difcourag^d. 
know mankind too well to expeA that, impofed upon &$ 
tliey have been lb long, they will hear the plained reafbns 
thefirft, or thefecond time that they are prefented to them. 
AlTure yourfelves that they will be preieuted again and 
agiin, a fourth, a fifths iod if neceffary, a fiftieth time* 
We diall give abandant exercife for the talent your dergy 
appear to have for tnvedive, and many more inflammatory 
fermons, fuch as Mr. Madan's, will be preached and pob« 
lilhed. We alio, wliile we are able to fpealc, lhall preaJ-^ 
and while the prefs is open to uj, we (hall not fail to ivrite^ 
in our own defence ; and after a few years more the nacioa 
at large muft be ftapid indeed, if they do not perfedly under* 
Ibnd the fubje<fl. And aa we ara m<Nre than ever confident 
that tiafin^ ju/itcey and found poHey are dearly on our fide^ 
we have no doubt but that tlie final decifion will be in our 
favour. We Oiall even a(k more than we have hitherto 
done, and (hail not be refused. 

When we ecmfider how ma^f mofe fnenda we have- 
mar, thffi tK» bii«eAC# ^f a popular king, and all the 
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arts of an infidious minifter are againft us (no ftone having 

been left unturned to defeat our application) than we had in 
the two lafl reigns, when the court was uniformly in our 
favour, we are conviixced that liberal feiUiments. favourable 
to our jud claims, have gained much ground $ and we are 
confident) from the encreafing liberality of the age (thepro- 
grefs of which all the clergymen in England can no more 
put a ftop to, than they can prevent the fan, after he is rifen, 
from alccndmg to his meridian ahitude) will gain grour.d 
more and more. As to the r/^ro-v, we makeourlllves per- 
fect ly eafy about them* For Ihould the court once more 
foiile upon us (and courts you know are changeable things) 
fliould the minifter of the day only give a Angle nod, their 
oppofition will vanifli as by a charm. It will be like throw* 
ki^ a few drops of Dr. Franklin's oil upon th.c waves, which 
will make their troubled waters as Imooth as a looking 
glafs. Mr. Madan may preach again from the fame text 
to [peak evil of no man^ and to bo ggntii towards all men $ but 
it will be a very different fermon from that which is now 
before you, and much more agreeable to the fpirit of the 
apoftle. The bifliops of this reign would, in fuch a cafe, 
inftantly become as liberal as thofe of the laft ; and as to 
the inferior clergy^ they would wheel about as quickly as 
ibldiert on a parade when the word of command is given In 
the prefence of the king in St. James's park. Indeed, to 
be confident with themfelves, they muft obty the higher 
powers whatever they are. For the powers that hi an «r» 

daincd of Cod^ and ll.crefure to refij} the priuer^ as Mr. 
Madan has been careful to remind you, is to reftfi the ordi' 
nance of God. 

. Should the king, like Ahafuerus in the book of EAher, 
vi.. I* not be able to fletf^ and call upon one of the lords of 
his bedchamber to read to hm out of the book of the records of 

the chronicles of the kings of England, and (hould there find 
wiio had been the moft zealous for the revolution undec 
king William, for the acceliion of the Houfe of Hanover, 

imdfor the fuppreffion of the rebellions in 17 15 and 1745* 

and 
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and who took his part eveti in a late change of admlnidra- 
tion, and then inquire what honour and dignity (ch. vi. 6.) 
had been done to his friends, and the friends of his family, 
and learn that) indead of any thing having been done to r^* 
> wardj much had been done to mortify and puni/h them ; 
that to this very day they had been perfecuted by lies and 
calumnies, as men whofe laws were dlverfe from ihofe of all 
§tber people^ and who do not^eep the king's laws, and there- 
fore fay, that it is not for the king*s profit i9 fuffer them (ch, iii. 
8.) poor defplfed Mordecai maybe advanced, and Tome 
other ufe be made of the gallows that was ere^ed for him. 

In the mean time, we Diiicnteis are perfectly fatisfied 
with the uprightnefs of our views, and the juftnefs of our 
caufe, and ihall patiently wait till the nation Ihall coolly re-» 
confider the queftion; unlefs the clergy rifing as (if they re^ 
cove no check firom above) they naturally will, in their 
violence againd us, (liould, in order the better to fecure the 
intereft of their church, procure a Jaw to Lanijh (for they 
will hardly now think of burning) us ^11 ; and then, as fome 
of them are now known to boad that they have no DiiTen^ 
ters in their pari(heS| they may join in one general Te Deum^ 
that there are none in the nation i and that we are all driven 
to France or America, where they fuppofe we (hall meet 
with fpirits congenial to our own. If, in coiifequence of this, 
as the Dillenters have always been an indullrious people, 
jinother Birmingham and another Manchefter ihould be 
cdabliflied there, they will only r^oice the more, that all 
the taxes, and alt the tithes, then perhaps doubled, will be 
paid clicarfuliy by the genuine fons of the churchy and that 
their pockets will be no more contaminated with the fees 
of DiiTenters. Then will church and Jiate congratulate each 
other, and be as fociable and happy as the two kings of 
firentfird^ dreading no gunpowder^ real or metaphorical. 

With refpeiSl to your intereft as a trading nation, and the 
feveral articles of ^}ur manufaclure^ what arc they compared 
to the articles of relig-ion F Any one of the thirty-nine is of 

more value than an hundred of thofe in your invoices. The 
♦ D J ' fbunb 
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ehurch Is even before the kln^^ and the kina, no doubt, be- 
fore his fubjiSis, Let the church therefore, tiiat is, the 
elcrgyt be by all means gratified in the firft piace^ the king 
in the next, and you, the fiopU^ keeping ycwr proper order, 
in the Ia(^. 

7"he zeal of your ctergy for the church may beft be cAi- 
rnated by the facrifices they make to it ; and I can (hew you 
that, in order to prevent the repeal of the Corporation and 
Teft hSt%y which they confider as neceflary to the fecurity 
of the church, they have facrificed a thing of far more valuo 
to them than their temporal intereft. For they have thought 
the caufe fo good, that it AtXtntd to be promoted at the 
expencc even of truth. You will alfo fee, by the account 
which 1 lhali give you of their condu^, that mere zeal for 
the church i$ not the whole of thdr merit. They bavo 
fiiewn great ahilit^ in the management of their affain, and 
are as fit for minifters of ftate, at for the fervlce of the 
church. 

Thinking it of feme confcquence to their purpofe, that 
fome Diilenters, whofe names are known to the public (Ps 
that k might be imagined that their fentimentt would be 
thofe of fome considerable number at leaft of the body to 
vWch they belonged ) (hould be reprcfented as faf^ious men, 
and enemies to govern nienr in church and ilatCj they fent, 
too late to be difcovered and counteracted, to every member 
of the Houfe of Commons, and to all the bi(hops, a printed 
paper (a copy of which I have in my hands) containing £»• 
traSts jfrom the preface U my Letters to Mr, Burn^ fo difpofed, 
and mutilated, as to give a very unfair view of my real prin- 
ciples and condu'f^ ; and of this paper a mofl important 
life was made by Mr. Burke in the courfe of the debate 
raifing the indignation of the houfe againft me, and the 
JDiiTenters in general, as being fuppofed to avow fentlmettta 
equally violent with myfelf. 

I (hall give the following paragraph as a fpccimen of the 
■whole, that you may judge of their proceedings yourfelves. 
That which ia printed in the Rmtm cbander is their 
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<xtra^5 but what immediatdy fbllowt in /itf&i, they 
omitted, evidently becaufe k was not calculated to anfwer 

their purpofc. 

Whether I be more pleafed, or difpieafed, with their 

prefeat violence, kt them now judge. The greater their 

violence, the gprater is our confidence of final fucoeTs. 
^ Btcmuft it will ixciti more ftiilh d'ifcujfion^ wbieb is all that 
** M neceffary for Htr purpofe,** Preface, p. 15. 

Without the latter claufe of this paragraph, which they 
artfully kept out of fight, it was natural to conclude, as the 
Hottfc no doubt did, that to the violence of the clergy, I 
was ready to oppoie (Ull greater wUna^ and not fo ino^ 
ftnfive a thing as mere argununt^ 

That my mode of promoting reformation, and of procur- 
ing redrefs of grievances, is of the moft pacific nature, you 
aaay fee in the following paragraph, which is part of a Note 
(p. 12) in the fame Preface, but which you will not won- 
der that they omitted to quote, becaufe it would no more 
iu¥e anfwered tfadr purpofe, than the laft danfe of the pro- 
ceding paragraph. 

*' It has always been my opinion that Drflenters fliould 
" not accept of any civil oihces for which the majority of 
^ their countrymen have pronoonced them diic^alified, but 
^patieocly aoquteCce in their exclufion from thetn, till it 
^ fliall pkafe God, In the courfe of his providence, and by 
•** means of our peaceable reprekntatioiis and remonftrances, 
" to open the eyes, and enlarge the minds, of our country- 

men, and thereby give them more jull ideas of tlie natural 
^ rights of men, and of the true intereft of their country.'* 

This printed p^-Jper^ thus artfully managed, ierved Mr. 
as a text, from which he declaimed, in his eloquent 
manner, againft myfelf, and all the Di{re[iters, juil as Mr. 
MadSm has done in his Sermon^ with this difference, that 
Mr. Borfce was impcfed uporty and fufpe<^ing no fraud, kept, 
to the iixt that was given him} whereas Mr. Madan foon 
M fighc flf iUi« But what wdl Mr. Burke, and the r€ft of 
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, the honourable houfe of Commons fay, ^hen they find 

how ilicy have been taken in? 

Mr. Burke is a perfori with whom I have been well ac- 
quainted more than twenty years, and till this affair, he 
always profeOed much refpedl for me, as I had for him* 
The laft time he came through Birmingham, he called at 
my houfe, and we had much free and confidential conver- 
fation. But how (hall we meet after this? He will blame 
his want of fagacity, in being over-reached ; but he will fay, 

how could 1 exped any deceit from fo holy a quarter.*' 
Now my friends, you need not be told that they who could 
do this^ or knowingly permit others to do it, would do almoft 
any thing elfe to gain the dime point. They muft have had 
an intent to deceive^ and this it is that conftitutes the crimi- 
nality of any wilful violation of truth. 

How great, then, muft be the value tkat your clergy (for 
the fufpicion will naturally fall on fome of this body) have 
for the caufe of the church, when they rifque even their 
own falvation for the fake of it ? The conduffc of the apof^ 
ties themfelves was never fo difinterefted as this. Bur, like 
the immortal Curtius, they confidercd that, if they did not 
leap into the gulph, the church iifelf, and all you who belong 
to it, muft have been fwallowed up. Now, had there been 
any furgaUry in your church, this condu^ would not have 
been fo meritorious. For out of purgatory there is re* 
dciuption, but none from that place to which ivhojoever 
lovpth and makcib a He (Rev. xxii. 15.) muft eo. Hut this 
being a place only mentioned in lermons, and by polite 
preachers not even there, I muft refer you to your Bibles, 
if you wi(h to know any thing more about it. It Is pollible^ 
however, that as thofe of the clergy who diftinguifh them- 
felves the moft by their oppofition to Diflenters approach a 
Jittle to the church of Rome, they may think to fave them- 
felves by cQnfeJfmg and ahjoiving one another. And as life 
is always uncertain, if they be as wife in the affairs of th« 
nfKt WPrid as they are. in thofe of tbis^ the ceremony is by 

this 
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Ais time probably over, and their confciences entirely at reft. 
Tlunk not, however, that they would recommend Aich 
condud to you^ and thereby rifque your fahattoni (ince it is 

only tor the fake of the church, in which your falvation, 
your lives and fafeties all^ are embarked, that tliey who are 
afew^ chufe to run this rifque for you who are muf^. 

When the mifchief is done, the proverb fays we may as 
well laugh as cry^ becaufe both are equally unavailing, and 
the former is more pieafant, as well as more conducive to 
health. I hope, therefore, you will cxcufe me, though I 
have not been quite ferious on a very ferious fubje^. In- 
deed, as a ferious one, it concerns your clergy and your* 
felves, much more than it does me. I (hall, however, con- 
dude this letter with perfed ferioufnefs. 

1 he temper which your clergy have (hewn in preaching, 
without any provocation whatever, fo long, and fo violently, 
agaioA the DilTenters, and the meafures they have taken to 
oppofe us, fome of them, you fee, the mod artful and 
wicked,^ve us real concern ^ and we have the lefs hope of 
any return of liberality in our favour from feeing fuch men 
as Mr. Madan joining the party of the bigots, and retailing 
with apparent glee the low and malignant fcurrility of Swift 
ag^nft the Diiienters of his day. 

As to Mr. Bum's being willing to have a gird at me^ w 
Falftaff fays, it may eafily be accounted for. He has a 
laudable view to rife in his profeflion ; and being a man of 
good natural underftandlrig, and good elocution, but having 
had no advantage of education, or family connexions, he 
may think it neceiiary to do fomething in order to make 
himfelf confptcuous* And he mi^it fuppofe he could not 
do better than follow the fure footfteps of thofe who had 
fucceeded in the fame chace before him. This might ap- 
pear the more neceflary in his cafe, as, having been a preacher 
among the Methodifts and DifTenters (which, as I am well 
blown highly to refpedl the Methodiils, little as they refpeA 
me, and as I am a diiienting miniiler myfelf, I cannot men- 
lion with any contempt) his attachment to the eftabliihed 

church 
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church might, without doing iboiething of ihis nature^ Jiave 

been liable to be queftioned. 

But Mr. Madan is in very different circumftances. He 
is Q gentieman born. His famiiy and connections are re- 
fpe^tiUe^ he has had the mod jiberal education that hie 
country can g^ve. He is a man of a natural good tempery 
of poJilhed and engaging manners, and the door of prefer* 
ment is fo open to him, that he hardly needs to knock in 
order to enter. For fuch a man as he, without any pro- 
^ocaiioQ, to deal out fuch groft abttfiB» and with fuch un« 
commoo if^msati^ Aiews what we have to expert from tbi 
iimt. If fuch men at Mr. Madan can dtve^ themielves 
of all liberality of fcntimcnt, and treat as rebels^ and /.ypo-* 
erhes^ men with whom they have frequent intercourlt:, and 
whom they ought to know better^ and confequcnrly to re- 
ipe^5i, we fee that, as things art ntw Jkmt$dy there ti bo 
hope kfr. If sot from fneb men a« from whom are 
we to expeft decent treatment? It is a proof that the 
ilandard is ratfed againft us, and that all the clerpv, and 
other friends of the cotirt, whether naturally diipoied to it 
cr not, mull join tlieir ranks, in oppofiog us. 

Ai>d what if it that they are purfuiog ? It if a meni 
ihadow, an unrefifting fubftanoe* We have neither the 
^w^, nor the wiU, to make any oppofition, except in a 
field in which they cannot meet us, tiie open field ot reafm 
and argument. Out of this we can never be forced ; and 
as to thia, or any particular country, we are cittztns of th^ 
iunrU% md s/wi h fmtjttmui in tm fkct, we muil en- 
dearotir, as our Saviour recommends, to Jke t$ amMtrm 
HofMng, however, to be permitted to (lay a while longer m 
a fituation lb perfeully agreeable to mc in other relpeds, and 
JM having very long to continue in aay» 

I am, &c« 

P.S* The fttljea of my next Letter wiU be 
which being a thing that Mr. Madan has no want of him* 
feif, I Oiall (hew you he ha$ thmight littk about^ and ccr^ 
iatoly does not underiland. 
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LETTER VI. 
0/ a Csmflttt TeUratkn. 
hiy Friends and CouDtrymco, 

MR. Midan, Hkie odier writers on the fame fide <if the 
quefVion, willing to reprefent the ehttrch to which he 

belongs in the beft light that he can (and tolera:ion being 
fortunately at this time a reputable thing) gives it the praife 
of uUrant, Now this we DiiTenters readily and thankfully 
acknowledge to a certain degree. The of Tolenitioii» 
pafied in x\m tkne of king WHliam, which refeued the Dif- 
falters from fiarving or rotting in dungeons, and whkh, 
tinder certain, though hard, rdlri6)bns, allowed them to 
wodliip God in the forms they moil approved, was a valu- 
able thing. But for this we do not confider ourselves as at 
al^'lndebted to the churchy though the bifhops might not 
vote againd it. It was the lifaeraiit3r of the ftat^ in Ipitc of 
the thurth. The fame ww the cafe with reljpeA to the laft 
hoon that we obtained. For it was not till after two 
repulfcs, in which the biihops, as ufual, voted on the into* 
Urant fide of the queflion, that we got excufed from lub- 
icribing many of the articles of the church of England by 
which we had been bound before, fiot ftiU it is well known 
that another a6t of perliamem rtmains in foroei wfaioli 
makes it eventually confifcation of foods and imprilbnment 
for life for any man, educated a chriiuan, to declare his dif* 
belief of the dodrinc of the trinity. 

Now, as many of us DiiTenters do ferioufly diibelieve this 
do6hin« of the trinity^ and even think it our duty to en« 
deavoor to bring others to bdieve as we do^ vis. in the 
do^lrine of the ihilnt unity^ as oppofed to that of the trinity^ 
It is evident that, while this law fubfifts, there is no proper 
uUrMm in this country for us. And yei Mr. A4nJan, 

knowing 



44 Familiar Lntm addrejfed to ibe 

knowing this, and exprelsly mentioning it, can Infult us^ 
as others of the clergy are perpetually doing, by faying, 
p. 12, that we have the fuiie(l liberty of coofcience and 
« opinion/* " This doSttine^" (viz. the trinity) fays he, 
p. 1 9, " the Diflenters think proper to reje£>, and they 
are at liberty ro rejei"^ it," that is at the rifque of the 
penalty above mentioned, which, if any pcrfun Ihould be 
bigot enough to inform againQ us, ndther Mr. Madan, nor 
any other clergyman, let his difpofition towards us be ever 
fo friendly, can prevent being exa£led to the uttermoft. 
This certainly is no toleration. It is mere connivance^ and 
fuch as any felon may enjoy wiiile nobody thinks proper to 
profecute him. 

Mr. Madan himfelf fays, p. 2X» I will admit that the 
rigorous execution of this law would certainly be m« 
<^ tolerant/' Is it not then plain, that though EngU/hmen 
may be merciful, the laws are unmerciful, and therefore 
ought to be repealed ? You will naturally think that after 
Mr. Madan himidt had taxed the law with mtolerance, if 
carried into executicn (which is certainly faying nothing at all 
in favour of the iaw) he would be for the repeal of it. But 
this by no means follows. Without calling tlus law any 
guard of the church, or of the principles of it, which how- 
ever it was intended to be, and even making a merit of its 
not being executed, he fays, p. 21, " the deliberate repeal 
of it would certainly operate as a virtual fandion for that 
condud which it was enaAed to reftrain/' That is, if 
there had been any law which made it death to f^eal an apple, 
it ought not to be repealed, becaufe that would be a virtual 
fandiion to the Healing of apples. Is not this moft curious 
reafoning? Your clergy, I hope, give you better from the 
pulpit than in fuch publications as thefe« If the reafoning 
of Paul (Ads xxiv. 25.) had beien no better than tbhy Felilc 
would have been more difpofed to laugh than to tremble. 

It is, indeed, fomething extraordinary that Mr, Madan's 
ingenuity (hould not be ^ble to find (omt medium in thi$ 

cafCft either by proporuonjipg (he j^unilbment to the crimes 

or 
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or by repealing a law, which, however well intended, is 
found to be of no ufe, and which they are afhamed to exe- 
cute. Is it not poffible to abrogate what is acknowledge 
to be wrong, without authorizing another wrong ? What 

a poor kgiflator would Mr. Madanbe? You muft certainly 
fee, though Mr. Madan cannot, that the repeal of the law 
of king William, by which we are now forbidden, under 
the penalty of confifcation of goods and imprifonment for 
lifi^ to declare our difbelief of the dodrine of the trinity, 
would only give us the liberty of avowing our principles, 
and would by tio means imply aa approbation of them. 
Will Mr. Madan fay that the A61 of Toleration implied any 
approbation of the principles of DifTenters i U fo, he htm*-' 
feif muft approve of them. On the contrary, the legif- 
hture would by this generous condu£i exprefs their con-* 
fidence in the folid reafins on which the edabltfhed faith 
was founded. It would belaying, " \Vc have no occafion 
" to enforce our principles by penal laivs^ having no doubt 

but that the clergy, the proper defenders of t lie in will be 
^ able to fupport them by nrfon and argument,'* 

But, my friends, this has not been the conduA of the 
kgiflators, or of the clergy. Not trufting to rea/on, or the 
^nptureSy they mull enacl laws^ with heavy penalties, 
to enforce the belief of their doctrines. And though, 
through the liberality of the times, and not any particular 
generofity of their own, they are alhamed to execute them, 
and we, confiding in this, and not in any proper moderation 
of theirs, even turn their obfolcte laws into ridicule, yet 
you fee that, like the laws of the Medes and Ferftans^ they 
mull remain unaltered, together with every thing eife that 
bears the lead afpeiSl towards the church. This looks as if 
they themfelves coniidered it as no better than a tafiU tf 
cardsy which they are afraid of touching, led it fiiould all 
fall to pieces. If good reafons cannot be alleged for retain- 
ing what is mo(\ manifef^ly abfurd, and what they them- 
ii:lves are aihamed to execute, yet you fee that JmHhing 
muft be faid s and weak as it is, I do not know that any 

Aifig 
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thing better can be alleged, than what is here advanced by 
Mr. Madan, vb« that the repeal of this improper and tm^ 
jiift law to defend the dofirine of the trinity, woatd'ht to 
give a virtual fan^ion to our conduA In writing againft ir« 

There is another curious and inconfiftent circumflance in 
■what Mr. Madan advances on the fubject of this fimoui 
law. All who believe Chrift to be a marty and not God^ 
muf^ neceilMy think it idolatry to pay htm divine honoura« 
We have no other definition of idolatry than H W9f/hip 0$ 
G$d tbtrttuhifh if mt God, Do nor all Prote()anta fay it It 
idolatry in the Catholics to pray to the Virgin Mary, to 
Peter, Paul, or any other faints, or even to an^eh and arch- 
angels^ Do you not continually charge the Catholics with 
idolatry on this principle ? Now, it it upon the very famo 
principle^ and no other, that we^ who confider Chrift aa 
Mng a man, Aich as Peter atid Paul were, fay that it tmA 
be idolairy to worship, or to pray to him. This is only the 
necelTary confequence of avowing our belief. Yet Mi^. 
Madan will allow us the one, without the other i as if he 
would allow w to think Trinitarians to be idolatofs, with- 
out permitting us to <ir// them They infult us," hia 
Ays, p. 19, ^ with the charge of idolatry, on account o# 
*• this doclrine/' viz. the trinity, " they are at liberty fo to 
" dos through the mildnefs of our principles, though per- 

haps they have not a right to do it, upon any princrplo 
<f whatcv^ that is, we have no right to fof what we can- 
not help thinking. Where then is our toleration } Alas^ It 
cxifts only in the mildnefs of men^s principles^ that is in their 
good nature, which is a very changeable thing, and not ia 
the laws. If this mildnefs which Mr. Madan boafis of was 
anything of a Aable nature, and was meant to be perpetual, 
it would certainly lead them to repeal the law, and not 
ttierely to fufpend the execution of it. 

If this law againll thofe who declare their difbeliet of tlic 
do6^rine of the trinity is never defigned to be executed, 
common fenfe will fay that it ought to be repealed, and that 
it oughc not to fenurin as a dt%race to our ilatttte book 

any 
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wttj longer. While it is foffcrcd to continue therr, it wifl 
•Iwtyf be thought by us that it if intended to be carried 

jcto cxecutiuHj though not ai; prerent, yet at fo me convenient 
gpportunity. If I be abfolutely determined never more to 
corre£i my child) and wiih that he Chouki know my refo- 
hitiofii I bum the rod. If I keep k, I cercainiy do it with 
the idea that Tome time or other it may be wanted. We 
Unitarians fhotild never think that any proper toleration is 
inti'Tided Tor us, while a law, by means of which it is in the 
power of any man to perfccute and punifh us as fuch^ (hall 
letaain unrepealed. And yet you fee very clearly that the 
clergy, boading of their mild and toJerattf^ priiKtpIesi 
would not fail to make as Arenuous an oppofition to the 
repeal of this law of king William, which makes it confif- 
cation of goods and imprifonment for life, to declare our 
diibelief of the doclrine of the trinity, as to the repeal of 
the Corporation arni Ted a^s. Though neither of them 
are in fiicl, of any fervice to their church at all, yet tremb- 
ling at every (hadow, and dreading fhey know not what, they 
are determined to oppofe every thing that wc apply for.' 
Imagining, as it fhould feem, that we are much more quick 
/f^i»l/^thanthemfelves, they fufpe£^ that there is fomething 
more in any thing that we afk for than they are able to fee. 
• Mr. Madan, quoting my Lftter to Mr. Pttty p. 26, en-* 
deavours to alarm you with our fartbtr ehimsy when thofc 
we are now makino^ (liall be graiitcd ; and as he drops the 
quotation, he leaves you to imagine that thofe claims arc 
ai>rolutely endlefs^ and might lead to the total ruin of the 
eonftitution in church and Oate. Now in that Letter, 
which I would wifh you all to look into, I have diftin^ly' 
marked what arc ail our claims as Dijfenters^ diftirnfl: from 
iho(e improvements which I imagine might Hill be made in 
the laws reiatmg to religion in this country, after every 
thing that we can wifh for as Diflenters ihali be granted* 
Thefe are, firf(, admiffibility to all civil offices at the nomi- 
nation of the crown, the difcretion of which we are not dif- 
pofed to qucHionj fecondiy, fuU liberty to profefs, and 
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teach, all our religious principles, without the fear of fucit 
laws as that of king William ; and laftiy, to celebrate mar- 
riage among ourfelves, as the Quakers are allowed to do, 
< Now this is the full extent of all our claims os Dijftnttrs \ 
and what is there fo very alarming in it \ And till thefe 
three articles be granted, our toleration is manifeftly incom- 
plete, becaufc we remain expolcd to civil penalties on ac- 
count of our religious principles, which is the preciie deli- 
nition perftcuiion^ And if all the three claims above 
mentioned were granted, your eftabli(hed church would 
(land not the lefs, but in reality the more, firm for it. Your 
church is guarded by its peculiar laws, and no perfon can 
derive any emolument from it, but thofe who fubmit to 
thofe laws, and fubfcribc to its articles. When we Dif- 
fenters (hall a(k for any thing that your church has to give^ 
without fubmitting to its laws, or fubfcribing its articles^ 
then, but not before, fay that we are attacking the eftablifh- 
ment. We do not dcrne the repeal of tlic A<51 of king 
William any farther than it refpe.f^s ourfelves. As the doc- 
trine of the trinity is unqueflionably an important article of 
your faith, let your clergy by all means be bound in the 
Arideft manner to the profeffion of it. - They receive their 
emoluments on that condition. But why (hould we^ who 
do not receive tliofc cmoluaicaU, be buuud to ihcir duty^ 
or be fubje£led to their laws ? 

Mr. Madanhas thought fo little on this fubjeiSt, that he 
is not able to diftinguilh the claims of Diflenters as fuch, 
which would leave the church juft as it is, from thofe claims, 
which affecl the very vitals of it. His confuiion of ideas on 
this fubjeft is evident in the following paragraph p. 21, 
*' The lall pretended grievance which I (hall at prefent no- 
^ tice (and perhaps it is the chief of their grievances) is the 
*^ payment of tithes, and fees to the minifters of the-cburch 

of England ; that is, the Diiienters complain that the pro- 
" vifion which is appropriated to the fupport of thofe minif- 

ters who difcharge the otiices and duties of the religion of 

this country as dlabiifhed by law^ may be reduced, and 

^ withdrawn^ 
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wiiliJi awn, at the caprice of fedlarics, for the fupport of 
nonconformifts.'* 

To fay nothing of the contemptuous language, unworthy 
of a goitletnan, and a fchdaft and much more of a chriftian, 
in which this paragraph, like the reft of the Sermon, is 

written, it is evident from the whole of it, that Mr. Madan 
mittakes the very nature and object of our complaints. 
While there is a religion fo eftabliihed by law as to be Tup* 
ported by apy public fund, to which all ihall equally con« 
trihute^ the appropriation of that fund cannot be changed 
without aflfe^ing the eftablilhed religion. If we fiHarin^ 
as Mr. Madan contemptuoufly calls us, demand that our 
proportion of the tithes be given to our own minifters, 
how equitable Toever the thing may be in itfclf, it is no- 
thing that we could aik oi D 'tjftntirs, We, and others, mem- 
bers of the eftabliflied church, may be convinced that fuch 
a meafure as this would be reafonable in itfelf, bjcnefidal to 
our country, and favourable to the interefts of religion (as 
1 ihali proceed to ihew that it would be) but then tliis is a 
fpeculation of a very different nature from any thing that 
concerns Diilenters as fuch. The whole body of theoi 
formerly, and 1 great proportion of them at prefent, ap- 
prove of an eAabii(hment \ and fince it cannot be that of 
their nun nVgUn^ they think that the prefent may do as well 
as any other, and would even prefer it to that of many other 
Diflenters ; and therefore tliey have no farther wi(h than 
fuch a full toleration as Mr. Madan fays they adually have, 
but which they hnd they have not, and which they woui4 
be very gfad if he could procure for them. 

In my opinion, however, and that of many others it 
would be much better for the country, and for chriftianity 
in general, if there was no fuch thing as any civil eftablilh- 
ment of religion at all, but that every man (hould be left to 
provide for himfeif with refpe-^t to religion, ufing his own 
bell judgment, as he does in things of a different nature* 
I fee no reafon why any one man fliould be compelled to 
pay for the nlighn of another roan, any more than for his 

£ inftru6Uoo 
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inftruction in grammar^ philojophy^ or any thing elfe. But 
this I do not advance as a Diflenter, but on the principles 
of falitieal fkthfapby m general. And that thefe principles 
of mtne (though they are by no means peculiar to myfelf) 
which Mr. Madan would reprefent at infinitely alarming, 
have nothing in them at which you need to be alarmed, I 
ihall clearly (hew in my next letter^ and let Mr. Madao, or 
any of your clergy, refute my arguments if they can. 

Mr, Madan's Sermn being my Tex$^ I (halt think my- 
felf authorized by hJs example, to take the fame liberties 
with //, that he has done with hisy that is, to preach the 
\ery contrary doi^rine. From a text which inculcates meek- 
neji and forbearance^ and which difcountenances all evd 
J^aking^ he has endeavoured to inflame your pafltons by 
the grolleft and moft abfurd calumnies. The ftorm that he 
hat rarfed I have endeavoured to allay, preaching the very 
do61rlne to whicii liis text (hould have Vz6 liim, by endea- 
vounng to remove thofc prejudices, which lead you to 
think ill of your neighbours, and thereby bring you to a 
better temper than that which he has manifefted. I (hail 
continue to do the fame in the remaining Letters, and for 
this purpofe fhal! go overall the articles that he has touched 
upon. But as a man may fow more weeds in au liour, thati 
another can root out in a month, I muft be allowed more 
iime and fpace than Mr. ^^adan has taken j k> that it may 
happen that a fingle fetitence in his Sermon, (baH give oc* 
cafion to a long Letter of mine. But I (hall not think much 
of my trouble in writing, provided you have patience to 
read; and I (hall endeavour to write in fuch a maimer as 
to put you into better humour, and make you feel more 
pleafantly, than you did after hearing Mr. Madan's Sermon. 
For the feelings of a man who is angry, though ^er (b 
Jtt(Uy, are never comfortable. 

I am, 

My good finends and neighbours, . 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER VII. 

0/ Religious EfiahUJbaunis in generaU 

' 9 

My Townffaien and KeigUjouriy 

I SHALL now bring before you a fubje^ w(iich, from 
the manner in which it has beei> generally confidered^ 
.you may imagine to be of ^ peculiarly difficult nature, and 

to which your underftandings are not equal. I mean the 
conuccl'ion between the church and the Jlate^ or the ufe of civil 
tjtablijbments of religion. But nof withal an ding this, I have 
no doi^bt but that I fhall m^ke it as |>erfe(5i.ly intelligible tp 
you, as any thing th^t I have yet treated of. I (hall proy^ 
to you that tlyfe very principles which your fuperiors would 
have you take for granted, as axioms^ or certain truths^ ori 
\^iiich they build others of very great confe.quencej have 
th^mfeives no foundation at ^Jl, if either .t^e fcriftyns, gr 
^mmon-fm/i^ l>e your ruje of judgipg cgncejniog ik^rm- 

Mr. Fpx him(elf,who with refpe^ tp ai9gnaniniity,tor€^ 
and coroprehenfion of mind, is ^t lead equal to any of our 
ftatefmen, and whole liberality of fentiment has led Iijm re- 
peatedly to defend the caufe of the DiiTenters in the houfe of 
Commons, flill tajces it for granted that there o^ght to b^ 
^ civil eftabliibnxejai^ rdigiqa levqy cpvi]Btry, thjpkii)^ 
ir^ i>o doubt, ^bfolutely efleptial to gqpd goy^rnn^ent. 
great as Mr. Fox's abilities may be, he may not have giyc^ri^ 
fyfficient attention to this partici,ilar fuhjeil. Indeed, if .be 
had, niany doubts could not bqt have arifen in his mirid 
with jre^e£l to it. The generality pf Plflenters themfelvef 
9S I have fiud, ailo^ tb|e Propriety ^od ufe pf Ip^i^ eftfibti^ 
mept of chri^ianity, anq fpfioerly they w«re vntverfally of 
this opinion, though it is contrary tp a jgft and Received • 
maxim of theirs ^JCppcjly 'i^X^fffiX,^^% .vi?» Th?t human 
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authority ought not to be inUrpofed in matters of religtoNy and 
indeed to our Saviour's own declaration) that bis kingd9m i$ 
mt rfthis world. 
If men are not to Interpofe their authority in matters of 

religion, they ought to refrain, not only from making arti^ 
cles of faithy and rules of moral sonduci^ to bind the con- 
fciences of men ( which they allow to be within the pro- 
vince of God only) but they ought not to enforce any de- 
crees of men refpc^ing religion by civil penalties. For this 
is evidently fctting up a kingdom of this worlds and applying 
human authority to matters of religion, things with refpecSt 
to which Diflenters hefitate not to fay that every man (hould 
be left to himfelf, to be guided by the dictates of his owa 
confcience, of which God is the only fovereign. 

If I break the peace of ibciety, if I injure my neighbour, 
in his pcrfjn, property, or good name (things which human 
laws were intended to guard) I ought to be punifhed by 
thofe who adminifter fuch laws. But if I do any thing by 
inrhich I offend God only, and not man, I fhould be left to 
the judgment of God, in this world or the next. Thefe 
are very plain rules^ and yet they are evidently violated 
whenever any body of men, clergy or laity, lay down rules 
refpe<Sting religion, and enforce them by civil penalties. 

It follows from thefe plain principles, that whether I 
jChuTe to profefs any partictUar mode of religion, or to havci 
no religion at all, my neighbours and fellow citizens have 
AO right to compel me. I do not moleft them, and there- 
fore they ought not to diilurb me. If, therefore, I do not 
chufe to give any part of mv property to the maintenance 
of religion, it does not concern them ; and to compel me to 
pay money on a religious account, is real injuftice^ though 
fandioned by law. The civil magi(hate has the power of 
the ftronger, and I, as the weaker, muft fubmit ; but it is 
on the fame principle that I fubmit to an highwayman, or 
a robber, at whofe mercy I necefTarily am. He may fay that 
he has a right to take my money, but he makes himfelf the 
judges and to me his decifion may appear unjuKt. * 

If 
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" If w6 interiiret the fcriptolres by the conduA of the apdP 
ties and that of the early chnftians for three centaries, you 

will be fatisfied tliat I do not carry this principle too far. 
In the New Tcftament you will find that, whatever any maa 
gave to the Tupport of religion, it was perfedly voluntary^ 
'.The primitive church had bifhops, deacons, and other of- 
ficers, vrbo^ giving their whole time to the inftrudioni &c. 
of others, were maintained from the common (lock ; and 
the chrtflians of thofe times muft have been at great ex« 
pence ia building places of public worfhlp, maintaining their 
poor, &c. But all thefe expences, great as they were, were 
ilefrayed by voluntary contribution. 

It will be faid tliat, in that ag^ there was no civil power 
that cndd be applied in favour of chriftianity. But neither 
our Saviour nor the apodles gave any diredions about fuch 
a thing as a civil eJJabiijImunt of chnjiianityy when chriftians 
Jhould have the power of making one. And yet, as our Sa- 
viour diQin6tiy forel'aw, and frequently referred to, the uni- 
,verfal prevalence of his religion, he mud have known that 
.at would be wanted, if that change in the external drcum- 
flanees of his religion would authorize fuch a meafure. 

But what apprehcnfion could the apoftles have of the ufe 
of a civil eftablifhment of chriftianity, when they found no 
.want of it in their own times ? Read all their epiQles, and 
you will find no wifh expreffed by the writers of them, of 
:aoy civil power to inforce the laws of Chiift. Nay, with- 
out the aid of any civil power, chriftianity gained ground in 
the world, to the over- turning of thelong^cftablifhcd fyAem 
of heathenifm, which was fupportcd by that power. With 
what face, then, can any chriftian at this day fay that civil 
power is maffary to chriftianity, when it never ilounlhed fo 
^ much as when it was entirely deftitute of it, and oppofipd 
"by it? 

ChriiHans ihould confider their religion as dl/graeid kj 

any alliance with civil power. The voluntary ?;eal of the 
iincere profeflbrs of chriftianity would at this day, as well 
as io foroKr timesi fupply all the funds which are really 
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\^anted for the fupport of religion ; itid if men t^l^d againft 
the Itws of itligiotti they fliouldi at imr Savioar (titibrilied^ 
aha thfe apoHkk pfaaiM, be cttt off from thrifllan ia^ 
tietie^, and b6 cbnfidered as i^erfon^ With whbifi they havto 

no religious connexion; but not puniflied by fines, imptl*- 
fonments, or any civil inconveniences whatever, fuch as are 
the confeqiicnce of your excommunications. la this ttiaih- 
chriftianity is aaually (bpported by all IMtsaxW^ cOAw 
]^ed al kh^ are to bear their ttaset in the (bpport df li 
'taiUch more Wtpenfiire fyftem, by which they arfe opprefled. 

It will hardly be faid that the authority of the civil ma- 
gidrate was necefTary for the appointment^ as well as the pay- 
ffofiify of bifbopS) and other miniflers in chriQian churches. 
For not only in the time of the apoftlet, but long aftef the 
hnit^ ihterfbrente of the civil point in itisittin of ttliglon, 
ft would have betii thought jin intolerable griaraitce$ if all 
chriftian focieties had not had the free choice of their own 
tttinifters of every kind. But men Who have been ufed to 
iervitude of any kind) get in time a habit of acquiefcence^ 
and fometimes fancy that there is a real advenuige in What 
is mod difgraeefttl to them. Thus you M very wtil con- 

'^nt to have no vote at all In the nomihetlon Of yt>ur own 
fervants, for minijters of the gofpel are no other than 
their title imports, being perfons who are employed by chrif- 
tian focieties for a certain Hipend, to do a certain duty. 

Thefe are thb pUre and rational prineiplek of chriftiili 
thurches I (bch ai Wt llhd in the lcn|>tat«l» ani in all the 
primitive time*. Bui how have We deviated from them ; 
and in confetqucnce of it, how has the church of Chrift 
adopted the maxims of the kingdoms of this world ? Men 

' have aflumed authority, fuch as yonr church exprefsly 
iVoWs, to defer /nmf coMfe^iTfies df faith. Tbtf have mede 
QUmberlelii r^ulations about religioni and they hive eh- 
hMiA the obfthrahce of \hbm Aies, imprilbhments, 
and dreadful punifhmehts of various kinds, fo that what is 
now called tbi church is as much i, hngdotn trf this worlds as 

^ tbi Jian. 

^ The 



The gfOLt ttfgwicot for ibde civil cOabl^mcntf of chrif- 
tianhy is tbtt religion promotes good morak, tnd thtt 
good fiiords are ncceflary to the well being of civil fociety. 

Now I am far from denying?: the ufefainefs of religion, and 
eipecially of diri(liauity, in this refped ; and on thi% account 
I have written (a much (more, I bdievei than any other 
fcifon in this country) to prove its divine authority, and to 
txpimn ttt principles. But the firiends of church edablUb- 
ments have nraclc a great deal too much of this argument. 
Civil fociety has fubfifted very well under all forms of reli- 
gion, even the heathen ones. For the Roman empire, was 
well regulated before the knowledge of chriHianity, yea 
better than fevcral cbiiiiian countries fioce* And chraf* 
lianity will operate in favour of good morals without being 
tj}ahl\Jhed^ and even more fo tliaa when it is. The man 
v»iio truly fears God, and believes a future ftate, will be a 
good moral man, and an ufeful member of fociety, though 
tbe prince and the (late fliould not concern tbemfeivs about 
it* Nay he will be virtuousj when they are wicked. 

Bdides, though religion, or the belieir of a God» a prOf 
videncc, and a tuturc ftate, have its nfe with refpe£!: to fo- 
ciety, it is not abfohitely neceffary for that purpofe. Good 
laws, and a proper adoiiniitration of civil government, will 
be fuftdent to keep men from ttyuring one another. It is 
t common mterdi to reftrain tbofe vices which are mji»» 
Hons to the community, and the force of the community 
may eafjly be applied for this purpofe. Only let there be 
a good legiilature, good judges, and good civil officers 
(which the temporal intereR of all Rates will provide^ and 
you need not ilear but that the internal peace of tny coun- 
try, which is the only proper objeft of civil goverooieo^ 
.will be Sufficiently (ecured. 

Great numbers of }>eifons in this country, and many 
more abroad, are a^E^ually without rel^ion. They believe 
in no God, or future Hate; they frequent no place of public 
woHhip^ and they know 00 more of the Bible than they do 
«f the Koran} tmd yet, with refpeft of ifcr ftaa of fociety^ 

£ 4 they 




Digitized 

i 



.56 Familiar Letiers addrejpsd tc the 

they behave like other people, and are no more difpofed to 
^ilturb others, than others are to dillurb them. 

Beiides, there is no danger of mankind in general being 
without religioQ. Nay, I am well perfuaded there ifoiald 
Ije much more pf it without any eftablilhment than. «^d& 
one; and that religion which men wHl voluntarily adopt 
and fupport, will have more influence on their morals, and 
be more favourable to the good of fociety, than any which 
any ftate will adopt and enforce. 

Be perfuaded, my countrymen, to thinic a little for your* 
felves, pn this fubjef^, as well as on every other in which you 
•re interefted, as the reformers from popery did before you, 
and confidcr not fo much what yon find efiabltjlhd, as what 
is right in itjeif^ and beneficial to Jociety \ and whether tnno^ 
vatioHiy which your clergy dread fo much, may not<be im* 
frwrnnOs. Time was when chrUHanity itfelf was an in« 
novation^ ^ The reformation by Luther was a gi«at innoi> 
vation. At oac time prefbyterianifm was eflablifhcd by law 
in this country, and then the introdudlion of epifcopacy was 
an innovation. The Ad of Toleration, which the clergy 
now think to be an honour to their church, though they 
were very much averfe to the meafure^ was an innovation. 
The Corporation and Teft Ads, which they now confider 
as the great bulwarks of their church, were originally 
nothing more than innovations ; and if the repeal of them 
be an innovation alio, there is nothing to be apprehended 
from the ineafure as fiub. Whenever thingn are got into 
a bad ilate^ there can be no amendment without innova- 
tion ; and furely you will not fay that any thing hunum it 
perfe(^, and requires no aimmlmeni^ that is, no innovation. 
Do not then partake of the fears of your clergy, who feel 
for themielves more than for you ; and if you hnd abujes^ 
either in the church or the ftate, have the good fenfe^ and 
the fpirit, to re6iify them, without any dread of innovation* 

T'he confiiiution^ they tell you, oonfifts of two parts,. the 
ehureb and the Jiate. In fadl, it confifts of many parts, 
tnd th([ laws^rdating to the prerogatives of the king, the 
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yi yi k y g oif dm brd% thofe of the people^ even tHofe relat- 
ing to the poor, to debtors, and to criminals, are as much 

parts of the connitution, as thofe relating to religion, and 
the clergy. There arc as many parts of the confutuuon as 
there are different ohjt^is which government embraces ; and 
vhy fhottld any one of thefe be confidered as more facredt 
and exempt from innovation, than another? 

But adffiitdng for the prefent, that the conftitMtUm has 
but two partsy the cburcb and the flaU\ all that can be pre- 
Icfidcd is that they arc equally lacred, and not one more 
than the other. But tlie clergy would perluade you that 
the church is inticuteiy more facred tiian the other part of 
the conflitution. It is a thing that muft never more be 
tiitKhed by the hand of man, though it was as much the 
mature ^ man^ as the ftate; and ibis rcqoffes continual 
ahcrations. For never a year paflcs without many of 
parhament calculated to reform abufes in the ftate; and 
abuTes, we find, will creep in, let meajdo all they can 
to keep them out. 

. Formerly we had many ada of parliament to reform 
ahnfea in the church alfo. This part of the conftitution, 

the liturgy, and the articles of the church of England, were 
not fettled at once, but at different periods, and all by A(fl$ 
of parliament. Yourprcfcnt liicrarchy w^is not the unme- 
diatfi appointment of God, or of an angel, but the produo* 
lioo of fallible men i and can you fee nothing dearer than 
your anceftors^ juft emerging from the darfcnefs of popery? 
In their moft difadvantageous circumiHmoes, had thqr the 
^ifdom to fettle every thing in fuch a inanner, as that there 
(hould never more be any occaiioa for chaise or im*' 
provement ? 

, Your -church of England was not a thing that exifted 
fipom the begjuming of ehriilianity. Our aneeftors were all 
Itoinaii Caitholics, and at the time of the reformation had 

been fo for many centuries; fo that Churchmen are only 

Diffenters from the clmrch of Rome. Now in this ancient 

juid long e^lUhed church of Rome (to which, according 

to 
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to Mr. MadftD) you ought to have remained in qoiet 

je6Hon to this very day) were many corruptions of pure 
chriflianity, which had been accumulatino^ for ages ; and 
Ibme reformed churches corrected lome of them, and othcss 
more. In like manner, we are Dieters from your church 5 
tmt we did not arrive to what we now are ail at once. My 
anceftors did not teach me what I teadi others; and I am 

far from fuppofing that all improvement will end with me. 
In all cafes in which men determine, room iliould he left for 
the revkion, and fubfequent determinatioas, of other men^ 
who tnay fee farther than they do. 

Suppofing that at the fame ticne in which your ptefent 
ecdefiaHleal eftablifhment was fixed^ which was about two 
centuries ago, laws had been made to determine in wlfSt 
manner all houfes ihould be built, grounds cultivated, and 
ail manufadiires carried on. Suppoie that when public 
provifion waa made for an order of eitrgy^ to take care 
your fiulsi as it is called, an oider of phjficlmu had aUb been 
eflabiifhed to take care of your bodies (in which theftate 
is certainly as much concerned) and that thefe ftate phyfi- 
<ians had been obliged to adminUkr certain preicribed me- 
llicitict in all difeafes ; and the king and parliameiit who 
fkisxA your church eftabliOiment were certainiy aa well quali- 
ied to jodge of matters <^ this kind as of thole of rrltgion. 
If this fyftem had a6lually taken place, it is mod probable 
that the great bulk of the nation, having been accudomed 
to theie inditutions, and feeing no others, oitght have ap- 
^auded the vnfim $f thtir dneffierSf and might hxft <m^ 
claimed as loudly agatnft ail imuvatifin In things iMt^jf, 
as your clergy now do with rdpe6l to things ^rkML 

The JJatc ph\ficians would certainly have been as much 
alarmed at any alteration in that part of the fyllem which 
*refpe£kd ti)tm^ as ib& clergy have always been about things 
in which Mi^ are interefted. They would have claimed 
that the anftitutim was in dang^ of being violated, if ib 
much as a new medicine had been introduced ; faying that 
if innovi^tions once began to be made, no mau could teli 

where 
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where they would flop; and that if fo mjiterial a part of the 
Cbnnitution a6 that in which midicine^ and the bodUy health 
all th« fufojidi 6f tiw ftm rhottld be cMnged^ the whdle 
f^tm being ftttted tt the fame time, and being firmljr 
cbmpaacd togstlier^ it would 611 at onte, and unirerftl ruiti 

be the iil'ue. 

This is the very thin^^ the clergy are faying now. But, 
my friends, there is no more reafon in their cafe at prefcnt, 
than ilicre Would hare been in tliat of xlxt phy/kkms I have 
been fuppofing. A« to th« couirt^ and the minidef of thte 
day I having had the appointment of thefe phyficians, and 
having of courle been ferved by them (as, for the fame 
reafon, they now are bv the generality of the clergy, who 
tnoft look up to the court for any great preferment) they 
would have found a« good r^afons for fiipporting the fyHttti 
which fttppofted thetu, ai Mr* Pitt can now find fer the 
fuppoit ^ the church) and the cofitlnoMCe of the Corpofft- 

tion and Ted A£ls. 

But when changes have begun to be made in things of 
-greater or ieis confequencty and mankind are at tiberty K> 
make ufe of their reafon, and c&nfult their own iN>tivo9i€iKi| 
ihey wiH itifcfti find thttti having had the experienctt of ethem 
}i^^ott them, they will be able to do better for themfelv^ 

than their wife ancedors did. 

After the eftablifhment of fuch a fyftem as I have before 
6ii^ofed| if, in confequence of any great convulfion of (late 
(fot great and beneficial change ana kldom made without 
them} you had btrn at llbmy n> fiiili tfewa f^t old 
wixMlen houiea, and to build tnbre cxifnwnicnt and degaMt 

ones, of brick, or Hone, or whatever materials you pleafed; 
if you had been allowed to make a few trials of new methods 
of cultivating your grounds, to diverfify your manufacturea» 
and to tmpio)^ what phyfioiani you pleafed^ giving them 
liberty to try n^ mcdictoes, and new modea of treating 
difeal^ ; you WouW wonder at your fhipidity in bearing 
witli the aukward and inconvenient fyi^em of your fathers 
io long as you did% 

Now» 
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Now, depend upon it, the very fame will be the cifii 
when this old cbtireb eflabUfimint of youn, to whidi 
you have been (b long attached, and whkh conlequentif 

many of you think lo Jacred^ and fo much admire (but 
which others of you, M^ho have ieen a little more of the 
world, I well know, begin to think looks rather MfafiiUned) 
fliall be thought a proper fubje^ of examinaiisn^ and yoa 
flull be allowed to thin|?and ad for yourfelves, as you now 
do with refpe<^ to your buildings, your grounds, and your 
manuta(^ures. You will hnd that, with refpccl to religion^ 
as well as other things, wifdom did not die with your ancef^ 
ttrs^ and that you your (elves will be able to do better than 
they did. 

Let every parUh be left to its own liberty, and every man 

give his tithes (or what (hall be deemed an equivalent for 
them) to whatever chriflian minifter he pleafes, let liim con- 
du6i your public worihip in whatever manner you your-- 
felves (hall moft approve; and let him be chofen, or dif. 
intiled, according to your own judgment of his eharader 
and behaviour, and you will foon have much better minify 
ters, and much better religious fervices, than you now have ; 
and you will wonder at your own ftupidity, and that of your 
wife fatliers, in going on lo long as you have dooe^ fubmit- 
ting to be guided and oppreiled by others. 

As to the different methods into which difierent pa^ 
riflies, or different parts of the iame pari(h, might fatt, 
you would foon find that there was no more rcalon why 
you (hould quarrel with one another sbout themy than 
about the different methods of building your houfes, making 
your clothes, or any thing el(e that you now look upon with 
perfed. indifference. Befides, as you would then fee each 
others different methods in every thing relating to religion 
(and the Oatc taking no concern in it, and not favouring 
one party more than another, there would be no improper 
bias upon your judgments) that nnxie which in time ihould 
appear to be the heft would be generally adopted s and 
thus at length a better foundatioii might be l»d for wti/nt'- 
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rnityy if there be any advantage in it, than npon any other 
plan whatever. As to your rulers, who fcldom thmk much 
about religion, for tliem to tell you what you are to ibink^ 
aod what you are to doy in order to go to heaven, where 
they have very lictie imeieft, m mod impertinent. Let them 
content themfelves whh talcing care of your intereft in this 
ecwA/, and that is rather more than they are equal to, for 
they ofren make Tad blunders, and bring you into greater 
difficulties than you would ever have brought youriclvcs* 
But as to a world to comiy tell them that you will think more 
about it, than they feem.to have any Jeifure, ordifpofitioot 
to do, and that you will provide for yourfelves as well ae 
you can. 

You will be told that the queftion of the c!Ha?ice haween 
church and jlate is of a deep political nature, and that you 
can be no judges of it. But in the fame manner you are told 
that the are many deep myfteries in religion, and there- 
fore that your clergy mud teach you what to thinks orratheir 
what to fay^ about them. But be perfuaded to think b^ter 
of yourfelves, and of your own underftandings, Thefe 
things are ncft, in reality, of fo difficult a nature as many 
things in your common trades and bufmeUcs. The moft 
important queflions relating to religion are theplaineft thtnga 
in the world, and require nothing but a common under* 
ftmdinghoneftly applied, to comptehend them. The whole 
of the gofpel was at firft preached to the poer^ perfons of no 
education whatever, and therefore it mulL have been a very 
plain thing. Were not the apoftles as plain men as your- 
felves, moit of them having followed laborious and com- 
mon occupations till they were confiderably advanced in 
fife, when they could not have been taught any thing veiy 
do^ or myilerious ? Indeed, all that they had to learn, or 
to leach, confided of a very few exceedingly plain, but very 
important articles ; as, if you will give me the hearing, I 
ihali clearly (hew you in the courfe of thefe Letters and 
could they fee the ftrange Jong creeds recited in your 
drarchcs, and in the.afts of folemn cbriftian councils, they 

would 
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' would not hftve basn able to nudui wf thing of ibtai* Tint 
very iberm« m which they are eirpriflU wooUi ht%*e bcon un*^ 

intflligible to them. And it they had been told that men 
would ever be required to give an unfeigned affent to fucli 
things under pain of everlafling damnation, tii^y would hay« 
fhnkm their head% and held up their hande, unable lo eacs* 
. |irer$ their aAooMiment. 

As to the yfe of rdigion, or of church efnblfAiments, to 
any frate, you arc as able to juds^e of it as your governors. 
1 he oniy uie oi government itieit is to enable men to live in 
focietyufcful to one another, and without any appn^faeofion 
of danger, either from perfona of tbiur own community^ or 
thofe of others* The real ufe of religion to a Jiau it onif 
to promote good morals among the members of it, to re- 
mind you of your duty as honeft men and good citizens, 
and dilpoie you to do good oiiices, and not ill ones, to each 
other. If yott had been heathens, and had been obedient 
to good Jawa, and ready to deted your gantry agaioft ia^ 
▼adara, it wotrid not htye been the bMfineft of your gover# 
nors to teach you chriftianity. If they had thought it to 
be true, they would have a6ied a commendable part in en- 
deavouring, like oxher well meaning nurn, to convince yott 
#f ita truth ; but they ought not to oblige you to give 
riea to- the pitachan of the new iiiii^n, whether you ap* 
piXMPod of it or not, and to lay taxes upon you in the fbrin 
of tithesy or in any other manner whatever, for that purpole; 
becaufe the end of civil fociety was already anfwered without 
it, iince you lived in peico among yourfeives, and were not 
difpofod to mo\g0t others* 

I have BO doubt of the truth of ehriftianky myiieif, aod| 
ae I have toM you befove^ and you may iee with your own 
eyes whenever you pleafe, I htve written more than any 
other perfon now living in this country to convince oriiers 
of the truth of it ; and the reaion why X have taken fo 
ttuch imina to do this, ia faccaufe I am convinced of tho 
gacaa inioe and ufe of k« I havealfe written a gi eat deal Co 
prove that that mode of cfariilia&ity whicii I ^lokk tOftttS 

ia 
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fs prefmbte to tny other, being nSore agreegbio to tnithf 
and better calciilated to anfwer the gmt end of religion^ 

which is to make meu virtuous here ia order to be happy 
hereafter. But what is of moft ufe in chriftianity, that be- 
fides which every thing die is a mere trifle, is the belief that 
Chfift wiU certainly come agtin to raife the deed, and judge 
the world, and to give unto every man according to hie 
norke} end this is what all diri(lians believe. Con(e^ 
qucntly, with refpc^l to the great u/i of chriftianity to fictety^ 
there is no occafion for the ftate to give any preference 
whatever to one denomination of chri(lians mpre than to 
enother, b^cauTe they all anfwer the purpofes of government 
equally wdl } fmd they would do it Aill better if the civit 
magiftrate wotdd leave them to themfelves, and g^ve 'no pre* 
ference to one more than to another. 

This you fee to be the cafe in fail. In this very town 
there are Churchmen, Diilentcrs of various denominations^ 
Frcfliytertans, Independants, AnabaptiAs, general and pnrtl« 
ienlar i there ere CathoUcs> Quakersi end Methodiftsi Sec. 
You M told that this man is of one perfuaflon» and that 
man of atK>th€r, and on a Sunday you iee them ^ing to 
different places of public worihip ; but you would never 
have found this difference in their common dealings, and 
in their lives. In general they are all equally fobcr, induf-* 
tiious, end well behaved $ and if there be bad men, as there 
are tn all places, they are not, in general, of one pcrfuafion 
more then of another. 

I hc only rcalan that can with any plauHbility be alleged 
why the ftate fhould give a preference to one mode of reh'- 
gioa rather than to another, is to prevent cmfujion. But is 
this confofion worth prsventing at the price that mud ne- 
osflerily be given for umfinmty f For notwithftinding aH 
that the ftete can do for anry one partioohM' mode of reHgion, 
many people will think for themfelves, and many will pre- 
fer another. Of courfe, they will be offended by any pre- 
ference given to others, to which they will think themfelves 

eqvntiy entitbd. For the idu^ then, of di^tioguilhing ono. 

fet 
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fet of fiibjefls, no better than the reft in a civil capacity, aU 

the reft muft be difgraced, at leaft, if not fiibjef^ed to cruel 
perfecutions, and coiupelled to fupport what they do not 
approve. Now this is certainly a great ivU in a country^ 
fttbje^ii^ great numbers of perfont to real hardihipt, and it 
ought to be ff^tgwd indee<l» that can counterbalance it. 
, But, on the contrary, if you examine all the evils that 
muft neceflaiily aiilc from civil eilablilhmeius at religion, 
you will find that, for the fake of preventing an evil of 
the moft tritiing nature, and which, after all, never caa be 
prevented (for in the eftabiiftied church itfeif there are peT'* 
fons who, if they think at all, will think very differeotlyy 
and though they fubmit to authority, will do it with much 
reluctance) evils of a inoft ferious nature are introduced, 
viz. the greater or Icls opprefTion of many members of the 
ftate, generally the molt confdentious men in it^ becaufc, 
' potwithftanding the hardibips to which they are expoied^ 
they chufe to difient from the eftabli(hed worihip« And^ 
what ought to concern every body, the eftabliftiment oC 
religion is neceiTarily attended with a great diminution of 
public liberty. For the civil governor, by favouring the reli- 
of fome of the fubjeds, and discountenancing that of 
others, aopiires a fource of corruption and influence which 
would not otherwife be open to him. If the teachers oF the 
favoured religion be of his appointment, and if they muft look 
up to him for any coniiclerable emolument, he will certainly, 
if they be men^ command their ferviccs, and thereby fecure 
to himfelf more power than the good of the whole requires. 
. Thefe are unqueftionably great and ferious evils i and if 
nothing but the real ufi cfz religion to a country was con- 
fidered, and not the intereft of the court and of the 7mn;jh y^ 
which is generally oppofite to that of the people, you would 
not hefitate a moment to decide againft the fyftem. 
. Perhaps you will underftand this fubje^, of the real ufo 
of reltgion to a country, a little better by confidering the ftate 
of your town of Birmingham in this refped. There are 
in it live places of worlhip for members ot >he church of 

England^ 



r 



Digitized by Google 



England, and fourteen for the different claiTes of Diflenters 
wni Meihodifts. Of aboot tmaty ttioubnd inhabitamtSi it 
k not fupfiofed that mora than fi«^e thoulaiHl attaod mf 
fhce of public worOitp on any one day, to that perhapa not 

much more than twice this number, that is ten thoufand, 
attend any public worfhip at all, or can be faid to have^ or 
at lealt much to vaiuey any religion. On the whole, it is 
ymy dear, from dm beft aceetmts that I can colka, that 
tea krt more pcifona attend poblie worfliip in this towa 
Mrf of the eftabllAied dinrehes, than in them. Confe*- 
quenriy, of the feventy thoufand inhabitants of tliis town, 
fixty-five thoufand (including the five thoufand who have 
foBOM reiigioO} and the fixty thouAuul who have none) aro 
eemiieiled to pay « very gireat annual Aim, to fupport tho 
itligion df the oAcr five thoufandt Now, i$ there any na-> 
toral reafon, or equity, in this? And do thefe five thoufand, 
who do not pay a tenth part of the cxpence of their owa 
religion, behave better, as citizens, than the other five 
tbootodi whOb befides paying for their own religion, pay 
arach fBBwh mere towards that of their neighbours i Or 
do they behanre fo much better than thofe who proftfs na 
leftgion at all, as to make it worth the while of the com* 
munity at large to be at that expence for thgm ? Were all 
tiie inhabitants left to their free votes, there can be no doubt 
but that the iixty-five thoufand would bid the five thousand 
fiaf for their own reBgion» \k they choie to have any* Coq« 
ieqiMntly thsy a«e taoied «id oppreflbd to ferve a msnority« 
If thotfe who attend pubiie wodhip more or lefs, be eftl- 
mated at twenty thoufand, ftill as more of this additional 
number worlhip 9ut of the churches than in them, the great 
Ij jo iUy wtU be made to pay for the minority. 

Ae to thofe who confdentloudy worflisp God in places 
which Mr* Madan centemptiioiifly calls €$mfeM$i4lts^ they 
certainly behave as well in focicty as thofe who frequent the 
(burchis. Few or none of the criminals whom jyou are 
continoally carrying to Warwick ever belong to any of our 
feeietoiand we feUon trouble yoy with <H>r poor* iJfck 
' F into 
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into your jails and workhoufes, and you wSl find very 

Difltintm in them. Inftead, therefore, of being treated with 

contempt and inlult, as we continually are by fuch preachers- 
as Mr. Madan, we are intitled to your thanks ; as our re- 
ligion, which teaches us to behave fo well, and be fo little 
burthenfome to you, not only cofts you nothings but as we 
contribute our full ihare to the maintenance of yours. 

In hidtj you members of the church of England are, for 
the eye of rtafon, greatly in debt to the Diflenters. If what 
we have given to the fupport of your religion from the time 
of the eftablifliment of it were reckoned up, it would amount 
to a very great fum ; and that this is a debt^ which ought to 
be repaid^ is mod evident, becaufe it is nrnntf admrncii ftt 
for your uft^ If this fum was repaid, as in equity it ought to 
be, it would fupply all the expence of our reli^on for cen^ 

turies to come. ' • . • - 

You will fay t]i3t you are under no obligation to do this, 
becaufe what we have paid for your benefit was by Ad of 
parliament. But can an h€t of parliament authorise a 
manifeft injuftice? And when you are taxed withopprefling 
your neighbours in exading of them that for which you 
have given fhem no equivalent, will it be (uffident, at the 
great day of judgment, to fay that you had an act of parlia- 
ment for doing it ? They were afts of parliament that au- 
thorized the burning of Proteftants in bloody queen Mary's 
time. But will thofe a^s of parliament juAify Bonner and 
Gardiner, and other popilh bilhops and popiih (ktefmeny 
who promoted thftt horrid perfecution ? You do not be- 
lieve that they will. And if fo, neither will any of par- 
liament, palTed before or fince that time, excufe you in the 
fight of God, for exacting of any man more than, in the eye 
of reafon and equity, he ought to pay. If an ad of par- 
liament will not juQify the taking men's UviSy neither wiii 
it juftify the taking their flwmy. « 

Whatever, therefore, you may think about this matter^ 
the church of England, as a body (without confidering the 
cruelties infiided upon the Diflenters during all the rcigns 
^ of 
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't>f Elizabeth, James L Charles L Charles II, and James II, ) 
(lands a debtor in the book of God's account to the Dlfleil- 
ters, for their proportion of tithes, for whatever has been 

exacted from them for the repair of cliurches, arid for every 
' other expence from which the Diilenters as fuch derive no 
advantage. And yet, indead of contributing to the expence 
of building or repairing^ our meeting-houfes, in return for 
what we do for yours, you think you do us a great favour 
in permitting us to build them with our own money, and 
that we are allowed to live peaceably among you, promoting 
the good of the country, by our induftry and lobricty, which 
in general are conipicuous and exemplary. 

This you call toUrationj and make a mighty boaft of it^ 
as if it was a great favour that you do us, and much more 
than you are obliged to grant. But thus many other dihtors^ 
indead of paying what they owe, abule their creditors ; and 
many more would do it if an Adl of parliament would clear 
them, and authorize their infolence. Ad:s of parliaments^ 
to be fure; can do wonders* They can make and unmake 
kings* They changed the eftablifhed church of Englisnd 
from popery to proteftantifm, and they can change it fronil 
protcftantifm to popery again. Ads of parliament can alter 
your liturgy, and from a trinitarian^ can make it an unita" 
rian one. They can abolifh tithes^ and order that the fala- 
ries of the clergy, like thofe of civil officers, be paid out of 
the public treafury. They can reduce the emoluments of 
fome livings, and by that means raife the value of others, (6 
that every man's falary would bear a juft proportion to 'his 
duty. And fuch things as thefe, which the parliament can 
do^ if you were unanimous in petitioning for, you would 
certainly have. 

But there are fome things that king, lords, and commona 
cannot do ; and as they cannot make zvhlte Blacky nor black 
whitey fo neither can they make vice to be virtue, or virtue 
vice. Confequently, tiiey cannot make that to be honefty 
whicli, m the eye of God and of reafon, is eflentially 

F 2 . Aj» 
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An of parliament may give all my property to my 
next neighbour, without alleging any reafon for it, and I, 
fiaving no power of refinance, muft fubmit. But in that 
cafe, would not king, lords, and commons be as great 
rafcals as a highwayman who (hould do the iame thing in 
the fame arbitrary and violent manner ? Do not then de- 
pend too much upon a£^s of parliaments, efpecially in mat- 
ters of religion. In all things of this nature obey God and 
not man, Confult the di^et of yoiur own natural reafea 
and confcieiice^ and then yoi; need not fen what man can 
do unto you. 

If all who really labour in God's great barveft^ and ef- 
pecially thofe who pr^dch the go/pel to the poor (who (land 
in the greatest need of inilrudion) were to receive their 
wages, in proportion to the real ufe of their labours, out of 
the tithes, and other public fundf» from which the clergy 
are now paid for doing (or rather for mt doing) the iame 
work, it would be no fmall fum that would go out of their 
pockets into thofe of the methodifl preachers^ who have 
civilized, and chriftianizcd, a great part of the uncivilized, 
and unchriftianized part of this country. But if th^ be noc 
Itoompenced out of that fund^ they will be reoompenced out 
of amtbiTy fomething more permanent. When ibis gnat 
. globey and all that it inherit, fiall dijfolvey I had rather be 
found in the company of fuch humble labourers in God's 
vineyard than in that of the generality of your dignihed, 
and beneficed clergyi bow bad tbdr gdd tbings In tbi$ 
life. 

From the veneration with which Mr. Madan would in- 
fpire you iox civil ejlabiipjmtuts cf chrijiiamiy^ and the ab- 
horrence and contempt with which he treats Diift^ntcrs, you 
would naturally imagine that luch ciMtliOiments of Chris- 
tianity have been from its firift promulgation, and that our 
mode of rdigbn is quite an upftart thing ; whereas the very 
contrary is well known to be the truth of the cafe. In every 
article in which we differ, our fyikm is the antient one, and 
yours modero. 

What 



Digitized by Google 



InhabifoHis of Birminghanh 69 

WbBt {t k tinf difiinguiAies DUfentm from tlie 
ber» of eft ab Hft e d chnrches f They are the following parti- 
culars, atid no other whatever. They chufe and they pay 
their own minifters, without burdening the f^ate with any 
cacpeace on that account. They ahb diTmifs their miaifters 
i/eheoef tr they are diflatiified with them, and they acknow* 
ledge no authority in any man, of m any body of men, to 
lec& aitiel^ of faith, or rales of difctpline for them. In all 
thcfe thmgs they judge and ad for themfelvfs, holdirig 
themieives to be anfwerable to God and their own con- 
fciences only. 

' Thei^ principlet are common to all Diifenten, though 
w dtffer mndi from one another ki other thmg% and in all 
of them we dill«r from eftabliihed ehmches, like that of 
SnghmdL Your craede and forms of public worftip are 

didated by ads of parliament. Your minifters, at Icaft moft 
of them, are appointed either by the king, or parricular 
patrons. You have only a right to compiam in cafe of their 
nuibehaviour, but without any other controul over their 
condudl. You have no power either to chni^ or tor difmift 
tiiem,and thdr incomes arefiseed by the law; fotfaat who* 
ther you approve of their fervices, or not, they can enforce 

the payment of their dues, to the utter mo/i farthing by a 
regular well known courfe of law. They can levy a diftref?, 
and throw you into prifon, for the noa*payment of tithes^ 
as well aft for that of any other debt. 

Kow aU thele things are oomperativeiy of late date in the 
hiftory of chriftianlty, and they took place not all at onee^ 
in confequence of any proper alfkntce with tht ftatey which 
is entirely a fidion of modem times, but one after another, 
as circumftances were favourable to the clergy. For they, 
like other bodies of. men, never loft fight of their intereft | 
and the ^n^nce and fiiperfttiion of former times were 
dDoeedlngly fiivoiirable to them. 

When the emperors became chridians, they gave power 
to the biihops, whom they were then difpofed to favour, to 
cnficMxe the decrees of their councils, with refpcd to articles 
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of faich, snd points of difciplinc. But the churdifundsi'ffoiit 
the volontaiy contributions of cbriftians, being fufficietit 
for the purpofe of them, they made no farther provifion for 

the fupport of the clergy. They only Ihcwed their piety, 
as other rich individuals did, by building churches, making 
preTents of plate> and veitments, and grants ot lands to 
fpme of them. By their example they encooraged.thcfb 
donations, and thus the church grew rich, and, was fup-^ 
ported by its own proper funds, as any other coipoiato, 
body might be. 

But the emperors never interfered in the choice of bifliops, 
till the bilhqps of Rome becoming very wealthy, and froai 
their peculiar fituation having great power, the emperors 
afliimed a ne^tive on the choice of the people, though there 
is hardly any example of their making, a real ufe of it. 
They feldom or never preiumed to recommend any parti- 
cular perfon antecedently to the choice of the people. In 
the appointment of the ordinary bifliops and clergy they 
never interfered at all, diredly or indire6Uy« 

When, upon the irruption of the northern nations, and 
tbe eftabliihment of the feudal fyftem, churchmen got poif- 
feflion of t/luUs in ftc^ thofceflates were Tubje^ to the fame 
laws as \i they iiati been held by other perfons. And as the 
bilhops and abbots had no natural hiirs^ the princes be- 
ftowed them, at leaft the temp9ralitiis^ as the eftates were 
called, on whom they pleafed* By this means the greater 
bifliops and abbots became temporal lords, and in confe* 
quence of this obtained a right to (it in the great council of* 
the nation, along with other peers of the realm. But this 
did not better the coi^dition of the ordinary clergy, or pro- 
vide for their maintenance by law. 

Tithes, by which they are now legally.maintained, took 
place very gradually, and were firfl given voluntarily, fome- 
times to the poor, and fometimes to the church, at the 
pjeafure of the donor. By degrees, however, the clergy ex- 
cluded the poor, and appropriated all the tithes to them- 
(c)ve|»i pd abpttt A. p. 600^ tithesj frppti |)ei|ig eflabliflied 

as 
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«s a cijfimt became ia fome inftances kgai rights ; becaufe 
Qiany eftates were bequeathed ¥rith an 'obligation to pay 
tithes to pmicular churches. When tithes were left to 

diftant churches, the priefts of the parilh m which theeilate 
lay u fed to complain; and at length, but fo late as the 
reign of our king John, the pope made a law that all tithea 
fhodd be paid to the pariOi prieft ; and after fome time they 
were levied by Jaw, in all pariflies without exception*. 

Thus you fee that this boafted eftablifhment of yours, 
venerable, as you think, for its antiquiiy^ is in fa£t but c/* 
yejierday.^ ^nA derives its being from a fucceflTion of inmva- 
tionsy all of them departures from the genuine principles of 
cbriAiamty $ and all togedier they form a fyftem of which 
theapoftlescouldnot have had any idea. On.the contrary, 
all Mrr cuftoms are exadly thofe of the primitive church, 
and fuch as were unlverfal in the chriilian world before any 
c(Ubiii)iment was known». 

I aniy 

My good friends and neigbbours, 

Yours, &c» 

• 4 ^ 

* There was much more rcafon for an univerfal tax upon the king- 
dom to fupport religion in former times, than there cm be st prefeni:* 
But the tkm, cr dfciuaftnoet of lUmgh change, while die h^hhttwu^ 
.to which tbef gave birth, continue. When this tax wag impofed, tho^ 

was no other relip;ion then one in the coantiy. At Icaft, avowed feSfaries 
were verv' few ; and as the particular Inconvenience of tithes was not 
then attended to, and all derived what they deemed to be a benefit 
from the eftabliflmient which was fupported by them, no peiibn com* 
platncd. But now the cafe is widely different. Great numbers are lb 
far houL deriving any advantage from the eftabllfhed religion, diat they 
are opprefled by il, and yet they are compelled to fupport and enforce 
that oppreffion . They have, therefore, great caufc of complaint, whether 
tliere be any ienie of e(|uity in the nation to attend to the com p laint 
or not. 
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LETTER vm. 

fi^marks on what Mr. Madan bos oifirved ea this 8ubjt0tm 
My Towjaiinea wad NeiglibourSy 

MR. Mdbui ffpwfci K ^ the cide of dnvcbinni, in op* 
pofing the repett of tke.Corporttioii and T«il A^s^ 

as a great conJiitutiQnal cauftj and this, he fays in his Pre- 
face, is the chief motive for the publication of his Sermon. 
But be Afliired it is conditutional only with rdped to tbt 
dmf<gf^ «d not to fmarfAm* For it it only • power of 
OMHp^ing yoa to fiiytfaeaii far wiMt inftnifittaos they etc 
l^leafed to give you, and to pay them io the meft hwrthettr 
fome manner poffiblc ; which often operates to defeat the 
end of all their inArudions, and which leaves you no con- 
troul upon their condu6^, whether you approve of it or not« 
This, indeed, is the cife of aknoft aUefoblilhmentii but it 
is evidently a diminution of your liberty, and an augmenta- 
tion of their power. It is, befides, an infult upon you, as 
it implies that, if you were not thus compelled to have fuch 
a religion as the government provides for you, you would 
iMve none at all. 

Bwt ift liie primitive tiaie% relipoii,and the nakitenanoe 
of it, were^ at I have fte^n, vdhmtary things, and the com^ 

pulfory payment of tithes, &c. (of which no hint is given in 
the New TeH-ament) Introduced the tyranny of the clergy, 
and the opprelHon of the laity ^ and this kept increafing, till, 
at the time of ^e r efbr n w i i o n^ no tyramiy was ^r lb 
(tmdfol. The heathea emperors tfaeniiiBlves never carried 
on a ttKMe bloody petfecotion than <Kd cbriffians who had 
power againft other chriftians who had no power, and all for 
the fupport of an antichriftian hierarchy. And all that was 
done in England by Henry VIII. and queen Elizabeth, was 
fettingup another hierardiy in its place. Mr. Madan, how- 
ever, quite foigettii^ the primitive and apofiolic ftate of 

things. 
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things, in iwhich all perfbns were perfectly free to ftipport 
tiMir reUgba m whatever manner they i^cafed, iayi, p. 6^ 

the ifidi(ipeiifi4i>le necciBty of fome oadoaal ch«ncfa»'' (that 
is, a chardh to which fiien are compiled to oontrtbute) 
** is fo clear in itfelf, (b capable of abundant proof, that it 

may be rather aiHrmed as an axiom, than offered as a 
^< propofitiott/' IiKleed, it is much more eafy to ^Tffirm 
thiS) thaato^fwf it; and aii&A» the veryreverfeof what 
be affirms as an ax«NiH may bedemoofirated from thei\^ 
Teftament (to which fuch a eonftitutlon is altogether un* 
known) from the nature of things^ mdhom actual fact. But 
Mr, Madan, taking his axiom for granted, fays, p. 7^ 
^ every ftate and its national church have a mutual con- 
^ nei^m, and a reciprocal intereft." But heie the nuHmud 
Aureh floeaas nothing more dian the miImim/ ^lergy^ and 
not the cbriflian pt&pU of which that church conflfts. For 
y^ur interefts, as I have (hewn, arc facriliced for theirs. 

The aii'urance with which churchmen continually repeat 
their favourite maadms, without the Icaft regard to the adual 
fateof the world, which b a ftanding rcfiitatioii of thetr 
nflotiona, is aftonifiiing. Thus Mr. Madan fays, p. 7^ 
•* what civilized ftatc was ever known permanent and 
" flourifhing, unconnedled with fome fyftem of religious 

tenets.'* To iay nothing of this maxim being equally 
cqpaUe being urged in favour of heathenifm, mahome* 
tanifoa, popeiy, or any fyftem of ireligion whatever, Mr. 
Madan cerudnly never thought of AmcKca^ when he wrote 
his Sermon. For that country has been permanent and 
^urijhing §or near two centuries, without any fuch fyftem, 
as he inuiggies to be akfrktufy wceffary. In many of thoii 
yrovintes no mn was ever eonpelledto pay to tfaefupport 
of any particular fpedes of religion approved by the ftate i 
for the ftate left every man to chufe his own. And in Pen- 
fylvania, which, unfortunately for Mr. Madan's hypothecs, 
was from the firft, and ever continued to be, the moil 
fleurlflimgof thtmali, noman was toilnpcilable to fupport 
eajy religion, and yet there never was jmy want of religion^ 
or of good morals, in that proyincc/ 
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All the ftates of America are now in the fame fitoatfam* 

They have no nation nl religion at all. In that refpci^ every 
man docs what is right in his own iyes^ and all perfons. 
Without diftindion, are admiiTibJe to every civil office ; 
and yet they fee no caufc to apprehend that ruin and de- 
firudion which Mr. Madan forebodes will be the confe- 
quence of the diflolution of «irr national eftabliOiment: 
Since their emancipation from the power of this country, 
the North Americans are imitating our civil inllifutions, 
and adopting a form of government (imilar to our excellent 
one; but they wifely avoid every thing like the tcclefiafiical 
fart of it, as the clergy always aifeiSI to fpea^. 

If thefe eftabliflunents of cfariftianitjr were lb nmffiuj^ aa 
Mr. Madan leprelSBnts, the American States could not have 
fubdded a (ingle year without one; and in the late unfettled 
ftate of their civil government, when the ecclefiaftical con- 
ftitution was certainly, as Mr. Madan himfelf would fay^ 
moSt wanted, they found no want of it at all. They have 
now done without one» in a ftate independent of £ng]and» 
fourteen years, and for any thing that appears, they may do 
as well fourfcore, or four hundred^ years. Now, why may 
not Englifhmen on tliis fide the Atlantic do without a 
national church (this appendage, or rather excrefcence, of 
our conlUtutionj as well as £ngliihmen on the other lido 
<rfit? 

. To fttbduc your minds to a di^fitlon to fubmk to eyery 
thing that you find efiablijhed, and to oppofe all inttnfoiiw^ 
Mr. Madan brings into one view, p. 14., all the pa/Tages in 
which the apoftles urged fubmillion to the Roman govern- 
ment in their time without confidering the peculiar fitua- 
tion of chriAians at that time, and without confidering that 
his «pplicatton of thofe maxims would inculcate fubmiffion 
t0 m/y government, however tyrannical, that happens to 
}» emcc tfiahUJhed^ be it heathen, mahometan, or popifh. If 

the pQwcrs tijat he are ordained of Gody was not Henry VIIF. 
guilty of a great fin in refifting them ? For certainly he 

fouqd the power .of the pope as fully edablKhed in this 

country 
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country as the ppefeot hkrarchy h now. According 1 0 this, 
k would be a fin to refift any govemm'enf . Bm is not this 

ftrange dodrine ? Would it not even fhake your belief la 
the Bible itfelf, if you (aw that this flavifh and abfurd tenet 
was really contained in it? It might do very well as a Bible 
for the Tuf k$» but ought to be rqe£tcd wkh indignation by 
En^iflioien. 

Another text that Mr. Madan- quotes as an -argument 

againft all innovation, is Proverbs xxiv. 21. Alj jon^ fear 
thou the Lord and the kin^y and meddle not with them that . 
art given to change. But would not this have been a much 
better text for cardinal Pole before the Reformation, than 
lor Mr. Madan.after it? He means by this quotation, and 
on the authority of Solomon, to give you a bad impreflion 
of us Diilenters, as a people that are condnually re/lle/s^ and 
given to chaTige^ whom nothing rcaionable can fatisfy j whole 
demands, therefore, are never to be regarded, but who are' 
adways. to be icept under, by proper authority. But what 
are adl the change that we propofe, compared to that great 
change in confequence of which Mn Madan now enjoys 
die valuable livings of Ipftock and of St. Philip's, in Bir« 
mingham, and a prebend at Lichfield, befides being chaplain 
to the king, aiid having by that means, no doubt, fome 
much more confiderabie preferment in profpe£l:. If he 
really condemn all clumg^s, he mud condemn that of the 
lefimiatioQ from popery; and then he ought to refign his 
Kving^ and become a cdtMU JHffetitny with a falary of 
twenty or thirty pounds a year. If he did not mean to 
condemn all changes, why did he quote this text without 
explanation or limitation ; and if fome changes be proper 
and lawful, why may not others ? 

. If Mr. Aladan qqpounds the fcriptures in the ufual 
oourfe of his Sermons no, better than he has done in this,' 

by putting together ar number of texts in an arbitrary man- 
ner, without any regard to their connexion, he may lead you 

into many Grange millakes. He may tell you from the 

fcrtptuicsi that ^en is ng Gcd^ for that fentence.is found' 

there 
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hanging himfelf^ he may add from the fcriptures, Go thou and 
do likeivife (Luke X. 37.) Without fome comment, or at 
kaft the aniittt (or what goes before and after any particular 
fentence) the mm w$rd» rf fcriftm$ g}ve yon no folid in- 
fim^ion, or iafe dirodion* Tboiigh tht apoftia does lay, as 
Mr. Madan quotes, p. I4> Let every foul be fuhjeSl unU tb^ 
higher powers^ for there is no power but of God, The powers 
that be are crdairied of God, JVhofoever therefore reftjietb ther 
fewer reftjietb the erdifuutee ^ Ged^ and they that reftfl flmtl 
rueive U thenfihis demmlm^ Mr. Madan bUnfelf, m an^ 
other fitiiation^ would no more preach obcdicoce to mlt 
powers that he^ than he would advife you to hang your* 
felves. Do you think that he would approve of obedience 
to Oliver Cromwell ; and would he fay that it would have 
bean unlawful to dapoTe bimi And yet his power was at 
qua time^ to all appearance^ as well ^d^/r/M as liiac of tht 
obnrch of England at this day, of the permanency of whMi^ 
I own, that 1 now begin to have fome doubts. 

If Mr. Madan mean that we fliould explain the text 
above mentioned by what immediately follows, and which- 
in this cale ho has honeftly fubjcMoed, For rulers sre not <r 
Urrer i» gied,mri$ but U tie mi^MnA that this powvr is li^' 
mmjhr ef G^d for good^ allowing us to judge for oiirldlfe% 
whether it be good or not, his argument for fubmiffion is 
impertinent s becaufe we lhall then be required to fubmit 
tl>>no government but what we ourfelves are convinced is 
9t geed me^ and therefore jhaU be at lidJ liberty to rtfift 
whatafir we coneetve to be a W govemmcat, opfuch at 
ve fee does net anfwer ks pA>per end. This Mr. Medm^ 
could not but have fcen ; and therefore, if he have any 
meaning at all, that is to his own purpofe, he muft mean 
that all governments that we any whae £nd adually dJ^^ 
hiidMd are gpod ones* 

What extravagant thinp the advoMea for efabfifiiineoita 
can fay, we fee in Mr. Madan's Note from WollaJiop^$ 
JLeligien of I^ature^ p. 2S> " Were it not for that fcnfo 

«of 
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^ oliTOtQ^ whkh » principaiJy prafirvc^i 9t fcr as it U pre- 
^ ierved, by national fornix and habits of leligion, men 
<* would foon lofe it all, run wild, prey upon one another, 

*< and do what elfe the worft of lavages would do," 

This was written many years ago, when every country 
had an cftabliihcd rel^;pon, and therefore a fmfe of public 
pirtui fBig^t, with fome plaufibilky, be afcribed to it. For 
fince both exiAed together, onf of them might appear to be 
the cc^wfi of the other. But Mr. Madan has feen more, 
jind he ought to have refle6led on what he had feen. He 
Blight iee that in America men do not loie all fenfe of 
ivlig^n and pttbUc vtrtmei by lofing an eftaUiOiment* The 
people of that country do net run mUt prey upn 
Merj and aff Hie the worjl of femagiu Mn WolMon 
could not fee much of this. At lead he might fay, tliar, 
though there was no proper eftablifhment of chriftianity in 
America, yet tliat the people of that country were mo» or 
left GOQtroUed \pj thit^ in which there is an eftabliihmcnt of 
leligioQ. 9ut Mr. Mfidan might have feen America Inde- 
pendent of £n^nd, and though withont an eAUbltfliment, at 
yirtuous as this; but he has turned his eyes another way. 

A man may as well fay that the rifing of the fun, or the 
failing of the rain, is owing to cccledadical e(labii(hment% 
aia that a general fenie of religion, and of virtue in a coun- 
try depends upon thm* They arci Idoubt no^ great ob* 
firudiont to true religion, and die canft ef much of the 
infidelity of the Great at the prefent day. What is mod 
c§nfpicuous in religion, is, of courle, that which is ejiablljhsdy 
and what is edablifhed they fee to be ahfurd^ and therefore 
they make no farther inquiry about it. They conform M 
it in publict but laugh at it in prhrate. For the fake^ 
iherefbve» of rdigion, and public virtue, I wifli to (ce an end 
uf thefe corrupt eHablifliments ; and I (hall not fail to do 
the little that may be in my power towards accomph^hing 
this gieat and moft d e fi r a b te ead«i 

I ami &c. 

P. aS. Having 
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F, S', Having; in the two lail Letters, considered eftahhjh' 

tnents in general^ I fliall in fome future Letters, take a view 
of that of the church of England^ fo highly, and for fucfi 
good reafons, admired by Mr. Madari, whofe Alma mater 
it is. After this I (hall proceed to give an account of thoie 
turbulent fe^aries^ and that damon ofbirefy^ which fcems to 
have terrified him fo much, and by v^ich he prays, p. 24; ' 
that 0irr unrivalled eonjiitutien may net he contaminated. And 
perhaps, in his animadverfions oi> this part of my correfpbn<^ 
dence, he may be pleafed to explain in what manner it is 
that daemons do contaminate fuch things, as well as how they * 
may be Jhaken By dljfenfion* In the latter, I fuppofe he 
alludes to fome danger horn within^ and in the former to 
fomethtng from <&fVi&tfirf . ' 

Perhaps, on a tiearer view than Mr. Madan has yet had 

the courage to take, this daemon may not appear quite 
fo hideous and frightful a thinr,^ as, from a diflant view, it 
appears to hini. However X will (hew you what this daemon 
really is, and then you may judge for yourfelves. The fight 
ibali not coft you much, nor will the exhibition take up 
much of your time. As to myfelf, I (hall attend you witk 
pleafure, and as I fliall go very near it, you will fee that it 
does not adually devour all that come in its way. If you 
fear being contaminated by it, at firft only look at it, and be 
careful not to touch it. But really you will find this fame 
herefy% to be as gentle^ clean, and harmlefs a thing, as a 
young lamb^ and 00 frightful, centaminatingf damen at all. 

You may fafety venture to approach and firoke it. It 
has neither the fierccnefs of the tyger^ nor the filthincfs of 
the hf)g ; if it was this unclean animal that gave Mr. Madan 
the idea of its contaminating property. If it was fuggefted 
to him by the account of the unclean /pints in the hiftory of 
our Saviour and the apoftles, let him, and let the reft of the 
dergy, prove their genuine fiiccfj/i r frm the apojlleshy eaft* 
ing them eut* According to Mr. Madan, the number of 
perfons pojpj/ed is of laie much increafed, and therefore, ff 
they can do any thing (Mark ix« in the bufinefs, they 

ihould 
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Ihovild emt theinfelvef, and that fi9n* As to myfelf, Mr. 
Madan, I imagine, will conclude that I have within me not 
Icfs than a legion of thefe unclean fpirits, cum ju/lo equitatu 
(he will underiiand me, and in his next Sermon explain it 
to you.) But let hioii and his brother exorcids, take care 
left, by proceeding incatttiou% in this bufinefs, the pofleiicd 
fliould cry out^ as in A^s xix. 15, Jefut wi Jtnm^ and Paul 
wi'knm^ Bui wb9 art ye-, and thus fome mifchicf (hould 
arife to themfelves, and tlieir fyftem^ in conlequence of the 
attempt. 



This day, I obferve Mr. Madan is to publifh one final 
fiffy to thde Litttrfj including:, no doubti thefe which he 
has not yet feen, and tfaofe which i have not yet written, 
as wdl as the former. As I do not pretend, to fuch a 

gift oifecond fighi^ I muft wait till I have an opportunity of 
feeing his performance \ and as I tind by his fecond adver- 
tifement, that it is to be a Letter add relied to myfelf^ you 
may depend upon my reading it, and giving you all the in- 
formation I can concerning it. Havii^ begun this corrcf- 
pondence, I do not mean' to dofe it very feon. I have been 
f>iVD to /peaky but having long forborne, now that I am urged 
to it, by Mr. Burn and Mr. Madani I ihall not Hop till^ as 
Pope (ays, 

m 

Pve pour'd out all myfelf, as plain 

As downright Shippco, or as old Montaigne. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER IX. 
^Mr. Muhm'i Littift^iktJuthr^ 

AS I promifcd you the beft account that I could gWof 
you of Mr» Marian's Letter to me^ and you will pre- 
fame that before this time I muft have perufed it, you wiil 
naturally exped to know my opinion of it \ and 1 will tell 
you in a few words* It is a very angry one, intended rather 
to hurt me, than to inftm^ ycm ; and after all, as I fhall 
clearly (hew you, is nothing to his proper purpofe, which 
was the vindication of himfelf from the mod injurious and 
unjitft afpfrfioos of % larfs body qf worthy fbc& und^ good 
«ti3ienfw 

H« waa duHfod with reprefenriis tiw pfiooiplei of tho 

Diffenters as ImmUal t9 g9vernmentj and therefore, as unfi^ 
to be trufled in aiiy place of profit, or power, even at the 
IKunination of the crown itfelf ; and he has neither retraced, 
Mf'ibfiaantly vindicated, his accufatlon. He hat baldly f» 
OMich as QOticed» or hintisd at| tbofe of »y argninents hi 
vMicatton of myfelf and my hnthmif to whidi it behoved 
him mo{[ of all to have particularly replied i fo that he liad 
eiuch better have written nothing at all. 

To judge from the tenor of the Letter itfelf, Mr. 
Madan's obfed in it was the fame with that of BHhop 
Horfley, and Mr* Bum» viz* to difcreditme, and throw an 
odiam upon my ehara^er, that yoii might jior think it 
worth your while to look into any of my writings, or. regard 
any thing that I might fay* And that is certainly the 
ihorteft way with me, and the mod effedual, next to hang'^ 
ing mup^to which Mr* Madan alludes in his Note p. 47^ 
and coUeding and burning all the copies of my publications, 
which might prove a troublefomej expenfivei and uncertain 
buiinefs. 

As 
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As I have been much u fed to fuch charged as Mr. 
Madan brings againll me, and fometimes amufe myfelf with 
them ; and as they appear to mod advantage when brsught 
Ugtikir^ and properly difpofedy I have colle^ed the different 
psrti that Mr. Ma4ati has ^ven of hit dclkimlon of mj^ 
cfaaradtr, that you may fee at oHa what kind of {larfon ic 
it that it addreffing you, and be upon your guard aceoird^ 
bigly. If Mr. Madan had done the fame, it would have 
better aniwered his purpoi'e, which was that of deterring 
you from reading my publications i but being a young 
writer, he might not be iillEciently aware of the effect of 
ftntiments properly tmantrMid. Behold thtiH my friends, 
Itfid iusigtihoiir% who tt ia thai, accordrng to Mr. Madan^ 
anrrites tbefe Lettefs. 

I am infe£^ed, he fays, p. i, with a catoethes fcribendi^ at 
an incurable itch of writing. " Controverfy," p. 34, " it 
neceflary to my lupport, if not to my exigence" (and 
yet I waa near forty bdbre I wrote any controverfy at aU) 
"1 am perpetnaHy iitfliierfed and flonnderingt ixk tfat 
troubled wavea of controverfy*.*' I deal in low wil» 
tkifms/' p. 38. I am a^uated by *^a blameable and \ikA 
inrrpetuofity," p. 41. Notwithftanding my ** artful mif- 
repreientations and virulent invei^iives," p. 41. I am " t 
palFionate and diiappoioted afTailant,'' p. 39. I am aa 
** evaiive Proteus," p. 17. I dea( ia " unjuft inveaivesj 
<'an4 iMdovnded ai»rtiaiii^" p. 97. My «<WiAdnda i* 
« wilful," p. 27. My " pervcrfiona artful," p. 23. 1 ana 
even ** fkflled in the art of mifreprciciitation,*' p. 5, fo that 
I might be able to teach this art to others. I hsve recowrfe 
to " the deliberaito mUreprefematioas f oi an old and iubtie 

• If there be any fhtng of a ftifHng n^thire m thefe muddy waters of 
controverfy, it is a miracle that I ftirvwe io ionp us I have done. I fancy 
Mr. Madan fuppofes that 1 have the nature of a jijh^ or at kaft tifcit 
of a froz, or perhaps hi wawlcl fey » ••wrtw ferftnH* 

• jf BMiop MorHey not only call* mr a wilful li*», Ittt sflfo tl* great 
Oi4gen, the «oft emifient chriftiati in all the early age?, >ircn'i(e hts ifc- 
cOHnt of things does not rofrcfpond to hi^ views ot them. He fays, 
in a manner as folemn as th it which Mr. Madati adopts, to make you 
believe that the Diikntera 111 general are lebei* and hypocriiee, fhK he 

G would 
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" polemic, whofe only fettled principle is that of litigation,'* 
p. 39, and to compiete the whole, the motive that actuates 
me is nothing lefs than ^^malevolence," p. 35. The refult 
of all. this is, that my ^^cenfure is inoocent calumny,'' 
p. 38. Such is my obttinacy^ that I *^ never acknow- 
** ledged a fingle miftake," p. 38; and yet he defcribes me, 
p. 47, as " an avowed wanderer in points of the firft confe- 
quence, where uncertainty is at prefent dreadful, and 
" where error would in funire be fatal*;" quoting what I 
have, faid of my frequent change of opinion^ and having' 
m fixed creedj in my Letter tp Dr. Price. 

As Mr. Madan fays, in his Sermon^ p. 9, that "few will 
fay it was written with an uncharitable and unchrifliari 
temperf," as well as that what he delivered was from 
^^tbe fettled principles and convi^ion of his heart,*' he 
would, no doubt, fay the fame concerning his account of 
of me in this Lettir^ You fee, therefore^ who it is yoa 
have to do with, and 4f fou rmkmy iiirther it is at your 
peril. You have fair \\.Ti ii'nn- hn{h from Mr. Aladan and 
myfelf. Well may he fay, p. 34, tiiat i throw out " un- 
handfome and unoeceiTary farcafms againft characters at 
leail as refpe^able as my own, and which I moft illiberally 

introduce into my Letters/' For if this pidure be a juft 
• ' 

v. ould not take either my evidence, or diat of Origen, upon our oath. 
To call their adverfaries nvUful liars feems, therefore, to be a clerical 
iafbion. But d6 not you, my good neighbours, imitate your fpiiitual 
guides in this. 

• In ray laft Part only I acknowledged four errors in the preceding, 
and all wno are acquainted with my wiitings (which Mr. Madan it 
not) well know that no wiifcer has raorc fianluy acknowledged fo many. 
How can I ** wander from one opinion to anotlier," with which Mr. 
Madan himfelf charfw me, without, virtually at leaft, owning the opi- 
nion that I abandon to be an error. The f}ital error that Mr. M.-dan 
here fpe^s ot muft be my dilbeiiet ot the Uo^rine of the trinity, the 
neceflary confequence of which, according to the Athanafian crMd is» > 
that I muft avithcut doubt periflt tverlaftii^ly. But the fcriptures fkf 
that hereafter all will receive according to their 'worl s, not thcw opinions, , 

■f This reminds me of what is reported of the old duke of Marlbo- 
rough, who iaid, that whatever faults he had, his enemies could not » 
charge him with ambition or a-varice. The duchels (who knew him . 
much hfioaet tiian he knew himlelf) laid ihe was obliged to bite her 
lipt when flie heard him by it«* 



Digitized by G( 



hAabitmas of Bmmngbm^ 8 j 

one, and if I do throw out farcafms againft any perfon^ it 
inu(l be a charader much more refpeflable than my own. 
. For being poiTdTed of fuch^Mvm as he afcribes to me^ and 
abated by fuch malmltna, I can be no other than Satan 
hmk\f. A Bifhop in Irdand, as I hav^ been credibly in- 
formed, very ki ioiilly maintained that I was antlchri/i^ and 
that my experiments on air were thofe prodigies that he was 
to exhibit. But even this is (hort of the tremendouf idea 
that Mn Madan exhibits of me. 

You will naturally afk what foundation Mr. Madan can' 
have for charges of fo ferious a nature as thefe, efpecially 
that oi witfut mifreprefentation^ and perverfion of his mean- 
ing. He gives two indances of this, and I will mentioa 
them both, that you may judge how fo very heavy a charge 
js fupported. When I quoted him as faying that tho 
^Diflenters were under no difability,' which could pof« 
•* fibly be avoided, confidently with our fecurity," I added, 
as thinkii^.g it to be his rineaning, that of the churchy whereas 
it appears that he referred to the Jiate^ or the civil govern^ 
miftt. But how did the infecurity to the jiate arife, but 
through the churchy which he foppofed to be conneded with 
k? Now, Will this authorial the violent exclamations 
quoted above? It is not, infaii, any mifreprcfentation at all; 
and certainly it is far from having the appearance of a 
wti/ui one. - • 

The other inftance is my inadvertently fpeaking of the 
corporation z6t as following the tell ad*, whereas It pre« 
ceded it, when it was of no confequence at all to my argu*-' 
ment which of them was the firft. But fo high an opinion 
docs Mr. Madan affect to have of my knowledge^ and fo 
little of my integrity^ that he fays, p. 26, " 1 feel it juftiy^ 

due to your acknowlec^ed learning, to confefs, that when 
^ I fee* any blindnefs in any point of hiRory, I much fufpeffc* 

it to be wilful." This miftake I was foon fertftble of, and 
correcied, as you will fee in the third Part of thefe Letters. 

* This was io the firft edition ot one Part of Lettert. 

G % Now 
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, Now the mod notorious liar mult have fome mat we for 
VM^Aiing truth ; and in this cafe there could not be any at 
allf Mr. Madan often fays tliat, when I confidor what 
^ I have written 1 ihall be alhamedaf icT' and I hope thai 
hi itjil be afliBflttd €i this. I am voy far ivom fuppofing 
kifll 19 be fo dflftitntB of all ttond principle 9s be makes 
' «ie to be ; but, like many others, he has been mifled hf 
popular opinions concerning my principles and charaf^cr; 
opinions which, if he would read my writings himfelf, evea 
my coatraveHial oincs» Im would Bodio be void of all Sana- 

. Mr* Madan charges fma wiA want of nfftA to himfelf^ 
vbre all that I bave fiud by way of dirptra|;enient of him, 

amounts to nothing more than that he is a young man, ig- 
Borant of fome points of hiftory; and even in this he might 
jierceive I was not ferious ; meaning only that he had been 
ifiatUnUve to them, and did not properly apply them. I 
aUb hinted that bis imaginatioii «a» a little d^rbad* But 
this appltti to tbe whole body of the clergy i and n^iat \A 
ean any ntan, in his fober fenfes, think of thofe who really 
apprehend the fafety of the church and (late to be in immi* 
nent cknger from the repeal of the Corporation and Tefl 
which I clearly demon flrated to you, could not d(^ 
9ny harm to atber? Yet Mr. Madan can ^y (Sermon p* 
ii) that this repeal would be ^ opening tbe conOitutioR tar 
V th^ iotcrfeftnoe of tbe Diflbiters, and eventually ttufting 
to their moderation;" as if upon this every thing would 
be in our power, thouph the king, the minifters of tlate, the 
nobility, and almofl ali the members of parliament, fhouid 
couminue to be of the e(bbliihinent. Can this be any 
thing lefa than infanity ? 

. As to Mr. Madan himielf, I could give hm Ibfficicnt 
evidence of the real refpe£^ with which I once conitdered 

htm. But this, I own, is much changed 'fince the publica- 
tion of his Sermon; though he is by no means fLink fo low 
in my esteem as I am in his, when he fays, p. 35, that in 
viewing he ^ experiences a mixed fentiment of pity 

« and 
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and contempt, pity for fuch a degradation of my talents, 
** and contempt for fuch a proof of my malevolence." 
Now I confider him as a peifon of ability^ not at all inferior 
to what he is pleafed to afcribe to me, and of a naturally 
ingenuous and good difpofition, but miferably mifled by high 
church prejudices ; in confequence of which he has haftily 
taken up a bufinefs to which neither hu talents, nor thofif 
of any other man, are equa], I have, however, fo good an 
opinion of his concur, as to be perlbaded that, stfter fome 
thney' her will fee thefe matfefS' iir a yefy diflfefdnt light fW>rfi 

what he does at prefentj and if, when he is perfedtly cool, 
he would read even iny controvcrfial writings, he would 
entenain a very diifer4:nt opinion both of thim^ and of mjifslfi' 
ihSfl he does at prcfent. 

Kotwithftanding the MghtfM plAittre Me. Madan g|ve» 
of <iie^ he fays, p. 6, that he Csktk ^ meA mc,-except in th^ 
^ light of cavil and difpntation, not only with civility, but 
••with pleafure and good will.** I hope, therefore, that he 
was not perfediy ferious in what he has faid of me. For 

I knew any perfon of fuch a'charadcnr as he defcribesf 
miner to be^ I ihonld certainly never with to ilieet him n4 
an. I ftiooM always (vtt^eBt hini of ibme mifci^oua itw 
tentton of other, and be continually irt dread of his power. 
After fuch a pi£lure as he has drawn, I fhould naturally 
loolt for the horns, the tail, and the cloven foot, as proper 
aocompaniments of the charader. Nay I (hould not chufo 
t» have much to do witir any perfon who confidered mt ki 
inch sr Kght ; eonftsoot at i «h'to myfitf, that my charae*^ 
tCT atld conduct are very different fr6m what he conceives^ 
tbem^ to be. 

■ 
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LETTER X. 



O/Mt, MadanCt Apology far hU Tnaiment tf ihi DiJfeniUrs* 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

MR. Mad an is willing, in his fecond publication, to 
foften, in fome meafure) his cenfure of the Dijfinten 
in general^ as perfons of a torbolent difpofitioDi Mitiousy 
republicans, and king: killers, by repeatedly aflerting that ho 

only meant the chief Uadcrs of tlie \r^\\\'. But the exprefi^ 
fions tluu he particularly quotes, as mofl liable to fufpicion, 
are thokof the Refoluttom of the dijirui meeting at Leicefiery 
which were by no means the language of the beads of a ^ 
fartyy but were approved, and unanitnoufiy adopted, by a 
very large body of Diilenters, of all denominations^ In no 
lefs than nine contiguous counties. Thefe Rffoluthm he 
has annexed at large to his Sermon, by which he certainly 
did not mean to give any favourable idea of t!\em. 
, N.ow thefe Refoiutions are exaf^ly fimilar to thofe that 
were paffed in all other parts of England i fo that any cen- 
ibre of tbmt muft neceflarily apply to the great body of 
piflenters, and not to a few only. We do not thank Mr. 
Madan for exceptingy^;^^ individuah among the Diflenters 
from his virulent accufaiion of the whole bodv, bccaufe it 
'\i well known there are no large bodies of men without 
fome well difpofed individuals; and I appeal to the whole 
town, and to Mr. Madan's own hearers, if the imprelfion 
left by his Sermon was not in the higheft degree unfavour- - 
able to iht whU b§dy cf Dijpnurs^ and therefore whether 
it was not dcferving (confidering his juftly refpeded cha- 
ra^ier) of particular and indignant notice. However, his 
charges appeared to me fo very ahfurd, that T treated them, 



a; you have (een, rather with ridiculei tbaa with anger; 
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tvhereas tHough hif Letter abounds with zc/V, yet anger evi- 
dently predominates in it. 

" Upon the whole, 1 cannot help comparing Mr. Madan's 
condu«a to that of a boy *, who (hould wantonly thruft his 
ftick into a hive of quiet and induArious bees, and then 
think to walk off unhurt; not recolledlino:, that, inoffeniive 
as they naturally are, they have//we^, and arc capable of 
rcfcntment. Had he cauglu a few Tingle hees by tl^iemklves, 
he might have crulhed them without alarming the rell, and 
without any rilk to himfelf at all. He docs not, however, 
deny but that he alluded to mjfelf in particular, as one of 
thofe more violent Dijpnten^ on whom his cenfure was in* 
fended to fall 5 and if he really took me to be tliat malidottr 
Belnj above defcribed, he fhould not have trodden upon my 
eloven footy or have kicked me fo near to my tail, without 
remembering that I had horns^ and he had none. 

Befides, who are the violent Di0enters that Mr. Madan 
refers tOj and how far can he be juftified in aicribing their 
particular fcntimcnts to the whole body of Difl'enters ? My 
own lentiments, efpecially my religious ones, which arc all 
that are concerned in this cafe, have been no where fo un- 
popular as among the DiiTenters themfelves ; and what lyir. 
Madan will not fufpe^, but what I know to.be true, they 
gave the greateft offence to thofe who are commonly didin- 
guifhed by the appellation of rational Diffeuters ; and it is 
only of late that the cafe has begun to be a little otherwife. 
At one time there were not more than two or three pulpits 
in England that I conddered as open to me« 

fl 

* Mr* Madan will peihaps conftnie as a refle£Uon upon 1)ini> on 

account of his ywtbi iince he thinks, p. 20, that I meant fomething ' 
contemptuous by menrioning that circumftancc both with refpc6l to Mr. 
Pitt, and himfelf before j whereas any impni tial reader will fee that I 
bad no idea of the kiud with reipe£l to either of them. It is true^ 
1]owever> that I do not fee any thing ib trmfcendant m the abt&ki of 
Mr. Pitt, as Mr. Madan does, p. 209 nor have I at prefent the favour* 
able opinion that I once was willing to entertain ot his heart, becauie 
I do not think that his conduSI in his high office fuffidontly corresponds 
to his projejdifms before he arrived at it» 

Wi'tR 
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With ttSgeA to fl^y p^H^M ^totms, my hfo 
U Mr. Pitt greatly difpkafed the TXi&atm in geoml ; aD4 

many of my own particular friends, thofe whom I have rea- 
fon to value the moll, h^ve not yet forgiven it. But my; 
whole hiiiory Ihcws that it has not been my cuftom to court 
popukrity^ even among tlie DiUeniers, muchieis to to 
the emoIumeQtii ais Mr. Madan iaininiies, p. 22, of th^ 
-«Aablt(hed church. If i <M» my coodud ha» hm iU 
adapted to gain my end. 

As to the late application to parliament, I had nothing to 
do in fuggelling it, and very Httlein promoting it. Nay, apt 
prized of my extreme unpopularity, it is well known to all 
tny frieadsy that X purpoiely kept out of the way, led my 
prefence fliould impede the bi^aafa* AU that I ever thought 
of doiiig.was deliv<riog the Smm9 on the 5th of Novamhcc 
laft. And a difcourfe on foioe topic relating to puiUf lihr^ 
being always expend on that day, and the ufual topics of ' 
that kind being pretty muchexhauQed among us, I thought 
I might as well m^ke chojce of that fubjecl, as any other ; 
and when I fat down to write, I was f«Ht froniihaiiiigaay 
thoughts of pubiiflMDg the difcooiA. 

If Mr. Madan mrid Jmvo piwed my cial piiBeii^ to 
^ dangerous, he ftould have ceofidarad whai I haiee wvitana 
without a view to controverfy, on the fubjeft of g^uernmcnt^ 
efpecially my Lctlurcs on the Study of Hi/] cry and Gintrai 
Foiicyy which I particularly pointed out to him. There he 
will find the principles that I taught wheq I waa tutor at 
Warrington, thofe that are Qpw taught ait the new college 
in Hackney, at Northampton, and as I am informed in the 
oelk^s in North Ameika. If Mr. Madan had looked 
l^tb thofe Le6iures, which, from the circumftances above 
mentioned, he may fuppolc bid fair to contain fuch principles 
of government as will generally be taught to young men of 
jjl^m^ among us, h^ woiUd have found thenD^ indeed, to he 
Awouraible to Ub$r^ hut imiuroiirhlo to r^Uitnmfim i ainA 
t^my acquaintance know th;it I am even, a seahtus Aiand 
^^tl^ limit id monarchy^ fuch as our conftitution is. 
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In a cottver fukm I had M iknifficr, at which Dr. 

Jack I on, Dean of Chrift Church, Oxford, was prcfent, I 
maintained the importance of three di^txmt powers in every 
IrmU balanced ftate,. wkh fo much earneftiida, that, with 
gmt gmi hKmotir, he mid the reft of the company falUed 
SM^ aa being a trmitMrim in pvikkty Ihongb an unitarian in 
wiligtaft. On tbit qucftion I alMys took the part of Mr. 
Adams agaiiift Dr. Franklin, who was a favourer of a re* 
publican government ; though even bt was fo well fatisfied 
with our own> that I (who knew him wtli, if any man did) 
know that be vonld have facrificed efery thing ior the pre-^ 
. fana l iw of it> 

I (cruple not to fay that I tlunk th^ powrr of the crown to 
fee at prefent much too great ; but this does not afFe£t my 
idea oi the real uie of a king, I am an enemy to the ^iVr- 
arcby^ not only i» aattchrijiian^ but as a great means of 
giving the crown the undue influence it now hat $ m coH'^ 
ixiucnoe of wfaidi the court can carry almoft whiMiever 
nieafures they pleafe. 

While the clergy had a leaning to the Pretender, which 
coQtkuied till there were no more hopes of his fucceeding 
«» the orown» they ^ed as a balance to the power of the 
crown ?'tattv now they are wboUy witbir, and theinftuence 
ef- the Diffrnterai whieb ki aU die late reigns waa intirety 
with the court, has begun, in coniequence of a feries of un- 
provoked difcouragementS) to turn the other way, though 
ftiU It ia.not generally fo. 

I am ibrfy to find Mr* Madsin approving of the Entnaeti 
that weremade finom the frsfuce t§ mf^ iMtm uMk Burhi 
and that he tbinkahimfi^f andthe public, p. 12, indebted 
to the Ingenious editor of them, as forming a neat fyllabus 
** of my conftitutional principles;" and fpeaking ironically, 
^ a fummary, yet full, evidence of my many public merits." 
For by keeping out of fight every thing that Ihewed I had 
nothing in Tiew befidet pMic difcujjion^ that editor, and hie 
abettors, moil have meant to infinuate that J intended fome* 
thing of a more i^iolent kind. For what is there alarmiz^ 
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in merely advancing any opinion^ and the nafms on which 
it is founded. Are not the clergy at full liberty to anfwer 
ihofe reafons ? Was it worth their while to trouble every 
member of the houfe of CommonSj and all the biihops^ 
with an account of my wiflitng only to nafon with them on 
the fubjefl ? Will the clergy ferioufly fay that they are 
airaid of my arguments^ and as much terrified at them^ as 
they would he at real gunpowder? 
' Mr. Madan ridicules, p. i6y our attempt to plead a pre- 
cedent for our di(lri£l meetings, our national meetings, 
and our common funds, from the admired fyilem of thai 
« peaceable let of men, the Quakers." ** But I believe,** 
he fays, " every body will fmilc at an example io totally 
inapplicable to your prefent fubjeci. Your farther read- 
ing, it is true, may perhaps induce the next change of 
your principles to coincide with thofe of that refpedable 
*^ fraternity, and I heartily wifli it may." 

Now, (hould not Mr. Madan have (hewn 5n what 
refpects our conduct has ditTercd from that ot the Quakers? 
But it is much eafier to ajprt and to calumniate^ than to 
^r^i/^aciiarge. I have clearly (liewn you, that our condudi 
does not at all differ firom that of the Quafeers, and our 
public papers fliew that from the firft we had their conduA 
in view. In a letter of Mr. Walker's, which was circu- 
lated with a view to promote our lute proceedings, copies 
of which were printed here, and fent to all parts of England, 
is the following paragraph, " The example of theQuakers> 
*^ q( whofe union this pkin is almoft an exa£^ cooterpart, is 
^ % complete anfwer touevery objedion that can be made to 
^ this intention, and this mode, of coniblidating the com* 
munion of Diflfenters through the kingdom." The 
comphment Mr. Madan pays the Quakers, is evidently 
meant to be at our expence, which is nothing but a poor 
artifici^ to engage them on his iide, againft us. But I know 
that body of men better than he does. I know that they 
wi(h well to our application, and I do not defpair of their 
ppenly jpioiDg us when it ftiall be rene.wcd* . 

I am 
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I am particularly forry to perceive that Mr. Madan is 
not afhamed of retailing the low fcurriiity of Swift. Your 
<« vimlcnt abufc," he fays, p. 35, «of the writings and 

memory of Dean Swift, cannot fail to return with in* 

•* creafed force upon yourfclf ; and his chaiader is above 
"your reach." Now I faid nothing about his writings 
and memory in general, but of his illiberal prejudices againft 
the Diiienters ; . and that I am not lingular in treating this 
part of his character with contempt, Mr. Madan may fee 
In the la<l Monthly Review, .which I now have in mf 
hands, in vvliich the following cenfui-e is palled un the late 
republication of the Dean's Tra(5ls on the repeal of the 
Teft A61, p. 343. " Dean Swift's hatred to the Di&ntera 

is well kiiown ; and all calm and difpalfionate men are of 
** opinion, that his hatred urged him even to grofs defama* 

tion. We are forry, therefore, to fee the prefent contro- 
^* verfy on tliC Teft Act thkkened by throwing into the 

cguUron any of his illiberality and virulence." 

, I am, 



LETTER XL 

Of Mr. Madan* s farther Arguments in Support of his PofUton 
• that thi Principles of the Dijpnters are ufiqueffionably Re- 
publican^ and of the Decifton of tbi Houfe of Commons 
itgainft the Dijfinters* 

« • 

My Townfinen and Hdgbboors* 

A S Mr. Madan promifed 07h: final reply to all thefe 
Letters, you would naturally exped that it would 
have been an $ffe&ual one^ fo as to leave nothing of any con« 
fequence to add to it. NoW) in order to this he (houM noc 

« . have 
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have contented himfelf with looking for thd principles of 
modem Dificnters in thofe of tiie time of Charles I. but 
have examined our lau mduSfy and the principles that wet 
mw ttaeb. For admitting that we did put to death ond 
king in the middle of the hft Cfntorjr, we may hav€ re^ 
pentcd of it before the eonchiAon of this. Now It doe^ 
not appear that we made any attempt upon the life of 
William III. queen Ann, George I. or li. or that of hia 
prefent majefly. Nay, the Di&Mtn entered into no eon* 
fpm<j againU^ Charka IL or Jamea II. And at didr 
kiyahy to the prineet of the houfe of Hatlorer (lands unim* 
peached, it ought In reafon to be concluded that, in their 
proceedings againft Charles I. they did rtot conllder him 
merely as a iingi for then they .would have had the fam^ 
dMlike to aH kings. Mr, Madan therefore, in his finat 
rtpi^ ftwukl kf all merino hsvo mttfotd thk argiAnenti 
which I very particuhrly uiged agahift his tMxfan that ttt 
prindpUs of ib€ preflyttriam (meaning thofe of the Dif- 
fenters in general) unquejllonahly republican. 

He ought alfo to have replied to my argument from the 
Scots (who always were, and ftill are, Prefbyterians) never 
having (hewn any prediledion for a republican form of go* 
vemment, but having al^waya had kings, and a proper at* 
tachment to them. But though he intimates, p. 26, that 
he could have explained this remarkable fatft confiftently 
with his accufation of all Freibyterians being of courfe re- 
publicans, he leaves you to guefs at what he might fay ; and 
iaift fiire if la nor ill nky power to divine wtel^ it could be; 
WbilMRtein may gitre iHiat realbnS' he pleafts ibr idbwing 
the Scots to retain their prcfbyterian form of church go- 
vernment; but the attempt to force epifcopacy upon them 
in the time of Charles II* proves that it was a meafure of 
• neeejfityy not of choice. 

BarthoHgh Mr* Madan fayt aoihiiig hi re)f y to mjr^ db- 
je6llons to this dbdrine^ he-fKU-miiintains'hit own^ vis. fh^ 
the principles of Prelbyterians, botli in the anticnt-and mo- 
dem fenfe t^e word^ arc unqne^ionably rtpahljcan^ an<t 
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m itfoof of h he new tHsget, p. a6> the eafe of Holland, 
Geneva, and that of other foreign Proteftants, whole |>rin* 

ciples lie luppofes to be prefbytcrian, and whofc governments 
arc 'republican. But in the fame manner he might prove 
that the principles of the Catholics are repubitcan. For in 
Swinierland thfre are as many popifh cantcyii as proteflanc 
ctnes* Alfo, the religious principles of the natives of HoU 
hbd and of Geneva are materiaUy difierent from thofe of 
the Diflenters of this coontry: If thty be PrelbyteHans, the 
French Proteftants are fo too, and can Mr. Madan ihew 
that th:y ever diicovered a leaning towards a republican go« 
vcrnnient I 

Even the Lutheran diurch mfiy befaid to be preibyterian, 
fince its conftitutioo approaches nmch nearer to thb fyftem, 
than to that of the church of England. The circnmhanee 
that parricnlarly diftinguifhes Prefbyterfans from the mem- 
bers of the church of EngUnd, is that the latter are go- 
verned by diocefan hi /hops. But aiTiong no foreign protef- 
tants are there any biihops with fuch powers as thofe in 
£o|iand. Th^ do not there rank with the nobiiityi lb as 
to have featf in the tbprcme council of the nation ; and they 
have no fuch UmporMl cmris (very improperly called y^rW* 
ttial) as, to your forrow and coft, you often find they ha\ c 
here. The Lutherans, however, though in fac^ Prciby- 
terians, compared with Epifcopalians in this country, are 
not republicans ^ but have always acquiefced in the govern- 
nent of the eqppiret and have fubtrnttod lo the hwa of it, 
as much as the catholic futjeds. 

On the whole, Mr. Madan's favourite idta of the natural 
connection between the principles of reUgiou and thofe of 
c'ivil government^ on which he charges the DiCcnters with 
being republicans, is altogethtr unfupported by any fa^s 
in htflory* He might juft as well infer that becaqfe his 
next neighbour was both a prefbyterian and a button* 
maker, that therefore alt preibyterians were button-makers^ 
or all button-makers prefbytcrians ; as becaulc the people 
of Geneya, ok; any other partkuku* ilat^ ac^ republicans and 
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pre(byter!an9, that therefore all other preibjrterians' are re«: 
publicans. - As, if he walk through this town 'he will find 

button-tiiakers of uU religions, fo if he ftep beyond the. 
territory of Geneva, lie will find republics compoled of 
zealous Catholics; and Mr. Madan himfeif will hardly fay' 
that the principles of the Catholics arc unfiufiimablj r§* 
fuhltcan* 

Mr. Madan, a little confcious, perhaps, that his argu- 
ments from pt iffnt fath^ and pajl hijiory^ fuch as we ufually 
call arguments a pojieriori^ have but ill ferved iiis purpole, 
has recourfe to a new and very curious argument a frhrty. 
inferring ixovcLfrincipUs \ and in the following manner 
he argues that republican principles muft at this day exift 
among Diflentcrs, notwithftanding all the changes which 
he allows to have taken place among us fince the time of 
Charles I. "Ptfr/i>i/' he fays, p, 24, " change every day 
" but priacipies area long-lived generation* Where then,'*, 
fays he«.p. 28, <^ are the principles of fome of the leading 
^ characters who funk again into the general mafs when the 

Ilclloration happily took place." I afk him the fame 
queQion. Let him find them if he can. Only I will fay 
they are not among the Difi'enters. Where are the prin- 
ciples of the violent AnabaptiAs in Germany? I do not be- 
lieve that they exift any wherti and yet according to Mr. 
Madan they muJI be fomewhere. Befides, if thefe repub* 
lican principles do cxift among the Diflenters, they cannot 
aife6i the great body of them ; for the king-killers in the 
time of Charles I. were very few. 

But if there muft be republican and king-killing princi- 
ples among the DiiTenters, mufl there not, for the fame 
reafon, be the principles of paffive obedience and mn^re^. 
Jijfance among the clergy; fince they did cxiii, and were far 
more general among them, and in a very late period too, 
than republican principles ever were among the DiiTenters i 
And, in confequence of this are not the clergy as much torlML 
dreaded, becaufe friends to arbitrary power^ as the DHiedters* 
are fui being tou gi cat tiiciidi to the Hberlui oj iha people F 
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With rcfpca -tO'tbe Corporation and Tiji Mr. 
Madaa thinks hit reafoning againft the repeal of them, on 

his principle of the Diflenters being republicans, and there- 
fore unfit to be trufted with power, to be confirmed by tlie 
late decifion of the Houfe of Commons in his favour. Of 
this he makes fo great boail, by repeating it fo often> and 
vrith fuch an air of triumph} that I fancy he begins to think 
k the beft argument that he has to produce. ^< It would 

be idle," he fays, p. 5, impertinent and ridiculous, 
" refute any arguments from his pen, after fo deliberate a 
" deciiion for the third time, from the coIIe(5^ive wifdom of 
** our prefent reprefentatives in parliament." He confiders 
the propriety of what he had urged, P* 9» as edabliflied 
by the late moft decided majority of the houfe of 
** Commons.** But had this been the three /qU cord^ of 
all the three eftates of parliament, as in this cafe it is only a 
pngU one^ there are many examples of fuch cords being 
broken. For how often have a6fcs of parliament been 
repealed? 

I wonder however, that recent fa<^s (hould not have taiio;ht 
Mr. Madan how little force there is in his arguments 
from a(f^s of parliament, or rather the deciiion of one houfe, 

or both houfes. Did not the high church party boaft as 
much as they now do of the great ftrength of their cauf<^ 
when the houfe of lords, at the inftigation of the bifiiops, 
refe^ed our petition to he excufed from fubfcribing to youv- 

articles of faltli \ As tncy afterwards relented, whether they 
chang^ed their opinion or not (and indeed it is moft likely 
that that remained the very fame) this may be the cafe 
again. Many circumdances may occur 4o induce the 
members of the houfe of Commons, even .without theif 
thinking any more about- the matter, to vote«xa£lly con- 
trary to vVTiat they liavc lately done ; and then what will 
become of Mr. Madan*s great argument ? His caufe will 
tiien want its diief fupport. Whereas my reafoning, as 
yoo feC) is altogether independent of a^s of parliament ; and 
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therefore I am not at ttt Seft confident of its Arcngtli on 

account of the late decifion. For the membert of the hottfa 
of commnns in this cafe were not influenced by reafon. Let 
kir voice be once heard, as in time it cannot fail to be, aiKl 
their oppofitlon to our juft ciatmi wlli ceaie« 

As Mr. Mfldan much firefs on arguments firem 
Mh^rliy, I Will inform htm of one with which he ie pre* 
bably unacquainted. The Diflenters have not only been 
defeated in the houfe of Commons^ but in the Royal Soat^y2\^o, 
A friend of mine was lately recommended to this philofo- 
phkal Society by myfelf, Mr. Kirwan, Mr. Watt, Dr. Cr»w- 
ferd) and Mr. Watfon. Hie knowledge of phl)o(bphy and 
ehemiAry far exceeds mine, and I entertained no ddubtbot 
that a certificate /(> ftgned could not fail to be fuccefsfol. But, 
as my information goes, " the Icing's two librarians, and 
^ many church dignitaries came to vote ag^inil bim," and 
he was rejedked, even by a majority of the voiesi when one 
third would have been fufilcient. Unfortunately, he 'wa» 
known to be not only a friend of mine^ but to have been 
ailive in the mcnfurcs to procure a repeal of the Corpo- 
ration and Tell Acls, and was fent to London as a delegate 
from the DifTenters in a northern county. Had my own 
eledion been depending, it would certainly have met with 
the fame fate. I will venture however, to fay that, had the 
clergy looked through the three kingdoms, they could not 
have found an abler man to ptu an afFront upon. It there- 
fore ihens, what is much to Mr. Madan's purpofe, the 
(bperiority of thofe who oppofe the repeal of the A^s in 
ifueftion over thofe who delire the rqieal, not only in the 
hcufe of Commons^ but even in the Royal Sociitj^, 

• * le ny irftaedouc of this tnaftflioii my inforasation was not ouitc 
9imBf and ibroe afe «f opinbn that mv ftiend was njtSttd for urn 
Otlkr reafbn thaa 1 6rft conceived. But let any imputial nader judge^ 
wkethftran atteftation of phih/rph'r^ I mrf-if, by Mr. iCtrwan, Mr. Watt, 
Dr. Crawford and Mr. Wntlon (to lay nothing of myielf) all men of 
fcience, and fevcra] of whom were known to have been acquainted with 
the candidate feveral years, could be treated as tins was, without fome 
mmmmm originating in party, pfStktti or rt^pmsf 
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On the idea of the claims of the DilTcnters being unjujl^ 
and their principles unfavourable to tlie conftitution of this 
country, Mr. Madan now juf^ities the very harfh epithets 
tie gave ils in bis Sermon, and alfo bccaufe in tbe icrip^ 
•* turn ttnemfdvcs/' as he fays, p. 20, many flrong acco- 
rations ire alleged againft evil doers/* He adds that they 
are, "exprefTions of reproof, which are warranted by truth, 
** and required by neceffity." Now, my good neighbours, 
they who are called tyil doers in the fcrtptares, sre wicked 
wun^ or perfons of immoral lives, and not men of unfoand 
|R>]itical opinions. Whether, therefore^ Mr. Madan can 
be juftified in applying the fame, or iimilar language, in 
cafes fo very different as thefe are, do you judge. Every 
hiilory will ihcw you that there have been very many vir- 
tuous men eng^ig^ in ntRual rebellions, from miftaicen prin* 
ciples of poHcy. But Airdy, though thefe peribns are juftly 
condemned by men in this world, they are not liable to the 
wrath of God in the next, which will be the certain doom 
of all thofe whom the fcriptures call evil doers P It is happy 
for us DiiTenters that we are not at the mercy of Mr* 
Madan, either in this world, or the next. He may fentenct 
aH Diffenters, and all Unitarians, to the fate of evil doers 
hereafter 9 but I hope he will not find any powir to put his 
fcntence in execution. 

On the fubjcft of the Corporation and Tei^ Ads, Mr. 
Madan makes a long quotation from bi(hop Horiley's 
pamphlet, recommending it to my particular notice. Now . 
I hate read it, as I have'done many other things of this 
lame btihop, with much more attention than I havelbimd 
they deferve ; and I fee nothing worth notice in it. All 
that Mr. Madan has quoted from it goes upon the idea 
that the Difienters muft be enemies to the Aate, because they . 
aie enemies lo the chwrdi. B«t we ave fo far iirom aJlow-* ' 
ing this confequetici, that we are rather di^fed to DMin^ 
tain the dire^ contrary ; thinking the principles of th# 
church to be in oppofition to thofe of the rtate, as a free 
and squai government, and giving tbe crown a very undue 
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degree of pdwer ; a fubje^: on which I- (hall probably en- 
' large in the courfe of thefe Letters. 

Bifhop Horfley fliouKl not have written about the Dif- 
fenters till he had known them belter than he does, and 
Mr. Madan (hould not have copied after him, till he had 
read what myfelf^' and others^ have replied to him. He 
quotes the bi(hop (Sermon, p. 28) as ** having fully proved 
** that the genuine Calvinifls among our modern Diflenters 

are very tew." Now, if he liad resd what Mr. Pahner 
of Hnckney, and niyfeif, have repeatedly replied to him, he 
inuii have been fitisfied that no aflertioa was ever more 
unfounded. T his town of Birmingham alone is an abun- 
dant refutation of his confident aflertion. 

There is no place, I believe, in England where the Dif- 
fenters wlio a: ^ Cahiniflsy arc lo nuii;erous in proportion 
to thofe who are as here. But in this place there are but two 
congregations that are not profeil'ediy calviniilical, beOdes a 
very fmall one of General Baptifts ; whereas there are tkrec 
congregations of IndependantS) or proper Caivinif^s, two 
of them numerous, and a fourth is forming ; and there are 
two of Particular, or Calviniftic BaptiHs, one of them very 
maacrous. in moll otlicr places, and ct'pecially in London, 
the Calvinills exceed all the other Diil'enters in a inuch 
greater proportion. It is, I believe, JeiTuning. But great 
bodies of men do not change their opinions fo foon as the 
biQiop's argunieht required $ and hence his obftinacy in 
not admitting fb evident a fa6^. 

Mi*. Madan, as well as the clergy in general, take it for 
granted, that I am fmarting^ as he fays (Letter, p. 5) under 
the LiQi of this bilhnp. This is only a proof that he has 
not read my Inii Defences of Unitarianifm. There he would 
fee that this bilhop's blows, fo far from being thofe of a ivhip^ 
or any thing that can ^ive pain^ .are only thofe of a fia:her 
which tickles and amufes mc, anj that it would gratify me, 
and all Unitarians, very much to"^have afew more of them. 

It a general pretend to have gained a vtSiory^ you never 
take his own word for it. You afk for the trophies^ the 
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jlaln^ and the prifonen. Now it is evident that there has 
been a very great increafe of Unitarians fmce the comntience- 
ment of our controverfy, and that it has been in a great 
- meafure occafioned by it. I may venture to fay that it has 
been thirty fold. It is an increafe acknowledged by all, and 
greatly lamented by the Trinitarians. Now is not this 
more the fign of his defeat^ than of his vi^ory? 

1 will venture to fay that every publication on the part 
of the Trinitarians, has been this occafion of the dimunition 
of their party. An anonymous correfpondent tells me 
that, *^ by accident, nay, he fays, from the fingularity of 
the circumftance, by the dire(flion of God, he met with 
mv Letters to Mi\ Burn^ and that if it had not been for 
them, he might have been glorifying God the Son, and 
" God the Holy Gho(l, which he now thinks not to be 
^ founded on reafon, or fcripture." Many others^ I have 
reafon to think, are under the fame obligation to Mr. Bum, 
and many, I doubt not, will have reafon to thank Mr. 
Madan, and thefe Letters of mine, to which his Sermon has 
given occafion. 

In this very critical ftate of things, would it not be wif- 
dom in the bifliops, the natural guardians of the church 
and its do<^rines,. to. interpofe, and not fuiFer young men 
to engage in this important controverfy, left they fhould do 
more harm than good to the caufe they wifh to fupport ? 
Injudicious friends ofien do more hurt than open eneqfiies. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER Xn. 

Of the EccUftafilcal Conjiltution of Inlands 
My Friends and Neighbours, 

THE pretences for tivil eftahUfhmenfs of n^gim^ which 
were the fubjefl of feme of the preceding Letters, have 
not always been the fame, but have changed with the 
times. For if a thing muji be fupported, and one buttrefs 
h found to give way^ another muft be provided to fupply 
its place. Now till of late years it was always maintained 
to be thte dtkty of the dvi! magiflrate to fupport the caufe 

if Gody aad of truth^ "Without any regard to tlie numbers 
that might be for or againfl: it. But as all religions were 
maintained to be trtu^ and therefore this maxim would fur- 
ni(h a pretext for continual hoftility (the partifans of each 
pretending to fight itt the caufe of God) it has of late years 
been held by all the friends of thdb eftablifhtnents, that 
they are to be fupported not becaufe they are founded on 
truths but becaufe they favour the religion of the majority d£ 
the inhabitants of any country. Confequently^ they ac* 
knowledge that, if a majority of the inhabitants of any 
country were Mahometans, Catholics, or Prefbyterians, 
thefe ouglit to be the perfons favoured by the (late ; and 
that, in order to prefervc peace, all the reft (hould be tole^ 
rated \ meaning that as many privileges ftiould be granted 
them, as (hall be necelTary to keep them quiet. 

Now -it fo happened that the e(iabli(hment of Ireland was 
fettled before this new principle was thought of. At lea(l, 
no regard was then paid to it. For the great majority of 
the people of Ireland are Catholics, and yet the e(labli(h- 
ment is that of the church of England, the members of 
which are not fo numerous as even the f rdbyterians. To 
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defend the cftablifhment of Ireland, therefore, on the new 
principle of the eftabiiihed reli|;ion being that of the majmtj^ 
is evidently impoifible, and yet the old principle of eftabliih- 

ments has been long given up ; and as the attention of the 
clergy has not been called to the fubjecf^, they are utterly 
at a lofs what to fay about it. Since, however, I have 
Parted the fubjei^, Mr. Mad an feems to have thought it 
incumbent upon him to fay fomitbingi but (perhaps, not 
having exadly fettled his own judgment) it is not eafy to 
deyelope his meaning. 

** Should you be difpofed,*' he fays, p. 34., " to argue 

that by the fame mode of reafoning, the number of Roman 
<^ Catholics (hould edablidl popery in Ireland (becaufe the 

majority are Roman Catholics) you muft firft prove the 
•* pope to be a member of fome proteflant h€t of chrif- 

tians." From the turn of this curious fentence, it (hould 
fecm to be intended for wity or humsur; and, as fuch, it 
may, for any thing that I know, have great merit; but wha( 
I am looking for is argument^ and of thiS} as Mr. Madan 
has not thought fit to explain himfelf, I do not find the 
fainted trace. And as this is unfortunately his Jinal reply j 
we muft guefs at his deep meaning as well as we can. For 
my part, I mull own mvfelf to be entirely at a lofs. I 
cannot even imagine on what principle the eftablifhment in 
Ireland ought to be proteftant when the people are Catho- 
lics ; but fuch as would make it equally proper that the 
edablilhed religion of Scotland (hould beepifcopalian, when 
the people are Prefbyterians ; or that the eOablifhment in 
England fiiould he prefbyterian, when the majority of the 
people are Epifcopaliaps. 

If there be any 9/ parliament (for fuch things it feems 
are rea/ons with Mr. Madan) which makes it wrong toefta- 
hlrfli the popi(h religion in Ireland, it muft be unjud, and 
ought to be repealed, as well as every thing elfe that is 
violent and tyrannical. For what is an a6l of tyranny, but 
that which is forced upon a people againft their will ? And 
were the people of Ireland fairly polled upon the fubje£t of 
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eftabllfhing fome fyrtcm of relif^ion, the votes would cer- 
tainly be in favour of the catholic, and not that of the 
church of England. 

Suppofi a catholic prince, the late pretender for example, . 
ihould by an armed force expel the prefent reigning family^ 
and ifi all the forms of an ai^ of parliament, eihblifii the 
popirti religion in this country, fhovid we not pronounce 
this pi occcdmLi; to be tyrarujical , and luch as ought to be 
refi.led, whenever we IhouM have the power of doineit? 
and (hould this be deferred till we had " proved the pope 
" to be a ihember of fome proteftant fefl of chriftians?" 
Should we not laugh at fuch a propofal? Such, therefore, 
mud be the cafe of the people of Ireland. But when any 
fyftem is eJiahUJhed^ and a particular fet of men derive ad- 
vantage from it ; be it ever fo contrary to reafon and com- 
mon fenfe, it will by them be fupported, as this is by Mr. 
Madan. There can hardly be a more evident cafe of the 
kind than this, of the church e(labli(hment of Ireland being 
proteilaht, when the great bulk of the people are Catholics. 

If the people of Ireland were fairly at liberty to deter- 
mine for themfelves, as all men, and all nations, naturally 
wifh, and have a natural right, to do, they would never 
fubmit to maintain at the public expence a fyftcm of reli- 
gion that was profeiTed by not more than one in ten of the 
inhabitants. But if not more than one in an hundred were 
Epifcopalians, the prefent fy((em would, nojdoubt, be con* 
tinued ; artd for the fame reafon, whatever it be, this might 
,be the cafe even if there was not one. For in a great 
number of the parilhes in Ireland there is not a fino-le pro- 
tcitanti and yet all the tithes go to the maintenance of the 
clergy of the church of England, who have nothing to do 
,for it. This is a crying enormity, and public injuftice; 
and it is poorly palliated by Mr. Madan's faying with a 
fneer, that it cannot be remedied till the pope become a 
niember of fome proteftant communion. It is adding 
lPQ|Ckery and infult to oppreHion* 

As 



Digitized by Google 



Inhabitants of Birmingbam* . 103 

As Mr. Madan's reafoning is To manifeftly inconclufue 
on this and all other fubjedts. which he has touched upon, 
or glanced at (for he has done nothing more either in his 
Strmn or LtUtr) and I have fo clearly poipted putjhe in- 
condufiveneis of his reafoning, you may. wi(h to know 
upon- what principle he makes himfelf fo cjfy about it. It 
is, p. 36, bccaufe I have char2;ed the apofilc Paul wiih iii- 
conclufive reafoning; as it it was enough for him to be put 
upon a Jevel with Paul, even in what is fauhy in him* 
But whether I be right or. wrong in thinking that ^aul may 
have fometimes reafoned inconduiively (and be himfelf 
does not pretend to be exempt from error) will this be any 
jwftification of Mr. Madan ? May I not be wrong in cen^ 
furing Paul, and vet rij^ht in ccnJ^uring the re:i(jr of St. 
Philip's. He wiii hardly pretend to infpiratiou. If he do, 
he (hould give fome proof of ir. This, however, he threw 
out not by way of wit or argument^ but merely arttfice^ to 
prejudice you agatnft my reafoning, as if becaufe it has no 
force againft St. Paul, it can have none againft himfelf. 

Another ftroke of artifice in Mr. Madan is his infinuat- 
ing, p. 18, that I have a low opinion of your underftand- 
ings. But if that had been the cafe, (houUi I have thought 
of addreifing thefe Letters to you, fo as to fubmit to your 
judgment important articles of religion and of government^ 
with refpe^ to which I and Mr. Madan hold dlf%ent 
•opinions, uiuka^:!; ycu the umpire between us? 1 cannot 
-confider the a^^frr^-giUL' iQily of any town, Birmingham or 
• London,, asconfifting of perfons of learning fcr education j 
.but they have not, on that account, the lefs good fen fe, Qjr 
the lefs capacity of judging on fuch fubje^s as I am bring.- 
ing before you. 

Your judgment and good -fenfe were never fo much 
called in queliion as by .your clergy, when they mi^dc the 
violent oppolliioM that you have heard of to the introduc- 
tion of my publications oa theological fubjc\:ts into the 
public library in this town, when the funds of it were 

.amply ijufficient for the purpofe. The pretence was that 

H4 they 
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would not have your minds difturbed with theie fubje^ls; 
M if you were not qualified to read judge for yourfel yes, 
and at the fame time preferve your good temper wkh reijped 
to thofe wko (hoiild think differently from you. This, 
however^ was only a preience» and a very fallow one* 
They wi(h you not to read or think on thefe fubjeds at all, 
left you fhould entertain opinions different from ihofe which 
are eftablilhed, and which it is their intereft to keep up; and 
in confequence of this, left their fyftinh and themfelves^ 
Ihouid eventually be dtdnrbcd, and not y^u. fiut I tri^ 
that, in defiance of thein» you will (hew the fipce fpirit^ 
£ngli(hfiien, and that you will think and a^ fior yonrfelvest 
following /r^///? wherever you find it, and refpe^ting italike, 
whether it be diicov^red in a church, or in a conventicle. 

I am, &€• 



LETTER XIU. 

Of Cmtnverfy. 

■ 

My good Friendly 

TiyTR. Madan lays, p. 45, that I have ** difgraced my 
" talents" which he is pleafed to call (whether 
ironically 01; not, X cannot tell) ^-^ fuperior" to unworthy 
and difgraceful purpofet, and he d^res me to ^< remember 
^ the higher point of view in which mj proiellion as a 
^ mnljltr fias placed me.*' 

With refpe(^ to this^ let Mr. Madan inquire of my con- 
gregation. They will inform him, that I never trouble 
them with difcourfes of a political nature, except on a fiFth 
of November, and then never fay any thing that tends to 
ekaljperate them againft their neighbours of the eftablifli- 
ment, but to make all due allowance for the prejudices of 
th^ir educations whereas Mr. Madan's Sermon, whieb 

has 
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has been obftrved to ioettlcate no cbriAian virtue was de- 
Itvcncd on a Suadaj^ which ought to have been devoted to 
better purpofes. 

•The greateft part of my theological publications are of a 
ferious nature, enforcing theevidcnce and doflrines of chrif- 
tianityi and thofe of which Mr. Madaii fpeaks with abiior- 
rencc and contempt, viz. my a/Uroverfial writings (with 
which he is evidently very little acquainted] are in my own 
•pinioni calculated to aflert and vindicate very important 
chriftian truths; and I do not know that I can employ 
whatever talents I may have to a better purpofe. With 
what fucce/s^ or with wiiat Jpirity I have writteUi I do not 
appeal to Mr. Madan, but to youm 

Befides, is the perfon who is wantonly attacked always 
to be cbai^ with a hvg ^ enarwtfjy^ when he defends 
faimfelf, and his writings, and not rather the perfon who 
, wantonly attacks him ? Mr. Burn, for example, charges 
• me with undervaluiNgy and rejeSiing^ the tejiimony of the 
apojilii concerning the perfon of Chrifl ; when all that I have 
written on the fub^, has been to fupport what I take to 
be their teftimony. He alfo charges my tfac«]Jog^al princi- 
fples in general, as big with ail mifcliief/* This he does 
in the place where I live, and before the congregation to 
which I preach. Am I then to be blamed if I repel with 
the indignation that it defcrves, fuch uomentedand unpro- 
voked calumny \ 

Beiides, my controverdal writings bear but^ fmall pro- 
portion to the neft of my puUications. I do not think all my 
controverfial writings, properly fo called, that is, tboie in 
which I reply to particular perfont^ would nurfce lb many 
fheets as I have printed this very year of works of a dif- 
ferent nature. But controverfy, as far as appears, makes the 
whole of Mr. Burn's and Mr. Madan's publications. 
Theirs alfo are both on the sfftnftvt fide, whereas mine are 
wholly dtfenftou Indeed, there is nothing of any confo- 
iqnence that I haive written in this way but what was as ui>« 
premcdiuted^ as my replies to Mr. Bum and Mr. Madani. 

What 
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' -What has contributed the moft to get me the charader of 

a ccniroverfial luritefy is what 1 have written in defence of 
myfelf, when attacked from a great variety of quarters, oa 
account ot my Dijqui fit ions concerning Matter and Spirit^ 
and my Hijiory $/ (hi Corruptions of Chrijlianity* I (hould 
never have written againft bi(hop Horiley, any more than 
ap^aind Mr. Burn, if he had not firft written againft me. I 
liave nol ar»lwcrcd to one challenge in ten that has been 
e'iven me. If I do founder^ ?s Mr. Madan fays, in the 
muddy waters of controverfy, lie and Mr. Burn are among 
thofe who iirft tempted me in, by plunging in before me» 
and keeping me company as long as it was convenient to 
them, and yet they now infult me for \t\ 

But I do not defne to make any apology for v\hat is 
called cr.utroverfy. For, howoffenfive foever the term may 
l^e to thofe whofe principles fuifer by it, it means nothing 
more than fuhlic difcufftouy without which no quei^ion of 
confequencecan be thoroughly, and geiterally, underilood. 
The apoflle Paul was a great controverfial writer, arid fo 
was the meek St. Jolin \ all his epidks being written againil 
the Gnoftics. 

< Befides^ how can I efcapc blame in this cafe? If I make no 
reply, I am faid to be unahle to make any ; and if I do^ I am 
fond (f controverfy ; fo that my (ituation refembles that of the 
old man and the afs. Do what I will, I muil difpleafe feme: 

Mr. Madan, you fee, challenges me to anfwer a pamphlet 
■written by bi(hop Horiley, about the Teft which lie 
fpeaks highly of, but which I think undeferving of any parti- 
cular notice* On the whole, I have thought it moil manly, 
and mod favourable, to the caufe of truth, after avowing 
any opinion of importance, to difcufs it publicly with fuch 
pei ioMs as appeared to me the beft quahhcd to do iliC con- 
trary opinion juftice, nnd to continue the difcuffion till 
nothing of confequence remained to be faid on either fide, 
that the public might judge for themfelves on which fide 
the truth lay. This I think is far better than, like Mr. 
Wadaii, to throw my dagger, and then run away from tlw 

perfon 
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^erfon offended by it. However, it is by no m^ans true 
that I have always had the kft word. My rule has been to 
ceafe to write when I had nothing material to add to what 
I had advanced before. I could name many perfons to 

whofe lal'l publications I never made any repU . 

Mr. Madan, you fee, binds himfelf to make no reply. 
But as bilhop Horfley made the lame imprudent deciaration, 
and afterwards violated it, fo may he ; and if he fee it to be 
in his power to reply with ifft^y 1 doubt not but we fliall 
have fome more loft mrd$ of Richard Baxter, Do you 
think that if he, or Mr. Burn, irritated as they evidently 
are, had any hope, either of filencing me, or of convincing 
you that I ought to be filent, they would not do it ? Has 
cither of them fpared any thing to injure me in your opinion ? - 
You well Icnow they have not ; and it is not probable that 
their difpoOtion is change in this refpedl. 

I aiB| 



Of the Pr 'mcipUs of the Church of England^ 

LETTER XIV. 
« » 

My Townluieii and Ncigliboiirs, 

r^NE of the preceding Letters that I took the liberty to 
addrefs to you, related to church e/iabli/hments ingenera!^ 
in which I (hewed you that in forming them the civil ma- 

gillrate went beyond the bounds of his proper province, and 
incroached upon that of Chrift, and of God liinuclf, to 
w^om alone we are accountable for our religious principles 
and moral conduct ; and yet men, without any authority 
from God, have prefumed to fay what we (hall believe^ and 
'what we (hall do^ in matters of religion \ and they have en- 
forced their decrees with heavy pains and penalties, info- 
much that, witliout being guilty of any civil offence what- 

ever^ 



Digitized by Google 



lol ^Fmiiiar Loiters addrejhd to the 

ever, a man Aall be liable to have his goods confifeate^, be 

difabled from fuing in any court of law or equity, being 
guardian or any child, being executor or adaiinirtrator to a 
will, be incapable of any legacy or deed of gift, of bearing 
any office, xrivi], military, or ecckiia^Ucal, and be Tent to 
f rifon, as at prefent in this country of ours ; and in otiiers 
they (hall be liable to be put to death in the moft cruel 
manner, merely for avowing epimont diflFerent from what 
other men have thought proper to decree to be true. 

Now, many of you being engaged in other necefiary 
purfuits, and not having had your attention drawn to thefe 
fubjeds, may knpw very Itttk about church eAabliibinenta 
In general, or jof your own in particular, as little as many 
perfons, for want of travelling or reading, may know of the 
country in which tliey live. You very piouily, as you have 
been educated, go to church, fay your prayers on Sun- 
days, and follow your feveral occupations diligently and 
honeftly in the courfeof the weelc i but many of you have 
little leifure to think about any thing farther. There is 
however, much more implied in being a good churchman 
than you may think of; as there are many things in the 
laws of our country, which are binding upon all the iub- 
jecls, whether they have taken care to acquaint themfelves 
with them or not* For it is prefumed that men who have 
the ufe of their reafon, will make ufe of it in whatever parti* 
cularly concerns them. 

Now, if this be the caie with refpecEl to the civil laws of 
your country, it muft be the fame with refpe6t to the eccle^ 
jfiaJiUal laws of it, Befides, when you go to church, you 
/do not go merely to bear what another perfon fays, whic^ 
a Granger might do wfithout bearing any part in the fer* 
vice, or being refponfible for the propriety of it ; but you 
go to pray yourfelves ; and in your prayers you fpeak to 
Gody and concerning God; and therefore flio^ild deliv^f 
nothing but what you have well confidered, and think pro- 
per to be faid to him^ and conctming him* Cpnfequently, 
ifj upon that due opnfi^cratign ivhicb you ought to give |o 

fo 
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fb ferious a fLibjecl, you cannot deliberately alTcr.t to any 
thing that, in the forms of your public vvorfhip, you are re- 
quired to fay, you ought not to fay it at ail. It what all the 
congregation there join in bt any thing not trui in itfelf^ 
and efpecially faJfe with r^iSf U G^d, and unworthy of bim^ 
you ought not to give your countenance and fandion to it; 
even by your prefence. If you would not fo much as join 
ih a common fon^, or bear your part in the ci.orus, witliout 
approving of it, much lefs (houid you bear your part in a 
common prayer to Almighty God) without the mod hcany 
approbation of the fentiments contained in it. 

It is, moreover, taken for granted, that all members of 
any particular locicty hold the diftinguifhing principles of 
that fociety. Otherwife they are unworthy and improper 
members of it. You, therefore, who profels to be of the 
church of England, alfo profefs to hold the principles of it, 
and efpecially the belirf of all xVi atiitiesj which the founders 
6f your ^abH(hment have induced to tbirff^nine. Theftf 
the preamble to them fays, were agreed upon " fof 
" avoiding diverfities of opinions, and for eflablifhing con- 
" fent touching true religion/' And the royal prOclamatiort 
prefixed to them requires hot the ciergy only, but aU his 

maje/iy^s loving fuhjeUsy to continile in the uniform pto^ 
« feflTion of them i" it prohiWts ** the leati diflfbrence from 

them, ' and will niot " endure any varying, oir departing 

from them in the leaft degree." 

With refpedt to the interpretation of thefe articles, this 
declaration fays, that they are to be taken in the true, 
** ufttal, iind literal meaning of the words Und that *^ you 
* are not to put your dwn fehfe br comtnent upon the 

meaninjr of any article, but to take them in their literal 
" and grammatical fenfe." Now as thefe articles are dictated 
in very plain EnglKh, the literal and grammatical fenfe of 
which is very eafy to beund^rftood, you Wtii fee, by CQn*> 
fidenng them, what the real do6)rine of the church of 
England is, and what the faith of all the true members of it 

^ught to be. . . ' 

Farther 
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Farther, as this declaratioa lays that thcfc articles, 
" which contain the true dodrine of the church of Eng- 
*^ land," are " agreeable to God's word," and you have 
this word of God, your Bibles, in your hands, you may 
judge for yourfelves, whether this be true or not. By this 
rule you are to try all things^ and thin bold faji that which 
is good. 

Your twentieth article fays that, " tliough the church 
" has power to decree rites and ceremonies, and has autho- 
rity in controverfies of faith," yet it is not lawful for 
the church to ordain anything that is contrary to God's 

written word, and that it ought not to inforce any thing 
** to be beHevcd for nccellity of falvation, bcfides what is 
" contained in the fame." If, then, any of thefc articles 
ihould contain what you cannot but fee to be contrary 
to the word of God, as well as to your own plain fenfe and 
reafon; and if they make any other terms of fahation^ be- 
fides fuch as are made to be fo in the word of God, vour 
church will ftand felf-condemned. It appeals to the fcrip- 
turcs j and by tlie fcriptures mui^ all its articles, and every 
claufe in them, be tried. 

• Now- let us attend to a few of thefc articles, and confider 
whether the do^rines they contain, according to the plain, 

ufua], niul grammatical fenic of the words in which they arc 
exprtiled, be agreeable to fcripture, or not. Pleafe to have 
a copy .of the articles open before you, as I now have, and 
as you are acquainted with your Bibles, to which the com- 
pilers of thefe articles ^peal, compare them together, and. 
then honeftly judge for yourfelves. I (hall for the prefent 
pafs ov er what relates to the doctrines of the ^ ; ), and 
the d.vmity of ChriJI, becaufe I referve the confideration of 
thetn to a feparate Letter,, and (hall content myfelf in this 
with mentioning a few. other things, though as you will 
fee, of very great importance^ if what relates to the favour 
of Godi and final happinefsy be fo. 

Your ninth article fays that, " Original fin is the fault 

" and corruption of the nature of every man," and 

therefore 
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therefore ii; every perfon born into this woild, it dc- 

ferveth God's wrath and daiiinaiion?" In confequencc 
of this, the tenth article fays, that "man cannot turn, and 

prepare himfelf, by his owa natural ftrength, and good 

works, to foith, and calling upon God: therefore we 

have no power to do good works, pleafant, and acceptable 
** to God, witiiout the grace of God by Cb.riii preventing 
*' us, that we may have a good will, and working with us, 

when we have that good will." And your thirteenth 
article fays that works done before the grace of Chrifi', 

and the infpiration of his fpirit, are not pleafant to God; 

for as much as they fpring not of faith in Jefus Chri/l, 

** neither do they make men meet to receive grace Yea 

" rather, for that they are not done as God hath willed 

and commanded them to be done, we doubt not but they 
^ kave the nature of fin." * - ' « 

Now, is it not evident, from the plain fenfe of thefe aiti*- 
cles, that, on account of a ftnful nature^ which every man 
fince Adam necefTirilv brinfrs into the woihi with him, it 
is not in his power to do any thing but fin I He cannot 
even rightly cali upon Gody or pray^ till he receives fome- 
thing that is here called the grace of God^ and the infpirathn 
of his Spirit^ which mull neceflarily be a thing independent 
of himfelf, and only what God is pleulcd to impart to him; 
all that he can do of himfelf being of the nature of Jin, and 
offenfive to God. 

• But how is this do;^rine agreeable to the fcriptures, or 
to common fenfe ? All the prophets, who fpeak by autho- 
rity from God, plainly fuppofe that thofe to whom they 

addrefs themfelves have a natural power of turning to God, 
and ot doing what is pleafing to him. What is the fub- 
ftance of all theit* exhortations but Turn ye^ turn ye^ why 
vttS ye die^ Now, would not this be a cruel mocking, and 
tantalizing of men, if they had no power at all of turning 
to God, but only a power oi turning from him? What 
would you fay to any man who (houM exhort one whom 
he jplainly iiiw to have neither legs nor crutches^ to get up 
and 
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«nd run I And is God more unreafonabSe than man ? Sach» 

however, is the do^rine of your articles, in the plain and 
obvious lenfe of the words. 

You will fay wbo then ore to be faved^ and hew are they 
U hi favid^ fince nothing that any man can do of himfelf 
can contribote to his falvation, by maldng him acceptable 
to God* Your feventeenth artide tells you all this very 
plainly, when it informs you concerning the dofilrine of 
predejff nation, and election, as foilows : " Prcdelliiiation td 

life is the everlafting purpofe of God, whereby, before 
«^ the foundations of the world were laid, he hath con* 

fiantly decreed by bis council, fecret to ui, to deliver fronft 
^ curfe and damnatbn thofe whom he hath chofen \ti 
** Chrift out of mankind, and to bring them by Chrill ro 

everlafting lalvation, as veflels made to honour. Where- 

fore, they which be endued with fo excellent a benefit of 

God be called according to God's purpofe, by his fpirit 
^ working In due feafon; they through grace obey the call^ 

ing f they be judified freely ; they be made (bns of God 
** by adoption i they be made like the image of his only 

begotten fon Jefus Chrift; they walk religioully in good 

works, and at length by God's mercy, they attain ta 

everlaiiing felicity." 

You fee then that, accoiding to this article, none can be • 

be faved but they who have been by God firi'Ordained to 
it, and that the means of faving men is their being; called 
according to God's purpofe, by his fpirit working in due 
feafon." It therefore does not depend upon men^ but 
lipon Gid only, who worketh id them wheny and hm he 
pleafes. It alfo plainly follows from this, that all thofc 
whom God does^ not predeftinate to eternal life, and whom 
he does not caii by liis fpirit, muft mifs of eternal life ; the 
cofifequence of which, according to your articles, is, that 
they mud fufFer everlafting punilhment, and through no 
Htniit of their own, but on account of inch ^ nt^un as they 
iMought into the Wdrid with them^ and which, of courfi^ 
they could not hdp« This dodrine is faid, in the fame 

article 
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article, to be **fiif! of fweet, pleafant, and unfpeakaWe 
** comfort, to godly perfons, fuch as feel in tlicinfclves tho 

working of the Spirit of Chrift/* But what muft it be 
to thofe who feci no fuch workings, and who have no . 
meanft of procuring them ? 

ThuSf my good friends, has your church decreed con- 
cerning this very important buiincfi of tuture happinefs, 
and the way to it. But not fo Almighty God. Every 
page in the Icriptures declares the very contrary dodrinei 
viz. that God loveth the righteous^ and that the condemna- 
tion of finners is not from bim^^ but from tbemftlvis. Pre- 
deftination and ele^Kon is, no doubt, mentioned in tho 
fcriptures, but then it means nothing more, as many di- 
vines of your own church have clearly proved, than the 
good pleafure of God- in granting the knowledge of the 
gofpel to fome nations and not to others, at any particular 
time. And we are exprefsly taught by the apc^e Paul, 
that whether it be more or lefs light that any part of the 
human race enjoy, tficy il^all be judged by that light, fo 
that no more will be expelled of any man than God has 
^ven him power to perform, which is agreeable to natural 
Rafon and equity, Rom. ii« 14. When the Gifisiln wbpbavM 
mt tbi law^ do by nature tbe ibings emttatmd in tbe laWf 
ihefe^ having not the laWy are a law unto ihmijdves^ which 
Jhew the tvork of the law written in tl)clr hearts^ their con^ 
Jcience aljo bearing witnefs^ and their thoughts the mean while 
eccufingy or elfe exeufing one another. 

Yet the very contrary of this rational and apoftolifal 
do£bine is expreifed in your eighteenth article, which fays, 

they are to be had accurfed, who prefume to fay that 
*' every man (hall be faved by the law or fe£l that he pro- 
^^fe^^cs, fo that he,be diligent to frame his life according to 
^ the law, and the light of nature." According to this, 
you fee that all thofe who have nothing more than the iigbi. 
cf nature^ or who have never heard of chriftianity, muft 
perifh everlaftingly. For fo harO^ a cenfurc as this thofe 
who framed the articles have thought proper to give thei 

i following 
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following rea Ton. For holy fcripture doth let out untO 
** us only the name of Jefus Chrid, whereby men muft be 
•* fared," This is taken from A£is iv. 12. But if you 
tonftth the ptiftge yoP ^ill clearly fee that the fahatiom 
there fpoken of is not falvation to tternal A//, but only faU 
Vation^ or deliverance^ frwn Mily diftafeSy ftich as that of 
the lame man, who begged at the gate of the temple; and 
the plain meaning of the paflage is, that no fuch miracle as 
that by which be was cured could be performed by 
power, bat that which was pofleiied 6rft by Chri^l, and 
afterwards by the apoftks ; tbe truth of which cannot \m 
que(Honed, becaiife It was a power derived from God, who, 
as he firft edaUiihed the courfe of nature, can alune con- 
troul it. 

Your church (iiys, artide nineteenth^ as the church of 
^ Jenifakn, Aleiuuidria, and Amioch, have ened, lb abb 
^ tbe church of Rome bath erred, not only in tbcir living 

and manner of ceremonies, but alfo in matters of ^ith/' 

Now I think that, after what we have been confidering, 
we muft fay that the church of England alfo hath erred, ia 
natters of faith, as well as the churches of Jerufalem, Akxi» 
andria, Antioch^ and Rome. Indeed, what privily has 
your church to exempt Im^ bom enor, more than tho^ 
churches, whofe faith fhe takes upon her to condemn ? If 
untiqulty be pleaded for the purity of faith, the preference 
cannot be given to the church of England, which rofe tho 
lateA of them all, as it was formed by Diflenters from thm 
church of Rome; and if, on the contrary, mv0Uy be any 
advantage (thofe who come after others, being abie to fto 
ferther than thofe wlw went before them) we who now 
dilTent from the church of England, have the fame advan- 
tage over hery that ihe liad over the church of Rome. If 
the founders of your church would prove their infallibility, 
they muft work miracles ; but this is what they do not 
pretend to, though the church of Rome does. But even 
miracks cannot prove that to be true vviilch to rcaluii and 
comuaoa ieoie ^ppear^ cvidcmiy falfci and fuch are (]>e 
; dodrines 
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il^flriifi dbore mentiomd. Mmdei can oaly ffove liiat 
to be true which in its mna iwtnit awfiic'fo^ 'and ostdiaC 
vWdb JiyW «Bid M^itBtrf mAar to onfon, «r *ihe 

feHptures. For we cwftli tak€ it for granted that God wiH 
6u»t contnd\8t himkK, 

I ^ not mean to trouble yoa nick an accouat of ev^ry 
thing Iha^ li evideady aoinndi^grjr ^ rmfbn ^ tlie icrip- 
tones in yoor ArtMlq^hut Icould net hdp d««dQfig« tittle 
tPfMNifccfc m appear to oiete he of |iartiari«r Eaiponaisce^ 
and fuch, you muft agree with me, are thofe above men* 
tioQcd. Tlicy arc not, iiowever, errors peculiar to youl* 
chtirdii tut errors of former ages, aa I iiave abundantly 

if yoo Joek iiM) 9m irtl fi« ait e^htt tMM 

Placed, U\A hy what they prevdM. Bat hwvlag heen 

received many centuries, k could not be fuppofed that the 
r^offUd's ifom popery would be afek to dete£l them ali at 
QDce. i^boTy aiad ius noble coteixiporaries, <did a great 
dMi» wsA ine hart mfim 10 Ude Go^ for their Jaboura, 
Sot^ teOcad «f eetpbfciog in Ow, wll^ 
fftin t Ri «vfdi the Tine ipiiit» and go on 10 finidfc lita 

they only began. 

Thai ibnae thiajg% i^rfakh ane at lead like 'to iwhat 
ym )%iiirfdires wouid root call ptfifi) daRrkw^ are retaif^ed 
•a the juakiet and Artmcor the dmrehcf i%ht 
deface of teitAkm aril oenfhioe you. One Of Ae eayllal 
do£irines of the churdi lof Rocne i< duK of theehenge made 
of the bread and wine in the Lord's fuppcr into the real 
and bl¥id tf Chrifi, The ceformers (m 4hat this Mras 
tn mbfurd^iy^ and not ooonMonoed either hy coaion or the 
geooineiiHdeof Mptow) hot foch mmt ifco pr ^o H cea «if 
the common fM0f4e, and <heir own too, hilaooor 6f alofi|; 
received dodlrine, that the framers of your articles and 
Inurgy hav« retained too much of it. In the Lord's fupper 
your tw^Dty^aioth article 690, ^theliody of Chnft4tKiven» 
^ tahoO) ondoatan, eftaron liiWPOBlyond^irtiiidoMoinei^** 
and ia yoor CoifObiffci you oae tan^ to %) Ihit thehody 

1 2 ^and 
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•* and blood of Chrid: are verily and indeed taken and fC- 
" ceived by the faithful in the Lord's fupper." 

Now, if this language have any meaning at all, it cannot 
differ much from that of the Catholics ; for tbty do not fay 
that this bread and wine has the tafte of flefli and blood. 
In common fenfe, thefii elements can be nothing more than 
a Jign^ emblem^ or memGr al^ uf the body oi Ciuill, and not 
the body itjeif^ which therefore, verily and indeed^ is not 

eaten, at all, not even in a heavenly, or fpiritual, or any 
other conceivable, -manner. 

To the receiving of thefe elements fuch a virtue is afcribed 
by your church as no experience will juftify. For in the 

twenty-fifth article they are faid to be " furc witncfles, and 
" efFedual figns, of grace, and God*s good-will towards us, 
by the which he doth work Invifibly in us, and does not 
only quicken, but alfo ftrengthen, and confirm our faith 
^ in bim/' Now there is nothing in the fcriptures td 
authorize our afcribing fo much to this^ or to any other in- 
(litution. All that our Saviour faid upon the occafion was 
that we ihould eat bread and drink wine m remembrance of 
bim\ and being inftituted immediately after the celebration 
of the paffover, which was appointed in commemoration of 
the deliverance of the Ifraelites from Egypt, there can be no 
doubt of its having the fame fimple and obvious meaning. 
It was dcfigned to remind us of Chrift, -and of our obligra- 
tions to him. There is no invifible agency of God upon 
the mind) either exprefled or implied, in either of the 
iSarvices. 

The fuperftition and abufes of former times with refpe6l; 

to the ordinance of bapiifm^ are alfo retained in the articles 
and offices of your church, from u hich they ought long ago 
to have been expunged. In your twenty^feventh article^ 
baptifm is faid to be a fign of regeneration, or the new 
^ birth, whereby,, as by an inftniment, they that receive 
** baptifm rightly are grafted into the church, the promifet 
of forgivciicfs of fin, and of adoption to be the fons of 
God by the Holy Ghoft^ are viiibiy £gned and fealed, 

« faith 
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«^ faith is confirmed, and grace increaTcd, by virtue of 
«< prayer unto God.** 

This is aflerted concerning baptifm univerfally. But 

how can it apply to tlie cale of infants f And yet perfons 
"who are baptized in their infancy, arc made to fay in your 
catechifm, that by baptifm they are ^^made members of 

Chti&y children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom 

of heaven.*' This is^furely^afcribing a great deal too much 
to a mere ceremony^ in which alfo a child is intirely paflive. 
Will not this doiS^rine fully authorize the fuperftition of the 
church of. Rome, the pricits of which communion often 
boaft that, in heathen countries, they have privately, and 
unknown to their parents, baptized fuch young children as 
they met with, and particularly thofe that were upon the 
point of death, thinking thereby to fecure their fa Ivation ? 

Befides, how does this dodlrine of baptifm making per- 
fons " members of Chrift, children of God, and inheritors 

of the kingdom of heaven," agree with the do&ine of 
friiifiinatiw above mentioned ? Are all perfons who are 
regularly baptized of courfe predel^inated to everlailing life ? 
Does the eternal decree of God depend upon the will of 
man? And yet, as it this was really the cafe, whenever 
you bury any perfon who has been baptized (and if they * 
have not, you do not think them entitled to what you call 
fbnjtian hurial) the minifter is made to ^ thank God that 

it has pleafed him to take to himfelf the foul of his dear 
•* brother, or fifter," and the body is committed to tho 
grave in fure and certain hope of its refurredlion to eter- 
" nal life." Though the deceafed have been ever ib noto- 
rious a bad liver, and even a defpifer of all religion, yet if 
he have been baptized, and have chriAian burial, the fame 
confidence is exprefled of his future falvation. Surely, my 
friends, ihcfe things ought not jo to be. Alcn can never be- 
come heirs of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven by mere baptiiini nor do ail who have your chriftian 
burial go to heayen. 

I 3 The 
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1\S pofMi prkrftsj yotf ktiow, prct«nd to a power of 
^ving mtn oBfiUttiMf when they havo eaitfftfled their fiiiJ 

Ihera $ iMrff ii on«Mr tfiv iiferi^iM «f tl^ 
AhMi^ff God, ifilHrilMe knows tfie beim^f oMfi^ Md 

)Md the power of forgiving firt j ind y«t tW^tfff ^AAiVi 

prf of popery is retained in your office for the v^fitation o( 
the fiob* For there the pncft is dircckd to fay to the Tick 
fetfarij who lias profefTed his btlief ot th« apoftJe'ft creed, 
Om LoM Chrk^ wto heth leit pvwer to hit churdi 

^ of his grest nMrcrf filfgif« thef ihm oieaoct* AiMlby 

•« his authority cominitf ed to me, I abfdlvd thc^ ftt>i» 
•* thy fios, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
« of the Holy Ghoft." If thefe ^ords have any meanirSfg 
at ad^ tey mft knfiiy tbat fvm^thing relating ta the for^ 
pfmrnb of to 4epcnd« ^poii th ffiejl. For if nftmmug 
idoao Wie MldMMy &» omOi fignMy oodiitig* 

That tbefe thitif^, and ittaoy olbetff of a toflar datore^ 
•iiAiGh I might point out to you, (houid pafs uncorre£lcd at 
the time of tlie Reformation, near three hundred years ago, 
is tlot to be wondered at. Thofe refc»^mers are not to be 
MsKBcd for Mug fio aatfRt, but to be eomnoeiided for iok^ 

Ar« ti^ be Mamcd, dkolt wha liav« dusi fhik «wti <ytt, aftd 

have endes^Voured to (hut yotirs foc»y from that ^MT 10 ^ 
prefeitt day ; at If Luther and his brethren had been mert 
dWindy infpired and exempt from all error, and as if all 
wMoA waa b(m and died with thum ; whereaa they only 
kt an fi*ai»pla^ wfaitii tHoA who tmm alter tiMm ought td 
iMfolhnnd* 

I aipf 8fe« 
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LETTER XV. 
O/Suh/ciptiM U the jirtUin, ^f. vfihe Churci ef Engkmi^ 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

^^LTOU wUl naturally fay, If there be thefeitninge abfiir* 
' dities in the articles and public fervices of our church, 

why are not our bifhops and clergy fenfible of them ; and, 
as they arc men of fenfe and education, how can they, as 
l^e know they are required, willingly and ix animoy fub- 
fcribe to the truth of them. This is a queftion that I cannot 
anfwer. You muft apply to them yourfelves, and perhapt 
they may be able to give you fatisfa<^ion. However, when 
any man declares his unfeigned belief of any thing, I am 
not apt to queflion his veracity, as Mr. Madan does mine, 
I have a much better opinion of him than he has of me* 
And if he can, in fo peculiarly foJemn a manner, declare 
his belief of the Diflenten in general being difaffeded to 
government, and that their declarations of loyalty are not 
to be trufted j if this opinion of his be " the fettled prlnci- 
pie and convi£^ion of his heart, as he hopes for mercy * 
from the God of truth," he muft certainly have fubfcribcd 
the thirty-nine articles with the fame ferious convuftion of 
their truth. For he muft know that God is a witnefs to that 
fuhfir'ption^ as well as to his compofing, delivering, an4 
printing his Sermon. 

It well known, however, tliat the generality of his 
brethren do not believe thefe articles, in that JirlSf andgram^ 
matical pmft in which their fubfcription to them is required* 
They publicly preach, and even print, what Is direAly con« 
frary to them. They will even be offended if you fay that 
they are Cahimfti^ though the diftinguifhing doc^^rines of 
Calvinifm are no other than thofe of original fin^ predejiina* 
tion^ and other dodrines necefTariiy depending upon them^ 
^hich I have ihewn to be contained in the thirty-nine ar* 
tScles. This it fo well known, that the late Lord Chathaui 
(who was a very different man from bis fon, our prefent 

I 4 prime 



Digitized by Google 



lao Famiiar Leilas addreffed to the 

prime minider, \9h0fe tranfcendant abilities are fo muck 
admired by Mr. Madan) in a celebrated fpeecli winch he 
made in the houle of Lord$ ia Uvour of the Diifenters, faid. 

We have a popi(h liturgy, a calviniftic creed, and an Ar« 
^ minian clergy.*' , 

You will naturally fay that, as your clergy do fub(cribe 
thefe articles, it muil be in fome fcnfe or other. But as 
bifhop Burnet juftly fa id Ion? a pro, " the greater part fuh- 
*' fcribe without ever examining them, and others do it be- 

caufe they muft do it, though they can hardly fatisfy their 

cqnfciences about fome things ixt them/'. Indeed, my 
friends, your clergy are trained to this bufinefs of fubfcrip^ 
tion much too early, and before tliey are qualilied to judge 
about it ; but having done it once, and leeing; others do the 
fame every day, they come to make as hght of it as too 
many perfons in trade do of a cujUmhoufe oath^ as if they 
thought that it implied no obligation at all. But in the very 
fame manner thieves and pickpockets may be trained to 
their difhoneft pra^Slices, and follow them through life, wither 
•out ever reflecting: on the wickednefs of them. 

However, your clergy, having fubfcribed to theie articles 
(which they generally do without ever thinking about the 
matter) have fometimes found it neceflary to allege fome* 
thing or other in juOification of their condud ; and you will 
naturally have ioinc curiofity to know what it is that they 
can fay. Now, there have been no lefs than thirteen dif- 
ferent rcafons aifigned by your clergy for their fubfcribing 
miiifigiy and sx anim^ to (he literal truth of thofe articles^ 
which at the fame time they openly profefs not to believe 
at all. I fhall not trouble you with all the excufcs, fome of 
which exceed the ingenuity of a Jefuit, but I will jult men- 
tion a few, that you may have feme idea how very clever 
your clergy are, and with what dexterity they can fplit hairs. 

Many fay that they fign thefe articles as far as they 
^< are agreeable to the woi4 of God/' But, If that had 
been fufiicient, why were the articles compofed at all ? 
Wov]]d it not have been fufficient to require a fubfcription 
\Qi the Jcri^iurei tl^emfeiye^ ^ The fubfcription to thefe 

articles 
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articles, if k have any meaning at all, muti be a folemn 
declaratioHj that they contain the true fenfe of the fcriptures. 
• Very many of your c]ero:y have fa:d that they fubfcribe 
the articles not as articles of faitb^ but as articles of pew^ 
meaning, I fuppofe, that they will not publiciy controvert 
.tliem« But had this been the meaning of the compilers} 
they certainly would not have required a fubfcription'io 
them, but only a folemn prmifey that the clergy would not 
publicly impugn them. Thli> lubfcription to the articles as 
articles of peace, will give no peace to the mind of an honeit 
man. 1 he preface to the articles fays that they were com- 
piled for avoiding diverfities of opinion, and for efiab- 
lifhing of confent touching true religion." But how does 
this kind of fubfcription prevent dtverfity of oplmm f Many 
of your clergy not only hold, but publifh, and earneftly con- 
tend for, very different opinions, on tiic mod important 
' articles of religion. 

Mr. Paley, archdeacon of Carlifle, maintains that any 
perfon may fubfcribe the articles who does not belong to 
imy of the three clafles of men originally intended to be cx- 
doded from the church by them, viz. Pop%flsy Furltans^ 
and Anahaptijii. Now, Mr. Palcy's writings being in v cry 
high repute, and publicly taught to the youth at the Uni- 
verfities, this new idea of his concerning fubfcription is 
yery likely to become prevalent. But can you think that 
this was the idea of the compilers, or of the iegiilature, at 
the time that this fubfcription was enjoined \ If nobody 
was intended to be excluded from the church befides Papifls^ 
puritans and Jnahtiptijis^would not the tenets of thefe people 
have been particularly marked ? And why are a variety of 
articles inferted to which they could all fubfcribe ? None of 
thefe three claiTes of men were Sodntans^ and therefore, ac* 
cording to Mr. Paley, they may fafely fubfcribe thefe articles ; 
though the very firft of them fays that " in the unity of 
the godhead there be three perions, of one iubiiance, 
power and eternity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Gboft." But ihould not I, who diibelieve this do<Slrine, 

be 
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be a great rafcal, if I fhould fubfcribe it, in order to get pre?* 
ieroient in your church ? 

Many perfens^ I am mformed^ thmk themfelves juftified 
in fttbferibing the ankles of the church of Erigland though 
they do not believe them, becaafe it la wdl known to thofe 
who receive their fubfcriptions, that they do not, and there- 
fore they fay that they deceive nobody* But can you think 
that a faljhood is rendered innocent, by its being accom- 
panied with impudgncif What fhould we fay of any man^ 
who (hoold take an oath' that waa known to be falfe by the 
magiftrate who adnniniftered it > Would not the tranfaAfon 
cover both the parties with infamy ? And furcly we fhould 
not be lefs fcrupulous in an affair of religion^ from which 
oaths derive all their obligation, than we are in civil matters. 
Beildes, all ftrangera, who know nothing about the peribns 
who receive fubfcHpfion, will naturally conclude that the 

man who folcmnly fubfcribes to any things rt^Wy biUeves tt^ 
and will never imagine that he thought to impofe upon the 
world, and himfelf too. 

LaAIy» there are many who fiibfcribe the articles as i 
mere form of admiffion into an office } thinking that they 
thereby only engage to do certain things, and recite certain 

forms of words, which the Jegillature requires, for a certain 
falary ; but that their belief of what they are required to 
pronounce is not at all neceffary. One of your clergymen 
has even faid in print that when he is in the delk, he only 
fays what the law appoints htm to fay, and pays him for 
faying, but that in the putpit he (peaks for himfelf, and k 
anfwcrable for the truth of what he delivers. But do you 
think that nothing tnore is required of your clergy than of a 
public crycr, or a town clerk, who muftread whatever is put 
into his hands I Public criers ate f^ot required to fuhfcribi to 
the truth of every thing that, in their office^ they recite 
aloud. On this principle, your dcrgy might jtrft as wel! 
conform to the church of Rome, profefs mahomet'dnlfm, or 
do any thing elfe, for a fufficient falary; and I fear that there 

are too many of them whoKould not fcruple to do it; 

becauft 
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toeeaufewhat thty would do then, would be no greater vlola^ 
tioo of their confciences than what they do now. Com« 
Mitt lenfe will tell yoit that no man oog^t 16 rubfciibe what 
iM has noe well mfikr^ and what he does not firmly 

kelieve, 

Inftead of merely fubfcribing their names to thcfe articles, 
as the dergy now do, I wifh the experiment v.as made of 
making them diclare upon their honour^ that they believe 
them, as they are required to do, tn the ahwus^ literal and, 
gtammatii^lfnifi tbt w^rif^ and that they make this de- 
ciaftltion as iBi fittUd frindph 4nd cmfi&hn rfthilr hearty 
as they hepe for mercy from the God of truth. This new 
mode would at leaft make many of your clergy thtnk a little 
fnore upon the fubjedl than they appear to have done at 
prdienti and your teachers, though believii^ what I have 
dctity ftewtt to be exceedingly abfurd> atid manifcdly ua- 
fttij^eura^ wovld at leaftbefcn^* 

I am, &c. 



LETTER XVL 
Of Mr, MadaiCs Idea ofVniUtrianifm. 

Mf txMk attd Neighbour, 

XT'QU have heard a good deal of late about Sodmanifmf 
^ or Vmtariamfm^ and ibme of you may not know much 
ilknit the maneT) except that you have been led to conceive 
that it Is fomething of t very alarming nature, fomething 
iitfenfive to God, and highly dangerous with refped to its 
eonfequenCes in another world. But Mr. Madan has ad- 
vanced fomething quite new on the fubjefl; more than inti- 
mating that it is dangerous with refpe^t to the Jlate^ as much 
to as any thing in popery. To juAify this ailertion, it is 
^ nece&ry*' he fays, p. 9, ^ to* remark that the principles 
^ of the Socinian do^ne in this place are evidently gain* 
• ing ground among the Prelbyterians \ and certainly thofc 
^ principles are not more confident with the dof^rine of the 

« . eOabliihed , 
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^ eAaWilhed cbttrch» and no lefs dangerous to the fiat^ 
than any of the tenets of popery. '* 

As Mr. Aladan docs not tell you whar this Sociaianifm, 
(which he deicnbes as fo very dangerous both to churcli 
and iiate) is, it is neceflary that I give you fome information ' 
on the fubje^^, and then you will judg^ for yourfelves, how 
far it is dangerous. Now Socinians believe that Chrift is 
not God equal to the Father, as your church maintains, 
but they lay that he was a man infpired of God, or a pro- 
phet ; that he was fent of God to teach men the true way 
to eternal life, and efpecially to preach the dodrines of an 
univerfai refurredlion, and a future judgment ; that in order 
to enable him to teach thefe great do&ines with efied, he 
was impowered by God to work many miracles ; that he 
was crucified, died, and was buried ; but that God raifed 
him from the dead, and took him up into heaven \ wliere he 
is to continue till, in God's appointed time, he will conie 
again to raife aU the dead, to judge the world, and to give 
unto every man according to his works. 

This account of Socinianifm, or more properly Unit^* 
rianifm, is what I am lure you perfecily underhand, much 
better, I am well j^riuaded, than you do your own church 
dodrine of thru ptrfins in one God^ and of one of thefe 
perfons becoming inearnaii^ in order, by his fuffering^ and 
death, to fatisfy the justice of another of thefe three perfons, 
far the fins of men. 1 am ready to acknowledge that this 
Unitarian doitrine is very contrary to that of your church, 
more fo, indeed, than any thing in the fyiieni of popery. 
For with refped to every thing of this nature, tbedodrines 
of your church are exaftly . thofe of popery. They were 
thofe that Luther and others had been educated in the belief 
of, and which, without any particular examination, they 
left as they found. But that fuch a clo<^rine as I have de- 
fcribed to you has any thing in it ho^iile to the Jiate^ is what 
I have never heard befote, except that whatever is hodile to 
the churchy mu(l, of courfe, be hoftile to the JtaU alfo. 

Popery, I believe to be a very innocent thing with refpeft 
to the ftaie at prefent, though it was not always fo. Then, 

however, 
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however, the danger arofc not from aay religimts tenets of 
the Catholics, bui from their fubjedion to a foreign head, 
and their attachment to the ^mily of the Stuarts, to which 
family the high church party alfo had a fhrong leaning. 

The danger alfo tliat lome perfons ftiU a{)prehentl from po- 
pery, is on the lame account, viz. the pohtical nature of 
their fyftem. But fureiy there is nothing of a political na- 
ture In the Unitarian do^rine. What has the belief of 
one God, or of the humanity of Chrift, to do with any 
principle of the £ng1i(h conftitution ? No do6^rine in phi« 
lofophy, or medicine, can have lefs conne61ion with it. 

On this bufinefs Mr. Madan fhould have explained him- 
ielf, and not have afferted that the principles of Socinians' 
are hoftile to the ftate, without fome ^viV/jtr^,fomething in 
the form or fiiape of S|n argument. It is in «ain to reply 
to a man who advances nothing to reply to, and who only 
conhdently ajjerts what we as confidently deny, treating it as 
a mere calumny. But according to Mr. Madan, Dillenters 
being enemies to the church, they muft, of courfe, be ene- 
mies to the date too ; and Unitarians being of all other Dif- 
fenters the fsrtheft from the church, they muft therefore be 
the greateft enemies to the ftate; whether it can be made to 
appear (for this is what Mr. Madan has not yet attempted) 
that their principles bear any afpedt at all towards the date 
or not. Since, however, to my great regret, we are to hear 
no more from Mr, Madan, I (hall proceed as well as I can 
without him, and in my next give an account of the 
grounds of our Unitarian faith, that you may judge for 
yourfelyes whether finfm and the fcriptures be on our fide, 
or not. The quedion is certainly of importance, deferving 
. your very ferious confideratioui and that of Mr. Madan too* 
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LETTER XVU. 



Of UMit«riamlm> 



My generous Tmvrnfnca and Nqghbourv 

TN the third part* of the Letters which I have taLea 
the liberty to addrds to you, I promifed you a (jght of 
what Mr. M^uian has thought proper to caJI the contammaS" 
ingi^mw $f birsfy*^ •Airing you that it Jiad notbiog «l all 
mUmtmtii^[y ordavgirws^ m tti natnie^ but thgt, w 
cpntwyf it wai as dgaa. Md imrmUfi a thing at a yoiiog 
bad)* You may think that in the fwrA fart of theAi 
Letters I aegleded to fulfil this promife; but I really did 
not. For in it I gave you a difnnci and plain acxomit of 
what Mr. Madan mud hav« meaot by his coMmummg 
^xtnoDy Cnce Unitanam/m, or SmnUnifiB^ was certainly in 
hb eye; tbh being wbat lui cailf aod what be Wfif^ 
IfiBtf ae beiog of a more dangerovt native Cban f)opery 
£elf. And yet I dare fay you few nothing frightful in if, 
and for that reaibn imagined that I had forgot my proojifc 
To myfdf, that which is fo great a hug-bear to Mts 
Madan has long been perfedily familiar i for sfier thgman^ 
wifr pfbiek bs caiit /$ vmfnp I tbt G§d4f mf fabm 
(Adi mv* and be aflUied Uiat be ie quite miflafcett 
with refpeft to it. 

From the alarm which your clergy have been indufh'ious 
in fpreading about Unitarians^ you will natural iy imagine 
that we are littie elfe than AtheiAs i neither believing io a 
God, in a providence, or in a future (late, and profeilingno 
moral obligation at all, fo that it is nothing but the laws and 
the g^Uows that reftrain us from any enormity* Whereas 

• Thefe Letters were originally printed in difierent fmitf and pub* 
liflwd atdiffimt/MMT* This Letter was the firftof Fart V. 
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wt not MBly fadieve in a God» mi 

TOtural religiort, but alfp in the dlYine miflion of Clifift» and 

in the certainty of hit coming again, to raife the dead and 
judge the world, as much 3S your clci^ themfclves. We 
continually preach thefc doctrines, and lay the greateft Areff 
upon them ; and in confequence we confider ourielves M 
iibligcd to the ftri^tft moral virtue in all rerpe<S^Si our 
tkoughta IS well ■$ our idions» bcmg undAr the infpcdioa 
of tn all*feeingGod, whether our condu^^ he fubje^ to the 
ohfcrvation of mtn or not. If this be Unitsrianifmy you 
* will naturally by, what great harm can there be in it; and 
what can be the reafon of our clergy makio^ ^uch an OUt-* 
cry about it. I will then tell you. 

This fame Unitarianifm, plain, fimple tml htrmlc£^ 
t^ay) S*^2t and nabk» as it is, is not the doArine of your 
church. Inftead of wor(hipping only sm tki Fath€r% 
you are taught Lo addrefs your devotions fometimes, indeed, 
to the Father, but at other times to the Son (foJemnly ad- 
juring him in your litany, by his holy nativity and circaia^ 
^ cifion, by his beptifisi, fading, and temptation, by his agony 
and bloody fweat, by his ciofr and paffioni by his preeioiis 
death and burial/' extraordinary prooft of divinity, no 
doubt) and iikewife to the Holy Ghjiy and (bmetimes tb all 
thefc three together, under the appellation of irinlty, or i/jref 
perfans in one GoJ; and this doctrine of the trinity (a word 
which ^QU will in vain look ibr m your bibks) is connected 
with many other fundamental do<5)rines of your church. 
And though this, or any other particular do^ldne, might be 
changed, and the ejlabiifimmi itfdf, with its peculiar go- 
vernment, revenues, &c. remain unaltered, your clergy fear 
that ir any ch^iv^e^ though ever fo reafonable, (hould once 
be made, others might follow, and they Ihould not be able 
to fay where the reformation might Aop (for which I own 
there is ibme reafon) and therefore they oppofe all ch^nges^ 
though ever fo trifling, and efpecially tbu^ which is acknow- 
ledged 10 be a very fundamental one. It is juft the cafe of 

the 
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the boy who would not fay A, left he (houfd W obliged CO 

fay B, and then C, and at laft the whole alphabet. 

However, that this reforf nation in the articles of yoirr 
church ought Xo h\z made, whatever be the confequencc of 
snaking ity I ihall endeavour to (hew you, on the fitppo* 
fition that truth ought ever to be followed at all eventa. 
And if trutb^ and the pure worfhtp of Gcd^ be on the fide of 
US Unitarians, it is an advantage which we would not ex^ 
change for all the dignities and emoluments of your efla- 
biiflied clergy. Give me then, my friends, your candid 
attention, and I (hall foon convince you, that we Unitarians 
have both reafon and the fcriptuns on our fide, and that 
your clergy have nothing but auibority^ and a^s of parHa-* 
mcntj on theirs. 

If you look through the Old Teftament, you will find 
nothing taught there, but the worihip of one God^ and 
the greateft pofiible (befs laid on that worihip, as oppoied 
to the worlhip of many gtds^ to which the world, in the 
early ages, was peculiarly prone. The very firft command-^, 
ment, in which Jehovah, the only true God, is thefpeaker, 
is, " Thou jhalt have no other Gods beftdes nu*^ Mofes, re- 
peating this moft important dodrine fays (Deut. vi. 6.) 
Hear^ Oh Jfrael^ the Lerd thy God is $m Lord^ and the 
prophet Zechariah (chap. xiv. 9.) Jehwab is oht^ and his 

name one. 

The God who was thus worfhipped by the Jews, was 
alfo the object of worlhip to Chrift and the Apollles, Our 
Lord defcribes the true werjbippers^ as they who werjhip the 
Father (obferve^ he fays nothing of himfelf^ or the holy 
jpirti^ but only the Father) in fpiritandiii truth. John iv. 23. 
And when he himfelf prayed, as he fiequenily did, it was 
always to the fame Being, called the Father^ whom he re- 
preients as the only true Gody John xvii. 3. This is life eter^^ 
naly that they might know theey the only true Gody and Jtfui 
Chrift whom thou haji fenty that is, his mefftngery or fervani^ 
This fame great Being is called the God and Father of 

Chtft^ 
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Chrid, as well as of other men — G9 to my bnthreriy Tayg 
JeAis, John xx. 17. and fay unto thewty I gfi$nd unto m§ 
father^ and J9ur father^ and to my Gfdy and your G$d. 

AU the ftvfm oi tho spoftkt were likcwife diroaed to 
dm one God and Father, and to no other perfon whatever. 
For this caufiy fays Paul (Ephef. ui. 14.} / bow my knees to 
the Father of our Lprd J ejus ChriJ}^ an4 never to Jclus 
Chriil himfelf. 

This is the uniform language of the tpoftlei, and of aU 
Ite priipitive chriftians. They knew nothing of a trmitf^ 
to which you pray. Coold they hear your litany, in which 

you fay, O God the Son^ Redeemer of the world^ bav^ iru vcy 
upon us rnijirahle [inner s, O God the Holy GhoJJ^ proceed- 
mg from the Father and the Son^ have mtrcy upon us miftrabU 
fimurs. Q holy kUfftd and glorious trinity^ tbrt$ fgrjins and 
m Godj iaw morcy upsu us miferahU fimters ; could thqf 
hiar your nmm npotithnfj mayBthy after the manner of the 

heathen worftlip, Son of God wt befeech tht:i: to hear us ; O 
Lamb of God that takefi away the fins of the worlds grant u$ 
thy peace % Q Lamb of that takefi^ away thi fins of th$ 
mrid bofn mercy upon us i 0 Chriji b^ar us^ Lord havi 
mercy opots us^ Chrifi have mercy upais us^ L^rd have merey 
t^fm 119, they would be filled with amaMment and terror, 
not being able to coQCCive tiiat tliis ihouid be the worfl^ip 
of chr 'Jiians. And indeed it is the worfhip of antic .7/, 
and nothing ei^. For beginning with the wor(hip of Chri(i^ 
chciftians proeecded to the worAiip of the Virgin Mary» 
iBoft impioufly called $h$ mo$bir of Gid^ of Saint Aiw» thf 
mother of Mary, called by the papiAs, tke m$tber of tif 
mother of God^ but in plainer Englilh God^s g r a >jd mother^ 
and of innumerable faints and angels alfo, which is the ef- 
feace oi popery^ and To like heathentfm^ and fo unlike chr^ 
iiaaityt that the whole fyfieoi is ;ufi)y termed ewrl'V^r^i>fr. 

Now, at the Rfifiormarion, though the prayers 10 fasMs 
and angtlsy and even to the Virgin Mary^ were rc^eded^ 
prayers to Chrift, who j$ no more a proper objc^ of wor* 
fiup than hia mother^ or ^rapdoiothef^ were xeuined. But 
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whatever has beeri added to the fcriptures, whatever hz9 
been huilt upon the fiundatlon of tbt apoJlUs and prophets that 
ought not to have been built upon it, fucfa as Paul call* 
( I Cor. iii. 12) vmd and bey andJIubbU^ muft be confumedy 
before all the abominations of popery can be faid to be done 
away, and pure chriftianity eftablilhed in the world. 

It is acknowledged on all fides, that there is but one G!>d. 
This is fo plainly the language of all the fcripturps, that it 
cannot be denied by any chriftian,' and therefore the advo- 
cates for the dodrine of the trinity are obligol to fay th^ 
the tbrei perfons^ of whom it is compofed, vi«. the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, make but one God. But if 
thele three perfons make no more than one God, is it not 
plain that each of them is no more than a third part of God^ 
and not a wb9ley or proper God \ For if each of them be a 
whole and proper God, there muft, in all, be tbru Godx. 
This is fo evident, tha^ it is moft abfurd to deny it; and 
indeed the curious contrivances of your clergy to make 
thefe three divine perjofis into one God^ though thcy Ihew 

great ingenuity^ (hew fo much embarrafTment, as mud ex« 
cite in plain men like you, when you reflet upon the fub- 
jedf a fmileof contempt* 

When, for example, they read in John xtv. 28, that Jefas 
faid, the Father is greater than /, which is evidently contrary 
to the do<5^rine of your Atbanafian creed (according to which 
none of the three perfons is greater or lefs than ittbir of the 
etbgr two) they fay that he fpake of his bumen natun only^ 
and not of his wbtU felf\ his divinity being at the fame 
time fully equal to that of his Father. But if a perfon may 
thus fpeak of any part of himfelf, as of his whole jelf^ he may 
fay the moft contradidory things, and puzzle and confound 
his hearers, fo that language (hall be of no ufe whatever. 
• ' If Chrift may fpeak of human nature as of his whole 
felf) he may, no doubt, alfo fpeak of his ^Mng nature as of 
his whole felf^ and confequently he might fay that he never 
fuflFcred or died, and that he never rofe from the dead. 
But would not this be a milerabie equivocation, unworthy 
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of any m^n, much more of our Saviour ? It would be no 
better than any of you faying that you were not able to 
JfMky kmidy meaning that you could not do it with your 
iamU or fitt. Yet this ridiculous and contemptible proceed- 
ing the Trinitarians afcribe to our Saviour. Mr. Burn fees 
nothing amifs in this fuppofcd condu6^: of our Saviour, 
'which is only calculated to deceive, and mud neceiTarily do 
fo ; and yet he thinks him, p. 62, degraded to the rank 
<^ of a Ibphift" by the idea of his arguing with the Phari- 
ftes on their own principles. How innocent Is the one, 
and how wicked the other. But fo are men blinded by 
their prejudices. 

There can be no doubt, but that when our Saviour 
^ke of his Father as greater than bimfilfy he meant what 
any other good man would do, when, on bidding adieu to 
his friends on his death-bed, he (hould fay (as is very piou» 
and natural) that he left them to the care of one who could 
do more for them than he could, meaning God ; and he 
was then comforting his apodles under the profpe^ of hii 
departure from them by death. 

But one of the moft curious reafons for afcribing equal 
honour and woHhtp to God the Father, and to Chrid, is 
that which is alleged by Mr, Bum, in his laft Letters to 
me, from Rev. v. 1 3, Jnd every creature which is in heaven^ 
and' on the earthy and under the earthy and fuch as an in the 
fiay beard I faying^ blejfingy and bomur^ and ghry^ andpmer^ ■ 
hi nnto bim tbat fittetb up9n ib$ tbrme^ and unt$ tbe lamb^ 
fir ever and ever. From this paflage he infers, that " the 
*' fame eflential adoration which is here offered to him who 

fitteth upon tbe throne is, by the confent of heaven, afcribed 
<^ alfo to tbe Lamb^^ and hence he concludes, that Chrift 

is either the proper obje^ of divine worOiip^ which no 
^ creature can be, or that the firft commandment is con- 

tinually violated in heaven.'* He adds p. 57, "whether ' 
•* it appears from this, that in no fcnfe whatever is Chrift 

fo much as cailed God in the New Teitament, I leave to 

the common fcnfe of mankind to determine/' 

1L% Now, 
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Now, my friends, I chearfully join iffuc with Mr. Burn, 
in this appeal to ycur connnon fenfe. Pleafe to read over 
the paiTage once more, and iee whether in it Chrift be called 
or not. He certainiy it hoc, but only the Lamb^ which 
k no nemQ of God, any more than Ikm or kior^ and wkdt 
do you fee afcribcd to hikn in it^ but fuch glory and power^ 
as all chriHians acknowledge to be his due, becaufe in many 
paffages of fcripture it is exprefsly faid that God gave it to 
him. Jli powery lie himfelf fays (Matt, xxviii. 19) is given 
imto m in htavim and 9H iMrth* Hi ncgiveJ from Gsd the 
ffthff^ bmur and gioty^ % Peter i. ij* And the mfon of 
this power and glory being given to him ia exprefsly faid 
to have been his humiliation unto death. Phil. ii. 8, 9. 
Bt'caufe he humbled himfelf^ and became obedient unto death^ 
ivin thi diath of the cr<^s% therefore God hath alfo highly ix» 
0kid him, and given bim a name which is above every name^ 

tf yefuSi iverf knee fimid hmu^ ef things im 
bsaviOf and things in earthy and things under the earth i and 
that every tongue Jhall confefs that jfefus Chriji is Lord, to tht 
glory of God the Father. How clearly does this pafTage ex- 
pkuA.that which is quoted by Mr. Burn from the Revela- 
tion; snd yet how clearly do you fee that in it Chriii is 
diftingtuflied from Ged^ and represented as fubordinate to 
him* Heb. ii. 9, JVe fee Jefus who was made a little lower 
than the Angels (the very phi ale which the Pfalmift ufes to 
denote men in general) for the ft^ffcring of deaih^ croiuyied 
with glory and honour* Now I appeal to your commoa 
fenfe, whether the pcrfon receiving this honour and glory, 
can be of the fame rank with him that gives it to him. Caa 
he be 0 God who receives from another, and efpecially as a 
reward for fufFering and dying ? Can God lufFer and die ? 

That hlejjing and honour and glory and power Ihould be 
given to God, and to Chrill at the fame time, does not 
prove that they were afcribed to them in the fame fmfe* 
We are commanded to fmostr all men, and alfo to hemitt^ 
God, and we may do both at the fame Hme^ but fisrely not 
in the iaine kale. By this carious argument of Air. Burn, 

I CIA 
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I can clearly prove to you that king David was God, as 
well as Jefiis Chrirt. For we read, i Chron. xxix. 20. And- 
mU tbi cMigrtgatkn bUfid ibi l^rd God 9f tbiir faibirs^ and 
bmed dmm tbiir beads^ and worjhipped tbi Lord and tbo 
bingy that is^ they paid each of them Hiitabk homage, 
but furely not the lanie^/Wof homagrJ, though Mr. Burn's 
argument would prove as much. But the one being God 
and the other man^ there was no occafion for the writer to 
point out the difference between them, it being fuch as no 
reader couM overlook. The fame, no doubt, was the cafe 
with the writer of the book of Revelation. Confidering - 
Chrift as a man exalted by God, he could never imagine 
that any perfon would place him on a kvel wiih God, who 
had exahed him*. 

* You lee in all thefe paflages, though Mr. Bum doesnot^ 
t!»t God and Cbrt/f are fpoken of as <|[uite diftm^ perfons, 

and of very different ranks ; and if you look, through the 
whole New rcilament, you will find that they arc never 
confoanded ; that the one is an humble worjhipper^ and the 
other the great Bdng who is worflnfpid by him ; that God 
is always the gtvtr^ and Cfarift the ncHViry and a receiver 
on account of fermcet ^nt^ and dutm dif charged ; and there- 
fore it is that his example is propofed to us ; that, like liim, 
we may do what God recjuires of us, and be rewarded for 
il^ as he was. 

The writer of the book of Revdation exprefsly calls hit 
prophetic vtfion, ch. i. Tbi RiVilathn if Jtfiu drift 

^ Ai I hoft I iiaU always be willing to help a neighbour in diftref^ 
and even to lift an enemy^s ox or afs out of a pit, when I find him una* 

hie to helpbimfelf, I fhall in this cafefuggeft to Mr. Burn an ai-ifwerto 
this arsjument of mine, which he may not think of hin^felf, but which 
will iuithis purpofe and ideas quite as well as any other argumentin eitlier 
of his two performances. It is, that David being a type of the Meffiah, 
ttecdngregatiMi ef Ifirtd (wbo according to Bp. Horfley, to much a4r 
niied Mr. Bum, always expelled the fecond perfon of the Trinity m 
thnt character) worfliipped the Antetype in the preience of ilie type ; fo that 
this adoration was in reality prikl to the two hrlt perlons in the Trinity, 
viz. God the Father, and God the Son. In Mr. Burn's next pubiication« 
i iha.ll cx^cl fome ackApwledgment for this a^iHaace* 
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which God f ave unto htm. Moreover, whatever power, or 
authority, Chriit receives from God, the fcriptures teach us 
that he holds it in fubordination to God, wbog^ve it, and 
that it is to be furrendmd up to him, as the apoftie Paul 
fays, I Cor. xv. 24, Then cmetb the end^ whin he Jhall haw 
delivered up the kingdom to Gody even the Father^ when he JhaU 
have put down all rule^ end all authority^ and power ; for he 
muji reign till be has put all enemies under htifeet. But when 
hi faith all things are put under hinty it is man fejl that he is 
exaptid wb$ did put all things undir him\ and whin aU things 
jhall be fuhdued vnto him^ then JhaU the Son alfi himfelf he fub-^ 
jcoi unto him ivho put all things under him, that God may be all 
in nil. This, being a part of yonr funeral fervice^ you muft 
very well remember : and I am perfuaded you muil fre^ 
quendy have been ftruck with it, as exceedingly unfavottr* 
9ble to th^ dodrine of the Trinity, and the proper divinity 
ofChri(^. 

So far is Chriftfrom being reprefented as Gad^ that in all 
the New Teftament he is never called any thing more than 
a many even in his (^ate of greateft exaltation, after his refur-* 
ledion and afcenfion. How, for example, does Peter chft«> 
ra^lerise bim in fais addrefs to the Jews, at the feaft of Pen- 
tecofi, when he is (hewing his auditors how great a perfon 
they had rqeded ? Even at that time, when he would natu- 
rally fpeak of his mafler in the highell terms, he only calls 
him ( A<Sis ii. 22) rf Nazareth^ a man approved of God, 
if mir^Sf and wmUrs, and figns^ which God did by him.- 
Paul ufcs the fame langu age when he fays in his fpeech to the 
Athenians (ABs xvii. 31) He (\, e. God) has appointti a 
day in the which he zvUl judge the luorld in righteoujrufs, by 
that MAN whom he hath ordainedy whereof he hath given af* 
Juranci unti all men^ in that hi hath raifed him frm thi dead. 
In I Con XV, 21, Since hy man came deaths by man cmcsalfa 
the Tifum&im of thi dead. Ag^n, giving as it were the 
creed all Chriftians he fays, i Tim. ii. 5, There is oiti 
God and one Mediator between God and men, the man Chriji 

jfifus* again, i Cor. yiii* ^1 To us there is but em God 
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tbs Fatbir^ whom are aU things^ and tvi in him i and Mi 

Z^djefus Chrlfij by whim an all things^ and wi by him. 

Is not Chriji here fpoken of as intirely diftindl from God^ 
and couJd the apoftle confider the title of God^ as at all ap- 
plicable to Chrid, when, in the plaine(l language poUible, he 
thus gives it exclufively to the Father, To us then is but one 
Ged the Father f It is not one God the Trinity^ couMmg of 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghofl, 
according to the ftrange uncouth language of your I.itany, 
but God the Father only. Can any language refpediing the 
perfon of Chrid be plainer than this of the apoHle ? And yet 
our adveriaries are continually, but moft impudently, re- 
proaching us with departing from the plain and literal fenfe 
of the fcriptures, and with putting figurative fenfes upon 
them. Judge now for yourfelves, whether this be the cafe 
or not, and whether ih^y muft not have recourre to ftrange 
fubterfuges, and perverfions of fcripture language, to find 
their doiSrine of the Trinity in fuch paiTages as thefe, or 
hold it in any confiftency with them. 

I do not wi(h to tire you by enlarging on fo very plain a 
fubjedl as this. Only read the fcriptures for yourfelves. 
Though they are often ill tranflated, by perfons who, be^ 
Ueving the do£lhne of the 1 rinity themfeives, have repre- 
iented tbeai as more favourable to it than they ought to 
have donc^. yet thdr general fenfe is ftill fufficiently clear in 
lavour of the proper unity of God^ and the proper humanity of 
Chrift, He is every where fpoken of as cur- brother^ a man^ 
in all things like unto his brethren ; fo that when we are 
called beirs of God^ we are faid to be joint heirs with Cbrifi 
jf^fus. Rom. viii. 17^ Does fuch language as this at all 
agree with the dodrine of th^ divinity of Chrift ? Would 
It not be a ftrange degradation of a Gody to reprefent him a^ 
receiving an inheritance in common with men ? 

If you wifh to read the reafoning of others on this fub- 
je£^, and particularly the tracl fo much recommended b^ 
Mr. Bum, p. 70, which he fays has gone through three 
.^tiqnsi do me^ dp yourfelves^ food the argument^ the juftioe 
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to read at the fame that piece of mine to which it i&Oile of 
I believe, not Icfs than twenty anfwers^ all of which have 
toot prevented the fpread of thedoflrine which I contend tor 
in it, and of which I believe not Icfs than thirty thoufaod 
copies have been fold. It is entitled Ah Jppmi t9 thtforhm 
ond candid prof fjl^r 5 9f Chrtfiianity on tbi fiHmlng fubjec^s, 
viz. iht uje of rcajcn in matters of religion^ the power of man 
to do the luill of God^ original fin^ eleBion and rtprohaiion^ thw 
divinity of Chrifi^ and atonement for fm by the death $f Chrift^ 
to which in the lad editions, has been added, HM^ft hiftsty 
tf thofi do^in«$^ fliewing ibhin^ and hm they came to bt 
adopted by chri(^ians. There is alfo fubjoined to it an aiS 
count of the trial of M>\ FJwally for writing: againft tht 
divinity of Chrift, at StafFord^irizes, before Judge Denton. 
1 he lafl edition was printed by Pearfon and Roilafon, and 

Is fold for fouNpence, and the tryaltf Mr, Ekoall is printed 
ftparately by Mr. Swinney, and fold for two-pence. . t 
ifvould alfo recommend to yotir notice another fmall trad of 

mine intitled, A general vii lv cf the argumcuts for the unity of 
Cody and againft the divinity and pre-exiftence of Chrifty from 
reafonyfrom the fcriptures and frnm biji^ryy of which the thinl 
edition is now felling, price two-pence* If you wifti to know 
more particularly what I have to fay of thofe texts of fcrip* 
tore, of which the Trinitarians avail themfelves, as favour- 
able to their (lo. trine, confult another cheap tra£l of mine, 
intitled, A familiar illuftration of certain paffages of fcnptun 

relating to the fubjeds above mentioned, price four-pence. 

If you have leifure^ penife my larger Hiftory of the Cor^ 
TuftUns of chriftianity, and alfo my Hiftory of early oplnisio 
concerning Jefus Chrifty in which is clearly defcribed the rife 
of the do(5^rine of the Trinity, and where I prove that the 
great body of primitive chriftians were flri£l Unitarians ; but 
that the philofophizing chriftians, offended at the humilia- 
ting idea of having a crucified man at the head of their relif 
^on, after fome time adopted the opinion of his bein^ of a 
nature higher than the human 5 and that this exaltation of 
}4m weat on, till th^y m»de him to be God equal to the 
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FdllMr ( but that thit mt a work of times and not accom* 

plifhed in lefs than about four hundred years aUer Chrirt. 

You may, in To me meafure, perceive the progrefs of 
i«cn*s opinions on this iubject in the three creeps which are 
iMlopted bjyour church. The Hfft called the Apples* creed^ 
la Unitarian ; for in It G$d the Father Almighty, is fpoken of 
is <nltte di(lin6t from Jefut Chrfft otir Lwd. In the fecond, 
called tlie N.ccuc creed, conipolcd A. D. 325, Chrift is 
Called God of God, and Light oj light, the meawingof which 
is that Chrift, though truly God, la not God of himfe^ 
(«^o3tof) which the Father alone was then called, but that 
he derived hia ditrioity from the Father, and thefWore wai 
fubdrdinate to him. But in the third, or Athanaf,un creed^ 
(compofed nobody can tell when, or by whom, but certainly 
after the time of Athanafius, who did not believe any fuch 
thing) all idea of fuhrdtnation is intirely taken away; and of 
all the three perfona it is declared, that Mne of them h 
grtatiT ar iefs than ihi vtbir^ nme tftbm aftre $r aftir tb$ 
other. 

Thefe three creeds, you clearly fee, are inconfiftent with 
each other, though a common reader may not perceive it, 
and therefore the fame church ought not to retain more than 
one of them^ 

You may now, my friends, judge in fome meafure for 

yourfelves, whether there be any reafon for the violent 
clamour that your clergy are raifmg againO the Unitarians, 
in general, and myfelf in particular, as if, poHefled by a C9n-- 
iamnating damm we held fome (trang^ unfcriptural and 
damnable dodrine % and whether, on the contrary, we do 
not J^ak ihi wirds of truth and fohernefs. In my Appeal^ to 
which I referred you before, you will find reafons equally 
plain and conyincino: for the truth of the other dodrines 
tivhich offend your clergy ib much, becaufe they are con* 
trary to thofe which make part of their fydem. 

An I wilh is that you would think, and judge, for your- 
ielves, and then fay whether fome reformation of your pub- 
lic fcrvicea might not be very eafy and pradicable. Do 

)^u 
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you, for example, think that your liturgy would be a worfe^ 
that is a hfs edifying fervice, if Aich things as thof« I quoted 
abov^ and that are fo oflfeofive to pious Unitarians, were 
left out. It is only in a few places ths^t fuch things as thefe 

occur ; and if the reft of the fcrvice, which has nothing of 
this kind, give you no offence, why might not the whole be 
made uniform, all the prayers being addieficd to God the 
Father, as the greater part of them actually are. Then^ 
notwith^ndiog all our differences of opinion, we might all 
worihip together, like brethren, and fellow chriftians, and 
even the difference of Unitarian and Trinitarian, not ap« 
pearing in the public forms, would give no offence io 
private. . 

If you chofe to have an ejlablijhmenty that is, if it was 
thought proper that the ffate (hould make provilion for re* 
ligpon out of the public funds, and give falaries to the mi* 
nihers of it, it would be a truly Cbrifiian eftabltflunent^ in 
oppofition to a Htatben^ a Afabometan^ or a Jnei/b one % 
and not, as it now is, a Trinitartan eftablifhmen^ in oppo* 
fition to an Unitarian one* 

I am, &c« 



LETTER XVIIL 

Of Mr* Burn's LeiUrs^ in Anfwir to mim^ 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

A FTER waiting a conhderable time from the promifi} 
of their fpeedy publication^ I haYC received, and you, no 
doubt, have feen, Mr. Bunfs Litters t§ mr, in anfwer to 
mine; and as 1 informed you of what I thought of Afr. 
Madan^s Letter^ I will now tell you as plainly what I think 
of thefe. They dilcover a temper extremely chagrined, and 
fretful. The writer is evidently embarralTed in his argu- 
unwiiling to retra^ his accufation, evidently falfe 

and 
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and injurious as it was ; and without any regard to evidence, 
either from reafon, or from fa^ he Oill avows the worft 
opinion of myfelf and my tenets. It is really painful to fee 
9 chiiiKan, and a clergyman, peHifting as he does in the 

great crime of calumniating his neighbour, without the leaft 
lign of repentance, or remorfe, fo that according to the rule 
of the gofpel, he is at prefent in a (late of mind which dif^ 
qualifies htm for receiving forgivenefs of God or man, Let 
lis hope, however, that in time he will fee his conduft in 
its true light, and make the public acknowledgment that 
his cale requires ; and then no perfon will be more ready to 
forgive an offendini^ brother, than myfelf. It wiJI be a fad 
thing indeed if, like Cardinal Beaufort in the play, he (hould 
die withoul giving any fign of repentance, or hope of mercy* 
To the continuance of our correfpondence two thir^gs," 
he fays, p. 71, ^ are indifpenfable, the one that I confine 
"•myfelf to the queflion, and the other that whatever I may 
think proper to advance 011 the fubjef^, it be addrefled to 
himfeif perfonally/' With refpedt to the former rule^ 
I ihall obferve it more firidly than he has done; but 
with regard to the latter, I ftrongly fufped that I ihall ob- 
lige him the moft by not obferving it at all. For then he 
will have an excufe for difcontinuing a correfpondence, 
which you may perceive is unpleafant to him, and which it 
is fiud that his friendsi if .not himfeU, wiih that he had never 
begun. 

The profefled objeft of his original Letter to me was to 

prove that I rejected the apoftolic tefttmony concerning 
the perfon of Chrift.** In anfwer to this I (hewed him 
that, fo far from reje^mg this authority, all my writings on 
the fubje£l proved that I conddered it as being infaUibU^ 
that I had conftantly appealed to it, and had endeavoured to 
afeertain what the opinion of the Apollles really was, as de« 
firous to difcover, and abide by it. Was not this keeping 
to the qutflion^ and did not he ramble very wide from it, 
when he entered upon the diicuiiioQ of the dodrine of int 
^raiiw in general ? 

Now, 
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Now, however, he fays, p« 15, that ^ my Idea 6f in^ii* 
» ration does in fad fet a£de the Infallibility of their teftt- 

•* mony, and by confequcncc renders all appeal to them \n 
this controverfy ufelefs and abfurd.** But with what 
reajon he can fay this^ do you judge* K the apoiUes had 
no means of knowing what kind of being Chrift was except 
by infftraiien^ and I had denied their infpiration) my appeal 
to their teftimony wouid, indeed, b^ abfurd; becinfe, in 
that cafe, they would be left unable to give me any infor- 
mation on the fubjedl. But if, without any infpiration at 
all, they were naturally competent to judge in the cafe, their 
tiftinmy is as decifive, as if they had been infpired for the 
purpofe, and an appeal to it is oonfequently proper. Can 
it be fiitd that becaofe I ^dmf then* teftimony, without fup^ 
pofnig^ them to be infpired (and they neither fay that they 
were infpired for this purpofe, nor do I ice any occaiion for 
^} I reject their teflicnony I 

' In my opinion, the apoftlesi who conceded with Jefus, 
were as capable of judging whether he was a msm^ at 
whether John the Baptid was one $ and as they always 

called them mtn, I take it for grained that they fuppofcd 
them to be fo, and nothing more j though men infpired of 
God. This reafoning would be ju(Vy even if I denied the 
apodolic infpiration altogether s Imt this I admit as wcU ai 
Mr. Bum himfelf 1 and he does not pretend to admh this 
mniver/ally^ but only lit eertmn cafesy viz. when the objed 
of their million required it. In this alio we entirely agree, 
and only differ with refpefl to the articles included in their 
mi/Fion. 

Though Mr. Bum feems to take it for granted that the 
tnftimony of the apoftles is of no value, VLV^A h be fomnded 
on infpiration^ our Saviour himfelf evidendy confidered it 

in a different light, when, fpcaking ot the evidences of his 
divine milFion, he fays (John xv. 27) and ye cljo Jhail bi 
witnejjesy becaufe ye henn been with me frm the bgginning^ 
Mid not becaufe you are^ ot wUl be^ fiipermmindly inipirad 
to bear witnefs of me* If in^iratien had been the {^-oper 
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foundation of their teftimony, what occafion was there for 
their beintr with him from the begninin^^p A perfc£t ftranger 
to the perlon of Jeius might have been infpired to bear wit- 
mfs of htm \ and if their intimate knowledge of him, ac« 
qoired by long conTerfe with h|m, was (uffiden^ what oc- 
cafion was there for infpiFation ? 

What is the end of tejlimony but to fecure belief? If there- 
fore, the ground of it be naturally futficient for this purpofc, 
nothing farther can be neceifary. Now, the hi/iorical evi* 
ienct of the miracles, of the death, and of the nsTurredioii 
of Chrift, on which the whole of chriftianity depends, is tf 
itfelf a Aifficient ground of oor bdief in then. And in- 
deed, whatever irifpiratlon we may fuppofe to belong to the 
writers of the evangehcal hiftory, our faith in them muft 
ted on hiiiorical evidence at lad, unlefs all manlLind, to th« 
CDd of the worU, were equally in^ired. We of this day, 
who have no pietenfions to infpiraiioo, can have nothing 
siore than hjfi^ricai evidence for oar Ukh in the'inrpiratioii 
of others. There was therefore no real occahon for it in 
tlie firft inftance. The evidence of feeiKg and hearing was 
quite fttfficient for the purpofe of thofe who adually faw the 
miracles, and common hiilorical evidence is aU that we can 
now pretend to hav^ that they did fee and hear what they 
relate. 

It is to fuch evidence as this, and to no other what- 
ever, that tl>e apol^ie John appeals for the truth of what he 
lb confidently declares concerning the perfon of Chrift, ii^ 
anfwer to the Gnoftics of hie age^ who hold that he had 
not a real body, confining of Mkk and blood, but only the 
appearance of one, John i. i, That which was from the Begin^ 
ningj which we have heard^ which we have feen with our 
eyci^ which we imve looked upoJiy and which our hands have 
bamdiedj •f the word if Ufe^^ that which we have feen out 
heard, dniare we mntd f9U» He hy% nothii^ of ififfiraitmf . 
which was indeed quite needleft tn the cafe, the evifknoe of 
the natural JumJcs being abundantly fufficient. 

This 
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* This is a fufficient anfwer to Mr. Bom's query, p. 53^ 
« if you allow the apoftolic tcfttmony to have been infidlible 

without infpiration, I beg to be informed what it is in* 
** that tertimony that induces your alTcnt to any thing that 

it contains." The apoftle John neither fays, nor inti- 
mateS) any thing about infpirati$H in this place, and yet he 
cxpe^ed to be believed on his own evidence^ and that of 
his fellow apollles, concerning what they had 2BxaX\jbi4rd 
and feen, AH therefore that Mr. Burn adds , about the 
authority cf CoJ, or the decifistt of my own reajon^ is alto- 
gether impertinent. 

I find I have not been able, plainly as I thought I had 
written, to make Mr. Bom underftsmd the ufc tliat I have 
made of thole writers who are commonly called ebriflhn 

Fathers^ but I hope to faccecd better with yoUy who have 
not his prejudices. He imagines, p. 43. 53, that I have 
TCGOurfe to them, meaning the writers among them, in 
order to determine the trae ienfe of the fcnptores, whkh 
he thinks we can better determine without them, and In 
diis I entirely agree with him ; thinking that as comment 
tators^ they were indeed moft wretched interpreters of fcrip- 
ture. But then I did not appeal to them for any fuch pur-> 
pofe, but only to find out, by their evidence, what the bolk 
of the common chriftians of their age, pcrfons who were no 
writers^ or cmmmtaiws^t all, thought concerning Chrift. 
Becaufe, notwithdanding the fources of miftake to fpecula- 
tive and philofophizing chrifiians, it may be prefumed, that 
the bolk of the common chrii^ians would much longer re* 
tain the plain dodlrine which they had derived from the 
apoftlcs ; and this I have abundantly (hewn was that Chrift 
was fimply a man infpired by God^ and not Gdd bimfelf. 
' Among the reft Tertullian, who wrote about A. D. 200, 
fpeaks of the unlearned chriftians of his day as not only not 
belie^nng the dodrine of the trinity, but as extremely 
Jh9€kid at it ; thinking it to be an infringement of the great 
dofirine of th^fupnmi mftarcby of God the Father; and 
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I have (hewn, by a great variety of evidence, that this was 
the cafe till after the council of Nice, A. D. 325. I there- 
tore inter that this was the do^rine ot the apoiiies, and 
conlieqaently that, whatever fenfe we now fix to what they 
&y concerning Chrift, they could not have meant any thing 
die than that he was fimply a man infpind tf Gtd, as other 
prophets before him had been. 

Is not this, now, a very clear and fatlsfa(51ory mode of 
rcafoning on the fubje(5l ? Why then does not Mr. Bum 
imderfland it, and allow the force of it? He is, however^ 
fo fiir from allowing tt» that he dil^ repeatedly charge me 
with even wilfully hiding the truth from the eyes of my 
readers by this mode of rcafoning. " You muft have 
^ known,'* fays he, p. 24, " that in the queftion before us 

the introdudiion of thofe paiTages" (viz. from the Fathers) 
^ was nothing to the purpofe and at the fame time he 
charge me with a difingenuous purpofe of conibund- 

ing the bttfinefs.'' In p. 41, he finds *^ a frefli fpecimen of 

the fame difingenuous temper." Thefc attempts he fays, 
p. 50, " !ie mull regard as made with no other defign than 

that of concealing from the public view, and of refcuing 
*^ from public detefiation, the tendency of my opinions;'' 
and in p. 51, he fpeaks of *^ the firuggles of my fuperior 
^ underftandin^," as he is pleafed to call it, to conceal its 
** own embarraiTinent." Now, in general, I am on the 
contrary, confidered as the moil undtjguijed^ and therefore 
the mod imprudent of writers, frankly avowing the mod of* 
fenfive fentiments in the plaineft terms, and admitting all 
their confequences. Whence then all this fufpidon of <wN 
ful difguife and difingenudufnefs^ which neceflarily implies a 
bad heart ? It is mere railing, and the mod improbable ac» 
cujation^ without any proofs or the appearance of it. 

With refpedl to himfelf, he fays, p. 67, that he has 
fn^ht fairly^ meaning that he has not wilfiiUy ufed any fal«* 
lacious arguments, but has honeftly fought, and contended 
for the truth* Why, then, cannot he have the common 
candour to admit the fame concerning me r Are there no 

honed 
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Jioneft men in the world bcOdcf tbofe of his own pcffilsi* 
Son? I confidtr htm as a man under the force of vtrf 

ftrong prcjudicL's, luch as make him blind to fuch things as 
I am confident I can make you fee very clearly; but this 
impiiet no baftmfs^ nothiog d'Jwginuous^ immoral^ or wuksd^ 
which is the idei that he exhibits of «# ; and therefore I 
tliink that my principles, whatever they are, admit of more 
candour than his. 

He charged my principles with bcinc: ^ ''g with every mif- 
(hnj\ implyinfr a renunciaiion of the autlioriry of fcripture; 
and that even the decabgue itiielf was in danger oi bcing 
difrcprdcd by me, (b that he even tnmhUd at the applicai- 
linn of my principles. Now,, in order to make him eafy 
on this ftibjef^, for the fake of the quiet of his mind, and 
the health of his body (which I was appiehenCve might fufi- 
fer by the terror that he was thrown into) I fhewed him very 
ckarly that his fears were without foundation i that I was 
as firm a beiiever of every thing that had a good mral un^ 
dffuy as he himielf, and that the heft rule of Judging con<* 
ccrning the dang^ of any principles, was that plain one of 
our Saviour's. By their frniis r? jhali know them. And yet. 
Without paying any proper attention to this> he periiils 
in faying^ p. 3, ^ the more extenfively your opinions arc 
u known, the more univer&IIy they will be reprobaittd, ae 
^ tending in a dired manner to weaken the credtbiiity, and 

" to defeat th.e end, of the'chriilian difpcnfatioa.'* Now 
can this he any thino; lefs than abfolute ravi?ig? But even 
thii is far lei& reproachful than what be concerning me* 
You lee in my writings, and I hope in my life and conirer* 
l&tion, that my princ^lcs do not weaken the credibility, or 
defeat the end, of the chdftian difpenfttioD, if that end wit 
a good moral condudf . 

In anfwer to my appealing to the excellent maxim of our 
Saviour above mentioned. By their fruit$ y$ fiM Amw 
mtMj he iays, p. 59, *^ you muft be aware that this maxim^ 
** though in general a fafe guide, does not hold univerfally.'* 
Now, I do not think that Mr. Burn, with all his wifilom, 

wiU 
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fViU ever find out a better rule of judging than this very 
plain one of our Saviour's, though it happens not to an- 
swer his purpofe of condemning me. Befidee, if I fay the 
£une oonoerning any laying of oqr Saviour's, viz. that it it 

not to be utiderftood univerfally^ or in it's plain and literal 
fenfcj I am inftantly accufed of denying his authority, and 
of fetting up my own reafon againft that of God^ fo ready 
are men to fee a mu in a brother's eye, when they cannot 
Sot a himn in their own* . 

I iball, however, foon quit this fubje£l of Mr. Bum» 
lubmitting what I have obferved to your refle<flions, and 
his; and defiring him to perufe with more care what I have 
written on the fubjedt of infpiration in general, and other 
articles of chriftian do6hrine at which he has taken fo much 
ofivnce, and which be has endeavoured to exhibit in fo 
frightful a light; and in time he may' be better qualified to 
write about them than he appears to be at prcfent. As yet 
he has much to learn even from thofe whofe writings he 
treats, or affects to treat| with contempt. But in order td 
prepaie himfdf for acquiring more knowledgd he muft firft 
get a more candid and teachable mind. For there aro 
pcrfons whom the plaineft inHru^ions ferve only to irritate^ 
and nor to enlighten. 

If we had not fads of this kind to appeal to, the New 
Teftament hi(!ory would appear incredible. But there are 
%t this very day minds as dbdorate as thofe of the fcribea 
and pharifees in our Saviour's time; and there is nafining 
fo plain and convincing, that if men can fo (hut their eyes 
as not to be impreffed by it, they would not be at a lofs to 
find means of evading the force even of miracles tlien^felveSy 
if they were equally averfe to the objef^ of them. . In my 
optnion, the man who can ferioufly hy that to acknowledge 
three divene perfonsy none tf iittm greaUr tr lefi than the athtr^ 
is not to acknowledge three Gods, is capable of evading the 
force of any evidence whatever. Mr. Burn, however, fays 
p. 54, he rejeds with indignation the opinion which by 

any mode of iair cenOra^laQnis ebargsabk ivida tte coiw 
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' " fequence of worfhipping more g9is than me** ^thoiff 
feeing that his avowed opinion mod direillv implies ir. 

Be upon your guard, my good trieruls, againft fuch ftrong 
prejudices, and fuch egregious felf deception as (his, and dread 
any fituation in which a man (hall be expofed to them. 
Mr» Bum will fay that the fcriptures teach the dod^rine of 
ibrte perfons in one God^ and, ftrange as it appears to me, 1 
have no doubt but that he really thinks fo. But the 
Catholic, with equal honefty, fays that, according to the 
clear doclrine of tl ie fcriptures, and the plain obvious fenfe 
of them, the bread aild wine in the Lord's fupper are the 
real bodf and blooi rf Chrffij and thejr both fay that rea/hn 
xnuft give way to cbrifitan faitb. " Be very cautious; how- 
ever, how yuu admit any doctrines which require this fa- 
crifice of reafon^ the great principle which God has criven 
us, as our only guard againtl the groileil delufion and impo^ 
iition. By this principle only can we judge both of thd 
truth of any revelation from God to man, and of the fenfe 
in which any revealed truths are to be tinderftood. • ' 

In order to lerve us in thefe important refpe£^s, reafoa 
cannot, furely, be that weak and contemptible thing that 
Mr. Burn, and- fuch preachers as he is, are continually 
reprefenting it to be. It is the gift of God, and,* no doubt^' 
as perfed in its kind, as our bands\ eyesy or any other part 
of our conftitution, and has fufFered no more by the fall 
of Adam, whatever that was, than our hands, eyes, or any 
other of our members. 

You mud now be fenfible that, in thefe laji Letters^ M.U 
Burn has by no means exculpated himfelf ^om the charge 
cigrcfs calumny^ which he incurred by his firfl. He perfii^s 
in charging me with rfejc6ting the apodolic teftimony con- 
cerning the perfon of Chrift, when it appears from all my 
writings, that I pay the fame implicit relpe<5l to it that he 
himfelt does, that I conftantly appeal to it, and am as ready 
to abide by it. He alfo continues to charge my -prfncifriea 
with the worft moral tendency, without being able to prove 
any part of his heinous accufation i and now he is fo far 
• ^ from 
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from repenting of Lis foul detraclion, and abufc, that he 
adds to it, by taxing me with infmcerlty^ and much artful 
mijreprefentation^ on purpok to bide ihe truth, to conceal the 
bad tendency of my principles, and to ward off the detef^a- 
tion with which they would otherwife be regarded. You» 
who have attended to us both, I am confident, have feen 
Ho evidence whatever of the truth of this accufation, and 
therefore vou mull conndcr liim as aggravating his funner 
bfFences, by the addition of a new one. 

I do not notice every thing that is contained in Mr, 
Burn's Letters^ becaufe I think that what I advanced before 
is qoite fu£ieients. and with refpe£l: to many things I am 
content that he (hould have the laft tv^rdy .whatever ufe he 
may mafke of the circumftance. Befides, he fays, p. 70, 

the fenfe of the fcriptures makes no part of the prefent 

queAion between us and I have abundantly replied to 
every thing of a different kind. 

Many of- you to whom I am now addreiiing myfelf are 
Mr. Bum's hearers ; and as I fuppole he does not confine 
Mmfelf to the teaching of orthodoxy in doSfrine^ but fome* 
times, at leall, exhorts you to good 7noral ionUuil^ and 
among other things tells you not to revile^ but io do to 
§thers as you would have them do io you (precepts which 
you fee he has ihaiQ^fully violated) join your exhortation 
to mine, in order to bring him to repentance. It is the 
duty of all chrifiians, and not of minifiers only, to reprove^ 
-Ttbuke^ and exhort^ and not to frffer fin in a brother. If he 
pay no regard to your friendly admonition, then you muft 
content yourfelves with doing as he fays^ but not as he does; 
for, like the fcribes and pharifecs of old, hi faith and doith 
not. 

If the bifliops took any proper care of the morals of their 
clergy, Mr. Bam would be cenfured by them, and if he 

did not repent, and make his repentance as public as his 
fault, he would be fufpendt^d from his miniftry. But 
in this degenerate age, and relaxed (tate of difcipline, no- 
thing of this whtUfme feverUy^ I fear, Is to be expe^ed. 
. ; L2 Oa 
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On the contrary, it is even faid tliat he has received the 
thanks of two hiQiops, it not more, for his abufe of mt ; 
and it is farther reported, that he has even threatened to 
put me into the fpiritual uurt^ for charging him with ad- 
vancing a falfehUd. But I (hoold think that if this take 
place, he fhould accompany me, for advancing that falfe- 
hood i and then, being confined together, we might have 
an opportunity of difcourfing over, and fettling, the matter 
. in difpute between us. I hope, however, that, without the 
interference of iawy civil or ecdefiaAical^ he will learn by 
what haa already paiTed^ to deal no more in fcandak and 
then there will be no more occafion for you^ or me» to re* 
prove hull fur it, 

I am^ &c. 



LETTER XIX/ 

A jhort Ht/lory of the Diifmiers^ and an jluQunt of ihiir 

Gtneral Principles* ^ 

My Towniinen and Neigh bouis, 

A S it is very pdffible that many of you may know little, 
more of Churchmn and DlffenterSy than their names, 
and feme external clrcumftances relating to them ; as that 
' Churchmen frequent the parijh churches on Sundays, and 
Diffcnters other places of public worQiip, commonly called 
meeting'hwjist you will not, I hope, take it amifs if I en- 
deavour to give you fome iiirther information on the fub^ 
jtSt, For it can do you no harm to know your neighbours 
and yourfelves a little better than fome of you now do^ 
and this I hope will tend to prevent the bad imprelTions 
that your prcachera are frequently endeavouring to make 

upoa 
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«poQ your minds with refpefl to us, efpecially in fuch Ser-r 
mons. as they commonly deliver on the 30th of Janaary, 
the anniverfary of the martyrdom^ as they call it, of their 

favourite prince Charles I. I (hall therefore give you the 
following fliort and plain hiflorv, the truth of which I with 
you to inquire into ; for I do not deiire you (hould take thiS| 
or any thing dfe on my bare word. 

From the time that chriftianity was preached to our 
Saxon anceftors, about A. D. 597, till the time of Henry 
VIII. they continued attached to the Roman fee, and fome 
articles of reformation being urged by Wickliffe and others, 
the biihops perfecutcd their folio wer$> putting many of 
them to cruel deaths. For it was then a fixed maximi that 
biTifi was not to be tolerated. 

Henry VIII. wifhing to be divorced from one wife, and 
to marry aiiother, quarrelled with the pope, who delayed to 
grant him the neceffary difpenfation, and made himfelf the 
fupreme head of the Englifh church, indead of the pope ; 
but he retained all the eflential dodrines of poperyy and 
adually put to death feveral perfons who denied them. 

After his death Edward VI. promoted a farther reforma- 
tion; but it was all undone, as far as power could undo it, 
by queen Mary. In lier reign many proteftants were 
burned alive, and others fled, efpecially to Geneva and 
.Frankfort. There they differed about the bed method of 
church-government^ fome thinking it better that the go- 
vernment of each congregation (hould be within itfelf, 
while others preferred fuch a diocefan epifcopacy^ as they had 
been uied to in the time of popery. 1 hey alio wiihed to 
retain the ufe of fome popifli habits and ceremonies. Queen 
Elizabeth, who was a great lover of pomp and power» 
taking part with the latter, difcouraged and perfecuted the 
former, during the whole of her long reign. 

James I. and Charles I. were ft ill more fond of bifhops 
than queen Elizabeth, finding in them an addition to their 
own power, fuch as our kings experience to this day. In 
the reign of thefe kings, notwithftanding a very fevere 
perfecution, in which many died in prifon, and many fled 

L 3 the 
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the kingdom (of whom a confiderable number took refuge 
in North America^ then an inhofpttable defert, and at their 

own expence founded colonies in it) there was a great in- 
creafe of fieiTons difaffcded to the church of England. For 
though the things about which they differed were not of 
much importance in themfelves, and were even acknow- 
Jedged to be fo, they thought it of confequence to refift the 
impofithn of them by fo improper an authority as that of 
men ; fince, in matters of religion, they thought themfelves 
bound not to refpect any human authority whatever} but 
only that of God and of Chriji. 

■ ' Though this fcruple^ as it is fometimes called^ has gene- 
rally.mide thefe perfons to be confidered as men of weak 

mindset it was in fa£^ a proof of great flrength of mind^ and 
(hews that they a£ted upon more jud and enlarged views of 
things than they who fupercilioully ftio;m3tized them in that 
manner. For a power of decreeing rites and ceremonies, 
and much more of determiningcontroveriies of faith, which 
the church of England aiTttmss, is a power that is abfolutely 
indffinitey and of the very fame kind with thofe claims which^ 
in things of a civil nature, always give the grcateft alarm. 
A tax of a penny, for example, is a trifle, but a power of 
tmpofmg fuch a tax is never confidcred as a trifle, becaufe it 
implies abfolute fervitude in all who fubmit to it. 

It ^as natural alfo that the fame perfons wKo thus ftrenu- 
oofly aflerted their religious HberiVy facrificing to it all that 
was dear to them in life, fliould have a ftrong fcnfe of 
their civU Ulcrfy ; ajid accordingly thofe who at that time 
were called Puritans^ itom profeffing a purer mode of 
wor(hipi and farther removed from the abufes of popery 
than the members of the ehuitb of England, were among 
the firft to take 'alarm at themeafiiresof James and Charles 
to extend the power oi the crown, and to trample upon 
the rights of the people*; fothat when the civil v/ars broke 
outy thefe i^uritans, or Di^enters, and thoie who favoured 

• Mr. Hume, though a friend to the Stuarts, fomewhere acknowledge^ 
that this coiintiy is chiefly in4ebted to the principles and Ipirit of thfe 
Puritans for its civil liberties. ... 

them^ 
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them, who were the more ferious and fober part of the na- 
tion, took part againd the king,' and the more loofe and^ 
profligate joined him. 

. Whether it was that the troubles of the times contributed 
to give the people 4 more ferious turn^ and by that means 
difpofed them to join the Puritans, and the friends of liberty, 

it appeared tliat, though the parliament called by the king 
was at firft eptfcopalian^y the members of it were afterwards 
in general of the Prelbyterian perfuaiioni and after the 
lieath of the king, the Prefbyterian government was, to all 
appearance, as firmly eftabliflied thi? country as epifco-* 
pacy is at pre(ent* • • 

The reiloration of Charles IL though chiefly promoted 
by the Prefoyterians, gave fuch vie:oiir to the caufe of epif- 
copacy, that the friends of it foon prevailed in parliament ; 
and the king and the court, forgetting their obligations to 
the Pre(byterians, adopted every meafi|re to difcountenance 
and punilh them. Epifcopacy was reftored, and fuch an a3 
oj uniformity p^ii'cd J as excluded two thoufaiid learned and 
confcientious clerfyymen from their churches ; and no provi- 
£on being made tor their iupport, and various ads of par* 
liament being made on purpofe to diftreiis them, great num<^ 
bers of Nonconformifts, not lets than eight thoufiind in all, 
perifhed in prifon, and not lefs than two millions of pro- 
perty, on one pretence or other, was unjuftly wrefted from 
them. A Uft was taken of fixty. thoufand perfons who had 
ftt£fered on a religious account from the reftoration to the 
revolution. From thofe who could not comply .with tha 
terms of conformity in the reign of Charles 11. and who 
fufFered in confequence of it, it is the boaft of the prefent 
PifTenters to bedefcended. 

In the reign of James IX. an avowed Catholic, the church 
of England, being in dan^r,:was glad to avail itfelf of tlia 
aid of the Dillenters, and both parties concurred in calling 

* Neither Pyin> Hampden, HoUit, nor any others of principal note 

in the long parliament were Prcibyterians ; and the Earl of Eflex, wh<i 
^td oommamied the army of the people*, was aih«nuou&<pircopaUaii. 
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ia William IIL This prince fo ftrongly mommendcd 
tthrafionj that prcTently after his aoccffion, an ad for thia 
purpofe pafied both houies of parlianHmt. But notwith- 

• (landing their recent obligations to the DilTentcrs, ihe 
biOiops and other zealous churchmen, fuon fhcwed the ill 
will they bore them, by refufing to repeal the Corporation 
uni Tift and alfo another zQt for the cmpr€btnfi9H of 
the Diflenters in the church, by an alteration of fome things 
"Which were then chiefly objefted to, though the meafures 
were iirongly recommended by the king; who, having been 
educated in Holland, was well acquainted with the benefit 
of toleration ; fo that it may £ifely be concluded that, had - 
not the ^ tff Tsltraii^H been propofed at that particuhur 
period, it would not have pafled at all. Bifliop Burnet fays, 
that his credit was much funk, meaning with the clergy, by 
the zeal which he (liewed for this A£l. Hiflory of his 
TimeSy vol. 3, p. 12. Prclcntly after he fays, p. 15. " the 
^ dei^ began to (hew an implacable hatred to the Noa* 
^ conformifts} and feemed to with for an occafion to renew 
old feverities againft them.*' 

The Diflenters, being from their circumflances (for no 
other kind of merit is pretended) the friends of chil iibcrfy\ 
and of a limited monarchy^ will always be favoured by thofe 
who art called ivbigs^ in the eibbiiihed churchy and their 
thief oppofers will be thofe who are called fmfSy or the 
friends of arhifrary pmer. 

Still the Unitarians were left expofed to all the rigour of 
the former ftatutes, and none could enjoy the benefit of the 
toleration, but upon condition of fubfcribing all the doc- 
trinal articles of the church of England } or teach a fchool 
without a licence from a 6lihop» More liberty has lately 
been procured in thefe re(pe6^s. But Unitarians, whofe 
numbers are allowed by all to be greatly increafmo:, were 
not only expofed to the former laws, but a new one was 
enabled againft them, which makes it eventually confifca- 
tion of goods, and imprifonment for lifei to profeft that 
dodrine. This was a law made in the time of William 

himfclf, 
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titiafelPy and which, you fee, Mr. Madan would not have 
repealed. 

Notwithftanding all thefc difcouragements, the number 
of DiiTenters is probably increafidg, and thofe who adopt 
our principles in the church, but who cannot perfuade them- 
fehreato abandon it, are increafing in a ftill greater propor- 
tion; fo that the inconveniences of the prcfent eflablifhment 
are every day more apparent. And as tiie minds of men 
cannot fail to be more and more enlightened) the evil mud " 
in time appear to be fo great, that feme redrefs will he 
Ibund ; and the longer it is delayed, the more complete it 
may be expeifted to be. Senfible of this, we are not very 
felicitous about any reformation at prefent. Let the evil 
grow more confpicuous, and the remedy will be morecer* 
tain and eff&^ual. 

I am, ttci 



LETTER ^CX. 
Of tbi SUuatm of tbi Ckrgj rftbe sftablifiid Cburcb. . 

My Friends and NeigbbourSy 

T F it be of confequence to all men to have fome know- 
. ledge of their neighbours^ with whom they have fre- 
quent intercourfe, it mult be much more fo to know tbem-' 
Jilvi$^ the fociety to which they belongs and the govern-^ 
ment under wluch they put themfelves, with all its itft&s^ 
as well as its ixceUmcies ; and iince nothing in this world 
is perfe^^ we ihould be continually endeavouring to put 
things into a ftate of improvement. Having therefore 
endeavoured to give you fome idea of the rife and principles 
of the Dijiitters^ I lhall now fxiint out to you fome things 
that it behoves you to attend to in the conftitution of your 

tftahUfied 
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^abl'ijhed church. And as your clergy are continually ^dUU* 
playing its exeilUnctis (which 1 am far from denying^ but 
on the contrary endeavouring to adopt) you will naturally 

cxpeA from me fome account of its defeSis, In this I ann 
not unwilling that you (hould make what allowance you 
think proper for my prejudices, as well as theirs i and all 
that I wiih is, that you would inquire, and judge impartially 
for yourfelves. It is a bufinefs. that miKrh more nearly con-, 
cerns youy than it does me. 

' I (hall not enlarge upon all the particulars that, in my 
op'knion, require to be reformed in the lyitem of your eftab- 
. church, for that would require a volume \ but in this 
I/etter 1 0iall mention a few circumftances in the fituatioa 
of '.the fZcr^y uofiivourable to them, and to religion, becaufe 
of ihefe you will be better judges than of many other things 
in the coaftitution of the church, and by thefe you may 
judge of the reft of the fyftem. And it is the Jyflcm to which 
they are fubjec^ that makes the clergy to be what they are^ 
and they muft be more than mm x6 withdand the fatal in-* 
floence of it. No other fet of men whatever could be ex« 
pefted to he^ or to '1/9, more than they are, or than they do, 
in their fituation. This general acknowledgmenr, in the 
makino: of wluch I ain perfe(^l:!y (Incere, will, I hope, ex- 
. cufe any feeming breach of .candour in what 1 ibaH havQ 
occafion to fay on this rubje<fl. 

I. The firft thing that I (hall obferve unfavourable to 
your clergry, and confequentiy to religion, and to yourfelves^ 
is that H]e perfons whom their fcrvices refpe<?l: have no 
power of appointing; or difmiflinf^ them. Should this be the 
cafe with your clerks, and agents, what could you expe^ 
of them \ Would they not foon behave more like mafters^ 
than fervants f And, accordingly, with you the very idea of 
the clergy being your fervants^ men who are paid for doing' 
a certain duty, is in a manner loft-, though that is the very 
meaning of the word mimjier. It is this one circumftance 
that contributes moil to make the (Iriking difference that 
there aiStaally is between the charafter and behaviour of 

diflentin^ 
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difienting minHlers and thofe of your clergy. A drunken, a 
fwearing, or debauched minifter among us, I will venture to 
fay, you never heard of, though luch characters are not un- 
common among you* This is not becaufe we are naturally 
better than they, but becaufe our cuvumftances oblige us 
to be fo» Take vtnj the relbraint that we are how under, 
and in time, when the effect of good habits, which now 
prevail amont^ us, jfhould be over, and when the new cir- 
cumitances Ihould be able to operate, there would be no 
difference.between us and them. 

' In general, alfo, no perfon with us ever thinks of eda* 
eating a fon for .the miniftry if he be not thought to be s 
youth both of a pretty good capacity, and of a ferious turn 
of mind ; becaufe his .rcfpe6^ability, and his fuccefs in his 
profeflion, depend upon them. But this, you well know, is 
not the cafe with you ; becaufe a man who has good con- 
nections, though very (lender qualifications, and no extra** 
ordinary charader, may be introduced into very' high, if not 
the highed, dignities in your church. Many of them are 
conAantly filled with the younger fons of good families 
merely becaufe they furnlfh a reputable maintenance for 
them f and this is one circumftance that intercAs the great 
fam'dies in this country in the fupport of the eftablifhment | 
and the lame is the cafe with refpeft to the eftabliOunent ^ 
popery abroad** • 

• Ai fime is no fylleni fo bad as to be without iu adoUreri (and 
iadeed diere is no e*vU without fome gotd attending it) many think it 
'nmch better that their parifhoners (hould not have the choice of their 
miniilers, fince tVint wonki endanrc^r the peace of the parifh. But for the 
fame reafon, it \vou]il alio be hcUer for the people of this country to have 
no votes in the eie£lion of members oi parliament, or any coauoiU, di- 
left or indire£^, over any part of the civil gcvveninient. One abiblnte 
• ^mafter woaMittuch better pfeferve the peace, and prevent diflention and 
cabal. Every power that man has requires prudence in the ufe of it. 
But muftfuch a creature as martf whofe diftinguifhing f-rcultv is reafon ^ 
be debarred from the ufe of it, and abandon all his natural powers, bc- 
cauic, if any thing be left to his difcretion, it is of courfe left to his indir- 
tnHM alio ? It would then be much better tp bea bruteaninial> nncur 
'fheablblutedireftionof anxicbflr.' * 

In 
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In the late glorious revolution in France this great abufe 

has not been overlooked. All the bi(hops, and officiating 
clerf^y in general, have been made eleSl'tve by thofe whom 
their iervices reiped, and neither the pope nor the king has 
fo much as a negative on the choice of the people. Nay» 
Pr9tiftmts and Jews have equal votes with Catbclut. 

2. Another circumftance unfavourable to your clergy is 
that their education dues not tcntl to prepare them for the 
proper duties of their profefllon, fmce they are not of a 
theological nature. As the clergy are a body of men whoie 
bufinefs it is to teach others religion, you would expert that 
they (hould firft be taught it themfelves. But this is not 
the cafe. No provifion is made for it in the univerfuies. 
There noiliing is ncceifarily taught but the claflics, and 
other branches of what is generally called profane literature^ 
and even in this refpect the great body of your clergy are 
but indifferently furniihed ; for as I am informed, great 
numbers of them have no unlverfity education at alt. In 
the nothern counties this is faid to be a very rare cafe in- 
deed. It is alfo much too eafy a thing for perfons of other 
profeiTions, the law, the army, or navy, or even from com* 
mon trades, to get orders, provided they can procure titles 
to living^. 

Well did our Saviour fay, the ehtUren this wttlder* 

tv'ifer in their generation than the children of light. Would 
any of you take a clerk into a counting-houfe who had not 
been taught arithmetic, or who, in any other refpe£^, had not 
been trained to. the bufinefs in which you wanted to employ 
him? Would you, inllead of having recourfe to a regular 
attorney, get important writings drawn by a perfon who had 
not been properly inftrusSled in the nature of them, and who 
had had no practice in things of that kind ? Or would you 
trad any man with the,condud of a manufa^ory merely 
becaufe fome great man, or fome particular firiend, wanted 
to find a decent provifion for him ? If you did, you well 
know there wuuld loon be an end of the bufuiels of 

your counting-houfes, your manufa;^ories, and all your 

affairs \ 
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affairs \ aoid, that you would want fbme proviiion for 
yourfelves. 

I do not boaft of the fituation of things among the Dif- 
fenters; but it would be very extraordinary indeed if we 
were not better qualiiied for the performance of what is 
required of us^ than your clergy are, for what is required of 
them I becaufe the duties of our profeffion are the great ob* 
je6ls of our edqcation. Claflics, mathematics, and philo- 
fbphy are not neglected; but'with us every thing is nnade 
fubfervieiit to the ftudy of theology, the knowledge of the 
(criptures, the compofition of fermoosi and the difcharge of 
other parts of miniderial duty. 

It is obvioufly neceifary that every chriilian minifter 
flioold undeHhnd the languages in which the Btbfe was 
written J and in our places of liberal education wc are 
always taught Hehreiv as well as Greek. But with your 
clergy this is a voluntary thing. They may^ learn HebreWt 
as they may ChineTei or any other language, but they are 
under no obligation to do it. Their getting orders does 
not depend upon it. Do you inquire among the clergy in 
this town and neighbourhood, and I will venture to fay, 
without knowing, any thing particular of ihe matter, that 
you will not find one clergyman in an hundred who can fo 
much as read a Hebrew word> and not one minifter edu- 
cated at any of our academies, who cannot read and con- 
ftrue it. Greek, your clergy learn becaufe it is an article 
of claffical education, and not becaufe it is the language of 
the New Tcftament. 

In confequence alfo of our mode of education, a habit of 
€9mpofiiion is univerfal among difienting minifters, but it is 
by no means fb among yours. It is generally thought that, 
thoU'>h there are ten clergymen for one dilTenting minirter 
in this country, we compofe more fcrmohs than they do, 
and our publications of other kinds are far more numerous 
than theirs in proportion to our numbers; which is a proof 
that, in general, we are of a much more ftndious turn thaa 
they are. The fcrmons the moft admired for their com- 
pofition 
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pofitkm of any that your church-has boalled of in the pr^^^ 
feat age» 'were thofe that were published by Dr. Whiter 
profeflbr of Arabic, at the Bainptto'Ledore* But a great 
part of them now appeara to haire been written by a I>i(^ 

ientcr, a perlon educated at the very meaneft of our acade- 
mies, and formerly my moft humble admirer, tliough after- 
. wards my opponent, Mr. Badcock, 
. The deficiency of the clergy in that kind of learning 
whkh iDoft becomes their pnofefDon is evident from my con-» 
tromfy relating to the perfon of Chrid* Bifi»p Hsrjley's 
^reSff you will hear cried up by Mr. Madan, and others* 

But the probability is that they have not read even thcm^^ 
and much lefs what I have written oa the other de of th» 
queftion, efpecially my Hijiory of Early Opinions conarning. 
Jefus Chrift. Let Mr. Madan himfelf, who fpeaks of my 
^ fmarting under this bi(hop'$ laib," hj upon his honouc 
whether he has or not. I have too good an opinion both 
of his judgment, and of his integrity, to think that he will 
fay thus much; though, without much reading on tlic I'ub- 
je£l, he may think himfelf warranted to join in the general 
plaudits of his order on the dde of their champion. A 
biihop lately deceafed, and who was. acknowledge to be 
one oif the bed icholan not only on the bench, but of hia 
age, told me about the time of the opening of this contro- 
vcrfy, that fo low was the ftate of this kind of learning, viz. 
an acquaintance with the Fathers, and chriftian antiquity, 
that he did not know that there was a i^ngle perfon among 
the clergy who was at all prepared for any difculTion of the * 
kind ; and this has been abundantly verified in the courfe 
of the controveify. 

3. It is highly unfavourable to the charade er of the 
clergy that the temptation they are under to make fa!fc de- 
clarations is, in feveral cafes, greater than there is any reafoa 
to fuppofe that the bulk of mankind can withAandi and if 
we .go upon the idea that one fet of men will, in general, be 
better than another, we (hall certainly be deceived. In the 
firft place^ the clergy are obliged to fubfcribe the thirty-nine 
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•nides of the church of England at a time when it is ab- 
Acutely impoflible that they ihould have i>roper2y coo- 
lidered them, and th7s fubfcription is to be repeated on their 
indudton into every new living. Now^ I do not fay there is 

no clergyman who has fairly conftdered thefe articles (which 
however, judging by my own experience, will require the 
Acidy of lome years, and in general it is to. be feared that it it 
pot the bufinefs of a (ingle day) who can tx antm fubfcribc 
to the belief of them all^ in that plain and lUncl fenfe in 
which his fubfcription is by law required. • But at this day, 
wvhen fo much more light harh been thrown upon thefe fub- 
jedis than was to be found at the time the articles were com^ 
pofed, it is highly improbable that this fhould be the cafe} 
ttnd the bulk of the clergy do unquedionably fubfcribe them 
without any thing that can be called ixaminatisn^ and con- 
fcqueiitly without any proper belief of them at all. 
. Now, is not this an unpromifing introduction into an 
e&ce in which it is a man's duty to teach the importance of 
irutky the neceflity of enquiry for thedifcovery of truth, and 
fhe obligation of finctrity in the profelfion of it; duties 
which hcmuft be confcious to himfelf he has wholly 
rieglecled, or grolly violated? The clergy mud alio give 
their unfeigned ajjent nnd confent to every thing contained ii| 
the liturgy of the church of England, the book of canons^ 
and other things which tit this day it is barely poflible they 
ihould really approve. But- when men bave^been educated 
to a profeflion, fo that they can get a genteel ' fubfidence by 
it, and have no profpedl of any maintenance at all without 
it) what can you exped r All men are not iaiats, and no 
men are angels. 

How, alfoi is it to be expe^ed that men (hould indulge a ' 
fpirit of free enquiry in matters of religiony when they know 
before hand that they cannot change a fingle opinion v/ith-, 
out making: it neceflary for them, if they be honeft men» 
and will not have recourfe to unworthy artifices, to give up 
all their mea^ns of fupport? In this cafe,'if they have a^ttin^ 
for fpeculation, they will natui^illy make choice of any other 
, ^' ■ • fubjeft 
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Ibljed rather than nUglon, I have heard of more mflanccs 
than one of deiigyinen refiifing to read my own publications^ 
left their minds (hoiild be difturbcd by them. One, I wat 
told, who had exfierienced that inconvenience himfelf, fe- 
rioully cautioned a younger clergyman never to look, into 
any of them. 

Alfo^ having no motive to frte tttquiij themfelves, the 
ckrgy win naturally be enemies to it in othcrsi and, on one 
pretence or other, they will difcourage the n»ding of any 
books that can tend to unfettle men's minds, stYd change 

their opinions; becaufe it might eventually lead them to 
think more unfavourably of the eftahl ifhed fyllem. It is a 
remarkable faw^ that, in aimed all places in which there are 
public libraries on fuch a liberal and open plan as that which 
has lately been eftabliflied in this town, the clergy have ill 
the firft tnftance dHcountenanced them; and when that 
could not be done, they have endeavoured to get the con- 
troul of them, for the fake of keeping out fuch books as 
they wiHi the common people not to read; while the Dif* 
fenters have always been fbremoft to promote thefe libraries^ 
and when they have been inftituted) have been as ready to 
introduce into them books unfavourable to their opinions^ 
as thofe in Avour of them. We are ufed to free enquiry^ 
and love to encourage it. 

The folemn declaration which the clergy are required to 
make at the time of receiving orders, viz. that they are 
moved to undertake the office of a chri(iian mini(ler tht 
Hffy Gbf/fy is what ought not to be required s becsufts If 
the wor^ have any meaiung at all, their declaration implies 
that tliev tccl fome fupematural impulfe upon their minds 
leading them to it ; when the moft that can be faid is that, 
from a pious and good difpofition of mind, tbey are in* 
clined to undertake that employment in preference to any 
•dier* But in how many cafes is it not apparent that eveit 
tKr Is more than can be averted with truth % fince they 
chufe their bufinefs as you do yours^ with ao otiier view 
than to g^t a iubilRence by it. 

The 
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The Mb 9pM fimm$ tt the teMttttion of the detjgj int<» 
their bene6ces, is, I fear, much too MBt for the tStoA 
plaice of many trf them. It is as follows, "I^ N. N, 

•* do fwear that I have made no fimoniacal payment, con- 
tra6l, or promire, directly or indire<5lly> by myfelf or any 
*^ otbefi to my knowledge, or with my confent, to any per- 
^ Ibti orperifafia whadbeteTi for, or eonoeming, the procitr* 
ing^ «id obtaining, of IIms eedelililical dignity, phi^ pre<^ 
•* ftment, offiee, or lirSiig, nor win at any titne hereaftef 
perfortn, or fatisfy, any fuch kind of payment, contraf^, 
or promife, made by any other without my knowledge Cft 
" confent. So help me God through Jefus Chrift.** Now, 
befidea huying adoewfom with the right of preftnmkn^ and 
then prelltoting themfehrea^ which is virttidly the hxSki^ 
thing as pnrchafing the living, is it hot known that, Itt 
various other ways, livings arc really purchafcd, as much as 
other life eftates, and reverfions ? For my own part, I fee 
no good reafon why, confidering the red of the conftitutioa 
of the church, it might not be permitted to cletgymeni 
fnoperly qoal^edi to boy places in the church, as well ae 
fcr officers to buy pikes hi the artny. It wouM certainly 
he far lefs fcandalous, and in all refpefis better, than the 
prefent pra6tice. 

^. The inequality in the pfoviflon that is made for 
the clergy is another great and crying evit in your church, as 
It both adds to the expence of the fyfiem, and is the caufe 
of the clerical duty bdng worfe performed. Fot in general^ 
the perfons who receive the largeft falarles do the Icaft duty, 
being able to get it done for a fmall allowance by infcriof 
hands ; and in fome cafes the difproportion between the re- 
ceipts of the perfon who does nothing, and thofe of hiai 
Ivho does the whole. Is enormous and fcandalous. Now 
queftion with a faifible and ceconomical people is, whe- 
tiur Hiy kintf oiFduty cannot be as well done at a lefs tX" 
pence. If the real duty of any parifli be actually done for 
fifty pounds a year, for example, why Hiould another perfon 

enjoy perhaps five hundred for doing nothing f Money 
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that might be faved, ypu know is thrown away, and mi^C 
be better employed. 
We DiiTehters think that we msmage oar aflitrs moA 

better than you do yours. There are, for example, in thi« 
town twelve diflenting minirters of different denominations^ 
who^ to the fatisfadion of their relp^aive congregations, do 
the duty of eight places of pubiie worihip s and yet all their 
falaries put together hardly amouiit to that of the redor of 
St. Martin's. Now it is not denied that, in this particular 
cafe, his afliduity in the care of fouls is equal to that of 
twelve of us ; and that, finding himfelf more than equal to 
the care of this parifh, and liaving the free otier of another 
at fomc diAancei he. has been encouraged to undertake it 9 
yet this is not to be eacpeA^ of the ordinary race of iiien< 
Mr. Madan is another happy inftanoe within your know- 
ledge of one man being capable of much clerical duty, and 
having a field of adion in fome proportion to his exertions. 
But there are in other parts of the kingdom, clergymea 
whofe cha^^ers ai« lefs refpedablei and whofe labours are 
lefs inceflanty who receive much more for doing much kk* 
Yet, notwithftariding this abundant provifion for the 
clerey, fo unequal is the appropriation of it, that you are 
often obliged to be at a great additional expence yourfelves 
to have the duty of your churches done to your fatisfadlion 3 
fo that, in many cafes, befides what is exa^ed b} law, you 
pay as much by .voluntary contribution as the Di&nters 
themfelves. Ample as is the revenue of the church of St. 
Martin's, you find it neceflary to provide one of the two 
curates, and to pay him yourfelves. 

6. Pluralities and rnn^nfidrnt are other (hameful abufes 
in your church government, and greater, I believe^ than ia 
any Catholic country at this day. That any chriftian, and 
efpecially a chrii ian minifler, fhould be able to fatisfy his 
confcience with this iburce of wealth (which neceflarily de- 
prives others of his brethren of a competent provifion j will 
always be thought impoffible by the unprejudiced laity. 

But, as I would be always uodcrfiood to fay, it is not 
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HuiT) but the fyjiem xhiSt is t6 be* complained 'of. The tsmp- 

t-ation (hould be removed, and the law (hould from time to 
time define ihvii decent pro7rf/on with which a clirilllan mi- 
ni(ier, with and without a family, ought to be content and 
if one or two hundred, if four or five hundred* be deemed 
fuffiaint^ no clergyman (houldi on any pretence whatever, 
whether as chaplaiti tb a nobleman, or any other, take any 
livings the income of which (hould exceed that fum. If 
that provifion will not anfwer their purpole, let them betake 
themselves to fome more lucrative profeiTioo, and not carry 
their avarice and rapacity into the fan^uary of God, 

I fear, however, that the prefent fydem, bad as it is, is 
more agreeable to^the generaHty of the clergy themfelves. It 
is like a lottery^ in which there are, indeed, many blunk:^ 
but alfo many confiderable prizes^ fome or other of which 
every one flatters himfelf may fall to his lot. Many alfo, no 
doubt, are^ in fome fenfe, proud of the wealth and dignity 
of their ardiTj though they do not themfelves partake of it ; 
as the pooreft Frenchmen formerly were proud of their 
grand monarque. You mud have heard how an excellent 
propofal for the equalization of livings, by taking from the 
rich and giving to the poor, made by the prefent biQiop of 
IJandaff was rejeded fome years ago % and it is not proba- 
ble that any other propofal, which (hould have the fame ob- 
jed, would be treated in a difFerenf manner. 

-7. The method of providing for the clergy by tithes lus 
a great tendency todebaie their minds, and to put them on 
bod terms with their partfhioners, by a conftant oppoiition 
of interefts. To prevent this great inconvenience, fo as to 
promote the great ends of the chriflian miniftry, the falaries 
of the clergy (hould be abfolutely fixed, and be paid in fuch 
a manner as to be no obftrudlion to improvements in agri- 
culture. But this is fo far from being the cafe, tlat there is 
no country in chriftendom in which the maintenance of the 
defgy is fo oppreflive to the people as in this. A profellbr^ 
in the unhrerfity of Palermo, who lately called upon me, faid 
that there are no tithes paid in all Italy or Sicily. la thcfe 
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countries the clergy are mahitalAecl from thufth lanis^ tet 

out to tenants^ like any other lands 5 and in Holland thtf 
cler^ are paid from ti .e public treafury, like the officers of 
the army or navy. In Scotland, I am informed, the tithe$ 
art «11 In lay lidds, and are nmr paid in kindt but according 
to a modtfrite invariable madStr. 

Indeed, the evil arifing from tithes \t fe great, tfid flrik« 
ingf, that I take it for granted it will not be borne much 
longer i and a reformation in this refped may draw after it 
others of more confequetice. But lor ttaa very reafon the 
friends of the fyftem^ that is, ^1 if ho are ^aimrs by kf wiH 
be ilrenudus advocates for their contlntiai^ and fbf ^ery 
other abufe, however manifeft. It is therefore your btid- 
nefs, who fuffer by tfiem, to prefer your complaints ; and 
if your applications to the legiflaiure for this purpofe were 
geAeral, your petition would, no doubt, be heard. Meet-' 
jng$ for the abolition of tithes, like thofe for the abolition 
of the flave trade, begun by reputable pcrfenS in any one 

town in England, would foon fpread through the whole, 
and in due time procure effeduai rcdrefs of this great and 
crying evil. 

8* The ineonvenience of the fplritual courts have ndt 
come under my eognixanee^ but I ihall raclte what bifhdp 
Burnet who^ no doubt, knew them weH, fays of them. 

As for theecdefKillical jurifdicS^ion, it has been the burden 
" of my life to fee how it was adminiftered. Our courts arc 
^ managed under the rules of the canon law, dilatory and 

expenfive; and as their confiitution is bad^ lb the bofi- 
^ nefs in them is fmall, and therefore all poffiMe contrt-* 
" vances are uled to make the moft of fhofb caufes that 

come before therji, fa that they are univerfally dreaded 
" and hated. God grant that n time may come in which 

that noble defign, io near being perfeded in king £d- 
^ ward the fixdi's days, of the rrfmnati9 hgm askfittfii^ 
^ tartimy may be reviewed and eftablHhed." Then^ fliewing 
the fupcriority of the difcipline of *c church of Roaie, he 
fays, " but iince that is not to be thought of, we are in a 

" woeful 
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^ motbi coiiditi9% in which tfaedergy u-e, as kwerc^ fliut 
Ottt from any (hare of the main pans of the cdie of loul^' \ 
Jii/iory of his own TimeSy vol. IV. p. 411. 

9. But, perhaps, the moft unfavourable circumdance, of 
many that are all highly unfavourable, in the fituation of 
your dccgjr, and what is enough to bias, and pervert^ any 
order of men in the woiU, is their continually looking for 
any confidcraUe preferment to the court, which has, di- , 
redly or indiredly, the difpofal of all the bilhoprics, and 
Qther great livings. This clrcumdance will give themjcveri 
more than theoifelves can be aware of, ^ leaning to the 
meafures of the court, which at the fame tiiae tends to de- 
bafe their own charadtr^, by giving them a difpofition to 
Caryility and flattery, and to give fuch a weight to the power - 
of the crown as may be inconfiftent with the liberies of iho 
people. In thcfe circumftances, even the virtue of the clergy 
will midead them ; for they will deem it ingratitude not tq 
abet the meafures of their patrons. Hence the biOiops who^ 
if left to themfehres, would, no doubt, thinlc as differently 
irom one another as other men do^ are well known to voto 
as uniformly on the fide of the court, as the iixteen peers 
of Scotland, who arc in facl chofen by the court. 

It is well known that, in the arbitrary reigns of the t 
Stuarts, the great body of the clergy openly preached the 
dodnpes of faffivi ^tdUna and nm^ri^wu0^ ai if, by tha 
conftitution, our kings had been arbitrary \ and if die fpirit 
of the people had not ovmded thai of in^ diurch, our go- 
vernment would at this day have been as dcfpotic as that of 
Turkey. The misfortunes of that unhappy family, thQ 
Scuarts, ace in agpre^ meafure to be afcribed to the clergy of 

their times, who ^mm continually foftering their high no- 
tions of iisif /y tm§r^ and ineolcating slioA xnpxiw of 
government which iffiied in thrir min. In your iitui^, 

which was compofed by clergymen, there is no trace of a 
limiuH monarchy. The kin^ is always fuppofed tohtfupremi^ 

and the munbcr^ of parliament his counfcllors \ fo that 
yM would naturally imagine tha he was accountable to 
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none but God*. Befides, how unfavourable an imprefllion 
mufl the profpetft of fiich temporal elevation as the biihops 
attain, by having a feat in the houfe of lords, have on their 
own minds; and how mud it divert their attention from 
ffiritual matters ? In the primitive times it was deemed 
improper for a clergyman to be fo much as guardian to a 
child, bccaufe it would involve hiiu in fecalar bujuujiy in- 
compatible with his fpiritual funf^ions. What, then, would 
have been thought of placing a biihop in fuch a fituation as 
ours are in> with a right to fpeak» and give their votes, in 
all affairs of ftaity which neceflkril} iir pUcs that they make 
them their Jludy^ 

This is an enormity unknown In any other proteftant 
church, and what would not have been borne by any chrK- 
tian people in the primitive times. 

Were this one manifed and great abufe alone corre£led ; 
were the biihops confined to the fuperiiitendency of their 
diocefes in matters Jpiritnai^ and were, at the lame time, 
an end put to their mod: indecent tranjlations from one 
bifhopric to another (a thing which was always confidered 
as fcandalous, and which was very rarely pradlifed, till 

years after Chrii^) what a great and 
fcappy change would it inake in the face of things, temporal 
and fpiritual, in this country: Cointort yourfclves, how- 
ever, with the thought that your children, at leaft, will fee 

•The Englifh Hcrgy, like all other ho li; s of men, have a6\ed different 
nartSy and on diticrcnt principles, according to their ciraimilances j 
naving been a controyi on the power of the crown when their own in- 
fluence with the people was fufficiently great for the purpofc, and being 
fuhfervient to the court, when they had no* other fource of wealth or 
pov cr. They aie charafterized in the followins: manner in the feveral 
periods fince the Noniian conq^ieft by tkc Chrijiian FreekoUery in the 
CoHe£iiott ofTeftimonies in ja^vuur of religious Liberty, p. "Did 
*« not this clergy play the tyrant bodi over fubjeas and kings, acknow. 
<« kdge a foreign iupranacy, grafp at all property, till die bi(y checkfid 
** poflcnions in mortmain, invade the province of lawyers, oppoie the 
« reformation with f^rr and gibbets, fupport the Stuarts, obftiiia the 

revolution, coiintviKince feveral rebellions again ft the reigning famdy, 
** and ftiew fuch a temper in their convocations, that the crown haa 

H mem nf hte permitted dieir fittings/ ' 
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thUy and many other happy changes in the conilitution of 
their country, and will wonder at the ftopidity, and want 
of fpirit, in their anceftors^ in beanng fuch grab abufes fo 
long as they did. 

In confequence of thefe clrcumftances it is that, not- 
withlianding many eminent charai^ers among your ckrgyt 
feveral of whom I thinlc isiyfelf happy in reckoning among 
my friends (and it would be extraordinaiy indeed if fuch 
a profelBon, confining of more than ten thoufand perfons, 
did not produce fome fuch) it is, I believe, univerfally ac- 
knowledged, and lamented, that the generality of the clergy 
are not much refpe<^ied in tiiis country, and that in many 
cafes they are extremely diiliked} and yet the people bear 
with them, becaufe they fee no eafy remedy. In one place . 
where I lived, the behaviour of the officiating clergyman 
was fuch, that not a (ingle perfon would for fome time go 
to hear him. At lengthy indeed, he was for a ihort time 
fufpended. 

I do not pretend to be myfelf acquainted with the difci- 
pline of foreign churches, but I believe that the officiating 

clergy are much more rcfpecled than they arc here, which 
muQ be owing to a different and a better fydem of govern- 
nunty becaufe men are the fame in ail countries. The tef- 
timony of bifhop Burnet is very flrong to my purpofe, and 
and no perfon will fay that the qualifications, or morals, of 
the clergy are improvied iince his time. In our church,'* 

he fays {Hijlory of his civn Times, vol. IV. p. 411) "at 
pre fen t the clerey have lefs authority, and are under more 
contempt, than in any church that I have feen/' This 

is accounted for- by what he obferyes, p. 419, I fay it 
with g^eat regret, I have obferved the clergy in all places 

^ through which I have travelled, Papifts, Lutherans, Cal- 

" vinifts, and Dillenters; but of them ail, our clerey are . 
the moft remifs in their labours in private, and the lead 

" fcvere in their lives." " Unlcfs" he adds, p. 430, " a 
better fpkit poflefles the clergy, arguments, and what is 

^ more, bnrs and authority, wiU not prove ftrong enough 
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to preferve the church." But thus men will be always 
fienred who have no choice of thnr own torvaat^ and ao 
wtbority ia the condtirft of their own aSicm* 

I Ibatl alfo fubfoio th9 account that Dr. Hartley, one of 
the wifed and heft of men, a (eriotit member of the church 
of England, and who has never been accufcd of want of 
candour^ gives of it in the coociuiioa of hU O^rvatioMs m 
Man^ publifhcd A. D. 1749. 

^ I cboofc to fpeak," he fays, vol. 11. p. 450^ to what 

falls* under the ohftrvation of all feriout. attentive perfono 
" in the kin^om. 1 he fupcrior clergy arc, in general, 

ambitious, and eager in the purfuit of riches; flatterers of 

great, and fubfervient to party intereil ; negligent of their 
^ their own immeduite charge and alfo of the inferior 

dergy, and their immediate charges. The inferior detgy 
^ imitate thdr fopertors, and in general talas little mm 
*' care of their panlhes than barely what is .necelTary to 
" avoid the cenfure of the law. And the ckrgy of all 

ranks are in general either ignorant, or, if they do apply, it 
«^ is rather to profane learning to phiiofopbicat or political 
^ matters,thantotheftudy of thefcriptnresi of the oriental 
^ languages, of the Father^ and eccldiaflical authors, and 
•^of the writings of devout men in different ages of the 

church. I fay this is in general the cafe, i. e. far the 
^ gieater part of the clergy of all ranks in thi« kingdom are 
' ^ of this kind. But there are torn of a quite diiSBram 
^ chara^t menemioent for piety, ftcred leamiogi and die 
^ faithful difcharge of their duty ; and who, it is not to be 
^ doubted, mourn in fecret for the crying fins of this and 

other nations. The cler^ in general are sdio far moco 
^frea from open and groft vices than any otfaerdcnomioa-^ 

tipn of men moag us, phyfidan§i lawyers, meiehMits^ 
^ foUiers, he* However, this may be otherwUb hcresAer. 

For it is faid that in fome foreign countries the fuperior 
clergy, in others the inferior, are as corrupt and aban- 
v( doned, or more fo, than any other order of men* The 
^ ^ ^^BM to be what OM 
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^Imtk th0 mkcam of good and bod mfliwtictt thit aftft 
tliciii. But then, if m make thit candid allowance fblr 
thim^ we mud alfo make it for perfons in the higher ranks 

«♦ oi life, for their infidelity, lewdnefs and fordid felf-intereft* 
And though it becomes an humble charitable and impar- 
tial man to make ail thefe allowanocai yet he cannot hat 

4* fee that die judgments of God ara ready to h\\ upon oi 
all for thefe thingi; and that dMy may Ml 6r(l, and with 
the greateft weight upon thofe, who having the highell 

•* office committed to them in the fpiritual kingdom of 

" Chrift neglefl it, and are become mere merchants of the 
earth, and ifaepberds that feed thcmfeivei» and not theur 

^ flocks.'' 

That it is the fiitmim of the clergy, and nothing elA^ 
that makes them to be what they are, yon will eaiily per- 
ceive from luppofing that all perfons belonging to the pro- 
feffion of mtdicine were in the fame. In fa6t, it is human 
nature^ which will always be the fame thing in the iame 
cfarcnanAanoes. 

Ssppofe» theo> that all the phyfictans and apothccaiks of 
this country were to beg^ the pra6Koe of their proftffione 
with only a ilajjical edueaUsn^ without any previous (ludy 
of medicine^ or knowledge of drugs. 

Let it be made perfedly eafy for any man who docs not 
like Ihe bnfinefs to which bs was brought up, or in which 
he does not focceed, to exchange it for the profeflion of 
melioine, and immedktely oomnmoe either phyfician, or 
apothecary, as it (haU fak his convenience. 

Let care, however, be taken that they all fubfcrlbe a fet 
of mtdical aphartjmsy though they (hould have !iad no op- 
portunity even of perufing them} and let the aphohfms be 
loch as have lieen determined upon by a body of men who 
wspe not of the profefljon> two hundred yeate ago* Let 
the Mbfcriptkm be repeated when any phyfidao or apotio- 
airy changes his iituation. 

Let the people of the town where they are appointed SO 
2^ have no choice refpeding thcooi nor any power of dif« 

miftDg them« 

Let 
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Let the Claries of all medical people be paid, if not bjr 
tithes, at Icaft in fome other manner that (haU create an 

oppofitton of intered between them and their patients ; and 
vviicther thefe be more or fewer, let not their falarics be 
afFeded by that circumftance. 

Let every phyfician be allowed the fuperlntendence of 
more towns than one, according to his intereft at court, or 
with particular patrons $ and let him employ, on as .cheap 
terms as ihcy can be procured, whatever fub/litutes he p leaks, 
^s\t\\ power, uncontroiilcd by his patients, to ad in all 
refpcds for their principal. 

. Laftly, in order to do. honour to the profeilion, and to 
give it fttch a refpt&ahiUty In the eyes of the nation as may 

be ncceflary to its having a proper effeSfy let a certain num- 
htT of the more eminent in the faculty be appointed by the 
king to have feats in parliament, and to give their advice 
v'hen any queftion relating to the btaUb of his ma^efiy's 
/ufc^ds (hall come iiefore them. . . 

Thus the profeHion oimedseini will form an Manciwith 
the ftatty which may be beneficial to both, and for which 
it has as good pretentions as that of religion, This, indeed, 
feems neoefiary to complete the Jji/iem of allmrui ; as then 
the minlders of (late will have in their pay, apd in their 
intereft, all thofe who have the care of both the hotUts and 
the fwls of inen, whereas at prefimt, their fyilem is rnant- 
feftly imperfedl. 

Let all this be done, and then fay what kind of medical 
afiiftance could you (obferve I do not lay the minijiry^ or 
thertfur/, but could you) expe^ from fuch phyiicians and 
apothecaries ? You would certainly take from them every 
motive they could have to give any attention to you^ becaufe 
you had made it their intereft to be looking always to their 
fuperiors. In this cafe, I imagine, you would rather tru(t 
yourfelves to nature^ in cafe- of ficknefs, or to any empiru 
whatever, whom you were permitted to employ, than to 
fuch phyftcians of the iftahUfhrnint. 

• Can you then wonder at the increafe of Dijfenters and 
M^thodijis of various kinds on the one hand^.and of utibe- 

litven 
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lievers on the other, in fuch a ilatc of things as this ? Now, 

my friends, if yoa only took tlic fame care of your/5///j, as 
the phrafe is, that you do of your Ij-iies^ you would fee the 
abfurdlty of a Jiate mintftry in the fame light with this of 
Jiate pbyficians and ap9tbecariis* 

Thefe, my friends, are only a part of the complex fyftem 
of your church eflablifliment. On which ever fide you 
view it, you will fee fimilar weakneflbs, fuch as, without 
gunpowder, or any high wind, threaten an approaching fall. 
The univerfities, in particular, from which, perhaps with 
the beft intentions with refped to us, you exclude our 
youth, call moft loudly for reformation* But this muft be 
the refult of your own thinking and exertions. You muft 
not expe£l that the clergy will promote any reformation of 
a fyftem in the continuance of which they are fo much /V/-' 
tertjitd. You muft do it yourfehes^ by petitions to the le* 
giflature ; and if you be in eameft, and any thing like 
unanimous, you wilt be heard. Is it not a di%race to a 
proteftant country, that there ftiould, in fo many important 
refpe^^s, be greater abufos in its church government than 
in that of the Cathohcs 5 that our civil conftitution fhould 
be fo excellent) and yet its ally^ as it is called, the iccUJiaftical 
part^ of the fame fyftem, be fo imperfed? 

The tife of tliis expenfive fyftem is to provide for the in- 
ftruction of the country in the principles of chriftianity; but 
it by no means anfwers its end. For it is not one half of 
the inhabitants that are taught any religion at all. They 
attend no public worihip^ and it is not the intereft of the 
clergy to promote their attendance; becaufe their incomes 
are altogether independent of it. In popifli countries the 
cafe is far otherwife. In all of them care is taken, by one 
means or other, that every perfon is inftrud^ed in his re- 
It^on, and every open negle^ of the known duties of it is 
regularly animadverted upon« The ftate, in my opiniont 
has no bufinefs to meddle with it 1 but if it pretend to do 
it at ail, and if an order of men be amply provided for on 
this account, care ihould be taken that the end of the 

inftitution 
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inftkution b9 mfwercd* At prefent, ibf vholi kingdom ip 
lixid» and in tlM moft ifiamm»CQt m^mw poffibie» fior 
thf nmifitciiinpt of religion \ when, afrer all, tlw religion of 

a very great proportion of thofe who have any is provided 
for out of their own private purfes, and they who do not 
phufe to have any, which i( ihe cafe of the gmteft part of 
both ibe higheftaoilth»low^daflM of thopaople^ m nor 
|p mudi aa admonidied on tht fubjaft* 

Whenever the wants rf tbf ftaU (hall naake it necefiaiy 
to examine ftri<^Iy into its rejourn and expenditure^ the 
great fum that is now given for the scuini^ance of religion* 
will either he wholly withdrawn, or care will he taken tiioi 
it be liettvr applM, Would it hqiIni better, for 
if the goverfHnant made Cbme proviSoii for bimos •!! Ibo 

poor taught to read and write ; that when, Hy this means, 

they had acquired the civiiizaiiony and capacity forjudging^ 

which they aow want, they mi^^t chufe a religjuim for themip 
{(Ives, than impole upon them, one which tbey aie not cai* 
pnUe of eicaaNnMgf Tbie fcheme for Mmnmpatiiis 
Jhimlfdgi in general, would not ooft the eotmtry one tenth 

part fo much that it now does to have them taught rW(^'^*» 

whii:hf aftisr aiij is noi taught to any par|M>fe# 

Iam,&Q« 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXL 

^ ■ 

Of thi Calumnies contalmd in 4 PmpbUt intiiUd 

ThSOD08IV8« 

T RAVING refuted the calumnies of Mr. Burn, by which 
^ ''^ he endeavoured to exhibit me as a perfon who paid 
no regard to Revelation, and who avowed principles fttbvec>* 
five of all moral vutiiei I ihall» in this I^etter, give you an 
account of an attempt of a fimSar nature^ the obje^ of it 
being to reprefent me as an abfolute Aih^ijl^ and a teacher 
of Atheifm toothers, when my life has been devoted to the 
purpofe of teaching, from the pulpit and from the prefix 
the princqtles of nataral and vevealed religioii ; and wf 
votings on there fubje^ are more numerous dian tfaofe oif 
any perfon in this, or probably in any other country what- 
ever. The defamatory tale has, however, been eagerly 
circulated by the clergy, not only of this town and neigh- 
bourhoSd, but by thofe of higher rank, in London and elie* 
vvhere» For a long time I only fmiled at the fiory, and 
never meant to take any public notice of it. At length, 
however, I was prevailed upon to make fome inquiry into 
it, and I fhall now lay before you therefultof that inquiry. 

The calumny is contained ia a pamphlet inticiedi 
THBODOSitTS, written in the charader of an aged clergy 
ma»t who fays, that he vifited Mr. Silas Deane on Us 
death-bed, and then received finom hitn> in a long coHverfa- 
tion (the particulars of which are given In the form of a 
dialogue in tive pages, p. ii, &c.) an acknowledgment of 
his hiving been taoght hb AtheilUcal priiidples by tne*^ 

* Tn a Print, intitled, ^tcVttion and Atheifm defeated^ SIks Dcnne 
itpi elcntcd on his death-bed, and a clergyman minding by him, in the 
attitude of holding up his hands^ and iaying, God I tmgbtyou 

that 
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He alfo reprefents many perfoiisy p*'59i as affirming that I 
am ^* the mod gloomy, the moft miferable^ and moft dtf^ 
^ fatisiied perfon in exigence fometimes wearing a face oi 

*' refignation in public, but unable to conceal the perturba- 
" tion of my mind in private." "Whether," fays this 
writer, "he is ihocked at approaching annihilation ; or 
whether he is but a partial convert to his own fyftem, £ 
^ cannot determine ; but I perfedly coincide in the pur* 
"port of the Marquis of Lanfdown*8 remonftrance, 
faid his lordfhip, fpeaking to Dr. Prieftley, were pu fin^ 
cerely Jainfud of the truth of pur theory^ you could not 
he that wretcbid defponding man you amjiantly appear t9 
f* whtn withdrawn frm the public eye** 

Laftly, he fays, p. 26, Whena Socinian minifter, like 
Dr. Prieftley, has the temerity to attack the chriftian reh- 
glon from the pulpit and the profs, ia terms of infult and 
abhorrence^i when he aihrms in language that cannot 
" be midakeui that the Virgin Mary is a whore, and the. 
" Redeemier a bafiard, I fed an honeft indignation in my, 
" breail, and conceive forbearance is criminal.'' 

In a Note to this writer's narrative, concerning the death 
of Silas Deane, p. 13, he fays, " 1 defire to be unknown, 
•* nor will I gratify idle curiofit}^, but if any refpeclable 
" chamber doubt the truth of this narrative^ I will refer 
" him to a clergyman of e(hibli(hed reputation, who was an 
auricular witnefs of the fame language, and of the fame 
** avowal from this deluded man. A line direded for the 
" author, to be left at Mr. Buckland's till called for, will 
meet with due attention." 

/to JkSrine ? while the dying man replies, Dr. Prtejiley. This com* 
partroent in the print is called, The death bed avowal of Silas Deane^ 
to which is annexed the following Note. " The particulars of this 
** awful and intcreftine; converfion to Athcilni, may be fecn in a pain- 
** phiet intitied, lUodoJius, and fold with or witiiout the pnnt," 

* I fhould think that malice itfelf could not be To cfedoloos as to 
tielieve that any fociety of cbrift 'tans would bear their miniAer in hit 
** attacks on the chri^an religion** fmoi their pulpily even witbout 

tems of infult and abhonvnce.*^ 

You 
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You vrill naturally imagine that a ftoiy To circumfiati-. 
tially told muft atleaft have fome foundation in fa£^, though 

greatly mifconceived and mifreprefentcd. But I will vfen- 
ture to fay it has none at all, and that, ftrange as it may 
appear, and difficult to account for, it is, in all its parts, a« 
abfolutc invention of the writer. 

Being in London in April laiV, and finding that Mr* 
BucUand ahovementbned had returned all the copies of 
the pamphlet that were fent to him (thinking it difreputa- 
ble to have any concern in fuch a publication) I leh ilic 
following letter for the Author with Mr. G. Bourne, aa* 
other of the publiihers, in Panton-Areet, Uay*Market« 

< R£ V SI&, ^0. 71. St. Paul's Church TarJ, AprUi$9 1790^ 

< As, in your Note, p. 12, you fay that, ^< if any 
rcfpe(Elable charaf^er doubt the truth of your narrative** 

* about Silas Deane and mylclf, " you will reter him to a 
*' clergyman of cf^nhWfhed reputation^** I take thc liberty to 

* requelt an interview with that clergy naan. 

* I am, &c. 1 
*J. PRIESTLEY/ 

» 

To this I received thc following anfwer: 

•rev. sir, 

^ I am favoured with your letter of the 15th 

* infiant. My aniwer will appear in a few days from the ' 

* preTs : for I conceive the affiur of Silas Deane to be of too 

* fenous and important a nature to be difcufled by private 

* interview. The bufinefs is before thc public i and by 

* public decifion, Sir, you muft ftand or fall. 

' A copy of my anfwer (hall be fent conformably to your 
^dire^ions the moment it is iiruck off. Mean, while I 

* remain. Sir, 

* Your obedient fervant, * 
f Sunday, F. M. Theodosius/ 

I then 
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I then wrote as foHows : 

* REV. SIR, 

< A% you propofe to anfwer my letter from the prefs^ ' 

* I fttuft uke the farther liberty to defiie you would produce 

* your authority for the remonftfance of the Marquis of 

* Lanfdowti, P« 59> al^o for ^hc opprobrious language 

* which you afcribe to mc concerning Jefus Chrift and the 

* Virgin Mary, p. 27. I am, &c.* 

^ P. S. In your printed anfwer I (hall exped to find the 

* itame of the clergyman of ef abltfint rtputatim to whom 

* you referred.^ 

Having waited a full month for an anfwer which was 
promifed in a few d^s^ and being returned to fiinninghanly 
I wrote again as follows: 

* StBr« SXRf Btrmnghdm, May 17, 17^. 

* In yours, which I received the lytli of laft 

< month, you promifed me an anfwer from the prefs to one 
^ tliat I wrote the I5tb, in a few daySy and faid that you 

< would fend it the moment that it was ftrodc off 1 I have 

< not yet received any faeh anfwer, and (half be ghd to 

* iuiow when I may exped it. I aui, kc* 

To this I did not receive any anfwer ; but, in the mean * 
time^ being informed that Dr. Bancroft, with whom I had 
lonnerly fotnt acquaintance^ knew more of Mr. Deaiie 

than any other perfon in this country, I wrote to him as 
follows 

* DEAR SIR, 

. ^ As I am informed that no perfeo in Ei^land was 

< better acquainted with Mr. Silas Deane, his fentimentsi 

< and his affairs, than yourfelf, I fhall tal^e it as a favour if 

* you will give me your opinion of the probability of tht 
« account of his death in the pamphlet intitied Theodqfius. 

I am, &c,* 

To 
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Ta thU the Dodlor feat me the foiiowing an(wef : 

< DMA 

** I AM favoured with your letter, requelling my opi- • 
nionot the pr obabihty of the account of Mr. Sihs Deane's 
^doifh as related ill' sr paoc^l^ intitled Theodosius-/' 
^ mefttiMifng m the Mtf^e of tlMi FO<tQ^ that yotl 
^ ha^e btfeti inforiticirf tllsi« noperTon in Bii^aiMlf wa9 bet« 
ter acquainted wi(h Mr. Desane^ hid fentihVimi and affiiirs 
than myfelf * Th48, indeed, is a fe^ which has been 

< fuHlcieatly known, and wa§ a canf(S?quence of my having 

* be^n part}y edutactd under hinr ; and aHfo of a farrUidat 

< inftpudioiv ymi to& him ^ the feeref commictoe of oon^ 

< grefe when ce #as faHC to lkiro)M by ftobodjriti* 1776% 
•The account of Mr. Deane's death is comprehended 

^ in that part of the pamphlet which the author calls his 
(( Mairativoi" *thc truth of which folemniy affirms/* 
« and Mm ttfiotf k ho^ of ^w\mpttM&i\ofi and rti{K. 
^ port in time afid mrnky/*' « The firA pan of thtr iiat^ 

< rative chiefiy relates to a letter which Mr. Deane 19 fa[$- 

* pofed to have written to Ml*, de Sartine, th^n n^iniHer of 

* the marine department in France, ^' folemnly proielUng • 

thar he would propofe terms of acaemmodatioA to- £ng- 
^ land ii^^clanti^ of iiiMMediati» AippoK noT iigned 
- hf Fmnctt in dghf and foi<ty hours * together with a 

* converfation which is faid to have paflcd between Dr. 

* Franklin and Mr. Deane, refpe^Sting that letter; and a fub- 

* fequeot interview with Mr. de Sartine, for which the Ame- 

< rican coanntiftonerK vft Ai)ipored to have been hurried 
« amaf at midbight, to a vtHa^ that Ke m faid to have had, 

* aboM leaguer from- P^i^; wh«i^ the fatal deefam* 

tion" is alledged to have been " irtftantty figned." 

* The fituation in which I lived, under the fame roof with 

* Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Deane, when thelc tranfadions are 
^ lii^fcd to have happened, and the intimate knowledge I 

< had of eveiy fhiti^' which paffifd' between them - and the 

* French miniftry, intitle me to decide refpe(5Ving the truth 

* of this p^t of the author's narrative i andon thefc grounds 

N *Ida 



L lyui^cd by Google 



fji FamiUar Leiters addrejjfed to the 

* I do not hefitate in pronouncing it to be an abfurd ficlioa ; 

* confident as 1 am that Mr. Deane's official intercourfe in 
^ France never was at any time, or upon any occaiion, with. 

* Mr, de SartinCi or any body in his department ; that no 
^ fuch letter was ever written, nor any declaration of fupport 

* ever required by any ' American commiflioner, andfigned 

* by any P>ench minifter, before the treaty of amity and 

* commerce, and that of eventual alliance, were actually con- 

* eluded, on the 6th of February, 1778. 

* The other part of the author's narrative begins with thefe 
^ words, viz. The laft time I &w Mr. Silas Deane was 

* on a bed of ficknefs and death ; he fent for me.**—* and 

* then the author proceeds to ftate a converfarion which he 
^ fays pafTed between himfelf and Mr, Deane, and in which 

* the latter, on his death bed, is made to dmy the ixiftence 
*^9fa dtity ' and being defired to name the wretch,'' 
^ who had infufed into his mind fuch horrid blafphemies*' 

* is faid to have named Dr. Prieftley ; and to have added, 
** yes, Dr. PrieiUey was my inftructor, my faviour, and my 
« God/'— 

^ That you, Sir, may be able to judgp of the probability of 
^ this account, I need only fay, that Mr. Deane left Lon* 

* don, in a poft chaife, on Tuefday the 22d. of September 

* laft, with captain Davis of the Bofton packet, in which 
^ (hip he was to embark tor America, and from the captain's 

* written account of his deaths it appears, that after fleeping 

* that night at Gravefend, Mr. Deane made a hearty break- 
^ fail there the next mornihg, at the houfe of captain Davis's 

* ^ther in law ; and afterwards went on board with the 

* captain, when the (hip immediately took, her departure ; 

* that about ten o'clock the fame morning, whilft Mr. 

* Deane was walking on the quarter deck, with the captain,. 

* he fuddenly complained of being unwel), and this com- 
< plaint increafing very faft, he was taken down into the ca«- 

* bin, and there for the firjl and only timey was laid on his 

* death hedy or the bed on which he died ; and that he there 

* almoft immediately became Jpeechlefs^ and continued fo 
^ untU his dcathi which happened about two o'clock in the 

^ afternoon 
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-* afternoon of the fame day. The captaia mentions the fe- 

* veral perfons who were with Mr. Deane whilll on his 
^ death bed^ who appear al] to have belonged to the Ihip, and 
^ all of them incapable of comprehending any of his .inarticu«> 

* late founds, when he once or twice attempted to fpeaki, 

< whilft on his dfoih hed^—r-Mt. Deane had, indeed, for- 

* mcrly been attacked by a complication of diforders, but he 

* had been gradually recovering froiB them, for more than 
' eighteen months before his death : and during the time 
^ wheahe mig^t be faid to have lain on a bed of ^fohut/s^* 
^ though not of dioth'* * hi& mental faculties were fii 
f much impaired, that he mufl have been incapable of that 
*part of the converfation wliich has been afcribed to him. 

^ There are other fadis alio which concur to make this con- 

* verfation altogether incredible* I do not believe that Mr. 
5'Deaoe would have been more open upon religious fntjeds 
^ with an aged clergyman, fuch as Theodofius deicribes lunV- 

* felf, than he was with mc ; aad I certainly never heard 

* him intimate, much lefs profefs, any diil^elief " of the ex- 
ifVence of a deity.*' * Doubts he may have had of revealed ^ 
religiont but thefel am perfuaded were neither produced» 

^ nor increafed, by ai^ peribn in this country. On the con- 

* trary, I believe^ and on very good grounds, that the reli-» 

* gious fentiments which he entertained in the latter part of 

* his life, were exadtly the fame, as thofc which he had 

< avowed in France to feveral of his friends^ before he ever 
^ (aw either En^and or yourfelf. 

< This ftatement of fads, I think due to you, Sir, as well 
> as to truth, and the memory of Mr. Deane, and J cannot 
/ objcil: to its being ufed where it can be of fervice to eitheTf 
.* though I certainly am very far from wifhing to attract any 
ihare of public attention to rn^idU I have the honour 
} to be^ with great efteem, 

« Dear Sir, 

* Your moll humble 

* And obedient fervant, 
« Fiancis fl. cet, Bedford S(p»re^ « EdWARD B AKCROFT/. 
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This, 1 imagine, will fatisfy any reafonable perfon, that the 
' vhote of the narrative in Theodosius, though publifhcd 
t»ith fdch tmcommonly fofemn aflevcntion, is nothing eMb 
(lian a maliclou* fobrication ; and k b certainly fach an 
jmpudcQt one as, I believe, few perfons can recoiled any ex- 
ample of. But I leave the fubjeft to the rcfleclion of the 
writer, if he be capable ot any, and to that of you, my rea- 
ders, who, I am fure, will lament over this inilance of the 
extreme depravity of human nature^ both with refped to 
the i)ci fon who could invent and pttbKA fttch a ftory, and 
thofe who have taken fo much plcafurc in propagating it. 

My acquaintance with Mr. I )eane, began with his feck- 
ing mine. With this view, being at Birmingham, on a Sun- 
day, he attended the place of worfhip where I preach, and 
there happening to meet my brother-in-law Mr. William 
Wilkinfon, whom he had fcen abroad, he was by bim in- 
troduced to me. After this I faw him at different times and 
places, and was much pleafed with his converfation ; which 
yt'iW not be thought extraordinary, as he is well known to 
banre been a very faitdltgent man, and particularly well ac- 
quainted with the biftory of the Amerlean war, Wlueh m- 
terefts the curiofity of every EngHftiman, and I found htm 
very communicative on the fiibje6t. But I never exchanged 
a word with him on the fubjed of religion. I very well 
knew that he was an unbeliever in chriftianity ; but io are 
tnany of my acquaintance, on whom I never unnece&rily 
obtrude the topic, though I do not wifil to deeline it when- 
ever it happens to be introduced. 

Mentioning this affair of Mr. Deane to Mr. Benjamin 
Vaughan, an old pupil of mine (the perfon to whom I de- 
dicated my Leffuns pn Hiftory and General Policy) and he 
being able to' corroborate the evidence of Dr. Bancroft, with 
the addition of fomc other particulars relating to the acCu- 
fation, you will excufe my infcrting fome extradls from his 
letter on the fubject, though too Hattcring to me. 

My 

» 
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^ LQHdon^ May %Q^,i1(^Q^ 

< MY DEAR 8IR9 

• I readfly perform my proaiife t^f^Btwig tbt char^Bf 
Imught againd you by the mittc of tht psfnphkt under 

the fign:iture of Theodofius, 

• I fird faw Mr. Silas Deane at Paris in the winter of 
1775*6^ and again in the fuoimer of 27779 and I cer^ 
tainty conceived, from the tenor of his cotiveriation, that 
he waa then no believer in chriftianity. . He appeared to^ 
me not only a free thinker, but in fome refpedls a free liver. 

• When your acquaintance with Mr. Deane commenced, 
which was on his coming to England, I apprehend that 
little remained to be taught him on the fubje£l of ditfm^' 
c^pecmMy after his long relideiice in the midft of many 
dcMical writers and connexions at Paris. I do not fuppofe 
that he ever was an Jtheijly though the above pamphlet 
imputes thh to him. My reafons are, that he did not want 
underdanding, and that one of his intimate friends, wkii 
whom he was far lefs likely to ufe referve, than with per« 
Ans «f the dcfcrifitioD aUqded to by Thaodoius, had no 
fort of reaibn to ftifpe^ it. 

• The want of religion afcribed to Mr. Deane, whatever 
was the degree of it, is not ftilcd by your accufer as ori* 
giftatang, from any communications and conferences on ' 
your part whidi were of a frhtttg nature: ^ it is indeed 
wy anffkely that you (hould communicate to Mr* Deaoo 
any thing, which you were fearful of pubKfhing. — The 
tendency of your publications is a feparate c^ueiUon, which 
is open to the deciiion of every one. 

• If it had ever been your intention to make converts to 
daite or adieiiiKi, I, who haye been your pupil, and known 
(b many of your pupils, and who have been your intimate 
friend, and have known fo many of your intimate friends, 
muft have feen or heard of traces of it in a charaf^er fo 
little difg^^^ied as yours. But I have done neither ; and the 
banc I am pcrfuaded will be found to be the cafe with your 
other pupils and friends 1 and I cannot conceive why it 

N 3 *can 
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^ can be thought 'probable, that you (hould Tingle out a 

* * ftranger, to place a truft in him capable of being rendered 

* fo fatal to your cRarafler, profeflion, and repofe. 

* This is more than you appear to have done to Mr* 

* Deane's countryman. Dr. Franklin, with whom you have 

* been in great habits of confidence and friendihip. I judge 
^ that you never attempted this in his cafe from a pafTage 

* in a letter which 1 received fome time ago from that ad- 
^ mirabte man, whofe knowledge of human nature and 

* whofe fincerity on this occafion, none can difpute. He 

* exprefles himfelf as follows.- — "Remember me affe6^ion- 
" ately to the honeft heretic Dr. Prieftiey. I do not call 

him hoftift by way of diftindion ; for I think all the he- 
^ retics I have known have been virtuous men : they have 
** the virtue f^S fortitude^ or they would not venture to own 
" their herefy ; and they cannot afford to be deficient in 
any of the other virtues, as they would give advantage to 
their many enemies; and they have not, hke orthodox (in- 
^ nersi fuch a number of friends to excufe or juftify them,->-> 
^ Do not however, miibke me. It is not to ni)' good 
friend's herefy that I impute his honefty : on the con- 
trary, it is his honeily that has brought on him thecharac- 
" ter of herefy 
The good humour which accompaniesevery thing that 

< fiiUs from Dr» Franklin^ will readily affure you that he ufes 
« the word hereth and herefy in no tndividuous fenfe, but 

* only in allufion to the charges on this fubject which have 

* frequently been brought againft you, and p which you 

< are no ftranger. 

< As to your manners in private, which have been criti- 

< cizcd by Theodoiius, I prefume myfelf competent, from a 

* familiar acquaintance with you durini^ the greateft part of 

< my life, and a long refidence with you at different times 

< and places under the fame roof, to deny that they partake 
^ in any degree whatever of gloom" ' In oppofition to the 
^ ftatement in his pamphlet, I not only apprehend that you 
J have no habhual gloom about you, but that you are 

* ufually 
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< ufualiy mpft cheaiful in very fmall domeOic focieties, 

* thou^ frequently grave in laige companies) unlefs parti- 

* cularly interefted, or called forth. 

« For myiclf, I have to return you thanks for many agree-' 

* able and chearful moments ipent in your locicty ; and 
^ your talents tor pkaiantry I apprehend, are not unknown 

* alfo to fome of your opponents.- — But I am happily 
^ bound to you by ties of a more ferUut nature. Inde- 
^ pendent of your kind and condant friendflitp to me, and 

* the cuhivatlon you have endeavoured to give to my mind 

* upon general fubje :1s, which I fliall feck fome better oc- 
> cafion to acknowledge \ you have cqnllantiy laboured to 

* confirm and encourage my general faith in religion. Per-* 
^ haps the tiine is at hand, when I (hall have the means of 

^ proving that your zeal has not been unprofitably beftowed . 

* upon n^e in this lail and moft important objedi. 

^ 1 need not add| therefore, with how unuch gratitude and 
^ xefpei^ it isy 

' that I remain your a&dionate friend, 
* Benjamin Vaughan«* 

By the refutation of this, which is the moft important 
part of the ilory, and the truth of which the author a Herts 
with the greateft air of folemnity, you may form fome judg- 
sn^nt of the probability of the other articles* The reader 
may, if he pleaies, apply to the marquis of Lanfdown, with 
refpedl to his expoftulation with mc, on the gloominefs of my 
iempcfy about which 1 do not tliink it worth while to trou- 
ble his lordfliip. On the contrary, every perfon who knowe 
much of me^ will bear witnefs, that my temper is more eve% 
and perhaps more chearful, than that of moft men. Let jny 
hearers be applied to as to what I preachy and my puhltca" 
ilons arc open to all the world. It is my opinion, for 
which I have given my reafons at large, that Jefus was 
the Iqjjiti mate fon of Jofeph and Mary. But this is, fureiy, 
a very different thing from making him a baftard^ and hit 
mothv a wb9ru 

N 4. From 
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From what I have advanced on this rubje<n-, you will not, 
I hof)e> be fo ready to bdkve otlier ilQries> of which many 
are current, that are propagated to n^y .prgudke^ 4bm of 
tfaem ilightly mntioned in the PrciiMe <9 mf Ztiitsrs t§ 
Mr, Burn^ though I Aould not take any paiM to trace the 
origin of them, as I have done with refpe^fo end as I 
did once before, with refpeft to my being accu fed of declar- 
ing that '* I would never reft till I had pulled down that 
impoftor Jefus Chrift," which w3s formerly as widely and 
as eagerly circulated as this ftory of ftbeodofius^ Many etheir 
calumnies, I doubt not, are cirariated to my pr^judic^ 
which have not come to my "hearing, though they may to 
yours. With refpedt to thefe, I muft trufl to your candour, 
,and that of the public at large; hoping that you will not 
iiadily give crf!^it to any fuch aiTertions, however confidently 
^vanced, fince nothing can be more fo than thefe which I 
liave inve(tigated, and have found deftttute ef aM foundation. 

Having (hewn this ftory of Theodofius to befiotfaingbut 
a malicious fiflion, you will natofBHy with to know who is 
the author of it. To my great furprife, it has been very 
generally afchbed to Mr. Wefley. But he is certainly in- 
" capsble of any fuch thing. Much as I differ from Mr. 

Wedey in niighus fsntimenis^ I have the higheft-opiMon^if 
' liis integri^^ ind I confidor bis fervicfis lo chrifliQiifiqr as-cf 
more importance than thofe of many benches ^of bifliops. I 
doubt not he intends great gcod, and in my opinion he wiH 
be the cnufe, in the hands of providence, of much more good 
than he intends, or wiihes. Time, which brings moft things 
to light, may perhaps rev«al this dee^i of darkmt^^ It is /u^ 
ficient for me at prefent to #iew that, whoever'be guO^ of 
the atrocious deed, /, againft whom it is levelled, am inno^ 

cent. I can only pray, as I fincerely do, that whoever he 
be, he may repent, and, as an evidence of true repentance, 
make his acknowUdgmeat as public as his crime. I (hall 
then forgive him. The moft probable opinion is, that 
^ ^nisdofeus is a clergyman of the church of £ng]and, who 
formerly wrote me a confidential letter, which f yet pieferve; 

I aiu, ^c. 
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27?^ CondufioJip 

My Friends aud Nt;i«j;iibours, 

T HAV£ Aow exertpd my beft endeavours tp repd aa 
^ u^ppovoM attack upon myfelf, and my brethren, the 

Piilenters of this country, made by Mr. Madan, and alfp 
%Q refute the grols calumnies of Mr. Burn, two of your 
fpiritual guidiSy but whofe example I hope you will now fee 
IPC inducement to follow. They have brought railing and 
Hi^nft 4K^]|/!iir«ri porfgas who neither cUdy nor meanly 
tbm any harm, and who lived qoiefly in their netghbouiw 
hood. You have feen the injultice and folly of their own 
various charges, and thofe of other perfons which have bectt 
iQdMlVfioufly prqpagi^id* and I hope that for the futurp 
they will learn to pay a greater regard to truth and juflic^ 
I9id that you wiU fee reafon to refpe^l: thofe whom Aey 
have endeavoured to exhibit as the obgeiSs of your averfioo 
and abhorrence, 

Tfiith is fure to be a gainer by every open difcuffion, and 
HP dp^bt, be fo by tltisi not perhaps in any great de« 
^ hut alwaya after due lefieaion. If y«v 

hm -nMmd either or amufement^ from theft 

Letters of mine, pleafe to remember that you are primarily 
indebted to Mr. Madan and Mr. Burn for it, and do not 
lail to make ih^ai a fvutabie acknowkdgement. For ccr^ 
Itioly thflir fwUlcatifms gave occafion to mine. 

As 10 anyfelf* if, u Iflr. Madan fays, controvcrfy be ne«» 
cefTary to my fupport^ if not to my exiftence^ I am obliged to 
him, and to Mr. Burn, for the fatisfa(5^ion that I moft of all 
wanted, and (by giving me an additional degree of an i ma- 

turn) fw paoloiigiic 9^ life* it wi^i I ought to fappofc^ 

their 
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their pure good will to me that prompted them to give mo 
this excrcije^ io i\ccellary to my health and happinefs. 

It is pofliblf alfo that Mr. Pitt, and thole whom we have 
generally confidered as the enemies of the Diffenters, may 
have given us our Jate defeat with the moft friendly inten- 
tions, vw» to promote the difcuffion of important topics, 
and to keep up a cont^overfy in which they fee we take fo 
much pleafure. For liad we gained our point, w^e muit, \\\ 
common decency, have been quiet at leaft ten or a dozen 
years i which, befides ill fuiting fuch reftlefi fpirits as I, a»d 
fome others, are reprefented to be, would have (liBed in 
their very conception a number of excellent publications, 
with which, I doubt not, the prefs will now teem for years 
to come. 

However, as the bcft way to come at a thorough good 
underftanding is fometimes to begin with a full difcuffion 
of all our differences (and I hope I am not prone to bear 
malice} my feveral antagonids and myfelf may, by this 
means, come to underftand one another better than we 
otherwife could have done^ and thus be better friends thaft 
before. 

In fettling the account between us T have more to forgive 
than they have. For I have never taxed them with malevo* 
lence, or wiiful mtfriprefentathny which they have perpetu- 
ally laid to my charge as if they were words of courfe, with'- 
out which controverfy could not be carried on ; like the 
phrafe at the infligation of the devils, in all indidftients for 
felony; and I am willing to hope that, being unufed to con- 
troverfy, they did not confider them in any other light. Ali 
that I have to a(k pardon for, is a little innocent, and as 
Yhey will call it, awkard, pliafantry^ like that of the afs in 
the fable, fuch as can do them no material harm ; and there- 
fore I hope that, after fome cime^ we (hall meet on, at leaft, 

as friendly terms as ever. 

A good lady who wrote me an anonymous and fcoldmg 
letter, on the idea, as ihe faid, that, being unworthy of the 
. caftigatioD of any mmt^ the pea of e wmon was more pro- 
perly 
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' Iptrty ein|>loyed, began her curious letter with faymg, tliat I 

** feized on Mr. Madan as a cat ieizcs on a moule." But 
if fhc had recolIc<5led that both Mr. Madan and Mr. Burn 
were the aggre£Qrs \\\ this controverfy*, (he wouid have 
ieen that they confidered themfelves as the cats, and me as' 
the defencelels moufe. Howefer, if they have found them- 
felves iDiftaketii and fee mfon to think, with my anony- 
mous correipondent, that I am the cat and they the m cc, 
I hope they will be fatisfitfd that, though I have played v;jth 
them a little, I have done them no material injury (fuch as 
they would have done to me) but have taught them for the 
future not wantonly to provoke other animals of pfey> 
mm favagely difpofed than myfdf. 

It is true I am an avowed enemy to the church eftahUjh- 
tjunt of this country, but by no means to any who belong 
to it. I write again ft Calvin'tfm^ but have the greateft refpect 
for many Calvimjis^ and wi(h to make them exchange then: 
darknefi for my iigbu I am alfo an enemy to Athtifm and 
Deifm^ but not to Atbitfis or Deifis, I have a particular 
friend(hip for many of them, in this country and other 
countries, and I write in order to inform and reclaim them. 
There is nothing perfonal in all tliis. They think as un- 
ftvourably of my fyjiem^ as I do of theirs. Let all points 
of difference be freely difcuffed. Truth will be a gainer by 
it. But let us refpeft amthtr^ as we refped truth itfdf ; 
love all, and wifh the good of all, without di(Hn6(ion. 
This is true candour, and coaliftent with the greateil zeal 
for our particular opinions, 

• Mr. Madan, and the Re^or of St. Martin's, out of their abun- 
dant zeal, went abuui the country, I am iniormed, like two ecclefi- 
aftical knights emuit» in order 10 colleft as great a force at they could 
of die genuine friends of the eftabllfhment, on a late occafion at War- 
Vrick. If, therefore, the church of England, on nny future emergency, 
fliall w3nt tivo clHimpicnSy cither to take the JieLi, or to take the pen, 
fhe may know where to look for them. It is fomething remarkable 
that the freehokkri of Warwickihire ytat among the fbremoft in tlidr 
addrefles to procure a repeal of the bill in favour of die' Jewsy in 175s* 
Muft every thing narrow and iUibeial originate in thb pittt of the 
CQuntiy? Let ut atert ourfthrea to wipe off the dj%rMew 
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To dofe with feriournefs : I hope that, on refi^km, M 
fliall alt lake more pkafure in eierting our endeavours 
promote the koowledge and pradice of the great things in 

which we and all chriftians agree, than in contending about 
tlie things or comparatively fmall importance with refjyect 
10 which we differ; as I formerly told the excellent biiho^ 
of Wateribrd, with whom I had a friendly controverfy 
about die duration of our Saviour's mioiftiy; and with 
what I obferved to hkn on the A]bje<^ (as my publications 
of this kind will liaidly ever iali mto your hands) I (hall 
dofc thefe Letters. 

^ Your lordihip is pleaTed to Tpeak of our ^ differing in 
^ fome Gonclufions of greater importance than thole we are 
^now controverting.* Of this I am fully apprised; the 

articles of your lord(hip's faith, as a member of the 
" cl^urch of England, being upon record, and mine being 

futhcieatiy known by my writings, as alfo the ilrefs i lay 

upon them, as oppofed to the tenets of all the eft^hliihed 
^ uhurohes in the world. Yet> my lord, it gives me more 
V pkaCuie 10 veSed chat, notwithftanding thefe very con- 
^ fiderable differences, there are dill greater things in which 

we both agree, and on which we both, I hope, lay ftHl 

greater (Irefs ; and they are tilings in wiucfa all perions 
♦* iWho call themfelves chriftians are agreed. 

We both believe in a God, the intelligent author of 

nature, in l^is conftant over-nding proiodence, and in his 
^ righteous moral government. We both believe in the 
" divine origin of the Jewifh and Chrlftian revelations ; that 

Chrift was a teacher lent from God, that he is our 
^ MaAcr, hw;^er, and judges that God nuM Moa from 
^ the dead, that he is now exalted at the right hand ef 
<^ God, i^at he wiU come agam to raife all the dead, and 

fit in judgment upon them, and that he will then give 

to every one of us according to our works. 
Thefe, I need not lell your iordfhip, are, properlj 

fpeaking, the cinly gnat tryibs religion \ becaufe th^y 
^ are thofe wUoh teve ite greauft iaSuiB^e 09 cair <mnr 

«-dua. 
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^ du^ and to thefe not only the church of England, and 
^ the church of Scotland^ but ev«n the church of Rome, 

gives its aflcnt. If we fufficiently attend to the im- 
" portance of thefe great truths, and give ourfelves up t6 
" the full infiuence of them, we (hall love as brethren, not- 
^< whhftanding all leiTer diiferences, and cTpeciaiiy fuch aa 
" we are now difcuffing. 

** Whether our Lord preached one year or three years^ 

three years or thirty years, we are pcrfc6lly agreed with 
*' refpedt to the great obje^l of his preaching", and the oblji- 

gation we are under to regulate our lives according to it ; 
*^ and from the catalogue of proper chriilian virtues we can 
^ never exclude bumlitf^ henewtinct^ or cmidttur^ We muft 

judge others as we would be judged ourfelvesy waiting 
" for the final fentencc of our great and common Judge^ 
« Jefus Chrift." 

Hoping wt (hall all adopt thefe truly chridtan lentioients, 
and that nothing that Mr« Madan^ or Mr. Bum have faid^ 
cr can hsvc to will make you iofe fight of them, and 
induce you to tWnk woHe of the principles of any chrif* 
tians^ than reafon and candour require,^ 

I am. 

My friends and Neighbours, 
Your very humble fervant, 
J. PRIESTLEY. 

Btrminghani) 
June 7, X790. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
Of the Jutbor*s Jntercourfe with the lati Mr. Badcock. 

As tlie name of Afr. Badcocky who has engaged much of 
the public attention, in confequence of his writing againfi 
me, hu been mentioned in thefe Letters, and they are fuf- 
fidemly mifoellaneous to admit of it, I fliall take this oppor-^ 
tonity of gradiying the curiofity of fome of my readers bjr 
the following brief account of my intercourfe with him. 

My knowlid^e of Mr. Badcock began by his being a 
writer in the Theological Rep^fitory^ when I wa$ at Leod9. 
This leading to a various correTpondence, no perfon ever 
ihewed a ftrong^ attachoient to another Uum he did to me 
for (everal years; and on my removal to Calne^ in Wilt* 
ihire, he made a journey of near one hundred miles bn 
.purpoie to fee me. I was then printing my anfwcr to the 
Scotch writers, on the fubje6l of their principle of Common 
Simfe ; and into all my views on tills, and every queftion of 
a metophyfical or tbiokgieal nature^ he entered with gyvat 
fpifit. He made no pretcnfions to ph'dofopby^ or what is 
ufually called learnings hut in converfation, and ready ani-> 

inatcd compoiition, he excelled greatly. Oiic of his letters 
to me I had occafion to publiili in a Jate Gentleman's 
Magazine, as a proof of his attachment to me, and of his 
« concurrence with me *in theolo^cai fentiments, and I (hail 
infert it here. 

' *DBAit SIR, Bomftahlij Dee. 23, 1774. 

*I received your letter with peculiar pleafure; but 

* was concerned to hear of yourillnefs. May God preferve 

* your valuable life, and make it ftill a bleffing to the world ! 
^ Your being fo (hocked at tlie abject fuperftition of the 

* Papifts was what might be expeded from one whofe con- 
^ tempt for folly had not totally fwallowed up zeal for truths 
^ and pity for the deluded. A man of mere wit would have 

* given au outki to his indignaiiua by ridicule^ wiudi, in fome 

cafeS| 




Digitized by Google 



Inhabiiants of Birmingham. iji 

^ cafes, is an excellent medicine to carry off the humours 

* which nonfenfc and abfurdity breed round the heart. But 

* the pious and companionate mind finds exercife for other 
*• pafHons, when the objettt is of Tuch intinite importance as 

* filigivn. The bare difguife of it might of itfelf excite 
^ latightcn But^ when we reflect on what is difguifed, and 
^ how feriotis the confequences are, the tear of pity is juftly 

* demanded \ and it is a tribute the true chriilian ouglu not 

* to deny to his poor benighted fellow-creatures. We have 
the bell example to recommend it even that of the bene- 

' volent Jefus, who wept for a city wedded to error, and 
^ devoted to deftnidioni as the aweful confequence of its 

* obftinacy and bltndnefs. You remind me of St. Paul at 

* Athens, whole Ipirit was moved when he beheld that 

in all things it was too fu peril itio us." 
^ Yott very affet^ionately enquire iato my fituation with 
^ my people. Some give me uneafinefs, and, I believe, would 

* do every thing in their power to diih'efs me, or injure me. 
*I never preach upon any fubjed of a difputable nature. 

* But this, with many, is a bare negative qualihcntion. " He 
that is. not tor us is againil us," ^ is their condant ian- 

' guage. I am obliged to avoid their company, as I always 
meet with fomething or other which gives me pain. One 
< or two have begun to withdraw their fubicriptions ; and 
•lam threatened by others with a reparation. "l liC male- 

* contents have not number or power to fupport a divide^ 

* intered. I have defired thofe who are dilcon tented to 

* withdraw, and leave me with my firiends in quiet* But 

* their aim is, toinfufe jealoufies into others of greater confe- 

* quence, and thus weary, me out by complaints, or drive 

* me out by mere force. 

* I faw their defi^rn moft plainly this very week. I was 

* dcfired to ufe the Doxologies, as my predeccfTor ufed to 
^ do^ both in prayer and finging. I told them, I would 
•keep to the words of fcriptnre^ knowing tltat would be 
' moft acceptable to God, and fafeft for man. They then 

* infifte J on my teaching the Jjpwbi/s Catechifm, This at 

* once, without heiiutionj I poiitively rcfufcd. They afked 

me 
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* m€ the reafon. I told theoi, I Iiad not only objedions to 
^ many of its principles^ but thcfught it abfur4 ta teach chil-*^ 

* dren a fyftecn of religion that comains in it tamf poiois of 
^ abftrufe, rpccalatfve> and ditptf table Theok^. Thi»|»ofi« 

* tive and explicit refufal hath, I bclkve, totally confirmed 

* their fufnicions of my heterodoxy. • 

^ What the conlcquences will be^ I know not. This is 
^ my confolatiotK,— ^ha< nothing can eventually ham mtl£\ 
^ am a follower of that which is ^docI* I wtH maiacam my 

* independency, and hope never to violate my honefly. It 

* diftreffes me beyond meafurc to think that 1 cannot wholly 

* and unrefervedly fpeak out the fentiments of my mind. I 
^ would mingle prudence with innocence, and keep peace 

* with roan and conieieneei but if a iacrifice it dewsmdiKcj^ 

* I hope I (hall not hefitate which ta make the yidSm. I 

* wiih to be fettled among a people of more tmtformity of 

* fentiment, and more Hbcral-mindednefs. It is odious td 

* walk about in fetters. I (houid grieve to fee the congre* 

* gation IdOened by my means. If they could be united in 

* one more univerfally likcd^ I would wMlingiy refigm though 

* I (hould have no place ia view. Yet thcare are mimftere 

* who would grieve to lofe me. I thank God that I have 

* been enabled to maintain a confillency of chara6!er, and 

* that I have not forfeited tiie eileem of one perfon through 

< a defed in duty, moral or religious. With th» thought 
/ 1 bear up^ and hope bddly to meet the worft. 

have not been able to recover any more of Mf. 

* * Wefley's letters, llie lady In vvhofe polldTion they were 

* died foon after my return from Calne. Her hu(band fled 

^ to Ireland for fome mlfdemeanor, and hath not appeared . 
' fince. I hear the goods are to be fold foon. If I cail 

* meet v^th any more of the letters, you may depend upon 

< their being fent. As the lady before her death made me 
- a prcknt of what papers (he had, I lay claim to thofe 

* letters as my own. She faid, I was welcome to any.— 
^ I beg you will not g;ive yourfelf the trouble of tranfcribing 
^ the htt^s^ «i tb$ ii^ariiim* Take xt0 original. Yolk 

<ar6 
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* are welcome to it. Did I leave a fermon or two behind 

^ me ? I wi^h you would enquire, and fend them to me at* . 

* foon as polIible» « I want them niuch. 

^ I communicated Tome account of the Wefley family to 

* the Weftminfter Magazine. I intended to have conti- 

* nued it, but defined from my defign. I have fent it yoii. 

* The Analyfii upon Bonds in mine too. it was an aca- 

* demical maggot. 

^ I afked you for that amiable lady Mrs Jones. Do not 
^ ftil to ]et me know in your next«<»Mrs. Davy begs her 

* compliments to Mrs. Pricllley. We often talk of her 

* with great pleafure; and I am glad there is one in this 
^ county that knows her, for I am very fond of talking of 
^ thofe whom I edeem and love. Pleafe to remembeir me to 

* Mrs. P. and family, and always think of me in the amt« 

< able light of a fincere and affedionate friend. 

«5. BADCOCK.' 

< My refpe£ls to Mr. Williams. I hope he is well. 
^ p. S. 1 have lent your Inftituiei to a fenfible and reH- 

< gions Rabbi, bred at the Univerfity of Halle. He hath 

* read them with great care, and taken curious extracts from 

* them. The clergyman of the parifh warned him of the 

* danger of your works, and abufed me for lending them to 

* a Jew. The latter had fenfe enough to defpife him, and 

* told him that, as long as chriftianity was thought contra- 

* di6lory to the firft law of judaifm, the converfioa of his 

* brethren would be impoflible. The parfon wants to bap- 
*• iizQ him. The Rabbi faid, that religion was a ferious 

* matter, and that he would be a convert in reality before 

* he would be one in profellion. He hath been muc h with 

< me. I hope to be ^hle to fend you a pkafing account of 
« him.* 

O' A poem 
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A poem in pnnfe of me (tn imitation of Horace's httgit 

vita: fcehrifque^ purus) he publilhed in the Wcftminftcr 
Magazine for May 1774. It begins thus : 

« The man whofe noble heart difdains 

< A fordid education's chains, 

* And free from fuperftttion's load^ 

* Obeys, and flill enjoys, his God ; 

* Needs neither pope*s, nor billiop's bleHing, 

< To fix that peace his heart's at reil in i 

< And afks divinity alone 

^ To teach him what to do^ or flmn.* 

Having with much humour defcribed various dafles of 

chridians (in which thofe who are generally termed orthodox 
are not fpared) he thus introduces tbi clergy^ 

*' Place me with men ecdefiaftic, 

< Who to the church for living faft flick. 
( And think us fools who wiH not eat 

< The ready cook'd and carved meat, 

* Which Queen isliza, that ihe-bifhop, 

< Took ib much pains to drefs and diih up,' 

He thus deicribes the 9rtb$d$x popular pnachers, 

* Place mc among the fons of thunder, 

* Who roar to mnke the vulgar wonder, 

^ And Hare, and liamp, and damn, in nonfienfcj 

* To wake the devil in the confcience; 

< Or thoie foft ions of confoktion, 

* Who whine out tidings of falvation, 

* And lull their auditors alleep 

* By telling them that grace is cheap, 

^ And may be had without much trouble; 
« For works are all an empty bubble : 
^ But Jplendid fins are beft to cover 
f A hiiNirt by nature foul all over.' 

He 
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He then clofcs the whole as follows ; 
* With any, or with all thefe, fix me, 

< Tho' impudence and oonieniie vex me, 

< Yet dill I hcpe to keep my temper, 

< The man ^the chridian itUm fimfer% 

* Nor ever fwcrve from truth or love, 

* Nor in the ferpent lofe the dove ; 

* Nor fear to fay to this^ or 'tother, 

' Vm Dr. Frieitley's friend and (irother. 

Alas! how changeable was this idem fempir. With 
refped to' his principles^ however, I fear he never changedL 
Tbefe and his ewiuSI were, unhappily, at variance. 

Even alter our public controveiry \ having occafion to 
write to me about the publication of fome letters relating 
to Mr. Welley, which he had formerly given me, he ex- 
preiTed himfelf as follows : You will, I hope, excufe the 
*♦ trouble I give you by this line. I mean not to give the 
*^ flighteft oflFence, by prefuming to caution a man, whom 

I never fcruple to acicnowledge to be my fuperior in every 

quahfication, but the honeil wifh of doing what is right, 
" and correcting what is wrong > and here, Sir, I yield to 
^< no man, and here only tliink myfelf your equal." This 
letter is dated July 7, 1785. 

In the lail letter that I received from him before our dif- 
ference he informed me, that he fuflTering under a ea* 
lumuj^ which would probably oblige him to leave Barndable, 
and beeged that I would recommend him as a tutor in fome 
nobleman's family. Having no fufpicion what the cafe 
really was (as I had no other correfpondent in that part of 
the country) I wrote htm a letter of chridian and philofo* 
phical confolation; obferving, that I had myfelf fuffered 
by many calumnies, and that he mud Jearn to difregard 
them, as I did. However, the thing appearing to be no 
calumny, he being obliged to leave his place in conftquence 
of it, and no diiTenting minifter noticing him afterwards, he 
never anfwered my letter, and I did not think proper t9 
renew the oorrcfpondence. 

O 2 Some 
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Some years after this, finding that he had no refource 
among Diflenters, and being much careiTed by the clergy, 
and gentlemen of fortune in the eftablifliment, he con-* 

formed to the churcli of Iinpiland ; und with a view, I 
doubt nor, of drawing more attctuioa upon himfelF, and 
getting preferment, he adopted the meafure of writing 
againil me. But not fucceeding in that, or in his views of 
fifing in the church, I much fufped that, extremely irrita- 
ble as he naturally was, impatient of neglefl, and fulf of 
ambition, the (iilappOiCtjncnt contributed to lliorten his life. 

He had an ardent mind, and was certainly capable of 
great things ; but giving way to his paHions, he got into a 
labyrinth from which he was never able to extricate him- 
felf. He certainly made a faaifice of his integrity on that 
great altar (with thirty nine horns) on which have been 
offered tlioufands of fuch expenfive victims, and on which, 
it is to be feared, that many more fuch will be oiTtercd 
before it receives the fate of the altar at Bethel, which 
is certainly referved for it. May the example of this unhappy 
man be a warning to others. 

How zealous he once was in the caufe of free inquiry, 
will appear from an ingenious paper, called, j^n Anahfts upon 
Bonds^ written, as he obfer^es in the preceding letter, while 
he was a fiudent, and afterwards publifhed by him in the 
Weilmtnfier Magazine. Under the head Jcadimy is the 
following paragraph : 

* Full belief bcfjre aduilllion of every article of divinity, 

* and every conundrum of a Dutch ALduIla (it (hould be 

* fl^; for they are dry^ and very dry) Theologije — " I» 
verba magiftri juran^^ or be expelled for an obfiinate 

* heretic— To keep Turretine, or Ridgley, or Dr. Crifp,* 
^ open upon the de& ; but to huddle away Clark, and 

* Fofter, and PrieOley into any darlv corner, or to lock them 

* up in an unfufpected box. Examination by a cloudy 
^ headed fool, or a quibbling fophid, or a barren cofiive 

* brained fyfiematic, or a wordy felf-important pulpit cox- 

* comb.-*-Oh I 'tis enough l^^and whoever thou art, poor 
\ Ibul ! thai all Arug^ling with the manacles of academic 
' ' * tyranny. 
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* tyranny, I feel for thy diftreffes, and would lend a helping 

* hand to eafe thee of thy bonds. But time itfelf will do 

* it for thee, if thou canft venture to ioilow the poet's ad« 

* vke—Sapire aude/ 

In what light he at one time confidered confirmlty to^bt 
church 9f England^ may be feen in the following ingenious 

Parody upon Sbakcfpcar^ entitled, The Prejhytenan Parfon's 
Soliloquy y publiilied fome time ago in the Gentleman's 
Magazine. 

* Conform, or not conform ? That is the queftion. 

* Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to fuflPer 

* The flings and arrows of outrageous bigots, 

* Or to take refuse, 'midd a Tea of curfes, 

* And by fubfcr'tbing end them. To preach in form canonicaI| 

* No more— ^and by a gown to fay we end 

* The heart ach, and the thoufand fcoiFs, or wants, 

< The poor cloak'd teacher's heir to->^*Tis a confummation 

* Devoutly to be wifhed. To preach-»^o fpeak in church | 

* To ipeak. in church? Perchance to weep at home. 

* Aye, there's the rub— - 

< For by conforming thus what tears may fall, 

* When we have IhufHed off the coil of confcience^ 

* Muft give us paufe. There's the refpe^l 

^ That makes the meeting-houfe of fo long-ftanding* 
' For who would bear the fcoms of upftart priefts, 

* Our people's frowns, complaints, and fhort fubfcriptions^ 

* The pangs of thanklefs labours paid by yawning^ 

* Their infolcnce to catechife our faith, and all the fpurns 
** That patient preachers from th' unworthy takes 

* When he himfelf might his quittus find 

< Upon a hemfice? Who would bear negleA, 

* Or groan in want, whilft fome men fweat with feafting i 

* But that the dread of fomething worfe than hungpr, 

* (That fting of confcience, whofe malignity 

* No bene^ce can footh) puzzles the will| 

O3 fAnd 
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* And makes os rather bear thefe ills we bavei 

* Than fly to church by flying from our peace# 

* Thus confcience keeps us Prcfbyterians ftill ; 

* And thus the native hue of refolution is Rili kept Up 
^ By every ierious thought | and preachers too 

* Who foon mtglit be promoted, fay this regard 

* From biihops turn awayi and lofe the name 

* Of chrgy. 
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PREFACE. 



T AM fenfiWe that to many of my readers an apology for 
this publication will be neceffiry. There is, I freely 
own, foihething peculiarly irkfome, and unpleafant, in a pub- 
lic controverfy with a perfon refiding in the fame place with 
one's felf, and efpecially one with whom we have fome 
degree of acquaintance, and whom we are in the habit of 
occaiionally meeting. On this account I was forry to hear 
of Mr. Burn's publiftiingany thing ag^inft me$ and though 
he was fo obliging as to fend me a copy of his Letters^ I 
forbore to perufe them, till I was informed that they were 
much read, and made an imprelTion unfavourable to the 
principles which I have maintained^. Publications afcribed 
ta two other clergymen of this town, the profits of the 
latter .of which were to go to the General Infirmary (though 
I do not fuppofe that it has been this that has encoura^ 
the truftees to undertake the new wings of their buildings) 
being aware of my natural infirmity, which is a too great 
promptneis to write, I never read at all; becaufe, if I have 
any' controverfy (except it be of a perfectly amicable nature) 
I prefer having it with perfons at a diftance, and with whom 
I have no particular conneflion. But Mr. Burn has thought 
otherwife, and he has beeii the aggreflbr. 

That there Is nothing in myfelf fo particularly hollile to 
the eftablijhed clergy^ as is generally imagined, may appear 
from fome circumftances of my life, which (9S> in a Preface^ 
writers claim the privilege of fpeaking concerning them- 

feives) I (lull mention. 

• Since tiic writing gi liiis Ftti^tc dicre bus bc^n a fecoad cJition of 
' Mr. Buro*9 Letters. 
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I had my grammar learning under a clergyman at a large 
public fchool, and though he lived to fee me write againft 
the principles of the church, to which he himfelf was 

tliorougiily attached, he retained a friendfliip for me, as 1 
did for him, as long as he lived* 

At Needham Market' in Suffolk, where I was firft fet- 
tled, the moA intimate friend that I had was the redor q£ 
Stow-Market,{ three miles from me. We had, as it wen^ 

but one heart, and dilfered in nothing but opinion. 

At Namptwich, my next fettlement, the vicar of A£lon, 
at the diftance of one mile^ had a room in his houfe which 
he called mintj and which I always made ufe of whenever 

it was convenient to me to fpend an evening, and deep, 
from home, which I never did except with him. He faid 
Jthat he had never known a Diilenter before me. But ai 
conuDon love of fcience brought us acquainted, and I have 
now in mypoiTeflion atelefcope, made with his own hands, 
which he gave me as a token of his hriendOup. 

At Leeds T need not fay how happy I was in the fociety 
of Mr. Michel], io well known as the inventor of artificial 
magnets, and for his diftinguifhed merit as a philofopher in 
general. My Hjfimy of Difcovtrm eoncemtng of Fifion^ 
Light and Colours^ fufficiently (hews my intercourfe with 
him, and the obligations I was uiider to iiim. 

When I was with the Marquis of Lanfdown, Dr. 
Frampton,in'that neighbourhood, whofe principles in church 
and (hte were the btgbtft^ as they are called, of any man's 
that I ever met with, who even retained a (Irong predilec- 
tion for the family of the Stuarts, and who retained it to 
his death, for fome time kept aloof from me. But a com- 
mon love of literature at length brought us intimately ac- 
quainted; and at laft, when his troubles came upon him, I 
waa pcrhipi the only periba who had Us iotire ccofidence, 

and 
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and whom he confidered as his moft (incere friend. With 

iome failings, he was a moll extraordinary man, and I am 
not forry to have this opportunity of mentioning him. In 
converration> and preaching extempore (which he ufuallydid 
i?ithoiit preparation, from the leiTon of the day) his talents 
mre^ itideed, wonderfah I took great pleafure in hearing 
him, hut more efpecially on particular occafions, when he 
excelled every man that I have yet heard. He then com- 
pofed long difcourfes, and fometiines read them to me before 
they were delivered; faying {which I doubt not was literally 
true) that after reading them once with care he could deliver 
the whole vtriatimy without notes, making only fiich altera-^ 
tions as occurred to him at the time of delivery. The hft 
time that I heard htm was at the coniecretion of a churcfh 
by the late bifhop of London, who had a great friendfhip 
for him. After the fervice (at which I was much more 
pleafed than I expected to have been) he introduced me to 
his lonUhip^ and we dined and fpeot the day very agreeably 
together. 

In London, where at this timel fpcnt my winters, I was 

happy in the friendfhip and fociety of fomc of the mod Jil- 
tinguiihed clergymen that this country can boaft. 

if liberality of fentiment be the refult of general and 
various acquaintance, few men now living have had a better 
opporttmity of acquiring it than myfelf. This has arifeti 

from the great variety of my purfuits, which has naturally 
brought me acquainted with per Ions of all principles, and 
charaders. One day I remember I dined in company with 
an eminent popiih prieQ; the evening I fpent vntb pbilolb^ 
phers, determined unbelievers; the next morning I brcak- 
fsAtdy at his own requefl, with a moft zealoufly orthodox 
clergyman, Mr. Toplady, and the reft of that day I fpent 
with Dr. Jebb, Mr. Linclfey, and fomc others, men in all 
refpe£^s after my own heart, I have (ince enriched my ac- 
quaintance with that of ibme very intelligent Jews i and my 

opponents^ 
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opponents, who coniider me already as half a Mahometan^ 
ivtU not fuppofe that I can have any objedion to the fociety 
of perfons of that religion* 

Thefe hBs may Oiew that, notwhhilanding iny avowed 
hoftility to w hat is called the churchy I have no particular en- 
mity to the e^^abliihed cUrgy^ and that I am not difpofed to 
moleft them, if they do not moleit me % nor, while contra* 
verfy is conduced in a fair and open manner, will this cir« 
cumflance make any unpleafant difference between me and 
any man. I am at this day in habits of great intimacy with 
feverai of my opponents, and I have no objection to meet 
any of them, numerous as they are, if they have no objedion 
to meet me. Mr. Bum would not have entertained fo fright* 
ful an opinion of me as he exprefles, if we had been better 
acquainted. 

One reafon for tliis publication i& to ihew thofe who will 
hear nafin^ what (Irange mifconceptions have been taken up 
by well meaning people (for fuch I take Mr. Bum to be) 
who are governed by prejudice, and who, 'through that in- 
fluence, will not take proper pains to inform themfelves of 
the truth of what they hear generally propajrated, corKerning 
thofe whofe religious principles they difapprove. What he 
advances in thefe Letters; void of ail foundation as it is, is 
fuch declamation as I am informed is continually founded 
fiom the pulpits of the churches, and other places of woHhip, 
in tliis town, and indeed in many other parts of England, 
as well as by the preachers in the Itreers (to whom, however, 
I am a iincere well-wifher) reprefenting me as the declared 
enemy of nviiatiotiy and a fetter up of reafon in its place. 

Indeed,- 1 think niyfelf pretty well off when I am not ex- 
hibited as an abfolute Jtheift^ as I have been in feverai pub- 
lications, particularly a very late one, intitled TheodofiuSy the 
writer of which repreients Mr. Silas Deane, as declaring 
upon his death bed, that he derived his atheiilical principles. 
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and his ruin, from me, that I have called Jefus Chrirt a 
bai^ard, and his mother a whore ; and that the Marquts of 
Lanfdown feriouily retaonfoated with me on the fubje^s 
afcribtng an habitual gloomy turn of mind whenever I am 

not in company, which he is pleafed to give me, to thofe 
fccret HLiifgivings and appreheniions of finking into annihi- 
lation to which Atheifts are liable. Others have aflerted 
that I have publicly declared that, " 1 would never reft 
till I bad pulled down that im{K>(lor Jefus Chri((}'' and 
a preacher at Bridol, in the hearing of a friend of mine, 
faid in his fermon, that " I had faid I would be dainaed 
«* rather than be faved by Chrift." 

But can I wonder at this from f!rangers» when Mr. Bum^ 
vfbo living in the fame town with me, has had a much bet* 
ter opportunity of knowing my real fentiments, as well as 

my general condud, appears to be no better informed on 
the fubje£l; having been feized with fuch an unaccountable 
alarm himieif, and propagating that alarm among others, 
about the dangerous tendency of my principles; unmind* 
ful of the excellent maxim of my motto from Eccfef. xi. 7. 
Blame n9t before thou baft examined the truth^ underjiand 
ftjl-i dud then rebuke ? 

If I could be furprized at any thing in this bufinefs (but 
I have feen fo much of the blindnefs of bigotry, that I am 
furprized at nothing which originates from it) it would be 
at my being reprefented as undervaluing the feripturesy wliicft 
is the burden of the fong of Mr. Burn ; when it is evident 
that few men, if any, have riven more attention to them 
than myfelf. And what mull be his own opinion of the 
fcripturesy who can fuppofe that the confequence otdXioc" 
quaintance with them is the contempt of them? 

I was brought acquainted with them, I may fay, from a 
child, and read the Old Teftament in Hebrew earlier than 
any pdrfon I have yet met with. To fay nothing of what 
I have written in fupport of the evidence of revelation 

(which 
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(which fuppofes the authority of the feriptores) in my 

Jrjfl^iutes of Natural and Revealed Religion^ Letter i to a 
' ^ htlofopbUal Unbel'tiViry Litters to the jfews^ my Church 
MiJIory^ and feveral other works i as a mininer, befides 
fireacbing, ki which the do&ines and maxims of the lcni|^ 
tures arc illuifa^ted or enforced, I always largely ezpbiind a 
conHderable portion of them, and I intend in due time to 
publifh thofe expofitions. The fole obje£l of one of the 
three cUiles into which I didnbute the younger p^rt of my 
congregationt and which I attend to every Sunday, is the 
|:now!edge cl the fcripturesi and for this, purpofe I hive 
compiled two Jcriptun eatiebjfms* 

Many of my theological publications are employed in the 
illuftration of Icripture. It is pretty well known that rhe 
Kotes to a late edition of the Bible^ efpecially thofe that 
were taken from the collation of Hebrew manuicripts^ and 
the late verfions, were coUe6(ed by me, and that I under- 
took it from the mere liking that I had to the work ; and I 
am now engaged with fome friends in a work of much more 
hbour, which will ihew in a i^ill Wronger light how much 
I value the fcripturesi and how defirous I am- that they 
ihould be underftood and valued by othen. Before Mr. 
Burn had charged me with want of due rcrpe6l for the fcrip- 
tureS) he fhould at leait have done as much to ihew his owa. 

In this refpe^ my cafe is Angularly hard. The greater 
fnrt'of my philofophical acquaintance ridicule my attach^ 

mcnt to chriftianiiy*, and yet the generality of chriftians 
will not allow me to belong to them at all, 

• When I was at Paris, after a very free and ferious converfatioii on 
die fubjcft of'fv%f0«, I wstt told by one of the company that I was the 
ooly pcifoQ they had ever met with, of whoft underftanding they had 
any opinion, who pretended to believe chrilHanity. When I afked what 
there wa» in chriftmnity that appf arrd to thcni fo verv abftird, to make 
it ahogether inc; edible, they immediately mentioned thr aoilrine of the 
trinity. An enemy as I am confidered to chriftianity by Ibme, I have 
iaved many hom that inJUtlity into which the bigots are forcing them. 
While I am writing thia Fmace I receive a letter from a mail whole 
albiiitiee are univcmUy tckiMMried«d to be of the firft mte^ with whom 

Ihad 
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Having been long ufed to this kind of milrcprefentatioii 
md abafe^ from perfons who have had no very bad mean- 
ing, I am very ready to make allowance for thofe pn^odicca 
by which they have been firft mHkd themfelves, and then 
roiHead others, and it does not %fkSt me at all. Bot for 
the fake of iome who arc not abfulately deaf and hUnu\ but 
that they can hear and fee what is plainly brought before 
them, I thus endeavour to redify their mistakes, which hurt 
ibtmfshis only, and not mi. 

But my chief motive for writing thefe Letters in reply jto 
Mr. Burn, is to draw the attention of our readers to the 
important fubjecis to which they relate i nothing being 
wanted but this attentiM^ and free difcujfm^ continued a fuf- 
ficient length of time, to give a iirm eftablifliment to what- 
ever \t truth* As I 6n1y wifh for a candid hearing, I (hall 
think I have not written in vain, if by means of thefe 
Letters any perfons fhall be induced to look into my other 
publications on the fubjedt. 

On tins acaunt I njmct io fee thi warmth with which the 
eaufe of orthodoxy {that is of long eflahltjhed &piniom^ bmever 
erroneous ) and that of the hierarchy is now taken up by its 
friends, Bscaufe if their fyjiem be not well founded^ ihey an 
only aeciUrating its deftruSiion, In fa&^ they are ajpfiing me 
itt the proper dijpefd ef thofe graitts of gunpowder, which have 

I bod nowmmit corrdpondeocek who favs, I am indebted to yon for 

the little I know of mtiooal defenfibfe cbriCHanity. But for your 
friendly aid I fear I Ihould have gone from entbufiafm to deifm\ but 
a faith founded upon evidfence retts on a rock*" 

As a contrail to tiie condu6l of many bigots in this country, I (hall 
jkfthar Ment^ lhat when I was abroad^ a very lincere catholk prieft^ 
bcaniM| that on all occafioot I avowed my belief of chriitianity, em* 
bnioeiliiie with tears literally running down his cheeks, iaying, diat all 

who were called phihfopbers that he had met with before were atbeifs, 
I told him that, though I was a chriftian, 1 was what he would call a 
great heretic. He replied, fpcaking Eiigliih, " No matter, you are a 
** chriilian.^' At home, where I ought to be better known, i am con- 
iiihnd as one who is afliduouOy un£niatiiiDg chriftianity. 

heett 
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been fame time aLCumu!atir]^^ nnd at which they hove taken fo 
great an alarnty and which will certainly blow it up at length ; 
and perhaps as fuddenfyy as unexpeHgdly^ and as cdmpletifyj as* 
the overthrow of the late arhitrdry government of France, If 
an inhabitant v,ill not fuhmit to a thorough examination, and 
reafonable repairs, of the building he occupies^ the confequence 
muj} be that^ without gunpywder^ or even a high wind^ it 
muft feme time or other fall^ and happy may he think bimfelf 
if he can efcape unhurt from the ruins. If this fhotdd he the 
cafe With the church of England^ the clergy cannot fay that 
they have had no Vvarning. They are labouring for its de^ 

fir action much more than I am. If I be laying {gunpowder, 
they are providing the match, and their part of the hufmefs^ 

feemrto he in greater forwardnefs than mine*. 

For the reafbns a1>ovement'ioned, I ferioufly rgoice at 

the violent oppoiiuoa that is now fo unexpectedly, and fo 
unccafonably, made by almoft the whole body of the clergy, 
and the high church party throughout the kingdom, to the 
repeal of the Corporation and Teft jUh ( A6ts fingularly dif. 
graceful to' this country, efpecially as pretending to liber* 
ality, fince no fuch thing exi(!s no where but in this, and- 
which, I am confident, do no fcrvicc at all to the e(tabli(hed 
churcii) and efpecially in the numerous publications to 
which the difeuilion is contimnlly giving rife. By thefe 
means the minds of men will in time be enlightened, not 
only on this<i but on other more important fubje^ls con* 
needed with it, concerning which Diflenters, as well as their 
opponent?, have hitherto been much in the dark. They 
will now be in the way of being mucii better inftruded \a 
the facred rights of men^ and of nations^ and efpecially in the 
nature of the connef^ion that has hitherto flrangely fubfifted 
between the church and the flate^ a connexion than which 

• The part« of this Preface printed in Italics are thofe diat were ex- 
tracted from it, printed fepanitely, and fent to all the biOiops, and all 
members of the houfe of Commons, juft the Ute debate oa. 
ihfi motion for the repeal of the Corporation and Teft A^s. 

nothing 
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Miling otei be mora uimatiinil, theooebeinga Jh'i^iMi#^ 
ihis. wrldy and the other not\ fo that k was neccflary for 

the btter totally to change its nature^ and guard itfelf by 
civil pains and penalties, in order to become capable of the 
alli^tHi, Tbefe difcuilkxis will, I mill, prepare us for far 
grtaier improvements than any tha we yet have in contem* 
platioQ, 

Such it the Mind seal ¥rlnch at t»re(ent adttates a great 

part of the nation againft the Diflcnters, that I am verify 
perfuaded that, were any law cxifting by which they were * 
excluded from the peerage> from feats in the houfe of 
ComoMiS) or from voting at ele^ioni for membert of 
parliamentt they would not be repealed. The sjaeafurc 
would be faid to be meoniiAent with thefafety of the chunh^ 
to which every thing, how valuable lb ever, muft be facri- 
ficed. The of Toleration would hardly pafs now, and 
iUU would the Itbtrty af the prefs be pcrmittedj if it was 
Dot enjoyed* This would certainly be thou^t to be infi- 
nitely dangerous, both to church mod fiate. Indeed, it is a 
thing at which any thing unfound in church or ftate haa 
reafon to tremble. Now, what we have good reafon to 
think would notbe we have ibme reafon to fear may 
be taien aumy» 

* 

The fpirit that has now gone forth may perhaps carry 
hito execution thofe penal (httutes, which we had flat^ 
tend ourfelves had been for ever dormant ; and yet in 

this fituatioa we are continually infulted with being told, 
that we a£lually enjoy a complete toleration for the profeflion 

of our reli^on; whereas k is cyideaidj nothing more than 
a very precarious cotttuvance. 

The dreadful penalties of the Teft Ad have beea 
threatened to be exaded at Nottingham, a place famoot for 

the erediion of the ftandard of Charles I. at the commence* 
meat of what has been called the grand rtbfiiion. By this 

p Aa, 
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A(£^, for the difcharge of a civil office, for which their town^ 
men thought them qualified, the late mar^illrates of that 
place might, befides paying the ium of five hundred pounds 
each} be hereafter difabled from fuing or profecuting in 
any court of law, being guardians of any child, being exe-* 
cutors or adminiftrators of any perfon, or being capable 
of any legacy or deed of gift*. To this dreadful penalty 
(a punifliment proper for only the greateft crimes) is almofl' 
every dilienting minifter now iubjedi, only for collecting the 
tax that is to be paid at the birth of a child; which, how* 
ever, they are obliged to do^ under the penalty of twenty 
pounds. It will be faid that this was an vuerftght^ and was 
not intended to afFe^ them. But neither was the Teft 
Acl itfelf originally intended to afTed Diflenters. At pre- 
fent the queftion is not whetlier a thing be right or wrongs 
nafinabk or unrtafonahlc. It is fufficicnt that it will oidr^ 
tify the Diffenters, To this blind rage, both the honour 
and the beft interefts of the country itiuft be facrificed; • 
What a contraft is now exhibited between the two] rival na* 
tions of France and England^ and how may Englijbmen blujb 
to look upon it. 

The general infatuation on.this fubjeA is fo great, as ta' 
call to our minds fimilar infatuations which, in the coUrfe 

of divine providence, have frequently preceded the greaieft 

* It has always been my opinion that Diflbnters ihould not accept of 
any civil offices for which the majority of thor countrymen have pro* 
nounced them difqu all Tied, but patiently scqulefce in their exchifibn rroni 
them till it ihall pleafc God, in the courfe of his providence^ and by 
means of our peaceable leprefentations and remonftrances, to open the 
eyes, and enlarge the minds, of our countrymen, and thereby ?^ive fhem 
^ore juil ideas of the natural rights of men, and the true intei cit ot their 
country. If the Piflentm wonud UAbd to me, they would from this time 
every where defift from exerdfiog any civil offices to the' difcharge of 
which they were not compelled by law. That this is no new fentiuu nt 
of mine, is well known to many. The true chriftian maxim is patiently 
to bear every kind perfecution till It fli:ill pleafe God to put an end to 
it j and to expect our reward not in this world, but at the r£jfurre^iott of 
the juji. But in proportion as a chriftian «vill be patient m fiiffcriligf» 
lie will be bold to ipeut ^ad to wiitt) liHung every thing in the €aufe •/ 
Cod itiui of truth. 

and 
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and ino(> oncxpeded revolutions in dates, . Of this nature 

was that which affected ilic zi^/j/j, as they were called, 
among the Jews, who fancied themfelves adtuated by no- 
thing but the pureil zeal tor the laws of Mofes, and the 
honour of their nation and rehgion. But it wns a zeal 
which brought on with a(loni(hing rapidity the dedrudioii 
of Jenifalem and the temple, aa event which they deemed 
to be abfoltttely impoifible. 

Could any of the numerous pamphlets written by the 
friends of the court, many of them very feafible men, be- 
. foce .ihe oommencement of the American war, be now 
Ibund, we (hould fee that the reafons urged for the coerchn 
Anurtea (which was then the favourite phrafej on the 

pi inciple tint ".ve paid taxiS and ibc jimLi icam not (and 
which was maintained to be a meafure equally /v// and ex* 
p^dUnt) werefo weak as to favour of this infatuation. And 
the con^uences of this Urang^ delufion, which began with 
the court, infeded the clergy, and was propagated through 
the nation, oo^lioned the total lois of America, an event 
which was deemed to be impuinble, and indeed which no- 
thing but fucii an infatuation could have brought about* 

'I 

i But what ii more wonderful (lill, Is that, excepting the 
great addition to the nattond deki (which, if the feparation 
of the countries had taken place VmrV^^, might have been 
faved) we find ourfelvcs not the worfe^ but the better for 

the event, wiiich both friends and eneiules iitiagined would 
be our ruin. Let us hope then that, though the prefent 
inr^uation about the Corporation and Teft Ads, and the 
violent zeal for the e(labliihed chuceh, (l)ouId ifltie in the 
lofs of that church, which the clergy would perfuade us is 
neceflaty to the iuppoit df the ftate, this hrae yfsl/, which 
exifted long before this church was known, may, contrary to 
their prediclioiis, find hfclf not the weaker, but the Qronger, 
the lighter, and in all refpec^s the belter for it ; that after 
this dreaded event, there will be, what X can eafily conceive, 
4 . ? 2 even 
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e?en moit i^ul rthgkn in the ocmcitry than there is n6w» 
and this fupported at mtieli left «>q^c^ and with far kS§ 

tdvL&sokoe. 

How do we Difienters fupport our religion? and are not 
the morals of our people, which is the end of all religion^ 
efpecially as it refpe^s the ^^4^ as good at thoTe of tka 
dbbiiihment? and (hould not wt do this ffkh more eafti 
if we were not burdened with the fupport of our fltare of 
the edablifhed religion befides. The faired thing wouM 
certainly be- for all the members of the ftate to bear thiif 
mn burdens^ without laying them on the ihoulder s of others* 

Religion colls the Attiaricsai StatH notiiing at all^ and 
]ret they have- more of it than we have} whereas Ibr tlMi 
fame commodity, and of an inftrior 4<)ftlity, we pay a vatik 

enormous luin, collected in the worfl manncfj and bdidet 
this ^ve fomething eife that cannot be eiUmated by monc}'. 

Let the clergy be only more flria, a«Ml perhaps bat a 
UttU moxt Arid, than many of them now are in the ex- 
a£Hon of thdr ^hes^ and tlMs whole bufinefs of tiihes may 

foon be over. The greateft enemies to the church are by 
no means the Diflenters, Nor is this the only way ia 
which the clergy have been working their own deftrudiion, 
Atmtbtr f$oliJb and mjuft war, like that with America^ wkitk 
ms chiijfy utgid tki (mtd /kcb ofuthtr^ if ihi court 
prdfnfisy thi Clergy win tmulnly fecond) €M hmrdly fad to 
hring their iajfkir$ t$ m trijSi*. If tkey he wifiy tbiy wtS 
confider the (igns of the times, and be very tep^itati in aU 
tbtir proceedings^ Fas eil et ab hoite doceri* 

♦ U^en I nvas attending a debate hi the hmfe of Lords in tht ccurj^^ 
^ the American luar^ and one of the h 'tjhops *was taking the part of the 
minj/ler in it, the Duke q/ R ichmond judJen^ rofe, a^ bade the bifi^s 
hemxt of war, « War,"* faid ht, " w attended ^veUh expener ; atrtHf 
■•*Wf he difirejftd, and tnuft hanje money, nxre knotv ivhtre we ff^^wi 
" Indeed, the addition of one hundred and ffty millions to thenatitmrnl 
debt, occqfioned by if/at war ( which ttu^ he caued a wt tf the courf 

and 
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Lit them take care lejl^ by too VJgorouJly refijiing our appli' 
cation fer what was never intended to hurt thenty and what in 
itfeif cannvt pojjibly hurt tbem^ they flmuU^ by their awn tr»^> 
lence da themfehes the mojl firieut evih I hate ahu^M been 
an avowed enemy of all civil eflablidiments of chridianity, 
hut many Diffenters are not fo. Ifcrcfee^ however ^ thai they 
fen will bey and that by means of thefe difcuJJionSy the fenti" 
meat will become more general in the nation at large. It Be 
gins to be adopted even by the catholics.^ See Mr. Berington's 
admirable Trad intitled, the JRigbts of DiJJeHiers, 

The utility of ecclefiaftical eftablifliments is a quejlionthat 
it behovi's the clergy always to kaep out of fight as much as 
fojfible. But their rage againjl the DiJJ'enters will obtrude 
it on the public^ and in confequence of this^ if they preeeed as 
they have iegun^ Ifieuid be firry to iitfure their fyftem twenty 
years lengir* Whether I be more pleafedy or dtfpleafedy with 
their prefent vtolencey let them new judge. The greater their 
violence^ the greater our ccnfidence of final fuccefs. Becaufe 
it will excite more public difcuirion^ which is all that is ne« 
ceflary for our purpofe. 

I have beeix infenfibly led much farther than I intended 
when I began this Prefaccy but the circumfancea of the 

times muft be my apology. If any per fin whofe eye it may 
catchy take an ufiful hint from ity it will be welli but an old 
and true proverb faySf Experience keeps a dear fchool, but 
fools will learn at no other. Nations^ and all great bodies 
of meny are generally in this fituation^ They wiU learn verj 
Uttk except in this dear fchool* 

♦ 

emd the dergy) iceit/Ueras a great fep towards the deJhnUHon of 
the bierarcby, Htmo powerful an infirument of reformation a heavy 
national debt mayr be, lue fee in the late gloriont revobltion in freUKOm 
May edl great evils produce as great a good. 
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LETTER I. 

On tbi Principle of Mr* Sum^s OhjtSfhn to my Sjafimng 
conarmng the Fir/on of Cbrift. 

REVEREND SIR, 

T_rAVlNG had many Ltturs^ and treatifes in almoil 
cvtry foroii addrefled to me on the (ul^cGk of tny re^ 
Hgious opinions, and knowing your zeal for what Is ufually 
called orthodoxy^ I ¥ras not furprized to (ee an advertifement. 

of Letters of yours to me^ though I could not imagine why 
they fhould be on the InfaUihility of the JpnftoHc Teftimony 
concerning the Perjcn of Chri/t, becaufe it was an authority 
which I had never called in queftion. 

I always took it for granted that the apoftles, and all the 
early difciptes of Cbrift, knew very well what kind of being 
their mafter was; and in all my writings on the fubjef^ my 
only objefl has been to a(certain, by their own writings in 
the iirft place, and other media of proof in the fecond, what 
was their opinion. This, I (hould have thought, mud 
have abundantly appeared from the whole drain of my con- 
troverGaF worl^ which are written In a manner not very 
liable to be underilood. For, having nothing to conceal 
and being indifierent to all confeqoences, in tlw (imple purv 
ftiit of trutfi, I always write with great franknefs, and coni» 
fe^uently with fufficient perfpicuity. 

Looking 
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Looking farther Into your Letters, I was furpriied to find 
that, without producing any evidence whatever from my 
own writings, you content yourfelf with taking it for 
granted that, in the queftibn concerning the pirjm 9f Cbrifi^ 
I intirely undervalue, and endeavour to invalidate, the 
authority oj tb£ fcnpiufiSy as knowing, or fufpe^ling, it to be 
againft me, and having recourfe to I know not what other 
Jhifts^ as you call them, p. 28. (which of courfe implies 
Mfingenuity^^ and a defign to uof^ upon my readers) to 
gain my purpofe. All this tsfo contrary to faffy and every 
appearance of fad, that, verfed as I am tn controverfy, I own 
myfelf for the firft time, at aioU how to reply to iuch grofs 
and unfounded calumny. 

All the pafTagcs you quote are froai tlie Theological Repoft- 
Urf^^ 'xn which! have maintained that iboie texts in the Old 
Teftament have been improperly quoted by writers in the 
New. But this is not the queftion between us, but whether 
they were mifled in their ideas concerning thiperfon of Chrifly 
fo as to miflead others, by fuch iiVi (-quotations. It does 
not follow that becauic I fuppofe the apoities to have been 
£dHblc in>^ things, that th^ weee theiefoce 1^^^ 

You muft certoiolyy Str^ have written for the ufc ef thofe 
only (and they are very many) who will never look into 
any of my writings, to fee whether your rcprefentations be 
fair or not. And, indeed, it )<; hardly poiTible for plain men, 
accuftomed to hear, and to ^peak truth, to fufpe£t that fuch 
charges as thofe in your Letters could be advanced without 
feme foundatton, efpecially as LiCttcrs p<ri)liflied and indii^ 
criminately iold, muft be open to my infpe<^ion as well as 
that of the world at large, io that your uoiair conduft 
would be liable to be expoled, 

• Ml . Bum only ii^fcrs from the congruity of pmtimeKt^ ami other cir* 
fimiftances, thai the pieces he quotes in this work are mine. But this, in 
point of etiquette (obfenred, I believe, by all writers) will not juftify his 
quoting tiieiu as mmt. However, had lie read tlie iaft number of the laft 
vafaunt of tkat woHk* he ^wouM havt fin tliat I adui0wh4ge tMi 

5 pen to be mine. I wiOadd, thatIdoi)ot jetfiemioatorrtmany 
iDg diat I Jiavs advanced i» <iiem, 

^ ^ Nol 
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' Not imagining, as you might do with rcfpecEl to mfy that 
this charge of ming againft yau will be admitted without 
proof»I fliall not follow your mmple^ in reprefcnting your 
ienttiiwnts in my words only, as in the above general ^te^ 
Oient, but fiiall give ytnr exvn. And, indeed, I read the 
paffages feveral times h^torc I could fatisfy myfelf that any 
man, and efpecially n chriftian, and a chriOian minifler, 
couid advance fuch unfounded ciiarges againd a fellow 
chriAian. 

With the g^erality of Proteftants,'* you iay p. 9. « i 
^ oonfider this teftimony," f vis. that of the apoftles con- 
cerning the p^rfbn of Chriil] as infallible. You have 

" taken ccQfidciabk pains to eftablifti the contrary doiih ine. 
— It is on this ground profcflediy that thearfrurrrent from 
the comparifon of fcripture with iifcJf, in proof of ChrilVs 
divinity, has by you^ been re|e^ed, as utterly impertinent 
and tnconelufive*'' 

Taking it then for granted, that I confider the apofllcs 

as incompetent witnefles in the cafe, you fay, p. 15, " II il e 

" teftiiiiony which the Spirit bore to Chrift — left the apof- 
ties ftill under the dominion of prejudice and miilakc 
concerning the pcrfon of theMei&ah, common fenfe will 
oblige lit to confider their qualifications as eflentially de« 
fieient.** Then you add (with what you would think 

lobe fome- i^iiiMwrJ It will .be difficult to conceive how 
fiieh condu£l in the apoflles could confift with the pro- 
mifc of their mafler, uiilefs we fuppofe that leading; others 
iuH irror^ and in a point too which formed no inconfider- 

" able part of their miiTion*, may be admitted as the 
evidence that thqr theoifelves were guided inte all truth*'* 

• Mr. Bum confiders the do£lrine concerning tbeferfin of Cbrift to be 
one of the obje£ls of the apoflolic miflion ; but it will not be eafy for him 
to prove this. Nothing of rhi? is faid in our Stiviour'*^ own inftiu6tions, or 
eomaiilTion,w}iich only requurc them to preach ihe^ofpcl to c^cry creature^ 
That this is implied in the term ^^^/muil bean arbitrary iuppolition,an<l 
cflttunly a thing of which theapolUet could have no idea at the time of 
f>ur Saviour^s fpeaking to diem. At that timei, Mr. Bum himifilf milft 
ftjrely allow, that they confidered him as being many though a prophet. 
lU always liffi aii4 converf^ with t^m aiiiach » and fiace* in the whole 

hiftory 
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You alfo give the following general view of my condu^ 

in this controverfy, the whole of it, however, taken from 
your own imaeination ; neiiher producing, nor, I will ven- 
tiMre to (ay, being able to produce, any evidence whatever 
for any one of the affertions in it, fome of which are indeed 
fuHiciently cointradtdory to otliers. 

• Let any man of candour attend to the manner, in 
" which you would difpofe of the argument from fcrip- 
ture in proof of the trinity : let him examine with care 
*' your very ingenious attempt to bring this only decifoue 
" mode of propf into difcredit by diverting the attentioa of 
" chriAians to early epiniens and general e^ftfideratieusy me^ 
*^ diums of proof which in the determination of this contro* 
•* vcrfy are little better than learned Impertinences ; Jet 
him contemplate you, now dtpofeng Chriil: and his apof- 
ties from the feat of infallible authority \ anon, exalting 
them on the (houlders of Ebion, and other his worthy 
contemporaries, as teachers fent from God. Let him be- 
U hold even Dr. Prieftley floundering in the toils of popifti 
Ibphiflry ; at one time invalidating the authority of fcrip- 
•* ture i at another, fupporting that authority by the teilr- 
mony of the church : and again, when expedient, bring- 
ing the authority of both into.queAion ! And what will be 
his inference from fuch condu^ ? Will he inftantly con- 
clude that a divine, who can have reoourfe to Jbifts like 
*^ thefe is ferietts^ when he talks of the fcriptures as favour* 
able to his opinions?" 

It appears to me that every tiling thnt you have here laid 
down as fa^s^ concerning my lentiments and condu(R" in 
the controverfy concerning the perfon of Chrid, has ariiea 
not from any attention that you have given to my real coo-» 
duA in it, becaufe it has been the very revcrfe of what you 

luftory of the A5b of the apoftlet, nothing is faid about bk naiwre^ it it 
evident that they had gained no new ideas on the fubjefl. Peter, after 

the defccnf of the Spirit, when Mr. Burn fuppofes his mind to be raoft 
fully illuminated, contents himfelf with calling Jefus a mm approved 
§/ God by figns and ^vondt rs wbicb God did bj bifftf which is certainly ^ 
ikicriptive o? nothing liighcr than a prophet. 

n defcrib« 
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defcrib^ but from your taking it for granted, that the 
dodrine of the divinity of Chrift is fo plainly taught in the 

fcriptures, that all but fools of knaves^ mud fee and acknow- 
kdp^e it, " If" you fay, p. 28, " the infallibility of this 
tertimony can once be eflablifhed, nothing farther feenns 
to be requifile to determine its fenfe in. favour of ortho* 
doxy, than a common underftaoding accompanied by 
chriftlan fimplicity.** 
* It follows, therefore, that, as I do not acknowledge this 
$rthoflox do^rine^ as you call it, I mud be deftinne either of 
common underftandingy or of cbrifUan fmplicity j and as you 
«re- pkaii:d to allow me the fomufy you mud of neceflity 
deny me thi iatter. Not being poflefled, then, of chn/tiam . 
fimplicity^ I have recourfe to what you call Jhifis^ that is, I 
fee the truth, and know it to be contained in the fcriptures, 
but, from fomc priiiciplc, or lome caufe, which you call, 
p. 27, a love of innovation*^ I perfift in denying it, and 
fighting ag^inft it, and againft the fcriptures too, be^ufe they 
contain it. 

Now, Sir, let the perfon whom you have brought to the 

bar of the public be heard in his own defence, with refpe£l 
to his treatment of the fcriptures, and the ufe that he has 
made of them in the controverfy concerning the perfon of 
Chrift, that it may be feen whether it httruitn fa&^ that I 
4h rgeft the authority of the fcriptures, as in^riimnt and 

* To Aew that I am a^uated by a hve ofhmovatm (which, howm 

ever, is an odd kind of principle, and leiids to no certtiin end) Mr. Burn 
ihouid fhcw that I am, or pretend to be, an innovator; wht^reas in all 
xny theological opinions I am; merely a follower of others. My ideas of 
hwiratkUf at which Mr. Bum takes the greateft alarm, are only thofe 
or Caftalioy Le CIcfc» and many otlien» the noftintelligent and excel- 
lent of men, and among the wft ehriftbns of the ages in which they 
lived. With icfpcfl to my opinion concerning the perfon of Chrift, I 
certainly cannot be laid to be any innovator; for thoufands confider 
hiin as merely a man mfpired of God^ and many from the eariieft times, 
as well as of late years, before I was a writer, or before I was born, have 
been of opinion^ as I am, he was the legitiniate ion of Jofeph and 
Manr. How then does it appear that I have been fo greatly mifled by 
the lo've of innovation ^ when in faft I have innovated in nothing at all, 
I may as well charge Mr. Burn with the love of innovation. For his 
opinions are as ^leculiar to bimlelf as mine arp to me. 



inconclufive^ 
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mewdufive^ tad whether I hive Hiktm $it pains yon laj I 

have done to prove this. 

As what I miy advance at prefent may be £uipe51ed to b« 
produced by the force of your expoilulations on the iubje^t, 
I (hail quote what I have faid kifan^ and in the courle of 
this vcrycontroverfy, which your Letters refpc^ and with 
which yo« ou^t to have been well acquainted. Now, 
you will find that you yourfclf cannot appetl to the fcrip- 
tures with more confidence ui proof of your opinion con- 
cerning the pcrlon of C{in!>, than I have always done in 
proot of mlnei having ever confidered the te/iimoay th§ 
tt^Jilts as being infallible in this cafi^ as much as yoQ caa 
do* And the queftion between us at pieient is not which 
of us appeals to the fcriptures with the greafeft propriety and 
effe<^, but wlwther I appeal to them at al/y or not, and 
whether I be willing to abide by their evidence. For you 
coniidef me as even labouring to invahdate it. Your con« 
dtt£^ on this oecafion is the more extraordinaiy, as it has 
been that of feveral of my other opponents, whole mifap» 
prehenfiops I hicve repeatedly eorreded* But there ieemt 
to be no end of replying to the fame calumny. 

The author of the tra<ft called Primittv^ Candour inade 
the fame objedion to my condu6^ in the following words^ 
^ I would modeftly and refpedfully aflc what can be the 
« ftafen that Dr. Prieftiey Aould put the idiie of this inip 
portant controverfy on the (eftimony of the Father^ 
«^ rather than on that of th^ infpired writers of the New 
«Teftament." 

To this I replied as follows, * If be will look into njy 

< other writings, he will find that I confider the fs^^finngc 

< hid of the Unitarians to be thi fcriftuns^ (t was, the 
^ ftudy of tb0 fcripturee that made me an UtUtarian; and X 
^ fMve faid it muft be that which will make others fi>. I 
« would take the liberty to refer him to my Jpp.al to thf 

* Profejfon of Qjrijiiamtf^ the Illuflraiwn of particular Tettis^ 

• the Qtntral View of Arguments^ &c. Jind the Introduiiion 

« to my huge iiiAoiy> wfakb I hope will foQO be in bia 

^ hands 
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« hafid<r» Howtvtr (if I may be Indulged in a little allegory) 
« thmldiig tnyfelf in foU peffeiRoii of Ail Jirdng bddisf mf 

* faith, 1 tliought I could alfo feize upon a certain eut-tvark^ 

* of fome importance, in which the enemy had thought 

* himlelf lecureJy lodc^ed. Accordingly I made a lally, and 

* diAodged him. Attempts have been made to difpoiTeft 

* ttie ef It) but hitherto they have been ine^ual. 1 a^ 
« now (IrengtfaetiJtig the fbftiflcationa bdonging to it; and 

* here I am determined to ftand a dofc and regular fiege, 

* COndiu'ied I hope by my prefent able opponent ; and if I 

* be compcikd to furrendcr, I hope to acquit myleif in fuch 
^ a manner, as to be entitled to leave it ^ith all the honoiira 
^of wan Still, faowerer, I ihall bare my Jlrong^Md to 

* retire into.* 

Surely,*' fays this writer, p. 8, ^ It mn([ be acknow- 

* Icdged, that the divinity of Chrift is a doctrine which the 
" facred faipturcs feem to maintain ; and Dr. Prieftley 

himfdf will not wonder that a plain imlettcred chriftian, 
^ who has borrowed but little light from philofb^y, (honld 
^ imagine he leads it thett.'* * So, I own the cafe dtd api 

* pear to myfdf formerly. But as I read them r,ow^ the 

* fcriptures do not fee in to teach any fuch do6\nne, but, in 
' the plaineft of all language, fuch as the moil unlettered 
< diriftian muft midetlhind, they uniformly and emphatic 
^cally teadi the contrary dodrine, tid. that the Father ia 

* the only tme God> and Chrlfttfae creature, the meflenger^ 

* and the fervant of that God. 

* Without entering particularly into the argument at pre- 

* fent, I appeal to the general tenor of the fcriptures, in 

* which God and Ckrj/I m eonftantly mentioned aa h&xip^ 
*or perfons, of a quite different rank^ much more fofhan 

* mem and beojf. They are never once confounded ; and 

* in no fenfe whatever, not even in the low eft of all, is 
' Chrift fo much as called God in all the New TeQament. 
^ I beg my candid amagonift only to read over the few foU 
' lowing plain ifoflagee, and let him Ary, if be does not find 
' great difficulty in accommodating them to Ms tyftem« 

<And 
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* And tbefe are only a few of what I miglu have produced^ 

*'as coQtainingi in the plaineft words, the fiime great doc-* 
trine. 

* Exod. XX. 3. Thou {halt have no other God beftdes me. 

* Deut. vi. 4. Hear^ 0 Ifrael^ the Lord our God is one Lord^ 

* which is called (Mark xii. 29.) by our Saviour hiuiidf, 
^ the firfi of all the commandments, i Cor. viii. 6« T^an tbtrg 

is but 9Ht Godj the Father^ of whom are all things^ and 

* in him I and one Lord Jefus Chrift^ by whom an all things^ 
^ and w€ Bf him, £ph. Iv* 56, One Lordy one faith ^ oh€ 

* bapiifm. One Gody and Father of ally who is above all^ and 

* through ally and in you all, I Tim. ii. 5. For there i: 

* one Gody and one tnedtator between God and men^ the man 
^ Jefus Chrift. 

* With itfped to that onetext^ which this writer fele^s, 

* as no doubt thinking it to be particularly favourable to his 

* purpofe, viz. I John v. 20. Jnd we are in ijim that is true^ 

* even in his fon Jefus Chrift, This is the true God and 
^ itirnal life* I take the liberty to refer him to my Illuf* 

* tration of partictdar Texts of Scripture^ p. 31, where h^ 
may ieam that by the phmfes, viz. bim that is true^ and 

* the true God^ we are to underftand God the Father only, 

* the fame whom our Saviour liinifelf exprefsly ftiles the 

* only true Gody when, in his iolemn prayer (John xvii. 3.) 

* he faid that they might know thee the only true Gody and 

* Jefus Chrift whom then baft fent. This alone (hould make 

* us confider any interpretation of a pafTage which (hould 

* make it fay that there was another true God^ as neceffarily 

* wrong, whatever other meaning H^ould be put upon it. 

* Suppofmg that in fome part of the Engiilh Old Teftament 

* (in which the do£lrine of the unity of God is fo fully 
*• uu|ht) it ihould be faid that Mofea was the true God i 
^ would any man, on that account, believe him to be lb* 

* He would immediately fay that it muft either be a wrong 
' tranllation, that fomething elfe was intended bcfidcs what 
^ the words feemed to import, or that the paiTage was an 

* interpolation. 

If 



L lyui^cd by Google 



Rev. Edw. Burn. aaj 

- * If we be' inflaenced by what only fnmt to be contained 

* in the fcriptures, without ufing our reafon in the interprc- 

* tation of them, we may as well at onCc admit the doc- 

* trine of tranfubftantiatipn. For nothing can be moredi- 

* re<5^1y taught in the wttrdt of fcripturc. Does not our 
^ Saviour himfelf fay (Matt. xxvi. 26.) Taki eaty this is mf 

* hody ; and likewife, v. 27, drink ye all of it, for this is mf 

* blood? Did he not alfo fay, in the fynagogue of Caper- 

* naum, Ferily^ verily I fay unto you^ excfpt ye eat the flejb 

* of the Son of man and drink his bloody ye have no hfe in yoUm 

* He that eatetb my fitfb and drinketh my blood dwelUtb in mt 

* and I in him^ with much more to the £iaie puipofe? 

* There is no maxim of criticifm dearer than this, viz* 

* that no man of common uhderftanding could mean to fay 

* either what was manifeftly abfurd, or what fhould be a 

* fiat contradidion to what he had exprefsly and repeatedly 

< aiTerted. Now, nothing can be more abfurd than the 
^ dodrineof three divine perfons making only m God^ nor 

* can any writers more exprefly contradiA themielves, than 

< by firft teaching the dodrine of one Gody calling that God 

* the Father ; and even ihe God and Father of Chri/iy and 

* then faying that this Chrid is himfelf God, equal to his 
« own God and father. If I could make no fenfe at all of 

, * any panicular paflages, that might be found in any of the 

* facred writings, I fhould fay, without icruple, that this 

* could not be their fenfe/ 

As your Letters, Sir, fappofe that you have attended to 
the courfs of this controverfy, you muft, I prefume, have 
read this pai&ge. With what face, then, can you fay that 
my appeal is not to ihe fcriptures^ and that I refufe to abid^ 
by their evidence ? 

In my reply to Dr. Purkis, who charp^ed the Soclnians 
in general, with a ^ fceptical defire of explaining away 

* the phrafeology of fcriptuce/ I faid, ^ The pkin language 
^ of fcripture is much jmore in favour of Unitarianifm than 

* of the do6lrine of the trinity, and itis with difficulty made 

< to accord to Uie kucr. The great dodrine of the (Irici 

*' unity 
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« unity of God^ and alfo that of the pure humanity of Chnfl I's 

* the common language of the kriptures, >vhere no figure 
*is uftid, or can be Aifpe^ed. As when the apoi^le iays 

< (l Tim. Ii«^5«) ^« usibiriismeG$df endpnem^di^hi^ 

iht wtdn Chrift Jffus* By what coiv* 

* ftru<5^ion of words and {)hraies caa the dodriae of tlic 
•trinity be reconciled with this palTage ? Muft not the 

* Jiteral meaning be explained away before it can be made 

* confident with this myftcrious dodrtne I 

^ The texts which the Unitarians have to accommodate 

* to their fyftem are very (eW indeed, compared with thofe 

* which the Trimtanaiis muit fubje^ to their niode of 

* torture.* 

Perhaps you wiH fay that, thefe pieces bdng written in an 
early period of the controverfy, you had overiookcd them. 
Bot» fttrdy, yon moft at leaft Ittve read that part of the coq«> 
troverfy, in which your great champion, tiie learned Bilhop 
of St. David^s, is concerned. He more than once made 
the iame groundiefs objcdlion that you now do, and I more 
than on^e replied to it \ the fecond time reminding him of 
what I had obferved before. Pleafe, Sir, to perofethe foK 
lowing extra6^s from my Letters to him, when Archdeacon 

of St. Alban's. 

But perhaps the molt extraordinary part of your whole 

^ work will be thought to be the following. In anfwer to 

^ my faying that many paiTages in fcripture inculcate the 
doSiine of thie divine unity in the cleared and ftrongeft 
manner." you fay, p. 141. " Be pleafcd, Sir, to produce 

" one of the many meaning evidently, that there is no 

* fuch pafiage ; and p. 17. you add, " the Unitarians them- 

felves ^r^/f not that their do^rine is to be found in the 
plain literal fenfe of holy writ. On the contrary, they take 
the greateft pains to explain away the literal meaning.'* 
* Now, Sir, if you had really read any unitarian trcatifc 

* at all, you muft have known that this repreientation is the 

< reverfe of the fa£(. We Unitariatw ceruinly fntend at 

* kiift, whether we he abie to.prove it or ao^ that th^ giimrai 
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* ienor ; ana plain literal fenfe of fcripture is in our favour, ' 

* that they are only particular textSy and thofe ili-underftood, 
*^that you avail yourfelves of ; and we fay, that there is no 
' difficulty in interpreting even thofe texts in perfeil con- 

* fiftency with the unitarian dod^rine, if the true idiom of 

* the language be confidered. 

* You complain of my not readings but only looking 

* through authors. But furcly, you cannot have even 

* looked through the very Letters of mine that you are pro- 

* fefledly replying to. Let me therefore, bring again before 

* your view, a paragraph or two in thofe Letters, which, as 
'far as pretenfions go, dire^ily contradi(5t your confident 

* aflertion. See p. 90, v.here you will find as follows : " I 

will venture to fay, that for one text in which you can 
*^ pretend to find any thing harOi, or difficult to me, I will 
" engage to produce ten that fhall create more difficulty to 

you. How flrangely muft you torture the plainell Ian- 
" guage, and in which there is not a fhadow of figure, to 
*^ interpret to your purpofe, i Tim. ii. 5. There is one 
*^ Gody and one mediator between God and men^ the man Chrijl 

yefus, I Cor. viii. 6. To us there is But one God, the Fa- 

ther, of xihom are all things^ and we in him, and one Lord 

y^fi*^ ^^^ift-i h '^^^orn are all things, and we by him ; or 
" that expreffion of our Saviour himfelf, John xvii. 2. That 

they might know thee, the only true God, and jfefus Chrijl 
" ivhom thou hajl fent. Never upbraid us Unitarians with 
" torturing the fcriptures, while you have thefe, and a hun- 
" dred other plain texts, to ftrain at, and to bend to your 
" hypothefis ; befides m^ny general arguments, from reafon 
" and the fcriptures, of more real force than any particular 

texts, to anfwer.*' 

* This, Sir, was certainly anfwering your challenge to 

* produce one plain text in favour of the unitarian dod^rine 

* before it was thrown out. I appeal to yourfelf for the 
' obvious fenfe of the pafTages 1 have now recited ; and you 

* fay, p. 23, " It is a principle with me, that the true fenfe 
" of any phrafe in the New Teftament is what may be 

" called 
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called its lUndlng fenfe, that which will be tl^e firfl to 
" occur to coaiinon people, of every country, and in every 
" age. 

* I would aifo refer you to a fmall piece I lately publifhed, 

* entitled, Jgimral Fiiw of tb€ Arguments for thi Unity of 
^ God^ and agamjl the Divinity and Pre^^xi^ena of Chrifi^ 

* from Reafortyfrom the Scriptures^ and from Hijiory^ which 

* you feem to have fccn, as you refer to my two- penny 

* pamphletsy for this is fold for two-pence. There you will 

< find, not only that Socinians pretend to have the clear 

< fenfe of fcripture in thetr favour, but many of thofe paiTag^s 
^ cxpreflive of that clear fenfe, produced. I there ol>ferve, 

* p. xo, that " the fcripturcs contain the cleared and the 
*' moft exprefs declarations, that there is but one God^ with- 

out ever mentioning any exception in favour of a trinity, 
^ or guarding us againft being led into any miQake by fucli 
<^ general and unlimited expreffions/' And if this language, 

* as you fuppofe^ always refpeded the multiplicity of gods 

* among the heathens, why is this one God, in the New 

* 7'e(iament always called the Father^ and even the God and 

* Father oj our Lord Jejus Chri/i ; and why are we no where 

* told that this one God is the trinity^ confiding of Father^ 

< the SoHf and the Hoiy Gboft ? This, Sir, is the language 
^ of your litany only. The Bible ufed in our conventicles^ 

* contains no fnch barbarous jargon. 

* I would alfo recommend to your perufal another pam- 
^ phlet of mine, called, An Appeal to the ferious and candid 

* Profeffors of Chrijiianity^ of which more than tea tboufand 
\ have been fold for a penny each % and of this I have lately 

< publiflied a new edition, and have annexed to it the remark* 

* able Trial of Air. Elwally of Wolverhampton, in tliis 

* neighbourhood, for his publications in defence of theSoci- 

< nian doctrine. Thefe fmall publications of mine have> I 

< truft, done much good, though you will call it much mif-» 

* chief, in this counhy. I njoice in perceiving the increaf« 
^ of this good, or this mifchief, every day ; and I have no 

* doubt of the fuccefsful fpread of religious truth by means 
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^ of thefe publications^ notwithltanding all you can do to 
< coumera^ them/ 
It may appear Grange to quote To much from my own 

writings ; but is it not moreftrange that your conduct, Sir, 
(hould make this of mint necejfary ? The quotations, how- 
ever, abundantly prove that, whether I undciHand the 
fcriptures or not, I am not afraid to appeal to them, and that 
I even make the great hinge of this controverfy to turn 
upon them i though you infift upon it that I profcjfedlf 
rejedf the argument from the fcriptures, as impertingnt qnd 
inconclufeve. 

After reading your Letters, I fliall not wonder at your 
fiill per{i(ling in faying, that I even now reject the autho-> 
rity of fcripture. For I can fay nothing Wronger on the 
fu^ed than I haveTepeatedly done before. iThis conduft 
of yours puts me in mind of the humorous attempt of Dean 
Swift to prove againft Partridge himfelf, that he was dead ; 
and vrhen the poor man rephed, that if he was dead, h« 
could not have anfwered him, the dean faid that fuch an 
argument was to no purpofe, as no manU evidence could 
be admitted in favour of himfelf. So you, Sir, will per- 
haps allege that, though the quedibn between us is fimply 
whether I appeal to the fcriptures or not, my own adual 
and repeated appealing to them is to be confidered as no 
evidence at alL You will next, I fuppofe maintain that the 
publications are not mine. Indeed, there is no other method 
of fupporting your accufation of me, and of vindicating 
yourfelf. However, you will not eafily find any other per- 
fon who will chufe to lay claim to them. 



I am, &c. 
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LETTER n. 

Of the Argument for the Divlmty of Chrtjl from Heh. i. 

REV. SIR, 

TJAVING confidently afl'erted, and feverely cenfured, my 
utter rgedion and contempt of fcripture evidence, iti 
the controverfy concerning the perfon of Chrift ; you pro- 
ceed to a particular inftance, as an exemplification of my 
conduct in it. And as it happens that I have adlually con- 
lidered the very fame text that you produce for this pur- 
pofe, our readers will have an opportunity of comparing 
your reprefentation of my treatment of this paiTage with my 
own a^ua] treatment of it, in a treatife publifiied long be- 
fore your Letters were written, and probably long before 
you were of age to write at all; and the contrail will be not 
a little (Iriking. 

" I will endeavour/' you fay, p. lo, "to ft ate this opi- 
nion by an example. Suppofe the fixth verfe of the 
^ forty-fifth pfalm. Thy throne^ O God, is for ever and 
ever : the fceptrc of thy kingdom is a right fceptre.** 
Let this, in connexion with its parallel place in the firfl 
" chapter of Hebrews, 8th verfe, be the paffage adduced ia 
favour of Chrid's divinity ; according to your hypotfaefis 
there is no dependence to be placed on the argument, 
^ becaufe the apodle, in his application of this fcripture to 
the Mefliah, was rrnflei hy a prejudice common among the 
" Jews^ refpeSfing ib:s and other paffbges of the Old Tejia^ 
ment. In this ftatement, the principle at leaft of your 
objedion, is faithfully preferved ; a principle which I ihall 
now proceed to prove, has for its objed, not the emenda- 
tion of an interpolated paffige, nor the corre61ion of fuch 
cafual errors as arc incident to every writer of antiquity, 
«( but the total dcoiolitioa of revealed truth/' 

You 
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You then proceed to coniider, and reply to, this tr cat- 
ment of the paiTage in queflion, taking it for granted, that 
it was miMf at leaft that tbeprincipU^ as you fay, rfn^ ob^ 
Jelfhn is faithfully pnferved in it. With what fidelity let our 
readers now judge for themfelves. 

In my Illufiration of particular- Paff.iges of Scrifturcy firft 
pubiiftied in the year 1772, I confider this very text ; and 
after perufing your Letters, the reader muft be lurprized to 
find that, inCtead of going upon the principle of the writer 
being mijkd hy any prejudice^ fo that no dependence can 
be placed upon his argument, I a6(ual]y explain it on the 
very oppoiitc principle, viz. of its bciiig a very proper cita- 
tion ; the paflage quoted not being at all niirundcrftood by 
the apollle, and fully proving what he had in view, which 
was not the divinity of Chrift, but his dig nlty^ as conferred 
upon him by God ; the charader and authority of God, on 
which that of Chrift refted, being properly mentioned on 
theoccafion. What I thenwrotCi and which I dill appro ve^ 
is as follows, p. 34. 

* Heb. i. 10. jind thou^ Lord^ in the 'Begtnntng haft laid 

* tbi foundation of the earthy he. As there are feverai ex- 
' predions in the fird part of this chapter, which are not 

eafy to be underftood, I fiiall give a brief explanation of 
^ them all, in their order. The great obje6tion which the 

* Jews made to chriftianity being the meannefs of Chrift's 

* appearance, and the ignominious death that he fufFered ; 

* to obviate this, the author of this epirtle begins with re- 

* prefenting the great dignity to which, for the fuffering of 

* death, Chrift is now exalted at the right hand of God. 
^ Having faid that, God^ in tbifi lajl days^ bad fyoken U us 
^ 'hf j^fV ^M, - he immediately adds, ver. 2, wbom bt batb 

* appointed heir^ or Lord, of all things ; by ivhom alfo hi 
' * madey or appointed, not the material worlds^ but the ages ; 

* that is the prefcnt difpenfation of God's government over 
^.mankind, which is efiabliflied by the gofpel, the adminif- 
^ tration of which is committed to the Son. Wb9 being tbe 

* ^brightnefs of his (that is. God's) gkry^ and tbe exprefs 

0^3 ^ image 
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* images/ his (tlvat is God's) per/on^ and upholding all things 

* the word of his (that is God's) power^ bic fat down on 

< tbi right band of the majefiy on high* It is plain from this 

< paiTagc, that whatever Chtift is, he is by divine appoint- 

* ment, whom he appointed heir of all things, 

* Afterwards this writer proceeds to prove that Chrift is 
ruperior to angels, and at tlie clofe of tlus argument, he 

* has thefe wordS) but concerning the fon he fays^ Thy tbrone^ 
^ O Godf is fir over and evor ; or as it may be rendered^ God 

* is thy throne for ever and ever ; that is, God will e(labli(h 
•the authority of Chrill till time lliall be no more. A 
^ fceptre of righteoufnefs is the fceptre of thy kingdom* Thou hafi 

* loved righteoufnefs and hated iniquity^ therefore Godj even, 

* ti^ Qod^ has anointed ^hee with the oil of gladnefs above thy. 
^fellows. From this paiTa^ nothing can be more plaint 

* than that whatever authority belongs to Chri(^, he has a 

* fuperior from whom he derives it ; God^ even thy Cod^ has 

* anointed thee. This could never have been faid of the one 

* true God, whofe being and power are underived. 

< In verfes lo, ii^ 12, the apoftie quotes an yddctfr to 

* God) a» the great Creat<^ and everlafting Ruler of tb^ 

* univerfe, but without any hint of its being applied to Chriftjk 

< from Pfalm cii. 25, 27. Jnd thou^ Lordy in the beginning 

* hafi laid the foundation of the earthy and the heavens ar^ 

* the works of thine hands, They /hall perijh^ hut thou 

* maineji % and they aU flmll wax old as doth a garment^ emd 

* as a vefture fhalt thou fild them upy and they fiall ts 

< changed : hut thou art the fame^ and thy years Jhall not 
^ foil. This quotation was probably made with a view to 
^ cxprefs the great honour conferred on ChrA^l, on account- 

* of the dignity of the perfon who conferred it. For it 

* immediately follows, iter. 13, But to which if the angeh 
^faid hoy that is, the great Being to whom this defcripiion 

* belongs, Sit ihou on my right hand until I make thine ene-^ 

* //lies thy fcct-jhol Or, fince this quotaition from the 
^ Plalmiii deicnbes a perpetuity of empire in God, it may 
' b^ intended to intimate a peipetuity of empire ii| ChriA 

* who 
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< who holds his authority from God, and who muil hold 
^ it, unlefs God himfelf be unable to fupport it*' 

This, Sir, I hope, will be a kifixi to you ki your fiiturtf 
attempls at controverfy, and teach you not to write from 

imagination tmly^ but to have fome fa£is to go upon. What 
would you think, of a judge, or jury, who fhould treat a 
criminal as you have done mc, that is, condemn him not 
only without evidence^ but contrary U tvidtnce^ and that of 
Ibc platneift kind ? 

' I do not profefs, any more than you do, in this cor«* 

refpondcnce, to enter into the conuoverfy itlclr, but only to- 
coiifider the principle^ or ^ronnd^ on which it proceeds. I 
cannot, however, avoid obferving with refpe^i to thefe quo- 
tadons from the Pdidm^ by the writer of the epiftle to the 
Qebrawa (which you» I doubt not, think fo decifivdy ii» 
fiiyour of the proper divinity of Chrift, that I muft renounce 
all icripture authority before I can evade the force of them)^ 
that if your interpretation be juii, worfe conlequcnces will 
follow than any of thofe which you have afcribed to mf 
principle^ and which it behoves you and your Mends tor 
eooficlef • It is, that if the perfon here defcribed by the 
charaders of htm who laid the foundation of the earthy the 
work of tuhofe hands are the heavens^ who will even change 
them with as much eaft as a garment^ and who is for ever 
imchmigttthly the fame^ be defcriptive of Chrifi^ tho'e is no 
filch peribn as G^i ih§ Father at all. For, oertsnnlyy the^ 
Bnnf who is thua defcribed by the Pfalmift was the only 
God that he acknowledged, or that is acknowledged in all 
the Old TeOament, and confequently in the New. For 
make what you wiil of the word elohim^ there certainly is 
but one Jehovah* And thus tftiat great Being, to whom 
ChdKlhimielf prayed, as the vnfy true Godf John xvil. 3* 
win not only be no God at all, but an abfokite non-entity, 
and whofe abfence from the creation would not be miffed, 
Blafphemous and dreadful confequences are frequently 
afcribed to my opinkias % but what are they, Sir, in compa* 
rafon of this f It is moie than ittbrmng\ it is no lefs than, 

0^4 rnimbUiOing 
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anmhilathig^ the Almighty Maker of all thine*^, and fettmg 
up a mortal man (one who aflually did die^ and whom 
. God raifed from the dead) in his place. 

There is'another paflage of fcripture ia the interpretation 
of which you exceedingly exttlt> vis. Pf. ex. i. quoted by 
our Saviour as applicable to the Melliah, calling any inter- 
pretation th:it I can give of it, p. 19, the very extreme 

of impiety, hoftile to the authority of the New l eftament, 

and utterly inconfiftent with his character who was en- 
" dued with the holy Spirit without meafure." You here- 
' upon requeft my explicit anfwer to our Lord's queftion> If 
David then call him Lord^ how is hi his fon, " No doubt," 
you infultingly add, "your fu[)crior advantages of know- 
*' ledge, in this as in all other refpeds, will eflfedually 
" fecure you from the imbarrajfment^ and confequent 
fiUnce of thofe to whom the queftion was originally 

propounded." 

Now, Sir, I feel no tmharraffmint on the Aibje^^, and 

therefore i.o caufe for the filencc to which you imagine you 
have reduced me. ThePharifees confidered their Mefliah 
as another David, viz. a great king and conqueror \ nor 
does it appear that they had any idea of his being a perfon 
Aiperior to David in any refped« It might, therefor^ well 
puzzle them to find that David (hould call him L»rd\ as I 
think it muft not a little puzzle you to make out how a God 
ecu 111 be the Sju of niafi^ or how it fhould be necefiary that 
Jefus Ihould have the Spirit of God without meafure^ to en- 
able him to work miracles, if he had that power in him/elf^ 
independent of this Spirit^ or of that God whofe Spirit it 
is. Meanly as, in your idea, we Unitarians think of 
Chnft, we confider him as a perfon greatly fuperior to 
David, and very juftly called his Lord and Matter, as well 
as ours. When his proper kingdom takes place, he will be 
king over David hunielf. If you afk how came one man 
to be fo greatly exalted above others, I afk how came 
Damd, who was oolyzjh^phird's hy^ to be made fo great a 

Whether 
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Whether Jefus confidered the paflag^c he quoted as ori- 
ginally relating to himleif, or whether he only argued witli 
the Pharifees, as he frequently did, on their own principles, 
does not appear. I feel no embarraflinent in confequence 
of either fuppofitlon, though I coniider the paflage as re- 
lating to David, or Solomon, only. But this fubjed I have 
difcLifTed elfewhcre. Whatl have advanced is fubmittcd to 
the judgment of the public, and I am willing that it (hould 
ftand or fall by its own weight. 

I am, &c» 



LETTER III. 

Of the Reajons for appealing to Early Opinions concerning 

the Perfott of Chrijh 

REV. SIR, 

'VT'OUR account of the ground^ acprineipUj of my en ) 
•* qulry into the fentiments of the early Qtrtftians con- 
cerning the perfon of Chrift appears as ftrange to me, as 
your account of my treatment of fcrtpture authority on the 
fubjed. That fo very plain a bufinefs, and for which I 
1)ave fo frequently given the plained reafons, could be fo 
gready mifunderftood, and mifreprefented, is, I think, not a 
little extraordinary. ^ It has as often," you fay, p. 5, 
" as I have confidered the fubjefl-, appeared to me in a 
high degree prepofterous to advert to early opinions ia 
proot of a dodlrine, which, from its nature, can ulti- 
*^ mately be determined by the fcriptures only. Difcufiions 
of this nature," you fay, p. 6> ^ can do little more than 
^ excite the fneer of infidelity, and are manifedly incon* 
gruous and abfurd.'* Again, p. 28, you reprcfcnt them 

as 
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as an ingenious attempt to bring the only decifive mode 
<^ of proof into difcredit,** aod call my arguments ^ me* 
diums of proof which in the determination of this con* 

•* troveriy arc little better than learned impcj unences." 

As it is evident that you have never read, or, which 
comes to tiie lame thing, have never confidtrtd^ what 1 havo 
already advanced on this fubjedl, I fiiall once more placa 

fore you two of the paiTag^s which fufficiently explain tbo 
reafons of my condudl. To the author of Primitive Cm"* 
dour I Tay, p. 98, ' I am not a little furprized that this 
' learned aiid ingenious writer (hould need to be informed, 
^ that) to afcertain the opinion of the chriflian world in the 
*• age immediately following that of the apoQles, cannot but 

* be of great ufc in order to afcertain the opinion of the apof^ 
« ties themfelves, and confequently the true fenfe of their 

* writings. There may be many caufes which at this dif- 

* tancc of time may millcad us in our interpretation of their 

* writings; but they mull have been underftood by thofe 
^ for wlMsfe vie they were written, and who could have.haii 

* recourfe to the writers themfidve&to explain their meaning^ 
« if it had been doubtful, 

' I have no doubt but that,- if this writer htmfelf could 

* clearly prove, from independent evidence, that the com- 
^ mon people among the early chriftians, both Jews and 
^ Gentiles, were ivch Trinitarians as he is> he would mak« 
«no inaH account of the fad, as being, nearly deeifive ia 
< pro«# of the- apodks having been Trinitarians, and tha» 
^ the do^rineof ^e trinity is contained in their writings. 
' I think that I can prove that the chriftians of the early 
^ages were Unitarians, and this is one reafon, independent- 
^ of my own interpretation of their writings^ why Icon-^ 
^dude that the apoftles were ib/ 

^ At my letter to Mr. Barnard, I fay to the (ame purpofe, 
p. 83i ^ You think it extniordinary, p. 334, that I fiiould 

* have recourfe to fuch guides as the fathers to fettle my 
*■ opinion concerning the do6^rine of the trinity, thinkiniT, 

* i fuppofci that the itudy of the fcripiurts might render all 

* other 
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* other helps uoneceflaiy. Now I have more than once 
^ given my reafons for this conduft. It is, in (hort) this, 
^ Chriftians are not agreed in the interpretation offcriptur^ 

* langua^^e ; but as all men are ag^reed with refpect to the 

* nature of hifiorlcal evidence^ I thought that we might per- 
^ haps better determine by hiflory what was the faith of 
^ chriftians in early timee^ independently of any aid from . 
^ the fcriplures. And it appeared to be no unnatnral pre<^ 
< fumption that, whatever that fhould appear to be, fuch 

* was the do6lrine of the apoflles from whom their faith 
^ 'was derived ; and that by this means we ihould be pof« 

* ieiTed of a pretty good gyide for difcovering the true feniii 

* of the fcriptures.* 

If, after reading thefe paflages, yoil fiill have no clearer 
idea of the nature and objedl of my late difquifitions, con- 
cerning the opinions of early times, than you had when vou 

wrote your Letters to me» I am not able to do any thing 
more for you, and 117 condu^ muft iUll remain as inex-> 
pllcable as ever. 

Your curious allofion, p. 28, to my fioundertng in the 

tolls of popifl) fophljhy in this inquiry fhcws, if you have any 
meaning at all, your total mifapprchenfion of this bufinefs. 
For I have had little or nothing to do with any writers that 
are ever called popifii\ having quoted only ibo(o chrjfiiai$ 
fgthirs vrith whom the doctrine of the trinity originated, 
and whofe own account of it I have faithfully exhibited, 
that my readers might fee from what principles this ftrange 
dodkine of thru ptrjons in one God (a do£lrine as abfurd in 
itfel^ and in every poiBble explanation of it, as it is abhor** 
rent to the whole tenor of revelation) firft rofe» and how 
difierentty, and abfurdly, it has, in all its (bges, been ex- 
plained. It was not therefore ?ny floundering, but the 
floundering of the fathers of your own faith, and your own 
fiounderings, who have followed themy that has contributed 
to your amufement, as well as mine. 

What you quote from Mr. Seedi* in vindication of the 
condudl of xhok learned individuals^ as you call them, p. 6, 

who 
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trmitarians (fays he) iird introduced metaphyiics into 
the queftioni on purpofe to perplex it with laboured ab« 
Ara£^ions, and ftudied re6ncment$$ and then the Caibo' 
** Uc$ were obliged, though relu^antly, to follow them 
through all their mazes and windings, to (hew that the 
do6lrine would abide the tefl of metaphyfics. For if fome 
men's underftandings, like the earth under the curfe^ will 
be fruitful of little elfe but thorns and briars to entangle 
and perplex $ it is a duty inciunbent on the labourers in 
*^ the vineyard to wad the foil, and not let the doArine be 
•* cveK'Tun and choaked by them.*' 

Now there is no inftance of any Unitarian having; had 
recourfe to metaphyfical reafoning till the platonizing fathers, 
the authors of the dodrine of the trinity, did fo. It is this 
do6trine only, and not that of the Unitarians, that nquins 
any metaphyfics. Had all chriftians been content, as the 
Unitarians are, with confidering the fupreme Fathtr as tb$ 
one true God^ and Jefus, like Mofes and other prophets, as 
it man fent of God^ no nice dillindlions hnd been jieceflary. 
For God and man are very different beings. But when 
Chrift was firft reprefented as an attribute of the Father 
firfinified^ and then as God equal to the Father^ a diftin^fc 
divine perfon^ and yet not another God^ then came in meta^ 
phy/ics^xhzt is, the moft fubtlc diftindibns, or rather the moft 
palpable nonfenfe on the one hand, in order to reconcile 
the moft maiiifeft con-tradictlons, and accurate difculfion on 
the o|her) to ihew the infignificance of fuch diftini^ions. 



I am, &c« 
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LETTER IV. 
Of the Do^rine of Inf^iration. 

REV. SIR, 

THE fubje^of the Fn/pirathnof thi Scrtpiuns^ on which 
you enlarge fo much, I have no occafion to difcufs 
with ysu, becaufe I allow the infallibility of the writers 
as far as the queltion between us is concerned. BeGdeSy 
our difference on this head is not fo great as you would give 
your readers to underftand. For you allow, NeU^ p. ,27, 
inaccuracies^ of fome kind or other, in their writings, and 
fay that, " where there was no extraordinary occafion to ia- 
terpofe, God did not think fit to interpofe in an extra- 
ordinary manner.*' We adopt, therefore, the fame ruic^ 
and only differ in our application of it ; you confidering 
thofe as ixtraordinary occafions^ which I fee in a different 
light ; and as you judge by your own reafon, what thofe ex- 
traordinary occafions are, I do the fame by mine, which is 
only fctting up the reafon of one man againfl that of another, 
and not againft God, which you perpetually iniinuate that 
Ido, ^ 

You add, indeed, that befides this plenary infpirathnvfhere^ 
it was neceffary, the authors were fo far fuperintended in 

" writir.g as to fecure them from all error.** But tliis, Sir, 
is arbitrarily aflerted, and more than your own general ?riaxi?n 
requires. For had Paul, for example, forgotten himfelf^ 
and left his cloak fomewhere elfe than at Troas^ you would 
hardly have thought that a proper occcafion for a divine in« 
terpofition, to redify the miftake. Now there is no error 
that I afcribe to the apoftles of any more confequencc to 
Ithe real objefl of their milTion, than fuch a miftake as this. 

As to the per/on of Chrift^ it was impoilible, without any 
infpiration, for the Apoftles to be under any miflake about 

iti 
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it ; and what they thought of him, both before and after 
his refurredioni ia evident from their language concerning 
him* Before that event they confidered him (Luke xxiv* 

19) as <7 prophft mighty in word and dcedy before God aud aU 
the people \ and after the defcent of the holy fpirit, when yon 
fuppoie them to have been divinely illuminated, as a man 
approved of God by miracles and wonders and figns which God 
did h i^in^ (Ads it. 22) whom men bad put to deatbj hut 
whom G0d bad raifed from the dead. Thefe are all chaffic* 
tcrs defcriptive of a pr^pbct^ and what the Jews meant by 
that term is well known. Moies was a prophet, Samuel, 
Ifaiah, Jeremiah, &c. were prophets, that is, men infpired 
hj God, not themfeWes Gods. Such a prophet, therefore, 
no doubt, the apoftles and early chriftlans took Chrift to 
be, when they gave lum that name, and afcribed to him 
thofc chara6\ers. 

Though I have no occafion, as I have obfcrved, to dif- 
cufs the fubfed of infpiration with you, I cannot forbear 
quoting fome extraordinary paragraphs of yours rdating to 
it, efpecially fome of thofe in which you reprefent the een- 
feqnences of my opinions, that our readers may judge for 
themfelves how confiHent they are with your declaring 
p. 23, that you would not wantonly place my opinions 
in an invidious point of light. Many of our readers, 
however, will probably think that the word not is here in- 
ferted by an error of the prefs, becaufe the following para- 
gnphs will do much better without it — I would not 
wantonly place your opinions in an invidious point oi 
light ; but I would ftriouily allc, may not any man, con- 
<^ fiftently enough with your dodrine, let up a defence of 
^ the worft opinions, and even excufe the moft villainous 
" pradlice by only alleging, that the paflages of fcripture 
•* which condemn, or prohibit his conduft are not of divine 
authority I This confequence. Sir, however Ihocking 
to common fenf<^ and fubveriivcof every found principle 
^ of morality, feems to my mind, the ncceflary refult oC 
** this dangerous opinion. For, let the ftable bafis of m« 

fallible 
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faUihle infpiration be once dertroyed, and it will inevitably 
^ follow, that the authority of the New Teftament muft 
revert to private judgment. 

It is fertottfly incumbent (p. 25) upon Dr. Prtefllcy, 
before he utterly renounces the authority of fcripturc, to 
** produce fome more efficacious and ex[)!icit ground of moral 
obligation. Your theory of infpiration appears (p. 26) to 
my under^landing, big with every mifchief. I tremble^ 
^ (tbid) at the application of your pridcipk ! Under its 
aufpicies the det^logut is not more fecure than the apojleltt 
tr/iimony. For if the reafon ot tlie individual is to be the 
*' foie umpire in matters offaifh^ why not in the choice of 
conduSI alfo ? It is evident, Sir, from your own example, 
that there is no authority which this reafon may not di(^ 
pute, and it requires but little difcemment to perceive* 
** that when once t)ie authority of the legiflature is called 
** in queftion (whether that authority be human or divine) 
an opportunity only is wanting to juilify dilobedienc^ 
It is in this view that your opinions are worfe than ridi- 
** ctilous. P, 27. 

^ The U^intioyfiufs cf oplnt^n (p. I7) generated by Im 
" of innovation which dtfdains fubmiflion to every authority 
"that may be fufpeded to interfere with the intcrcfts of 
" Unitarianifm, &c.* 

♦ It is fomething extraordinary that Mr* Burn fliould afcribe fo very 
tnuch to a mere defire of promoting Unitarianifm . For if I he the man 
that he defcribcs, what can Unitarianiftn do for me, and thercioic why 
Ihould I be ib much co oc c ni c d for and efpecially makeiiiyftlf lb ob- 
noxious as I have on this account ? In this fituadon certainly the moft 
natural, as well as the moft candid, fuppofition is, that I embrace Unita* 
rianifm, and endeavour to propagate it, beci^ife I ronfrJer it to be thC' 
caufe of important truth, wnich it becomes every man to refpeifl, and to 
promote. What olher recommendation can it have for me, or any other 
man, in this country, according to the laws of which it is confUcation of 
goods and hnprifenment for life to proleikitr But we tbiak we ought 
to 9bt)f God rather than man, at any riique. There mu ft be fome ftrange 
charm in Unitarianinn, if, as Mr. Burn ftcms to fuppofe, independent 
of a love of truth, of a regard to int«reft, and of every other rational motive 
that can annate the human mind, it fhould have this great power ovw 
men. Why Aiould not I iimiarianifm operate m the fame manner ? 

. • L«niy, 
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Lartly, vou more than infinuatethat I am determined to 
oppoie the auiiiority of fcripture, notwithftanding ihefc 
horrid confequences, when you fay, p, 17, aQ infpira-* 
^ tion, Sir, which leavas a man in ignorance, and qualifies 
^ him to blunder on thofe very points which it was the 
•* defign of his miflion to reveal, may be a defireable thing 
' to thofe (if fuch men there be) who have fyftems to m^in- 

tain in oppofition to its authority." 

On what you fay of the dicalegut it/elf not being fafe 
with me, of my calling in queftion the authority tbi.fu^ 
freme legtflaiure^ and my making the reafonefthe Mtvtihtal 
the felt' umpire in matters of faith^ which, you fay, will ]^<lUfy 
all dijobed'unce to the laws of God, I mu(l remark with iooae 
fe verity but with ju(tice. 

The pofitions abovementioned are no applications of any 
frincipli of mine, though you are pleafed to call them fo. 
This whole ftring of alTertions is nothing lefs than the 
grofleft and mod unfounded of calumniesy for which you 
have no authority at all, not even that of an inference from 
any thing that I have advanced ; though that would be un<« 
fair to afcribe to me ; fince no man is properly anfwerable 
for any thing more'than he himfelf allows. 

Where, Sir, have I laid that ibc rcajon of the individual is 
the fole umpire in matters of faith ? I call upon you to pro* 
duce any thing that I have written that will bear fuch a 
conftru^ion. You ihuft abfolutely have been * reading 
Bolingbroke, Hume, or Voltaire^ and have imagined their 
writings to be mine. I think I may fay that no man now 
living in this country, nor perhaps in any other, has written 
more to prove the very reverfe of what you aicnbe to me, 
viz, the infufficieney of human reafon^ and the necejfity of di' 
vine revetation. 

The two truly great dof^rines of revelation, are thofe of 
ihit unity of Gody and the refurre^iion of man to a future life ; 
neither of which, in my opinion, could the uni^lTiiled reafon 
of man have difcovered, and leait of all the latter. But 
though you virtually deny one of th^fe dodirines, by 

maintaining 
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ttMintanmig ^ trmiiy rf divint ptrfims^ or Qtdsi and though 
in f«£t, foperfede the other, fay the dodrine of a fntf^ 
thereby rendering the nfurre&hn $f tke My of no value at 

all, I do not charge you with denying revelation. Both 
thefe infringements of the great truths of revelation, I 
mwld farther obferve, were made by human nafiriy or phi" 
hfrphy^ as in my writings I have abundantly fffoved. They 
arofe from the vain fpecalations of men, operating to on* 
dermine the great and diftinguifhingdodtrinesof revelation. 
It is you, Sir, therefor^ and not me^ who fet up reajon 
againjl rtvelatiottm ■ 

That your notions on the fubje& of injpiration and the 
Mtibmty &f fcrlptun^ are extremely cruder and indige(led| 
or elfe that you do not know how to exprefs your own 
meaning, is evident from your fuppofing, p. 32, that the 
fenfe only, and not the authority of fcripture, is to be deter- 
mined by reafon^ and from your faying that otherwiie our 
faithy.contrary to tiie fcripture, wiU ftand in the wifdom 
<^ of man/' But, pray. Sir, how do you aAually judge of 
the autbortty of fcripture^ if you fet afide the ufe of reafinf 
You have two books, for example, prefentcd to you, the 
BibU^ and the Korauy and the authority of each is to be de- 
termined. If, ktilead of the ufe of reafon^ you have recourfe 
to what you here oppofe to it, v». the wfaUihiiity of the 
apojialic teftimany^ how are you to afccrtain this? You aie 
not to take the mere word of the apodles, for their infiiUi^ 
bility, any more than that of Mahomet for his. Certainly, 
then, you mull have recourfe to this lo much dreaded and 
reprobated reafon^ if you make a wife decifion at all* You 
wiU hardly &y that God, or the apoflles, have revealed 
itenfelves to you perfonally, and told you which of thefe 
two books is to be your infallible guide . Or if they have 
revealed themfeives to jou^ they have not to me^ and many 
others ; and in a matter of this confequence we (hall not 
take your v^ord, or any man's word* We require the proof 
of yauriiifpinMion,and of the degree of k, and (hall judge of 

the evidence you produce by our own rt^on only* 

R When 
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When you next declaim In this random manner againft 
the ufe of reafon^ remember the old faying, that ^ No maa 

is againft reafon, till reafon is againft him." Notwith- 
ftanding I rcfufe to furrendcr my reafon to you, or to any 
man, the B'thle^ rightlv underftnod, is as much my religion, 
as it was that of Chiilingworth, yourrelf, or any other Fro- 
tc(UntS| though you foppoi^ p« 29, that I renounce it. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER V. 
Of thi immoral Confiquentet of my OpinUm. 

SIR, 

"ITIT'ITH reJpeil to all the immoral confcquences that 
you fo liberally afcribe to my opinions, I fhall con- 
tent myfelf with faying, that if^Mur principles be coniiiient 
nvith fuch manife(lly unjuft and injurious infinuations, by 
which nothing could be meant but to render my charader 
odious (though with a view, as you may fay, to the ad« 
vancement of truth) 1 diiclaiui fuch principles, unknown 
and unexamined, and prefer the extreme of herefj^ with 
candour, to the moft perfe6l orthodoxy without it. As the 
Indian faid to the Spanilh prieft^ who would have perfuaded 
him to be baptized in the article of death, threatening that 
if he did not fubmit to that ceremony, he would certainly 
go to hell, whither all his anceftors had gone before him, 
that " he chofe to go to his anceflors, rather than to any 
" place whither the Spaniards went fo, Sir, judging of the 
tt^t by its fruits^ I (hall willii^y take'my chance with piousi 
virtuous and candid Unitarians, with fuch men as Dr. 

Laidner, 
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Latdner, Dr. Jebb^ &c. who hrwgbt no raiUng aauJatioMt 
againft any man (though fentenced by your church without 
doubt to peri ft evirlaftingly) rather than with thofe who 

Icruple no roifrepreicntation, or abuie, to promote their 
caufe, though in itfclf it ihould he ever lo good. Fearing 
God^ and refpe^ting his truths I hope 1 (hall never fear what 
man may fay of me, or do to me, Icaft of all ia another 
world) where, happily, your power does not extend. 

Had you, Sir, been more attentive to our Saviour's ex- 
cellent and plain rule in judging of men, viz. By their fruits 
ye jhall know ihcfn, you vvouJd not have been fubjedt to fucll 
dreadful alarms about the conlequences of my opinions, or 
any others, as you now either are, or affedl to be. You 
fay that my fentiments are big with every mi/chiefs that they 
attack the very hafis of moral obUgation^ that they are unfa^^ 
vourable to the inter efts of fociety^ that even the decalogue itfelf 
is unfafe^ that all principle being gone^ nothing but opportu^ 
nity is wanting to jurtify difobedience. To alarm your 
readers, if poffible, ftill more, you add, p. 27, " to thofe who 

confider the influence that, in the concurrence of events, 

favourable to innovation^ fuch opinions may have on the 
^ conduG^ it is a truly ferious concern.'* 

Had I taught principles profefledly atheifHcal you could 
not have exprciled greater apprehenfions than thefe. For 
when all moral principle is deftroyed, men are prepared tor 
every villainy. With thefe ideas I fliould not wonder if ^ 
you (hould advife the immediate apprehenfion of all Unita* 
rians, left you (hould not be able any longqr to ileep in your 
beds, or travel the public roads in fecurity, or led your 
wives and daughters (liould be expofed to the moft brutal 
outrages. For there is nothing that human nature is capa- 
ble of, fo atrocious that you do not think us a<^ually ready 
to perpetrate. 

But pray, Sir, have you confidered what time it will re* 
quire for fuch principles as ours to operate^ and produce 
their proper effeft ? For if they have any tendency to pro« 

duce miTchkf, it cannot lie dormant for ever. If, according 
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to our Saviour, wural primipUi may be co mp aicd to a fne^ 
there moft be a time for hs harhg fruiu Now to lay no- 
thing of primitive times, thefe very principles have beea 

publicly profcilcd in many countries of Europe, at leaft', 
ever fince the rcL)rniatiun. I myfelf have taught them 
more than thirty years. Many others are as indefatigable 
In the buHnefs as myfelf, and it is univerfally acknowMged, 
and pathetkaliy lamented by many, that they gain ground 
every day ^ and pray. Sir, what do you adoally fte^ to mate 
yoa tremble in this manner ? If our lives had not been as 
fober, and exeniplary, as yours, indifferent fpe(^ators would 
have perceived it, and have taken the alarm as well as you ; 
but if no apparent mifchief has arifen from oor principles in 
three hundred years, I ihould think you might difmifs your 
fors, and conclude that it was merely a falfi nUrm that had 
agitated you fo much. 

Befides, I could wifh to quiet your fears on your own ac-^ 
tount. For the many ilcepiels nights which your apprel^* 
iions, if real, muftneceflarily have caufed you, accompanied, 
of courie, with much earneft fraytr and fyfiingy muft in 
time affie^ your health. This conftant trntdfling^ f^ifl'^'^^gt 
watching^ and prayings will (bon wear any man, more cor- 
pulent than you are, to a fkeleton; ualefs, with Falftaff, 
grief ihould have a contrary operation with you, and tiow 
pu sr^ a like a Madder. 

Confider then, I lay again, for the fake of your own 
peactrfmnd^ and hahb $f bedf^ what time you think our 
principles may require to operate, and whether that time 
may not be aLitually elapfed^ fo that yow may make yourfelf 
eafy about them. If they be blg^ as you fay, with mifchief 
(and efpecially with every mifchief^ crimes of every kind and 
d^ree, including treafin^ murder^ hurglary^ &c.) they muft 
fome time hurft \ if they attack the hafie rf nurai Mgaiigitf 
With any vigour, it muft fooner or later give way : and if 
nothing but opportunity be v% anting for the commencement 
of our outrages (all moral pi-ificipie being totally gone) it 

fWift have occurred in a reafonabie i^pace of time. Indeed, 
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liicb oppoftunUiet are prefented every day, bdcanfe crimes 
•re committed every day. But are they committed by Uni« 

tarians, more than Trinitarians ? 

As to the clecahgue^ you certainly break one of the com- 
maudments, viz. the firjt^ which, from that very circum* 
ftance^ we may fappofe, not to be of the leaft importance. 
It is that which fblemnly enjoins the acknowledgment, and 
tHrorfhip, of only me Ged, And the ninth, which requires 

you not to bear f^'fi iviliu-Js againft your neighbour^ you 
have fhamefully violated in this very publication. Now 
which of thefe commandments do you charge us Unita- 
rians with habitually violating I I believe, however, that 
though you have broken thefe commandments, you h9vc 
not had a very bad intention at the bottom} but you. cer- 
tainly do not know what /pint you are 9f. 

That you may not hereafteryjfjr where no fear is^ pleafe 
to take from me, a preacher of chridianity as well as your- 
felf, though not appointed according to your rules (whicht 
it is faid, y9u did not wait for) and one who has fludied 
chridianity at lead longer than you have done, this plain 
Jcfibn of it. That which is moft favourable to virtue in 
chriftianity is the expectation of a future date of retribution, 
grounded on the firm belief of the hidorical fad^s recorded 
in the fcriptures, efpecially the miracles, the death, and refur- 
roSion of Chri(^* The man who believes thefe thitigs only 
f which I imagine I do as firmly as you) and who, together 
with this acknowledges an univcrfal providence^ ordering all 
events, who is perfuaded that our very liearts are condantly 
open to the divine infpc^lton, lb that bo iniquity, or purpofe 
^ it, can efcape his obfervatioo, will not be a bad man, or a 
dangerous member of fociety. Thefe principles, which are 
common to all chriftians, habitually impreiled upon the 
mind, would lead us all to fet God always before uii and 
thus condantly living ds feeing him who is invifible^ cheriA* 
ing an habitual love and reverence for him, and having an 
immortal ftate hereafter in continual profpe£i, oar hearts 
will be looiened from ail improper attachments to this worf^ 

all 
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all inordinate defines will be fupprefTed, all iindue refent- 
ments (iificd, and wc Oiall rejoice in nothing lb much as 
the purfuit of truth, and the uniform practice of virtue. 

If your religious principles. Sir, can do more for you 
than this, (hew it by your conduct. As yet, it does not 
appear from your Litttrs^ that you have learned even fo 
much. The reafon of it is that there arc tares mixed with 
your wheat \ there Is in your fyftem of chrifliauiiy foniething 
that dcbafes the pure Jptni at it, and does not conM with 
either the perfe<5l veneration of the divine chara6ter, which 
is the foundation of true devotion to God, or with perfieffc 
candour and benevolence to man, I mean thofe tcrruptt$ns 
of chrijiianity^ which your church retains, and which it is my 
great obje£l to explode, from the full pcrfuafion I have of 
their bad tendency, though I am far from confidering them 
in fo frightful a light as that in which you have reprefented 
opinions. 

I am, &c. 




LETTER VI. 

* ■ 

The Conciu/m* 

REV. SIR, 

A S I have as mudi apprehenfion of your being mhar-* 
rajpJy and reduced to Jflence by what I have urged in 

thefe L£tUrsj as you had from what you addrcfled to me; 
and as you feem to have wanted the advice of fome judi- 
cious friend in the condudt of this buiinefs, and it is po^ible 
that, in lieu of it, that of an advirfary may be of fim uie 
to you, I ihall freely give you mine. 

If you be difpofed to reply in the fame fpirit and on 
the fame principles, with wiuch ^ou wrote your Letters, 

iay 
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fay boldly (for flrong aflertionsy you muft have found by 
the reception your Letters have met with, will have fome 

weight) that, finking under your charge of defpifing the 
fcriptures, I was reduced to the necefTity of utterly renoun^ 
cingy as you plainly foretold, p. 25, that I (hould do, the 
author it y of fcripture ; and that, not being able to produce any 
nwn ijfficachus and explicit ground of moral obligation^ I firft 
did as your predeceflbr Mr. Venn (to whofe performance 
this of yours, Sir, bears a very ftriking refemblance) declared 
that he would do, if his opinion Ihould be confuted, viz. 
that I formally burned my Bibhy and that, then, agreeably 
to the maxims which he afcribes to all new fcbemers^ I went 
and banged myfelf $ and this will give you a fine opportunity 
of exerting all your powers of pathos in warning other Uni* . 
tarians, and the world in general, by my example. If you 
ihould even proceed to publi(h my laft dying fpeech and con* 
fejjion^ together with a commentary upon it, it will only be 
of a piece with the flrange and groundlefs aflertions in your 
Letters $ and as few of your leadeis will quellion any thing 
that you think proper to publifli, you may, before the truth 
be difcovered, have the credit of having totally demoliftied 
me, of having happily rid the world of fo peftilent and 
reiUefs a heretic as I am, and may confequently rife in pre* 
ferment even above the haughty biihop of St. David's, 
' This, Sir, would be writing as you a^ually have written, 
that is, without the lead regard to truth, or probability. 
But if you have any remains of chriftian principle within 
you, afk pardon of God, of the public, and of nnyfelf, for 
your grofs an4 ill founded calumnies, and then, I ihail be 
happy to (hew my chriftianity by foi]g^ving:you» By fuch 
tefts as thefe try me as much as you pleafe. 

To conclude with perfeffc ferioufnefs, I call upon you, 
Sir, in the face of this town, and of your country, before 
vvhom you have published your accufations of me, 

I. To produce if you can, (for as yet you have not 
even attempted to do it) any paflage in my numerous 
^writings from which it can, by any fair conftnidion, be in- 

R 4 ferreds 
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ferred, that I rejeft ihiopoJIdUe teftimony ewitmtng the ptrfim 

cf Cbrift \ which is the principal objedt of your Letters. 

2. Make it appear by fomething elfe thaa your own 
confident affirtionsy that my objed in inquiring into iariy 
•pinions concerning the perfin rf Chrift was injunotu 
attempu as you fcruple nat to caU it, U bring'thi cnly iccijiff^ 
mode of proof into dtfcredif^ And 

3. Shew where I have, in the mofl diftant manner, in- 
finuatcd that the reafon of the individual is, in your fenfe of 
the phrafe, the fole umpire in matters of faitb^ io that the 
decalogue itUXi ihail be in danger of being no more reTpeded 
by me than you fay the apoJIoUc tejiimony is. If, unfufpeded 
by mty there be any fuch pafTage in my writings, I promifii 
to expunge it with iiidigiutioii, though it muft be abun- 
dantly refuted by the general tenor of them. 

To a charge of this ferious nature, you muft not. Sir, be 
filent. I demand a diftind and explicit anfwer. Your Let* 
tef s would fugged many more qucftions, but as you are a 
young writer) and our corre^ndeAce may coodnu^ fomt 
time, I (hall not proceed farther in this catecUfm at prefent* 

It will be a matter of fome curiofity, if you Jlauld find 
fome difficulty in your reply, to fee in what manner your 
brethren of the ckrgy will confider your condu6l. There 
are fome circumftances of this lund already bcfort tbt 
public, which giv^ no favourable idea of the ffurit of fome 
of your corps in this refpeft, Mr. Howes has been Ihewn 
to be guilty of a manifeft falfehood in his account of my 
condud in this controverfy, and he has been repeatedly called 
upon to vindicate himfelf) or to afk pardrni | but though 
lie has l>een reduced to abfohite filence^ none of ^ 
brethren have exprefled the kaft ififtpprobation of bis con* 
do6V. Tt looks as if all fins of a brother were vernal ones 
wiui you. Other clergymen have pubHfhcd pieces of 
fcurrility againd me of the loweft kind, confii^ing ot nothing 
but the mod abfurd and intemperate railing, fuch as I have 
been afliamed in any miinner to notice^ and yet I have 
never hesfd that Aey were the worfe received by their 

acquaintance. 
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acquaintance, Aiperiors, or equalsi on that account. Like 
Balthazar, who fliot the Prince of Orange, I doubt not 
they have received abfiiuthn on account of their good inten- 
tions. 

Others of the clergy, however, I well know, are afhamed 
of their condu£l. With many of the clergy, both in the 
church of England and the chnrcfi of Rome, I have long 
been in habits of intimacy, and I edeem their acquaintance 
•and firiendfhip an hont>ur. So I do that of the liberal and 
intclli2:ent of all perruafions ; and I am far from cunlining 
all good fenfe to thofe who think as I do. 

WiOiing your future condu^ may intitle you to clala 
withfuch men as thefe^ of whom your church is not worthy| 

I remain. 

Reverend Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 

!• PrI£STL£Y. 
Bimmgbam, 17, 1790* ^ 

t 

P. S. Recollefting a general fimilarity between your ac- 
count of my religious principles and that of Mr. Venn, T b.ave, 
fince the preceding Letters were fcnt to the prefs, looked 
into my reply to him, and I find the likenefs more firiking 
than I had iooiagined it to be. He fays that I am n&t a whit 
htttr than a rank Delft at the bottom^ that my mtisns in ' 
religion are pagati^ that according to the new fchemers in 
general (but evidently meaning myfelf in particular) the 
faculty of man is of itfelf fufficient to determine what it becomes 
Jehovah to nviahf bimfelf hiscouncils^ and bis wayoffaving 
bis rAeUhns enatnns^ that we Mseve n» divine teachings^ 
that we difchnm the divine authority of the fcriptures^ that we 
infifl upon a right to reje£i what we think to he unreafonable in 
them, he the words that affirm it ever fo plain. 

This was advanced twenty one years ago, when I had pub- 
lifhed notliing in theology except my hrft fmall caUchifm^ and 
the Tra£t on the Ltrts Supper. However, as, according to 

Venn, 
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Venn, I was at that time advanced as far In irrcliglon as you 
reprefent mc to be at prefent, I fhould think you might 
conclude, that notwithdanding your dillreiEng apprehen- 
fions, the evil, whatever it bc^ will not proceed much 
farther. 

After calling upon Mr. V^nn, as I do upon y^u^ to prove 
the feveral charges advanced againll me, which I dlAindily 
pointed out to him (though it was to no } urpofe ; for like 
the man without the wedding garment, he remained Jpeecb^ 
Ufi on the fubje6^ from that day to thii) I faid to him, as I 
do to youy ^ I defire you, as a man, and a chriftian, to lay 
^ your hand upon your heart, and queftion yourfelf concern- 

* ing the real temper of mind in which you wrote to me, 

* the true motive of your condiif^, and the end you had in 

* view in endeavouring, as you have done, to expoie me to 
^ the odium and indignation of mankind.' 

As the jLipij t9 Finn abundantly anfwered its pur<* 
pofe, t have no defign to reprint it. But as the ConfideraAms 
on Differences of Opinion among Chr 'ijflians^ which I prefixed 
to it, may be as ufeful now as tJicy were ihen^ I fhall fub- 
join them. This was the iirl\ piece of rehgious controverfy 
that I wrote, and much as I have written (ince, I hope it 
will appear that I have never loft fight of the obfervations 
(equally proper for all who write or read controverfy) which 
\ then made. 
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O N 

Differences of Opinion among Chrijiians^ 

Onginallj prefixidto the Replj to Mr, Vcnn% 



SECTION I. 

Of laUnt Infmceritjf^ and £rt£i FrtvaricatUn. 

TTAVING, in my Letter to Mr. Venii) advanced as 
much as I think fufficient, by way of reply to his 
Examnation of my treatife) I was not wUhng to omit this 
opportunity of addrefling, to the public, a few general confi- 

derations, relating to diffcrtuces of opinion a7n(.n7 chrrjfiansm 
If the nature and fpirit of liis pamphlet be confidered, tJiere 
are but few perfons, I imagine) who will think an anfwer, 
addreiied to him only, in the leafl neceiTary, or expeded 
firom me. Indeed, I never conOdered the anfwering of Mr, 
Venn as my principal objed ; but I thought itiifforded me 
a fair occafion of expofing the grofs mifreprefentations, and 
unworthy cavilling, which not Mr. Venn only, but too 
many others, fcruple not to make ufe of, in order to render 
thofe who differ from them, in fome fpeculative pointSi 
odious to their fellow chriftians. 

This is not a complaint of mine only, or confined to the 
prefent occafion. Numbers of the faithful fervants of Chrifir 
have been greatly injured, and have had their uferulnefs 
impeded, by the fame ungenerous and unjuft treatment. It 
lias been the cafe, more or lefs, in all ages i and I am lorry 
to fee fach a profpc£t of the continuance of it in time 
to come. 

How 
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How many worthy minifters of the gofpei, who have 
taken great pains to underihind chriftianity> and are ferioolly 

difpofed to promote both the knowledge and the pra^ice of 
it, to the utmoft of their power, have their hands, a s it were, 
tied up, by thofe who bufy thcmfeWes in fpying out their 
ihnfiian likeriy. Many of them are fo circumftanced, that, 
ihottld they endeavour to ierve the tnterefts of chriftianity, 
and of mankind, in the way which they fhould think bed 
adapted to aiifwer tl;c purpofe; fuch a clamour, they can- 
not but forefee, would be raifed, atid lo furious an oppofi- 
tion would immediately be made to them, that they are 
convinced they (hould do more harm than good by the at- 
tempt. There are but few whofe advantageous fituatioa, 
ability, and firmnefs of mind, concur to enable them fuc- 
cefsfully to encounter the difficulties they would hereby in- 
volve themfeives in \ fo that, being incapacitated for doing 
ail tlie good they are deiirous of doing, they are content 16 
do the little they can do^ in as quiet and inofienfive a man* 
ner as poffible ; following the prudent advice of our Lordi 
who admonifhes us, wf U caft our pearls before fwiney left 
they trample than uniUr their feet^ and tur n again^ and rent us. 

That the incereds of praflical chriilianity ihould iuflain 
fo great a lofs, is a thing truly to be lamented ; and thougb|' 
fuch IS the ihite of things in this world, that thefe »fft9ieit 
will eome^ and we are, therefore, to hy our account with 
meeting with them; we cannot help faying, witli our Sa- 
viour, who foretold them, If^oe unto them by whom they corns i 
that is, to thofe who are the criminal caufe of them. 

Far am I from cenfuring thofe perfons ^ho are merely 
mlfled^ or thofe who^ in confequence of having been milledl 
themfdves, endeavour to miflead others. Every diowance 
(hould be n^ade for all thofe who offend through ignorance^ 
thoupih they be carried away, even to tlic moft violent adls 
of perfecution, by a zeal that is merely not according to know- 
ledge. But the woe of Chrift will certainly fall with its 
whole weight upon thofe^ who make a handle of the prefu*^ 
dkcs of mai^d, to gratify their own pride^ or promote 

their 
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their own worldly interefts and ambition ^ ajod who labour 
to inflame thoie prgudket with a view to making them 
(oMsrvtent to facli bafe purpofes. Nor will thofe cfcape 
miimadverfion, who are, in fart only, actuated by fuch un« 

vrorthy motives ; and wlio, thougli they may tliink the 
caufe they are engaf^ed in a juft; and good une, yet profe- 
cute it with more ardour and vehemeoce, than a pure regard 
to the goodnefs of it would have excited in them. 

Very few of the adions of men have, I believe, one fim* 
pie caufe. We are generally mfluen<»d by a variety of 
motives in whatever we do. It, therefore, behoves us tiie 
more carefully to diflinguifh the influences to which we are 
fubjef^, and under winch we really ad. God forbid that I 
ihould take upon me to condemn any individttai of hit 
creatim. Himfelf only knows our hear ti, and he will len* 
dcr unto every man according to his woiks. But the general 
mature of our motives, the kind, or clafs, to which they are 
reducible, may in fome mcafure, be known by the manner 
in which they operate. And the moll didind of all, in their 
nature and efieda, are thofe whieh have the kitereft of ihi$ 
ftt^rU^ and ttK»fe which have that of mtbir for their olje& 

The man whofe fole fpring of adion is a cdneern for kft 
fauh^ and a care to preferve the purity of tliat gofpcl, which 
alone teaches the moil eifettual method of their recovery 
from the powtr of fin and Satan uHt§ G$df will £k\ an ardour 
of mind, that will prompt him ftrenuoufly tooppofe all thofe^ 
whom he confiderc as obfirudiog his benevolent defigns* > 
An ardour of mind will likewife be felt by the man whofe 
fole object is the advancement of his reputation, his party, 
or his fortune i but this ardour cannot be luppoied to operate 
in the very fame manner In both cafes, fo as that they cac»- 
not be diftinguilbed by an attentive obferver. There will 
certainly be fome diflfemice in the choice of means to pro« 
mote thefe fcvcral ends. Vv'e fhould naturally exped more 
fairnefs, more candour, more meeknefs, and more generofity, 
from the chrijiiatiy than irom the mere man tf this world. 

The paffionsof the btter wanM, aUis^ be ifdtonm into 

perfonal 
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perfofial animofity, envy, jealoufy^ hatred, and malice; 
whereas the utmoft zeal of the former would not only ever 
appear to be confident with, but would be greatly produc- 
tive of, the mo(l dirinterelled benevolence» aad the moil af* 
fe^onate brotherly love. By this rule we may, in fome 
meafurc, try the fpirits wbetber they bi of God, But let the 
vtinoft diffidence and candoor accompany every judgment 
we form, remembering that we muji all Jland befort tbi 
judgment-fcat of ChrijL 

When perfons exprefsly avow the motives of their con* 
du^y not to acquiefce in their declarations has the appear* 
ance of qaeftiontng their veracity; becaufe it is taken for 
granted, that every man mull know the principles of hit 
own conduct. But the human mind is fo complex a thing, 
that there is great room for feif-deception ; efpecially in 
caiies where the paHlons and afiioftions are ftron^ and when 
they occafion fimkr motms^ as well as produce ftmihir 
0jfiffs, In this cafe a byflander may be a better judge than 
a man's felf. A zeal for our opinions^ and a zeal for our 
fartyy oa the advancement of which our own perfonal re- 
putation and influence depend, are neceilariiy connected, 
and reci(>rocal]y promote one another. For the fame 
teaibn, a diflike of opinions has an affinity with the diflike of 
ibofi wbo bold tbem^ as men who are embarked in an in<- 
tered oppofite to ours, and whole credit and authority ob- 
(Iruft our own. Alfo, all the emotions of mind that are 
excited by the fame objects, how different foever they be 
originally, by fivquent aflbciation mix together, fo that the 
parts of that complex feeling which refults firom their union, 
are no longer diOinguifhable. When two perfons, who 
have had frequent intercourfe, have been a long tune at 
variance, and the fubjeft of their contentions have been 
numerous ; can either of them analize the fudden emotion 
they will feel upon an unexpeded meetings and by which 
they may be inftigated to fome inftant and violent iSt ? 

We often begin to aft with one motive, but, as we pro- 
ceed) we come infenfibly within the influence of others; fo 

that) 
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that, tn feme cafes^ the habit fhall continue^ though the ori« 
ginal motive have no force at all ; and yet it may be im- , 

polfible to fay, in what part of this progrefs the influence 
of one motjve ccafcd, and that of another began j the 
change of charat^er being infenfible} and altogether imper- 
ceptible. 

For my own part, I have no doubt, but that the leading 
men among the Methodiftt were influenced, originally, by ^ 

none but the bell of all nioiives, a jjcnerous concern for the 
fouls of men. Nothing elfe, I think, can account for their 
condudt, as they were then circumHanced. But finding 
themfelves, by degrees, at the head of a large body of peo» 
pie, and in the pofTeflion of confiderable power and influ- 
ence, they muft not have been mtn^ if they had not felt the 
natural love of power gratified in fuch a fuuation ; and they 
muft have been more than men^ if their fubfequent conduft 
had not been, more or lefs, influenced by it ; and if they had 
not a^ed in many cafes, juft as the heads of any other 
party would have aded. I am in firom meaning to infinuate 
by thiS| that their original motive is become extind* I hope 
k is ftill the leading one with them ; but it becomes every 
man to diftruft himfelf, and carefully to examine his own 
heart. Otherwife, as I believe may have been the cafe with 
many perfecutors, we may begin with the love of God, or 
a regard to his glory, and end with the moft diabolical dif- 
pofitions, 

Thefe obfervations may throw fome light on the feem- 
ingly different accounts that Paul gives of his own charader 

and condu6^, before he was converted to chriflianity. Be- 
fore the chief priefis and council of the Jews, he declared, 
A6ts xxiii, i. that ht had lived in all good confcience before 
Ged until that dayy and before Agrtppa, Ads xxvi« 5, that 
he tbeught with bimfelf hi §ught to do many things contrary to ■ 
the name of Jefus of Nazareth \ whereas, writing to Timo- 
thy, he fays (i lim. i. 14, 15,) that he had teen a hhf" 
phemet'y apcrfeador^ injurious^ and the chief of finnerSy though, 

at the fame time, he adds, ht bad a^ed ignorantly^ in un- 

belief. 
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heUrf. They may alfi> fervc to illuftrate the following pai&igc 
in the prophet Jcfemiah (and as the words are thofe of 
God htin(i^, they ought to command a general and very 

ferioiis attention ; and more efpecially (hould they alarm 
every man, v;ho imagines himfelf to be aduated by religious, 
motives, when he is indigated to any a£t ot vipleace agaiaft 
another ; whether it be to the iijury of his pcdon, Bas for- 
tiine» his reputation) or his intercft.) Jer. xvit. 9, lo. The 
ieari is deceitful abevi all thingSy anddefiiraitlf wieked, wk0 
£an know it /, the Lordy fearch the hearty I try thi reinSj 
evt'n to give every 7jian according ubis wajs^ and ac£9rdingt9 
the fruit of bis doings. 

The application of this dodlrine may be made both hf 
Ihoie who fieem enr^^ed at others^ for hoUiog opinkm 
which thq^ flunk damnable ; and by thole who infiik and 
hugh at others, for opinions which they think to be merely 
ridiculous andabfurd. In many cafes, I am ratisiic;d, that 
the pure love of truth is, on both fides, abforbed in paffions 
of a very different nature. I could overlook every thing in 
a man, who^ I thoughtf meant nodung bat my cverlafting 
wel&re; or to inform mc of any thkig that I was ^g^oruR 
o^ and defirous of knowing ; but thofe pcrfena who have 
thefe pretences in their mouths only, when they are far from 
their hearts (though they may deceive themfelves, as wcJ] as 
others) are by no means iotitied to fo favourable a xo^ 
cq>tion« 

It behoves us, howevery carefoUy to diftinguifli between 
this kami im/keerity, under the infltience of which men de- 
ceive themfelves, and that J.r^^/ prevarication^ with which 
thofe who are engaged in debate, are too ready to charge one 
another ; as if their adverfaries krunuingly concealedf or op- 
pofed the truth. This is a crime of fo heinous a nature^ 
that I Ihottld be very unwilling to impute^ it to any perfon 
whatever. It is poffible, indeed, that, in the heat of coo- 
troveHy, when the eyes of the public are upon a perfon, and 
he is afraid of appearing in a difadvantageous light, he may 

ufea little laphiitry, in order to kem to have the better of 

an 
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sn argument ; but for a man voluntarily to undertake the 
defence of error, and knowingly to pervert the fcriptures, 
in order to make them favour his purpofe % and efpeciatly 
to perfid through life in ^tvon^ing fentiments which he really 
believes to be falfe, argues the heart to be fo void of all 
principle of ref^itude; it is fuch an inlalt upon the God of 
truth) and fuch a contempt of his judgments, that 1 think 
human nature could never become fo depraved as to be 
capable of it ; and that no fituation in human li^e could 
fupply a fttffident temptation for fuch condufl. 

If a man do but fufpe6l that he is engaged in a caufc that 
will not hear examination, he is naturally difpofcd to bc 
filent \ or if, conhding in his ikill in diiputation, he Ihould 
be tempted to challenge another to oppugn it, it would be 
in converiation only ; and it muft manifeft a deg^e \ 
tetnerity, equal to madneft, to proceed to wrtu in fuch 1 
cafe, when he could take no advantage either of his owrl 
prefence of mind, or of the v/eaknef? and embarralTment of 
his adverfary. There are fuch well known inftances of the 
force of prqudice^ that I had rather afcrlbe any oplni6n» 
how abfurd foever, or any defence^ how iK^eak foever, in ^ 
man how fendble and intelligent foever, Irt other refpe^s, 
to wrong judgment^ than to a bad heart, I can hardly ima- 
gine any cafe, in which, exclufive of all confideration of can- 
dour and charity^ the chance would not be in favour of the 
formtf • 

If this remark be jud, with what caution and tendemefli 
(hould we cenfurc any perfon, with refpeft to a point of 

mere fpeculation. To abufe any one becaufc he does not fee 
things fo clearly as I may think I do myfelf, is cruel with 
refpefl to him, and has a much worfe afpeft with regard 
to God| who made us both, and who has placed us inouf 
difierent fituations for feeing, judging, and a£^ing. How 
Ihould I be affefied at the great day of judgment, to be 
convinced of the integrity, and perhaps the right judgment, 
alfo, of an adverfary, whom I Ihould have treated in fo ilh- 
beral and infulting a manner. ^ 

S SECTION 
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SECTION IL 

Of the Source of Bigotry^ and Perfecution. 

T T is unhappy, in fome rcfpefls, that chriftians are divided 
Into fo many fefls and parties. This circuinilaiice, how- 
ever, was certainly forejeen^ and therefore wifely permitted 
by that great and good being who governs all things ; and 
it will) 1 doubt not, notwithftanding ievend iotermediate ill . 
eflTeds, contribute, at laft, to the firmer eftabliflunent, and 
the greater efficacy of the chriftian fcheme. In the mean 
time, let it be our joint care to obviate and ieffen thofe 
neceifary intermediate and temporary evils, which refult 
from our differences of opinion. 

Let every queftion in debate be propofed to the freeft 
examination i and, without indecent paflion, or perfonal 
animofuy (which are equally a difgrace to us as men, or as 
chriftians) ler us weigh the merits of every caufe ; and, 
without concealment or referve, advance every thing that 
occurs to us in fupport of our refpediive opinions. If the * 
pure hve of truth influence us, we (hall, in this way, much 
fooner find it. And, efpecially, being each of us confdous 
of the uprightnefs of our own intentionS| let us not eafily 
admit a doubt of the fincerity of others. 

Let thofe who maintain that the mere holding of any opi- 
nions ( without r^rd to the motives and Jiate of mind through 
which men may have been led to form them) will neceila- 
rily exclude them from the fiivour of God, be particularly 
careful, with lefpeA to the premifes from which they draw 
fo alarming a concluiion. Of all the tenets that can be the 
fubjcwl of debate, iht:^ Ivas the moi\ dreadful pra<5lical confe- 
quences. This belief lays fuch hold on the mind, and is 
apt to excite fuch a horror of the reprobated opinions, as, 
in the frail (hite of humanity, is with difficulty brought to 
be eonfiflcnt with any efieem or love of the perfoos who 

hold 
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hold them ^ and, from the affinity of our pajjlons^ It is, in too 
many minds, capable of degenerating into abfolute hatred, 
xancoufi and the diabolical fpirit ot perfecution. Such per- 
fons are apt to be To tranfported with zeal, that they will 
even ml that may am^ and deftroy the bodies of 
Ibme, to promote, as they fancy, the good of the fouls oiF 

others. Indeed, no other opinions than fucii as thcfe can, 
with the leaft plaufibility, be alleged in favour of perfecu- 
tion ; and we find, in fa(^, that thofe have ever been the 
snoft violent perfecutors, who have thought faivation and 
the &vottr of God appropriated to themfelves. Wher^ 
therefore, fuch an opinion as this has unhappily been 
formed, we mull guard ourfelves againft the effects of it, as 
■we would againft thofe of abfolute infanity in the perfons 
we converfed with ; and we fhould ufe every oiethod we can 
think of to bring them from fo fatal a turn of thinking to a . 
fober ftate of mind* 

On the contrary, if we can be fo happy as to believe, that 
there are no errors, but what men may be fo circumftanced, 
as to be innocently betrayed into ; that any miftake of the 
head is very confident with reditude of heart ; and that all 
di£ferences in modes of worflup may be only the different 
methods, by which different men (who are equally the off^ 
fpring of God) are endeavouring to honour and obey their 
common parent ; our differences of opinion would have no 
tendency to leflTcn our mutual love and efteem. In this ftate 
of mind, mofl of our differences would be in a fair way of 
being terminated ; and all that could remain would do no 
more than furnifii an eafy and agi^eeable exerctfe for the 
chriftian virtues of candour and moderation. Different par- 
tics in religion would tlien only afford room for a generous 
and friendly emulation, which of them (hould moft advance 
the caufe of truth, and recommend their feveral profefTions^ 
by the mod benevolent and exemplary condu^. Every 
man would ipeak or write with more or lefs warmth, in 
proportion to the apprehended importance of his fubjecfl ; 
but this could never be fo great, as to afford the leaft co- , 
lour or pretence for the violence of thofe, who imagine that 

S % they 
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jthey are opj^^gdamnable hire/us-^ and could lurdly ev^ 
betray them k)to any indecency or intemperance of lan- 
guage. Their ai\gor would be moft in danger of getting th^ 
better of their meeknefs and their pity, when they were 

attacked with the pride and fury^ that is peculiar to tliofe 
ytho fancy themfeives to be the only favourites of heaven^ 
and all the r^ft of the world to be xeprobate from God and 
gpodneft. 

Thofe perfons who think that their falvation depends 

upon holding their prefent opinions, muft neceffarily enter- 
tain the greateft dread of free inquiry. They muft think it 
to be a hazarding of their eternal welfare to liQen ^to any 
arguments, or read any books, that favour of hertfy* It 
muft appear to them in the feme light as liftening to apy 
other //xRptefi09> whereby tfaeylhotild be in danger of beit^ 
{educed to their everlafting defti uc^ion. This tem^-er of 
mind cannot but be a foundation for the moft deplorable 
bigotry, obftinacy, and ignorance. Whereas thofe perfons 
who have not that idea of the importance of their prefent 
lisDtimentS) preferve a ftate of mind proper for the difouffioti 
^ them« tf they be wrong, as their minds are under no 
ftrong bias, they arc within the reach of convid^ion, and thus 

ar^ in the way to grow mkx and better as Jong as they Iiv€» 



SECTION III. 
Qfthi pra^al TimUtuy of differ tnt Sjjftfms tf Df^rw^ 

TWiJUCH has J^een faid concerning the praGical UmUncjt 
"^^^ of particular opinions in religion ; but, in goiera^ 
this has been done with little accuracy, whereas it is a fub- 
]t&. that dcferves the niccft attention of philofophers and 
divines ; requiring an intimate knowledge of the human 
paifions and affections, and of the various influences to 

which men are expofed in life. As to wbal Mr» Venn h9» 

thought 



Digitized by Google 



Differences Opinions. 261* 

fflought proper to call aprorfef the incomparahle excellence of 
the Of tbodox jyjhm conjidtred in a praclicai view^ I do not fo- 
much as pretend to examine it at all ; and he or his friends 

^ may, if they pleafe, confider this, as a confeflson, that lam 
Adt Ale to rdPute what be has advanced upon that fubj^* 
I Aiall only^ in this phce, fugged a few gimral ^ruaitMs ; 
fltld may pofTibly, upon fome other occafion, enter into a 
n\€^o particular difculHon of this truly curious and ufeful 
fubjed of inquiry. 

All that can be done to influence men's moral c^mktii ig^i 
in the lirft place, to prefent to their minds fuiiieient m$tives 
of hope of fear ; and) in the next place, in order to mate 
that courfe of actions, to which thcfe motives lead, pleafing 
and eafy, fo as to form a hahit^ and engage the heart and 
affe^ions ; we mull give them fuch ideas of the Divino 
Being, of their fellow creatures, of themfelves> t»c* (that iSy 
of all the' beings and things vridi whom the^ have anycon^^^ 
nation, and whom theh* duty reTpefis) as will male them; 
appear to be the proper objects of thofe difpodtions and^ 

,aflr€£lions, which we are required to exercife towards them. 

The great obje<5ts of hope and fear, which chriftianity^ 
prefents to mankind) are the joys and toramnts of a futum 
Hfkl It istheoonvidionof theinfufficidncy and iofiability 
of eirery thing on this fide the grave; it is a legardtO A 
treafure in heaveny which neither moth nor ruji can corrupt^ 
emd which thieves cannot Lrrak through and Jieal ; it is the 
firm belief and expectation of the great recompence of re^ 
wardy that awaits our perfeverance in well-doing, at thei 
nfiirriBkn ef tki jt^: thefC) I lay, an the confiderationsr 
that raiie the hearts of men alxnre this world, and placr 
them beyond the influence of its pleafures or pains ; fo that 
Atfey can neither be feduced by the one, nor deterred by the 
other, from keeping the commandments of God, 1 hcfe great 
and leading motives to virtue, thefe coofiderations, whereby 
we become habitaaliy to look upon ourfelves as aiizms if 
fateWM) and only pilgrimt and fir anger $ mwofihy muft bo 
nearly the f.4me ia ail the forms of liie chriAian rdigion ; 
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aodt in proportion to the degree in which we give our ir«» 
tentloD to them, and thereby ftrengtbcD our faith in theony 
ihey moft influence us all alike. 

• All the difFerence, therefore, with refjped to the praAical 

influence of any particular opinions, can only be occafioned 
by the different views with which they prefcnt us, of thofe 
perfons and things that are objeds of our duty, I (ball give 
a brief IlIuAration of this in the idea that is exhibited of the 
Divine fieing, according to what are generally called the ra^^, , 
^Huil and the trthodtx fyftemt. 

According to all fyftcms, God, our creator, prefcrvcr, 
and moral governor, is to be reprefented as the obje<5t of 
our reverence, our love, and our confidence ; and this end 
leeait to be completely effe^ed by the ratkmU chriiHan, 
when he confiders the Divine Being as haying produced all. 
Cfcaturea, with a view to make them happy, in a fnamier 
fuited to their refpedHve natures % bearing a moft intenfe^ 
and abfolutely impurtial, alfe^lion to all his offspring ; pro- 
viding for their regard to virtue (the only fecurity of their 
happinels ) by equal laws, guarded with aweful fan<5^ions i: 
inflexibly punifhing all wilful obilinate traolg^peflbrs, but 
freely pardoning all offbnoes that are fincerdy repented o^ 
and receivmg into his love and mercy all who ufe th^ (left 
endeavours to difcharge the duty incumbent upon them 
when we confider him as moll minutely attentive to all the 
works of his hands, invifibly condu6ling all events vv'ith a 
view to the greateil happiness of aU that love and obeyiiiiaj 
lecretly affording them all neceflary affiftance^ in propoitioii 
to their real occafions, and abundantly and everiaftingly ra* 
warding, in a future life, their patient continuance in wdl* 
doing, during th«r abode in this (late of trial and probation. 
How is it poffible, made as we ar^ not to revere, lov^ and 
confide in fiich a being as this ? 

On the other hand, thofe who affume to themfelves the 
diftingui(hing title oitrtlmUx^ confider the Supreme 
IS having created all things fsr hit 9um glory ^ and by no 

mean9 figr the genenl happincls of all his creatures i asim- 

puting 
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putii% lo alt manktnd the tfanfgneflbn of their Aril 
«id doofniag every man, woman, and infant, to everlading 
and unutterable niifery, for an offence to which they were, 
no way acceffary, of which it is impoffible they (houid be^ 
in any fcnfeof the word, guUty \ and for which it were ab- 
fiiffd in them even to afie^ Tipentamu In this fituatton of 
things, when a!i mankind were incapable of doing any 
thinf, in thought, word, or deed, but what tended to aggra- 
vate their condemnation j they fuppofe the univerfa! parent 
arbitrarily to fcle£l out of the whole number a few, whona 
lie defigns for eternal happinefs, leaving, that is, in fad^ 
idcTHmg^ all the reft to everlafttng and unfpealLable mifery.' 
Aceordtng to them, alfo, even the eleft cannot be faved, 
tiU the utmoft dfe^ of the divine wrath have been fuffered 
for them by an innocent perfon. The grace that faves them 
is irrefiftible, and irrevocable^ fo that they can never iofe the 
olivine favour. 

If it be poffible to revere^ love; or confide in fiich a being , 
«t thi% I maft own that I know nothing of the human 

heart, or its affe6^ions. Sure I am, that a man of this cha- 
racter, and whofhould a£l in this manner, would be the ob- 
je^ of dread and abhorrencei to all who fhould be fo un« 
happy as to be dependent upon him. What advantage 
lavourable to virtue tan be made of the imitntsM of fnch a 
being as this I Muft an earthly parent be encouraged to love 
one of his children, and to hate another of them, inde- 
pendent of a regard to their moral condu6l ; and mud he 
never forgive an offence in any of them, till a full fatis* 
fildion, or atonement, have been made to him for it ? 

It is the great boaft of thofe who ftile themfelves 9rih§m 
intj and particularly of Mr. Venn, that their fentimcntf 
have a great advantage in inculcating humiiity. But when, 
without that peculiar fyrtem, we conGder ourfelves as the 
warkmanjbip rf God ; that all our powers, of body and of 
ntind, are derived from him ; that be is the giver $/ every 
gted ami ^ every fetfta gifu and that without htm we can 
Aland enjoy nothing how can we coooaive ourrdvet to be 
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\fk n Am of greater dependance^ or obligation ? tiiat is, wha^ 
g^iatcr mfon or foundation caa there pofiibly be £or the 
trnvife of humility ? If I beKtve that I htve a pom to do 
the duty that God raquim of^ms i yet, aa I aUb bciieye 

that that power is his gift, I muft ftill fay, what have I that 
I have mt received^ and hozv then can I glory, as if I had 
not received iu If the Divine Being have given me a naiu-* 
rsifiwer to move my araii ia not the oblation the fame, 
as if he (hottldy by a fiefimaturetl frntfy move it baaMf^ 
-iphenever I have occafion for it } 

If, confcious of many impcrfeftions, and many failures in 
the difcharge of my known duty, I have recourle to the 
divine mercy and clemency, is not niy gratitude and humi- 
lity as great, when I conceive that I am indebted for the 
pwdon o£my fins to the/r^^ wimritid^ goodnefs of God; 
aa it could be» if I thought the pardon I received vm>ar* 
chafed^ by a full fatisfa^fon made to his oflfended juAke ^ 
If the fenfc of giaUUiJc and obligation, in this cafe, arife 
from my idea of xhcfrecnpfs of the gift, I think it muft be 
greater upon the former fuppoiition than upon the latter. 
- A ieiiie of our obligation to our Lord Jeins Cfarifti aifi)^ 
as a peHon eommiifioned by God to ndamt that i% to 
MkteTjfitvey or refcue, us from aflaleof fin and mifery % toi 
give laws to mankind, to be Lord of all, and judge of the 
quick and dead, is as efficacious to attach us to him (as far 
as our regards to him are confiilent with our primary re- 
gards to God his father ; wh(^ out of his own kive to 
laankind, lent him on thia great and gracious errand) and 
• to enforce obedience to his kws, as a ksoSt of obligatioii- 
that can arife from any particular hypotheiis whatever. 

Upon the whole, notwithAaiiding what Mr. Venn, and 
others boaft, it does not ieem to be a faSi^ that thofe who 
call themfdves orthodox are at nil more humble, and lowly 
minded, or move free from fpimmai pride^ and oAcntalion» 
than others. As fkr aa my obfervation goes^ X am fttisiedy 
that the eontra»y it the cafe : nor fit>mf any knowledge that 
* I have, or caa procure| concerning thefe profe^rs and their ^ 
X ' ^ principles. 
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prkkipkty do I thiok Unt there is thelcaft rcaTon to cqih 
okkie^ that (if we leparsite what bdongs to the fvrm^ front 

what is peculiar to the power of religion) their fchemc has 
any one proper advantage tor religious and moral purpofes* 
Qa the other hand, it feems to me to be, ia many ivIjpeiSlst 
unfavourable to the true fpirit of chriftiani^, or to that tem- 
' |Mr and difpofition of mind which is peculiarly called ckrif- 
turn } confiling, in a more cfpcdal manner, of th6 vinoci 
of hnmility, meelmcrs, mercy, and benevolen c e . It is 

favourable alfo to genuine piety, and indeed to every branch 
of vital pradical religion. I think I could point out the 
cauTe of thi% |wt k would lead me much farther than i 
pnopofe to enter into this fnbjed atpiefeot. 

£FI he aiked why thofe peilbna who hoU thefe opimone 
are not abandoned to all wickedne6, when they evidently 
Jay them under fo little rcftraint, I anfwcr, that this is often 
the cafe, with thofe who purfue thefe principles to their juft 
and fatal confequences i for it is eafy to prove, that the 
AlUimmiaH it the only coofiftent 4dff§l9^ Brtd^marum* But 
our wife creator has by no means left our moral condud at 
the mercy of our opinions ; and the regard to virtue that lo 

kept up by thofe who maintain the doctrines above men- 
tioned, is owing to the in£uence of fome principles im- 
plaoted in otur frame 1 which^ ia many cafes, will not iuffer 
tie to follow, or even to pmiki^ the immoral teoden^.oC 
the moft licentious opinions 1 fo that^ in gqmal^ they are 
only thofe who are previoufly depraved, that openly avail 
thcmfclvcs of them. The confideratioxi of this ihould 
make us both humble and thankful. 

Befides, the opinion* above recited are fo contrary to na- 
tural reafon,, and the general tenor of the feriptuns, that 
htUr fnUmimu are continually obmiding thismfelves upon 
the mind ; and thefe are the principles that, really^ though 
jecrcily^ iiifluencethe condudt of thofe who are truly pious and 
virtuous amengCahriniib \ and by no means the principies 
which ihey openly pnofefs, when tbqr are qneftioned about 
them: and it it happy thatihcjr do not diffiadly peroehpo 

thft 
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the inconfif!f ncy there is between their principles sod their 
condu^. We m% a]f<v formed, that we naturaUy turn 
our chief attention to the moft favourable alped of our fen- 
timents, as welt at of every thing elfe belonging to us ; fo 

that we feldorn attend to what is very (hodung, and has a 
bad tendency in them. 

It confirms this obferyation, that many of tlie more mo* 
derate CaWiniftsy as I am informed, and the greater part of 
the Metfaodifts, Iddom infiil upon the dodrines of alfdnU* 
§Uii$9n and reprtiaiton^ efpectally in their public difeoorfes. 
This niuil be owing to their being fecretly difTatisfied with 
them, to fome latent fufpicion, or confufed kind of feeling, 
that they are not to be depended upon at leaft that the/ 
are not fit to be the fubje^ts of frequent meditation with the 
bulk of mankind, and that they are in gp«at danger of beig^ 
abufed. Mr. Venn hunfidf, though he makes a great 
parade of, I believe, every other branch of what he calls 
erthoJoxy, in his anfwer to my treatife, is quite filent on 
this head. If his good fenfe be really daggered at thele 
dodrines, a little more thinking will give him realbn tam* 
tertain fufpicions of the reft: for the whole fyftem is dtMf 
conneded, and the dodrine of mmMdkiwm^ A^m^ eo* 
gether with that of the fubjedlion of the whole human race 
to the everlafting wrath of God, on account of original firty 
are the chief corner ftones of the whole building. Take 
away thefis, and the whole cmpUxy but em^& fabric^ falls 
to the grouiidt 

DMcult as it is to aoeonnt for the virtue of thofe wto 
call themfelves 9rth9el9x on the principles mentioned above^ 
they are fuch as themfelves muft neceilarily allow: for they 
confider our fentiments as exceedingly licentious; and yet 
(whatever Mr. Venn may do) I know there are among 
them, who cannot help acknowledging^ that there are ge-' 
nuine marks of unfeigned piety and goodndfs among thofe 
whom they call new jtkmirs. To acooont for this Ml« 
therefore, tbey muft have recourfe to the influence of prln-' 
ciples that are not explicitly avowed by us, juA as I do with 
>iu,^ . refpc(^ to them* 

S&CTIOH 
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SECTION IV. 

Oftbi Oaups $f DiffiTina of Op'mim^ and thi Rtading §f 

ibe Scriptuns ncmmtiMt. 

T c AWNOT hdp wiAing that perfons of all fcAs and parties 

^ would ftudy their bibles more, and h99hs 9f controverfy 
lefs. But all perfons have their favourite authors^ to which 
they too much confine themfelvcs, even to the negied of 
tiic^e autbmtUsy from their agreement with which all their 
nerit is acknowledged to be derived. Were it not for this 
draimftanoei it would be abfolutely impoffiUe that the in* > 
dividuals of mankind, whofe intellefts are fo much alike^ ' 
£hould differ fo widely in their religious fentiments as they 
now do; at lead that they ihould lay fo great a ftrefs on ths 
points in which they differ. 

Since the underflanding^ of men are fimilar to one an« 
other (at leaft fo much, as that no perfon can ferioufly ' 
snaintain that im and im make fivi) did thqr aftoally read ' 
only the fame books, and had they no previous knowledge to 
midead them, they could not but draw the fame general 
conclufions from the fame exprefTions. But one man hav- 
ing formed an hypothefis from reading the fcriptures, an- 
otber, who follows hinii Audies that hypothefis^ and Defines 
iinon if. and another a^an refines upon him i till, in time^ 
the fcriptures themfelves are little read by any of them ; and 
are never looked into but with minds prepoflefled with the 
notions of others concerning them. At the fame time, fe« 
wrai other tr^inal readirs and thinkers, having formed as 
many other hypothefes, each of them a litde different from 
all the reft, and all of them being improved upon by a fuc^ 
ceflion of partifans, each of whom contributes to widen the 
difference; at laft no religions whatever, the moft di(^in(^ 
originally, are more different from one anothcTy than the 
vonous fonns^f mt and the fiime religion. 

To remedy this inconvenience^ we moft go back to firll 

principles. We muil begin again, each of us carefolly 

ftijdying 
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(ludylng the fcriptures for ourfelves, without the help of 

commentators, comparing one part with another. And 
when our minds fhall, by this means, have been expofed, 
ior a fufficient time, to the iame influences, we lhall com? 
t0 think and feel in the fame manner. At ka(h ail chrif* 
tians, bdng lenfibie that they have, In many, and in the 
chief rcrpe<as, ^nt Lord^ am faiths mt laptifniy they will keep 
ihe unity »f the fpirit, in the b^^id of pease* 

In reading books of controverfy, the particular texts, frona 
which favouriie opinions are chiefly tnitBiTed, are kept conk 
timially in view,, while otheiia are kept ont of fightj d»r 
Hie perfoii who eonf nee himieif to the peniikl of them, ne^ 
ceiTarily forms a very wrong notion of the general tenor of 
the fcriptures, and lays a difproportionate ftrefs on particu- 
lar (pinions. He never looks into the fchptures, but it is 
with a tee of mind that leads Uiia to expefl; to find hi«. 
opinions either dearly expreffed, or phdnly nfeiied ta^ 
w every chapter. Notr^ it \% welt known, tiiat allftrong 
expe^ations tend to fatisfy tl)em(elves« Men eafily perfuade 
themfelves that they actually fee, what they iiave abfoluteiy 
depended upon feeing. 

Were k pofiUile for a number of perfons to make but aii* 
efloy towanSs complying with thie advice^ by confining 
themfelves, for the eompift of a fingle year, to die daily 
reading of the fcriptures only, without any other rehgious 
books whatever J I am perfuaded that, notwithdanding 
their previous difo'ences, they would think much better of 
one another than they had done before. They wonid all 
have^ more nearly, the fame general idear of the contente 
of (crlptuve; and of the chief articles of chriftian faith and' 
duty. By reading the whole themfelves, they could hardly 
avoid receiving the deepeft impreffions of the certainty, and 
importance of the great and kadtng frimifiet^ thofe which 
thqr would find the moft frequently and earaeftly inculcated; 
and their pariUuler apinions^ having come left frequently in- 
view, would be Icfs obftinalely retained. It was- in thi» 
manner, I can truly fav, that I formed the moft diftinguifli- 
ing of my opioious in leiigion, 

* Ida 
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I do not fay that this pradiice would, have the fame ef« 
fcSt with , all perfons. I have no hopes of its fucceeding 
with thoTe who are advanced in life* I would not even re* 
commend it to them ; fince the confequence of unhinging 
their minds, though by a converfion from error to truth, 
might polfibly do them more harm than good. Nor have 
I have much hope of thofe who are hackneyed in contro- 
verfy, and to whom the methods of attack and defence^ pe- 
culiar to any fydem, are become fiuiuHar. But I would 
carneftly recommend this method of ftudying the fcriptures 
to young perfons, before their common Icnfe and natural 
feelings have been perverted ; and while they are capable of 
underftanding the obvious meaning of a plain exprefHon. 

In this cafe I cannot help thinking, that, notwithftanding 
the feeming force of the texts that are continually in the 
mouths of thofe who call themfelves orthodox and notwith- 
Handing our prefent tranflation of the bible, which (being 
made by men who were f uUy perluaded of the truth of that 
fydem) is, In many places, much too favourable to it; yet 
that t>oth the g^eral Urur 9/ the whaU (which, with a per- 
fon who reads the fcriptures much, cannot but have far 

greater weight than any particular texts whatever) and aJfo 
that numbers of ajipl itlca! /ingle pajfagis^ would effef^ually 
over-rule any tendency to that which is commonly called 
orthodoxy* 

To mention a lingle inftance* Would not a cohftaht 
attention to the genera! ftrain in which Moles, all the an« 
ticnt prophets, John the BaptiU, our Saviour, and the 
apoftles, addrefs finners, wear out, in time, every trace of 
the do6trinc of unconditional ele£lion and reprobation? 
The language in which the Divine Being is uniformly re- 
prefented in fpeaking, is, As IRve^faith thi Lordy Iwwid 
mt the death of a finner^ hut had rather that he would repent 
and live, Turn ye^ turn ye^ why will ye dify oh houfe of IjraeL 
What a folemn, and cruel mockin-j: of mankind would 
this be, if the Divine Being, at the fame time that he made 
this declaration, was purpofed that many, if not the greatefc 
part of them} Ihould not repent, but die without mercy \ 

SECTION 
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SECTION V. 
Gourd Aiviea. 

m 

Y £T all the different fedt and parties of chriftians at* 

•■^ tend with candour to the opinions and practices of 
others, and freely adopt whatever they are convinced is good 
in any of them. There is no fecSl or party but hath ibine 
thing belon^ng to it of an adventithus nature^ and that is no 
neceflary part of the general (yftem ; and let not our party 
prejudices blind us (b far, as to make us condemn and re-^' 
je£l what is good in any fet of men, merely becaufe they 
hold it; but be the fyftem ever fo bad, let us glean from it 
every good idea, and every ufeful cuftom« Were all 
parties fsiithfiiUy to attend to this, the very vrorft of them 
would be made toleraU^ and they would all fooo be 
brought nearer to one ahother in affedion and mutual 
charity, if not in opinion alfo. 

Let us all accuftom ourfelves to the confideration of hav- 
ing Mi proptr head^ and make lefs ufe of other names, by 
way of party diftbdion. We are to call no man father^ 
or majler^ upon earth % for we have cm fgthir^ tvin Godi 
and fine mafter^ even Chrift* The ufe that is made by many 
of the authority of the Reformers^ and others, appears to mc 
to be an infringement of this injun<Sion. The ufe of the 
names of men tends much more to enflame a party fpirit, ^ 
than any other method of diftinguifliing one another. Be- 
fides, by frequently calling one another Ariansj Smnians^ 
Calvinj/isy &c. we are too apt to forget that all thefe are 
only different denominations of chrijlians ; and in order to 
raife an odium againft their adverfaries, many fcruple not 
in ib many words;, to fay they are no chrtjitans* Now had 
men kept to the didin^ion of 9pinm$ only, I cannot con- 
ceive how any man could ever have been called a detfty 
or an injid$l^ who profeffed to believe the diyine miflion of 

Chriii. 
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Chrlft. But the terms Arians, Socinians, &c. eafily pafs 
into that of no chriJVians, This, however, is a moft bafe, 
and difingenuous proceeding ; and thofe per fens mighty 
with the fame propriety, call their adverfarie» Mahometans. 

In all our difputes about diflforent tenets, and modes of 
the chriftian religion, let us be careful not to lofe fight of 
the great end and defign of chrijiianiiy in general, viz, that 
Chrid came to blefs mankind^ in turning them away from their 
iniquities i to redeem (or deliver) us from all iniquity ^ and t§ 
furify unto himfelf a peculiar peopUf Xfakus of good works. 
The chief thin^ therefore^ that we fliould attend to^ and 
the only rule for eflimadog the importance of any opinion^ 
is their efficacy for this moral purpofe. Let us, then, not 
fuffer ouri elves to be deceived by mere words, and pompous 
Joundsm As to thoie who follow other rules of eilimating 
the importance of opinions, and who think that men belief 
can be of any avail to recommend them^ to the favour of 
God s they ought, as I obfenred before, to have very good 
reafons for their perfuafion. For, if once the above men* 
tioncd plain and obvious rule be quitted, it will not be eafy 
to iind another that can be applied to any good purpofe. 
After bfing this clue, men will be involved in ^n endleis 
labyrinth. They will often cry peace^ peace^ U ihenrfehet^ 
when there is ao peace i and they will, alfb, often fear^ wberg 
no fear is, 

I have nothing more to recommend to the different fefls 
and parties of chriftians, but to remember that we are all 
nsen % and to be awaie of the force of pnpudice, to which, as 
fuch, we are all liable. If we be not Ibrangely infatuated 

indeed, we fliall be renfible, that there have been great and 
good men of all parties. Ridley and Latimer were men 
who entertained very difierent opinions, with refpei^ to the 
points which are now denominated orthodox ; yet they were 
both burned at the fame ftake, and fufiered martyrdom with 
equal conftancy. This confideracion alone^ if fufficiently 
attended to, cannot fail, I fliould think, to ftagger the faith 
of thofe, who believe the favour of God to be con&ncd to 

any 
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any one party, efpecially if they be natura!!y men of mo» 
defty and candour. As men^ however, v»e are certainly a]I 
of us fallible, and liable to adopt opinions without fuiBcient 
evidence* Let us, therefore, as becomes mfonable beings 
SQ tbttfe drcttinftaaoes, be caveful to keep our mniids always 
open to convicHon ; let «s cultivate huibiUty, aiid a diffi^ 
dence of uurlclves, and earneftly apply to the God of trutb^ 
that we may be led into all truth. 

What elfe^ thefe confideratioos may have upon mj 
leaders is veiy uncertain. It is not improbable, bat they 
may inflame thcf animofity of Ibme againft the author and 
bis friends ; but on others, it may be hoped, th^ will have 
a different and more favourable influence. If they be of 
any ufe to make any perfons ihiuk and rrfccf^ and fcarch 
the fcrlptures more than they have hitherto done, it is all 
that I defire ; having no doubt, but that the refuk will be 
lavourabie to what I think to be the caufe of truth and vk''^ 
tue. Whether we preach or wrifiet we are properly conw 
pared to thofe who fow feed ; and thit it is our duty to take 
every proper opportunity of doing, though we know not 
whether it will be produ^ive. Eccl. xi. 6. In the mormng 
. fow thy feedy and in the toening withhold not thy hand \ fir 
iifiu kmwifi tt^ wbiihtr Jb^ifroffir, For though Paui may 
fkmt^ mid AptUn watir^ it is God that gtwi tbi incnafii 
that is, the fuccefs depends upon the operation of caufe% 
and the influence of circumftances, which, though they be 
unknown to us, are under the dire6>ionof that great Beings 
"who, in his infinite wifdom> difpofes of us and of all things. 
Aiay ins vnll hi dm^ and Is bim bs gUry^ tbnugb Jifki 
iHbrtft* Amen* 
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THE writer of this Reply bas^ 
at different times {^before bis intention of pub* 
lifhing was fully known) been gently reminded^ 
that any thing from him, in anfwer to Dr. 
Priejlky^s Appeal^ would be the very extreme of 
prefumption. 

He trtifiSi however^ ibat in thus offering bis 
opinion freely on matters of faft, the greater 
part of which feU under his own obfervation^ be 

JJdall not be conftdered by the public as having 
prgfumed too much. At prefent he is not con-- 
winced that the liberty he has ventured to take 
with the DoUor*s Appeal^ requires a farther 
apology. 

It has alfo been fujggefled, that a reply from 

yxxm.'was not neceffary and the rcafon af 
figned has been^ that he had not been ^z- 
tacked'* by Dr. Priejley. 

But bom does this appear ? Dr^PrieJky^ in 

his Appeal^ mofl evidently accufes the clergy 
without difcnmination — the public therefore 
will naturally conclude^ if there be any ground 
for his charge agairift the clergy in general, 

A Z tbofe 




( iv ) 

ibofe nvhofe names are brought forwari on this 
iiCMjion, mujl a fortiori be principals in guilt ; 
and efpecially as tbo/e gentlemen are^ introduced 
by Dr. Pricjlley as his antagonifls, who charged 
him falfely, and never had the jujlice {though 
be replied to them I) to retradl thofe charges. 
And this is infa£l the conclufion of many in dis- 
tant parts of the kingdom. 

A gentlemen ajfured the author thai, when in 
the Wejl of England a few months ago, he had 
' fuch quejlions put to him refpeBing the perfoft 
andchan&ci of Mr. Madan, as evidently im* 
'pHidafufpicion, that this gentleman rnufl have 
been a kind of unprincipled Savage— a very Efau , 
** tjohofe hand was againjl every man;" and they 
feemed aftoniflied 'when be afured them, that 
the urbanity of his manners and benevolence of 
his charaaer leerefucb as rendered bim unrOer^ 
fally rejpeiled f 

Bejides, if the icn'ter be deemed innocent^ wh« 
are the guilty in tbisbufwefs ? "the very tafk he 
has undertaken fuppofes {if be beonbonKfi man) 
that be has no proofs of delinquency agatnjl bis 
brethren, andthat be cannot pqOibly have ajironger 

. conviction of his own innocence, than they have 
^theirs. 
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. // waSf on tbefe grounds^ not poffMe^ that 

the writer of this vindication cu/dy in his Jttuu^ 
tion as a Minijier of Religion [an ojfice^ in which 
character has unqueflionab !) fame influence) Jit 
down j'atisfied with a private apology, and 
in a cafe too of fitch public^ extenjhe^ and 
{without refutation) permanent accufation.^ 
A tejiimoriy of this nature ^ to the retlitude of 
J)is conduB in the late affair^ could at be ft but 
operate locally, and that in a Jituation^ 
wJberCf he trufts^ it will not be deemed arrogant 
in him to fay^ his general chara^er did not want 
it. 

If the public JJ)ould demand^ why the author 
has cbofen to fpeak in the name of the Clergy of 
Birmingham rather than in his ovm^the beft 

reqfon he can affign is^ that he fpeaks their fen- 

timents, and with their general concunren^f 

approbation. 
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^yy^HATEVER be the diiFercnQp pfp^^^^ 
1 Jiion,refpe<aing the religious or polU 

has hitherto prevailed ia this CQUfUry^. Jbp 
now appears ia a iituation which pjecaliafjy 
4fmaii^d« t);ieatteiitioii of his fellow cidtens. 
He prei€iit$ hitnfelf before the tribustai pf 
his country ia the chira<^ of a fi^ffisrer 
a character always, hitcreftiag, and whicJji 
never fails to meet in the breafls of En^* 
liihinen, prepoffeffions the moft indulgent 
%o the tale of its diftf^fs* 

I * • " " ' ' 

i _ jp^r* 

I 

I 

i 
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Dr. Prieftley is certainly right in endea** 
vouring to avail himfelf of this circum- 
ftance $ and we have no doabt the juftice 
of the nation has anticipated his moft fan* 
guine wi(hes» in whatever relates to a fa* 

vourable heariog. His fituation^ as he juAly 
obfcrvcs, is every man's concern ' if one 
member fuffer^ 'tis natural, 'tis benevolent, 
'tis juft, that the whole body ihould fuffer 
with it." 

f ' 

ft 

' We feel for the Dodor as an injured 
man* and we trufl are ready (whatever in- 
terpretation he may put on our profeiHons) 
to allow to him, even in the charader of an 
accuicr, every indulgence in the reprefen^ 
tation of his cafe, which the confciouiheia 
of our own imperfcdions may fuggeft, or 
juftice require* 

On theie grounds we e^pei^ the iame in- 
dulgence from the juftice of our country* 

The 
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^ht injury Dr. Prieilky has ruilained, is 
unguefUonably a great calamity ; but fiiould 
his repreicntations of pur coadudi:, with re- 
fped to the riot$> obtain credit, it will no ' ^ 
longer be juft to compare our fituations on 
" this occaiion* 

What he has fufiered^ does not necefTarily 
« deprive him of the charader of an honeft 
man. The hiftory of fuffering, generally 
conneds with it that of the moft eminent 
virtues j — but the public will fee that, in 
the prefent cafe, the fituation of theaccufed 
is the very reverfe of this. For if the 
clergy, whofe names have been brought for- 
ward on this occafion, really are^ or ihould 
they even be fufpedted of being the wretches 
which Dr. Frieilley reprefents them, theij: 
guilt will form an Anomaly in the hiftory 

of crimes— -or to lay the leaA that can be 
faid of our fituation, the idea of the prefeat 

clergy 

4 
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clergy of Birmingham, by whatever ajQbcia^ 
lion it may hereafter be prefented to the 
minds of Engliflimen, or to the notice of 
Europe, will but exhibit the detellcd image 
of a junto, degraded by their vices from the 
rank, not of minifters merely, but even of 
men. 

As individuals^ it was not our deiign to 

kave bad any farther controyerfy with Dx« 
Prieftley ^ and were we on this occalion to 
confult our own feelings merely, we fliould 
fit down perfedly tranquil, under his re- 
proaches. Something, however, ieems due 
to the public at large, before whcun wc are 
now accufed, and efpedally as that public 
have only had an opportunity hitherto, of 
examining fuch accounts of the late buhnefs 
as Dr. FrieAley and his friends have thought 
proper to circulate. 

Indeed 
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Indeed the part which the clergy as at 
body are known to have taken^ in order to 
quell the riots, and the great perfonal dan- 
ger to which fevcral of them were expofed, 
from thdr aftive interference while %hern 
remained the leail profped of fuccefs— w^tre 
fadis fo generally underftood, that, on a pro* 
portion being made for taking public no-» 
tice of the Dodor's Jirji letter*, the thing 
was deemed wholly itnneceflary ; and the 
r6afon then was, the confidenbe which they 
felt in the rofUtude of their condud:^ which 
they had the iatisfa£tion to underiland was 

univerfally acknowledged by their townf^ 

* * ' ' . • •■ ■ • 

men. 

k m 

They alfo coniider^ that whatever ran- 
cour Dr. PriciUey might indulge towards 
them, as Minifters of the Church of England ^ 
yet, when the effervefcence of firfl: refcnt* 
ments had a little fubiided. and better in- 

* To the Inhabitants of Burmiogham, vid« Ap{>eii. to App. No. U.* 

formation 
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formation refpedling their real condu£l ia 
the bufinefs arrived ; a fenfe of jufticej^ 
not to fay gratitude^ to tbem^ and of reipeSb 
for that public whom he had fo grofsiy im* 
pofed upon, would have led him to retrad 
his charges, aud to make fuitable acknow* 
ledgments for fuch a condu(3;« 

• While it remained a queftioii whether Dr« 
Prieftley would return to his former fitua- 
tion in Birmingham, and while the charges 
exhibited by him were not direded to indi- 
viduals, had the clergy ftepped forward (a^ 
they might juftly have done) aad expofed 
his injuftice, it might have been interpreted 
as an attempt on their part to increafe the 
popular odium againft him. 

Nqw^ the cafe is materially altered. He 
has chofen a new Aation, and from thence 
commenced a regulac attack, not upon the 
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mob (for thefe^ la his appreheniioo> were but 
the in/iruments) but upon four clergymen by 
name, whom he accufcs, by the moft dired 
implication, as having been the chief movers 
of popular tumult and outrage-— as incen« 

diaries, pillagers of houfes, &c. &c« 

• • • 

« 

Willing as we are to admit that the 
dodrine of Chriftian mecknefs, forgive- 
nefs of injuries, and love of our enemies^ 
«< ihould be interpreted by our Saviour's 
condud^" as exhibiting, in our opinion, 
the higheft example of all thefe virtues ; 
and being thoroughly convinced that, he 
never felt otherwife than he ought to have 
done, with refpe£t to bis enemies"-— we 
cannot help expreihng, en pajfant, our fur* 
prife, that fo much flrefs ihould be laid^ in 
this inftance, on our Lord % example*. 

For we would afk, what fecurity Dr* 

* Vid* Pre^Ke to Appeal* p« 19* 

^ Prieftlcf 



Fricftley can have oa bis view of Ghrift'$ 
^^B&ct, why be ihould not liave felt 
otbefWiie than he ought to have done 
ipeding his enemies V* Is it becauie i6f 
JW^^ peccable ' like ourf^vesj u^i, in tb^ 
Dodor'§ opinign, really difcovered for- 
titude in the profped of his fufierings, than 
many of his difciples fince have done ? 

Dr. Pricftley, even in the abufc of thofc 
whom he deems his enemies^ would^ if poA 
Able, be found in good company— he un* 
queftionably meant to pay our Lord a com* 
pliment on this occafion ; but the obliquity 
of his purpofe is not more evident by the 
abfurdity of the compliment^ when com* 
pared with his avowed opinion of Chriil's 
mperfedions^ than by his miferable attempt 
to eftablifli an analogy between their reipec* 
tive tempers in circumftances of perfecution 

and fufiering. 

1 We 
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We not charge " his language of 
^ Cbri&iaa meekacfs'* on this occafioq^ 
eilber with hypocrify pr meanfier$*i" bat 
this we will venture to tky, from the Ipeci- 
mens of that amiable temp^f ^;chibite4 in 
the Dodor's AppcaU ^hat Chrijlian m^ejj^nefs^ 
in iis pra<Stice, diifer^ Jim^^i^g foHii wfxat ia 
• geaorjally underftood by that expreffion, and 
specially aa wc iiiui it illuftiiated in the life 
ofChrift, 

How far what he calls ^'bis/aiis* may in 
general turn out to be ^^^^^^^/^W/," the public, 
we flatter ourfelves, will now be put in a 
fituation to judge— they will alfo be able to 
determine, whether the language he holds 
towards thofe whom he deems his enemies, 
be that of " juft indignation, ' or of the molt 
complete infolence and abufe that malignity 
itfelf could have fuggefted. 

f Vid. Preface to Appeal, p. i8« 
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With refpeA to ourfelves, and the mannef 

of our interference in this buUneU — we lhail 
only fay» in the language of our adverfary^ thac 
feeling ourfelves to be, by Dr. Prieftley's 
Appeal, a publicly injured body, we can- 
^ not abandon thatlenfeof dignity peculiar 
to that charader» or not feel the faperiority 
it gives us over our injurer^ and which 
will aeceflarily influence the language in 
which we fpeak of him*.*' 

^ Vid, Flre£ice to Appeal* p« s»» 
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TO 

THE REVEREND DR. PRIESTLEr's 



APPEAL. 



THEDoAor divides his Appeal into two parts> 
Narrative and Rejle^iom. 
In the commencement of his narrative^ he obliges 
the public with the hiftory of his fettlement in Bir- 
mingham. This part of the narrative is alio en- 
riched by the hilloiy of an offered penfion, the 
Dodtor's magnanimity in rejeding the overture—* 
by the manner in which his afFeftions and conduft 
were 4cexnateiy divided between the iludy of phi- 
loibphy and that of his original and favourite pro- 
fcffion i— we arc alfo told 1k>w he difcontinued for 
fix whole years together, the public duties of a 

B Chriftian 
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Chriftiaii Minifter, and in a fituation where diofe 

dudes might have been difcharged with confiderable 
advantage ;<--and how for feven years more in the 
houfe ol a Nobleman, he remained out of an em- 
ployment for which he had always the ftrongeft 
picdikcilon i" — and finally, how occafionally 
appeared in this his favourite chara(!;Ur^ where he 
thought his performances might be acceptable. 
Thefe fcveral circumftances, however i^rtmt in 
diemfelves, and proper for bim to introduce on tbis 
occafion, are certainly points not immediately con- 
neded with the prefent queftion, and in which, 
for this reafon^ our common judges will feel no 
particular incereft. 

The Doclor, indeed, might think the piece in- 
complete without them, and therefore, for the 
amufement of a chiWilh public, introduced them as 
a pi^ure to his narrative. 



WE now proceed to ferious bufineis i and it is 
obfervable, that the firft thing the Doftor records 
of his new neighbours, turns upon the exc^vepar^ 
Jjfirit which be found amongft the members of the 

Eftabliihment ; 
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EftabliQiiTient : This, he declares, ran higher 
than in molt other pares of the kingdom.". He 

aflures us, that " fiich was the bigotry of the clergy 
of Birmingham, that long before he went thither^ 
as well as during the whole time of his rcfiding 
tliere, they refiifed to go into the fame coach with 
the diflenting minifters at funeralsi or to walk 
with them in the proceilion." 
To this conduft of the clergy, as a principal 

caufe, the Dodlor would no doubt have the public 

aicribe the fpirit of the high church party lb confpi-* 
cuous on the eftablifliment of Sunday Schools in 
Birmingham i' together with the well known 
bigotry of the town in general, which difcovered 
*^itfelf fo remarkably on the arrival of Mr. New* 
ling, &c/' page 6, 7. 

It is necellary here to obfervc, that what the 
Dodfcor reprefents as the condu£^ of the clergy, was 
, the conduct but of d. farl of them, and that for rea- 
ibns which thofe gentlemen arc ready to explain. 
The Rector of Sc. Martin's, in pardcular, from 
whom " better things were cxpeiled," came to Bir- 
mingham about the fame . time, the DoiSor did, 
and it was notlong afiser his arrival that the appli- 
cation the Doftor fpeaks of, was made. Mr. Curtis 
felt no objedion to Mr. Scholeficld as an ptdhndiuU ; 
but he confidered, if he complied in that inftance, 
it would not be in his power to draw the line in 

B a . future. 
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future^ and that he might be called upon to a£b 
^dalfy with mcOy whofe oppoficion tx> the do&rines 
and difcipline of diat church of which he is a mem- 
bcfj had carried them to excefle^ in his apprehea- 
fioiii in the higheft degree ilGberal and indecent. 

Of this clals he juftly confidered Dr. Prieftley ; 
with him, therefore^ he could not confidently ad: 
upon fuch occanons ; and for this reafon fokly, he 
itfii&d to comply in the inllance produced by the 
Doftor. 

Thb may poflibly be reprefinted by the Doctor 

as an ioAance of ftrong prejudice (and we know 
there are prgudicea (or which befrof^s u have n$ 
feeling) but he is noc the only judge in this cafe. 
Impaj;tial men will aUow» that Mr« Curtis, notwxch* 
ftanding he happens to diiok difierently from ibme 
of his fiimiiy, had a right to judge for himfelf in this 
infiairi and they will even commend him (or aS^mg 
upon that judgment according to the beft of liis abi- 
lity^ in a very nice and difficult fituation. That 
gentleman has aUb the fatisfeclion to know, upon 
the Dodor's own authority, that Hrhether his con^ 

duct in the bulinels were founded in the clearcft 
reafon, or whether it were a mere prgudice^ it really 
contributed nothing to the bigotiy of Churchmen, 
nor produced any otlier unpkaiant eficdt whatever 
upon his townfmen. For the Doftor aflures ui in 
the very firft line of his tamiim' Uuerh ^ 

^ himfelf 
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himlelf had, at the time thde epiftles were writf 

ten, lived very happily for near ten years in this 
part of the country i** and in page 6, he iiirther 
reminds the inhabitants of Birmingham, that the 
DilTenters are perlbns with whom they have lived 
"in good neighbourhood from their infancy;"— 
and in this opinion is the Dodor fupported by the 
oldeftand moft relpcdkable inhabitants of Birming- 
ham. 

Had therefore the Doftor inclined to make his 
complaint to his Lordihip of St. Aiaph^ he ought 
rather to have feid— ** Your Lordfliip knows it is a 
part of my great plan, which wonderfully fuits my 
difpofidon, to find exceptions to the conduft of tbe 
clergy as fucb I therefore beg your attencloa to an 
incident in the behaviour of that iody in Birming- 
ham i at the fame time I muft entreat your Lord- 
ihip to be afliired, that what I have ftated is not 
univerfaUy true of thofe gentlemen, nor is it in itfdf 
a matter of the leaft confequence with refpedb to n^y 
happinefs, or tliat of DiJfmUrs at large — the inh;^- 
bitants of Birn^ingham having lived, and ftiU coq- 
^tinuing to live with people of our dcfcription, on 
tenm of the moft per&d good neighbourhood.— 
Your Lordihip will dierefore pardon mc ! my pro- 
peofity i$ £cct^ ymr irefbr^, is an infirmity which 
you cafily perceive, neither my prefeat happy htua- 
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tion, nor even good manners to your Lordflxip, 
can reprefs V* 



TO pcrfons at adiftancc,it may appear trif- 
ling to follow the Doftor in his detail of incidents, in 
tliemfelves of lb local and uninterefting a nature i— 
but his objed in bringing them before the public i& 
perfedly intelligible. He would have tjie country 
to linderftand, that thefe leveral circunnftances» 
however inconfiderable they may appear, were but 
the pares of a regular fyftem of prejudice which had 
long Been forming againft the Diflenters. It is with 
this view, and to prepare the public the better for 
' his grand conclufion, viz. that the late riots ori*- 
.ginatcd with Churchmen, and were even coun- 
tenanced at the time by the clergy and laity of Bir- 
mingham, that he endeavours to detedl what he 
calls the bigotry of the high church party^ in the 
condud of Sunday S chools. 

it happens, however, unfortunately for his pur* 

pofe, that either through mifinfornnation^ or from a 
fettled plan of perverting and rendering odious the 
conduft of others, he has totalty mifreprefented thb 
plain buiineis. . 

On 
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On the firft eilablifbmenc of diis excellent charity 

in Birmingham, it was made an exprefs law of the 
inlticutionj that the diildren educated in the fchools, 
fliould attend on the worihip of the Eftabliihed 
Church onfy'y and on tliis plan were the fchools 
conduded for a confiderable time with unanimitjr 
and fuccefi. At length fome of the fubfcribers, 
who were Di&nters^ o^eded to this limitation 
refpefting the attendance on divine worfhip ; — they 

thought it neceflary that the children of DiiTen- 
tcrs (hould have the benefit of Sunday Schools, 
*^ without being obliged tq deiert their own places 
of worfliip." This very reafonable alteration was 
fubmitted to the committee of the day, who in con- 
iequence convened a general meeting of the fub- 
fcribers, for the exprefs purpoft; of determining on 
the expediency of the propofed regulation. Ac 
this meeting it was refolvcd, agreebly to the wifh 
of the Diiienters> that the children ihould attend 
once in tfie day at leaft at fuch plaees of public 
worihip^ as their p^ents ihould appoint*," — at 
the fame time it was exprefsiy enjoined, that the pa* 
tron who might recommend a Diflenter's child, 

* The tenth law of the Inftittttton, ftood originall/ atfoUows: 
That the icholars in eaeh diftrid, with their rcfpe<ftive teachers 
^* go to church or ehapel once in the day at leaft." To this, the 
following addition was ma.dc, at the inftance of fevcral very re- 
fpe^itablc Difl'cntcrs. ** Or fuch other pia4.e of public worihjp as 
ihaii be appointed b7 their parenta/' 

B 4 ' Ihould 
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Ihould engage its regular attendance at the place. 

of worfhip fixed on by the parent. The defign of 
the latter regulation was to prevent an inconve* 
nience^ which many of the fubfcribers had appre- 
hended might otherwiic follow from the meaiure~ 
"which was, that when once the children ceafed to 
be accountable to the general committee for their 
condud^ during the hours of divine ferrice on the 
Sunday, there would be great danger of their not 
attendmg any place of worlhip at all. The neg|i-> 
gence of parents, together widi the too great diipo- 
fition which children, in that fituation of life, ge- 
nerally difcover of neglcfting the plaineft duties of 
the Sabbath, fuiHciently jultitied this apprehenfton« 
Thus the bufinels was, in all appearance, ami- 
cably adjufted — the Diiiemers wiihed to put the in- 
- ftitution up6n what appeared to them a more liberal 
footing, and in this the Members of the Eftabliflimcnt 
concurred with them. The public will now naturally 
alk, why was this rule refcinded ? The faft is, // 
never was refcinded of all ^ notwithftamling Dr. 
Prieftley has allured the public that, " the high 

church party, not being content with the n)ea- 

fure, at a meeting of the fubfcribers^ the bufinels 
' *^ of which was not advertifed^ the former rule was 
" refcinded," &c. p. 6. 

The minutes of the iociety, in which all tlie cir- 
cumftances of the firft meeting, for adopting the 
DiHenters' propoiition^ are particularly ftated ^ give 

00 
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no intimation of any fubfequenc meeting whatever 
on th^ bulilidft : nor is the fiknce (rf'the minutes to 
be attributed to any omiflTion in inicrting the bufineis 
of a public meeting of this natures inafmuch as 
ftvcral gentlemen (and moft of them friends to tlie 
Diflfenters' meafure) who have been in the conftant 
iialrit of attending the public and private meetings 
reiiadng to the bufinefi of Sunday fchools, from the 
beginning, have no knowledge, or recollection of 
any fuch tranfadion as is here ftated. 

There were, indeed, accounts received by the 
committee (who fit once a fortnight for the purpoie^ 
of tmnladtng the bufinefs of the inftitution) which 
gave them reaibn to apprehend the Dilfenters had 
hot duly executed the truft repofed in them, itH 
ipeding the attendance of the cliildren on public 
worflup. This produced occaiionai converiations 
on the probable confequences which might follow 
from any irregularity of this kind j but farther than 
this, they never proceeded in ihe affain . Indeed, 
the utmoft the committee could do in the bufineis, 
was to recommend to the refpedtive vifitors to propofe, 
in default of the Dilfenters in care of their children, 
that thofe children Should go with the others to 
their refpeftive cliurches, rather than be left at their 
own di^fal on the Lord's day. To refe^id the 
above law was an a£t for which no committee was 

1 corn- 
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competent, and there uriqucftionsWy n^ver was if 
gmral meitiug b€id ifx my liich purpole. 

The DoAor flates n circtimftance in dus bufinefs 
which is rather curious. He fays, " As there weiv 
m chikben of Dilftntm who wanted that ihftnic* 
lion, all the Sunday fcholars> without exception^ 
went to the eftabliihed churchy and no impUbu 
was ever made of this by any Dilienter." ib. 
This account of things is, no doubt, given with 
the beft intention m the world i and it cannot fail to 
ihew the public how much care the Di&aters take 
of their own poor children, and at the fame time 
their extreme liberality towards thoie of the Efta^ 
bltflunent. But a quefticm here naturally arifa^ 
if it be a faft, that there were no children of Dif- 
femors who wanted this inftrudion, and confc- 
" qucntly that none but the children of Churchmen 
^ went to the eftabliihed church on the Sunday:"* 
What was there in this that any Diflenter could 
juftly complain of? Does the Dodtor mean to 
Tay, that his friends were entitled to particular praile 
for not refuftug to Churchmen what they had io re- 
cendy defired and obtained for ibemfiilves, viz. the 
right of fending their children to iuch places of 
worlhip as their parents might chooie i or would 
he be underftood to pay them the finifter compli- 
ment> of having thrown in their mite on ihe'occa-- 

fion^ 
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Iton^ with the indired: view of making DiiS:Q« 
ter»? 

The Dodor certainly does not mean to ftand 
forward as the acculer of Us brethren in this ia« 
ftanee; nor, if he were fo inclined, is there any 
thing to jullify fo grofi a refledion:-*-but he has 

expreffed himfelf .fomewhat darkly, aiid we inuft 
underftand him as we can. 

On whac authority Dr. Prieftley has aflerted that 
no children of Diflencers wanted this inftrudion/* 
we are utterly at a lofs to conceive ; the experience 
of thofe of us, who have attended to the bufuieis of 
Sunday Ichools in this town, having fumifhed us 
with repeated proofs to the contrary. Befidcs, 
Mr. Ruifell, in his Letter to the Chairman of 
die Committee (a gircumftance of which Dr. 
Prieftley ought not to have been ignorant) at ' 
fures him, chat the reafon why the Dilfenters wiffi« 
ed the above alteration to take place few— that 
they bad a fe w Peer children to recommend, who, 
they wiflied, might partake the advantage of Suiv* 
" day fchools, without being obliged to defcrt their 
own places of worlhip*." 

Wc fofpeft there may poffibly be Ibme claffe of 
Di$<:ntersamongft us whom the Do£lor knows but 
litde of i and probably never would have taken the 

• VidcApp. Nol. 
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trouble to know, had it not been with the hope of 

firengtiiening ^certain intereftj and, by this means^ 
haftening the tccmnpliihnieiit of his &YOiirite ob- 
jcd-'-^e deftruflion of the Eftabliflameiic. 
The ipuUicy. we cnift, will deem this fuffici^ in 
(phuiadon of the condud of ibe high church party 
in the bufinds of Sunday fchoob.~Let Dr. Prieii> 
ley, hyfa^Si contradidt diis ftatetncnt if he can. 



THE DocElor dates his firjl perfonal difference 
widi the clergy^ from the fecelTioo of four of them 
**'froin our public library, becaufe his Hijiory of the 
Corrupuons of Cbr^ianitj had been voted into iu'* 
p. II. 

The queflion here is not, whether thofc gendemcn 
were perfedly right in their idea of this bufinefs ? 
They certamly thought tliat the introdudion of 
controverfy was inconfiftent with wha^ they had 
reafon to believe, was die, original delign of the in- 
fiitution* In this opinion they do not appfcar Co 
have differed very materially from the Doftorhim- 
felf, excepting that he conceived ^ the thing might 
' be allowed when the library wfts well ftocked with 

* books 
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* books of oAer kinds, and more generally intereft- 

* iog i — they, on the contrary, thought that, this 
flonrUhing ftate of the librtrf had not yit anxved i 

and that whenever it did, it would Jliliht proper to 
C0n(ider that kind of reading, which j«mr^ intereflU 
ed a fociety intended to embrace men of every per* 
luahon, as the moji ufefuL 

It appeared, however; AaC in this opinion tfiey 
differed from a majority of the fubfcribcrs, and Oii 
diicoveriog this, they returned to the (bciety^ and 
ftill continue to be members of it. But in what 
did the offence of thde gendemen conlift I Why^ 
truly, they prefumed to give an opinion on what ap- 
jMsared to them the proper condu& of the library % 
an inffitution, in the profperity of which, as fiA>~ 
fcribers, they muft have felt a common intereft. 

It leems, however, that in a fociety new modiUei 
by the Doftor, this was venturing a great deal too 
much. It was to diffi:r from Dr. Pneftky, by call^ 
ing the infallibility of his meafures into qucftbn i 
which, when he found he could not carry with his ac- 
cuftomed authority, he immediately withdfew his af* 
fiftancc,which had liitherto been of cilcatial fervice in 
the condud of the library. In this he was followed by 
Ibme of his principal friends, who, although they 
continued to be choice on the commiuee as uluaL 
did not give their accuftomed attendance; and 

tiius with Dr. Priefi;ky became feceders in their turn. 

We 
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Wc reilly hoped Dr. PitcfUcy would have been 
filent on this bufineis. From what fell under the 
obfervadon of feme of us during the whole of that 
afikify we are forry to be obliged to lay, we never 
&W great talents (o degraded by party confident- 
tionsj as in the conduft of Dr. Pricftlcy in iome 
parts of that bufinefs. 

Witnefs his Addrefs to the Subjcribers on one oc- 
calion, in which he endeavoured by little artifice, 
and plaufible impofidon, to make the gendcmcn be- 
fore referred to contemptible, and for no other rea« 
fon than their having the misfortune to differ from 
him in opinion. This addrefs was replied to with 
juft feverity in a publication under the fignature of 
M. S. which the Doctor would have the public be- 
lieve was frm to any thing from him againft the 
clergy — indeed, he even mentions his not replying 
to this publication (diough he himielf had provoked 
it) as an inftance of his extraordinary forbearance 
in avoiding all controverfy with the clergy of the 

town. 

Had the Do£lor aded candidly in the bulineis, 
he would have informed the public, that a difftrence 
of opinion, with refpeA to the conduct of the libra-* 
vjy had unfortunately arifen between' him and feme 
of the clergy that this difference had communis 
eated to their relpeAive friends and adherents, and, 
js is tog frequently the cafe in fuch diiferences, with 

Ibmc 
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feme warmth on both fides ; — that this had qxprcfled 
icfelf on the occafion by fuch refencments as candid 

menoireither fide mull be forry for, and condemn : 
he woiild have coafeHbd like an hondt man^ that if 
blame were due in the bufinefi, though he couklnot 
juilify Churchmen, he and foine of his more zealous 
fiiends were certunly entided to a full {hare:--*but 
this would be too great a llicrifice to juftice, and 
efpecially when the objed evidendy Ihows itfelf to. 
be that of afcriblng all die ignorance, violence, and^ 
gaUt of the occaiion to and all the. wifdom^ tem^ 
pcrance, and innocence of it to thsjnfdves* - 



THE Doftor having leen in the injiances we 
have recited, the lamentable effects of * this exceflivc 
* party fpirit' of High Churchmen^ obliges us, in the 
progrefsof his Narrative, with a very circumftanual 
account of his generous interference, in order, if 
poflible, to dilcover the caufe, and to apply an ef- 
fectual lemedy to thi9 evil. He then ftates the great 
pains he took, froa:i the fail of his refidence in Bir- 
mingham, to perfuade the Diflenters to relinquiih 
^ right they have long poflcffcd, of appointing to the 

office 
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office of High BailiiiV &cc. aAdiiQW hy kii addrelk 
he gradtHll^ lucoecded in bringing over (ome of the* 

principal of them to his opinion ; and then^ the ob- 
jc£tion made to his propo&l, of the very bad ufe 
which the high church party would be fure to make 
of their generoficy, ihoiild they once relinqutih didr 
authority j and iail of all, the afllftance which he 
feund in the counfcl of Quakers^ and fome moderate 
Churchmen, one of the latter (a Churchman, no 
doubt, to his mind) aOTuhng him, that no good 
would come of the mcafiirc; and yet the Doftor 
in the ipiht of entire fubmiiTion, ftill conunued 
firm in Ids fifft opinion* Narn p. 8, 9. 

This is undoubtedly a very good, and a very /ea- 
j0ndbU account too^ of Dr. Frieftley, given by 
hunfelf. 

Confidering the Dodiror's natural diffidence of 

power, and the extreme readinefs which himfelf and 
principal friends have ever difcovered in giving up 
authority mci ebtainedy this muft appear a very pro- 
bable, as well as interefting itory. It may be true, 
and we have no doubt proper vouchers will be found 
to fliew, that all this did aftually take place. At 
prefent we are, unfortunately, not in pofl^on of 
faSiSy and we fear we fhould not be pcrfeftly jufti- 
fied in admitdng tliis reprefentacioa on the ground 
oi analogy merely, 

. Dr. 
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Dr. Prieftkjr has advanced many things in hia 

Appeal, which to us appear extraordinary j and 
what extremely iacrcafes our (Ufficulty is, that nioft 
of chefe extraordinary things are ofiered, with the 
fimplidty and cafanneft of confdous tmegritf • We 
have had fome dealings with the'Dodor; but we 
would not anticipate the degree of credit which in 
every inftance may be due to his iare word — that 
we have an cipinion on this queftion is certain^ and 
we fulpeft the public will have tbeirsf when the dif^ 
lerent repiefentations in his Appeal ihall have been 
thoroughly escamined. 

We fliall confider it an obligation due to our 
country, as well as of the deareft juftice to ouHMves, 
that we keep no fecrets on this occafion. The bu- 
finefs has now afiiimed a moft ierious form. There 
is no alternative — either the clergy of Birmingham 
have forfeited their rank in Ibciety, and their daim 
on its protection , or Dr. Prieftley lias, In the face 
of his country, incurred the guilt of accuiing the 
innocent on the ground of invented fefks, and of 
giving plaufibility to the impoiiuony by the afiec-* 
tstkm of candour; and chriftian medcnefi* 

Difmiffing now the confideration of the Doftor's 
Jectet fervices towaids reftoring the peace tht 
town i we proceed to the fourfh article of impeach* 
merits This appears ia the 12th pageof his Nam 

The great iacrcafc of party Ipirit in the town, and 

C "whaii 
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wliac, to all appearance, contributed moft to the 
^ fatal cataftrophe, the catiie of which wife are now 

inveiligating, arofe from tlie apj:>lication of the 
*f Diflenters for the repeal of the Corporadon and 

Teft a6ls, the nature and tendency of which were 
*^ ftrangdy milapprehended by the great body of the 

clergy^ &c/' This ftatement wants a little explana*. 
tion, to make it clearly underftood by peribns at a 
difiance, and Dr. Prieftley unqueftionably writes for 

. 7 

iLcif'ii, 

We readily admit that, on the fiulure of the Jhrji 
of dieir late applications to parliament, circum* 
Itaaces did arifc which tended extremely to expoie 
the true temper and views of Dr. Prieftley, and to 

fink him prodigioufly in die opinion of his townf- 
mcn* From the appearance of his Letter to the 
Minlftcr, on the part he took in that difcuflion, 
may truly be dated that fufpicion of his de%ns 
which difpaffionate men of every party feemed 
ilrongly to entertain, and which it now became nc- 
ceflary by every lawful means to provide againft. 

This eventful epiftle, written as he acknowledges 
with /bme degree of indignadon,'* and certainlf 
without the leaft meafure oi decency, contained 
nothing," in the Do&or's optnioni unbecoming 
Englifhmen, provided they thought themfelves 
unjuiUy and ignominiguily treatedL" page 17. 

How 
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How far the grounds of complaintj ufually brought 
forward on this fubjeft> will juftify the complainants 
in charging injuftice on their country, or in, repre- 
fenting themielves as treated with ignominy, we 

jfhali not enquire — the queftion rather fcems to be,' 
whether when we would know what kind of lan- 
guage it becomes us as Britons, to hold to a Britifh 
Senate, we are yet to be inftrudled by the Filli- 
women of Paris, or their admirers in this coun- 

" This letter, fo perfcftly decorous^ and juftly 

indignant, was publifhed in London, and there- 
fore had no particular reference to Birmingham 
but it bad a particular reference to that which every 
friend to the exifting government, whether he re- 
fided in Birmingham, or in any other part of the 
Britifli empire, muft have felt himfelf immediately 
interefted in. It was upon the whole, a pretty fair 
devciopement of what he would be at ; and it has, 
in the judgment of fober men, marked with fome 
degree of precifion, the boundaries of this man's 
ambition : — it has fliewn him to poflefs at ieaft one 
fixed principle^ to eftablifh which the Do&or does not 
feem over fcrupulous about the means ^ — he even 
appears to think, that the convullion^ if not the 
total overthrow of every exifting government in 
Europe (that of the JFrench is mw excepted of 

C 2 courfe) 
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coulie) would not, if needful, be too great a price^ 

provided this great point could be attained*. 

Till this letter appearedj tbe^buiineis the 
repeal had excited but litde attention in die town, 
excepting amongit thofe who deem themfdves ag- 
grieved by the aAs in queftion. It has appeared 
fince, tliat tlicre were many Members of the Efta- 
bliihment, and Ibme of the clergy amongfl: us, who 
entertained, //// that period^ ftrong doubts on the 
propriety of continuing thofc reftridions ; and there 
is realbn to thinks from the temper manifefted on 
the firji agitation of the buiineis, that the repeal 
would not have been an unacceptable event to many. 

Be that as it may,k was not then underitood, that 
to give a free and manly opinion on the expediency 

* As to the firmk RtvohaiMf the defoce d which has been 
itnpitted to mymf and othen, as fo grstt accime, you will fixNi 

•* fee it in a diflferent light. The enormous expcnce of «// modern 

** European Governments having opened the eyes of men to the 
nature and ufes of government in general ; and in confei^ueacc- 
of this, the twbole of the Gothic Feudal Syilcm, embradng mat- 

**tersboth of a cifi| eccMMic itttOf% k beginning to fhalae 
to its fottodation* will neoeflarily .produce ai^nmljkit^ 
which will be felt in State in Europe, ^//nations mnft id> 

«< Itmatelf be benedted by h, though they fuffer by the temporary 

♦* fhock." Judication to the Dolor's vlppcal, p. 14. 

It Ihonld fecm, to a plain man, from the above paragraph, that ' 
the defence and celebration of the French RevQiutioH had oi&er afpcdlc 
befidethat ot removing objedions to the commercial tnatj^3i pa- 
triotic motive Afyribed by Dr. Prieftley to the piomolera. of -the 
dinner on the 14th of July« Mpfud^ p» 

of 
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of retaining thofe afts, would expofe a Member of 
the Bridih Senate to menace and infult; — ^thatpe^ 
titlons for the redrefs of grievances were to be fuc- 
ceeded by demands^ and thofe too^ in their full ex- 
tent, tindefincd*: — ^mnch lefs was it fulpcftcd that 
the man, who had thus dared, moil unconftkution^ 
ally, to infringe on the freedom of debate (for we 
do maintain^ that the letter in queftion is, in fame . 
of its partsf , a ferfimal ime^e^ and not an anfwer to 
arguments) — that this man was to adopted as tlie 
champion and leader of the whole party in this 
bufinefs ; or that after organizing the bodyof Dif- 
{enters, and bringing them to a£t as one man, their 
future condud: in this afiair was to be governed, 
as ic unqueftionably has been in a certain degree 
(efpecially in this and the neighbouring counties) 
by the maxima of liis policy^ 

• 

* ^<\\^e (hall even a(k more than we have hitherto done, and fliali 
^ not be denied. When we confider how many more friends we 
M bare now, th«t all the influence oi^ popular Kmgt and all the arts 
^oiaa inJUSom Ma^/hr are agakift i»(no ftone having been left ut- 
^ turned (by this popular King and infldloos Miniiter, no doubt) to 
*« defeat our application) than we had in the two laft reigns, when 
** the Court was uniformly in our favour, we are convinced that li- 
** btral ituLiments, favoui .ible toourjuil clan/ij , iuwc ^ainQd muQli 
** ground, &c." p. 13. Famil. Letter IV. 

t Vid. Letter to Mr. Pitt, page a, 3, Dr. PricUky'i> idea in Uic 
paffages here referred to, is thoroughly e;^lained in bis fourth let" 
Ur to the InimUtmtt ^ Bifrmngkimt page 12* where he calls this 
truly iliuftrious Statefman, an insidious Ministbr. 

C3 «This 
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* This letter, as our Appellant jvrfkly obfervesji 

* gave great, and we may add, juft and general, of- 

* fence.' It was not probable the Englifli nation 
thus iiilukcd, in the pcrion oi one of iL^i moft vir- 
tuous repreienutives^ and boldly menaced in thoie 
privileges which the experience of an age, at leaft, 
has taught them to revere, and even the magic of 
modem difcdveries cannot prev2ul with them to re- 
linquiih — ic was too much to expert, that the people > 
of En^and could look on lilendy on (iidi an occa* 
fion. 

If the clergy interfered on this occafioo, they in- 
terfered not as clergymen merely, but as citizens 
and as men* However Dn Prieftley may defpife 

them a s a oGlIj hie iliouid know, that as individuals 
they do pretend to rights which they are not yet pre- 
pared to offer at the fhrine of his contempt. 

As the clei^ of Birmingham unluckily did not 
afk theDoftor what he then meant, or might after- 
wards profefi to mean, by fume modeil diings in 
this famous letter, but irufted to their ^zew judgment 

die affair i it did appear to them> that the alpe<5t 
of the thing was not altogether fd propidous to thofe 
rights as fome people have imagined. They alio 
thoi ght as the Dodkor and his friends were about 
to afk the opinion of Parhametit on the buiuieis^it; 
might not be an improper time to ^ye ibeirs. 

Nor 
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Nor did the appearance of the Doftgyt^s moft 
calm and moderate of all difcourfes thai- ever was 
*f written on a poUtical. fubjcd,*^ alcer xh^t opmion. 
on diis bufinefs* 

They perceived, indeed, that his gif^i at the; 
Miniilerhad taught him circwn^e^itm^ and that his 
wounds received in that rencounter being yet frejh^ 
be fought caiaioufly i — but the true defign of this 
' pieceof management was too palp^le^ to be mis- 
taken. ' • 

The Do&or would be underftood^- in : that un- 
exampled difcourfe^ to have prelented the olivt', ^;v;;;./ , 
while in fa6t he was but iiicditacing a change ol* 
ftgnab^ 'znd concerting a new method of attack. 
, What now (die Dodtor afks) was the condud 

of the clergy throughout England^ and efpecially 

at Birmingham, on this occafion?" . \v iui the 
condud of ^ the clergy throughout England/ the 
accufed have, in this bufinels, nothing to do; jior 
Ihould it have been introduced her^, . unkf$ the 
clergy of Birmingham be, in the Doiftor's opinion, 
tranfgreffors of that magnitude, that the poHtical 
errors, and human frailties of all their bredir^n 
throughout Englartd and Wales, and the to\yn of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed, may, in jufticcj be imputed 
to tbcm. It is unqu^ftipnably not juft to ciianaaie 
a whole body of n}en> as in this inftap$:e, without 
the clcareft evidence ^ aiiu it UiUil kud tljinkiiig 

C 4 niea ^ 
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men to {BfpeSt ftlrongly die goodnds of that caufe 

which requires fuch rajb ajjumpions as thefe to fup- 
poit it* Did Dr. Prieftley - fad that as indMibuds^ 
he could not fubftantiatc the guilt of the clergy of 
JSiimingham, and that k was therefore nece&ry to 

condemn them in a crowd? 

What now was the conduft efpedaUy of the 

^ clergy at Birmingham on this occafion ?** To 
this queitionj and in its full extentj they are ready 
to anftra- fat tbmfelves. It was lunply as fellows : 

They afiembled (in confcquence of an advertife- 
snent figned by fe vera! of the nobility and gentlemen 
of the county) peaceably with odiers^ in the Town- 
hall at Warwick— /ikr^ they deliberated pubMy on 

the moft proper and conftltutional way of exprefilng 
their fentiments on an important queftion foon to be 
fubmitted to parliament — the refuh of their deiibera-^ 
dons was fui^itjhed immediately afterwards in a ftring 
of refoludonsy which were thus left open to the ani- 
niadveriion of the parties concerned. 

This is the only tranfaftion for which the clerg}% 
as a body, in conjundion with the laity, are properly 
anfwerablei and of/ this, upon the whole, we' know 
of no clergyman who cither is, or ought to be 
aihamed. k was the plan which comnK>n fenie 
ftemcd tO' point out, and in which the Diflenters 
throughout England^ bad^iYtn us tiie exampkm 

This 
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Thb public aft of the bodf^ as it is the mofl: ma- 
terial in point of evidence, with reiped to the con- 
duft of the clergfs fi> it was uoqueftionably the^ 

frft in order of tinme, Mr. Madan's difcourk^ did 
not appear till ibme time afterwards* Of th^ ipirit 
of that lermon, " which Dr. Pricftlcy ajSerts was 
" the landc with hundreds and thoufands echoed 
from otter pulpits^ &c." and to which he finds 
fuch good humoured exceptions in his Familiar Let^ 
ttrs we ihall only %, that the difcourle itfel^ 
with the Duclor'sf;v<iwm^/i<wofit, and Mr. Madan's 
difence^ are before the pubhc. We Batter ourfelves 
that the public will think , with us, that, ib &r aa 
that gendeman could be properly expected to pro- 
ceed in the controyeify, his vindication is complete^ 
Should it even be deemed otherwife, it is tliv^ l of 
an individual ^ and that indi vidual^ we are convinced^ 
would have the public conlider Urn as alone ac- 
countable. 

** With reports then in circulation, to the preju- 
dice of Dr. Prieilley, or with other attempts made 
" to render his charader odious," the clergy of Bir- 
mingham have certainly no concern, unlefs it can 
be proved ^t they were either principals, or ac- 
cefiaries in the infamous bufinefs. The introduc- 
tion of anonymous report, whether true or falfe, into 
this ferious argument, is more than impertinent--^ 
it iafidioui. 

. Does 
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Does Dr. Prlellley mean to fay, that the account 

ofhb niaking Silas Deaoe an Atheift(whichaccoimiv 

tiuak, he hajs icfuttd to every n:ian*s fatisfaftion) 

was the fiaion- of a Birmioghain clergystiaki i 
Will he obBge the public with the names of fome 
of* thofe clergymen in fhe town- and neighbour- 
< hood/ by wbonci * this account was ib induljiriouily 

circulated V 

Dr. Prieftley is extremely fond of adverting to 
this ipecies of evidence^ and no doubt he finds his 
account in fo doing. If a charader muft at ^ 

race be defamed, nothHig in the world can be fo 
convenient for the purpofe of invented calumny, as 
an appeal to amiymous report. The Dodror is alfo 
weU aiTured, that there is no refort to which the ca- 
lumniator may betake himfelf^ widi equal kcuiiLy 
of efcaping detedion. 

Specimens of this kind v/ill be uroduced in the 
progrefs of this difcudion, in which the Dodor ad<- 
verts to things tcld, beafdy and reported^ and then 
argues from Juch reports in accufation of the cler- 
gy, &c. as if his premifes had, been eftabiiihcd by 
inconteilable authority. 

If the Doftor would convift by evidence^ we in- 
vite him to the proof of his charges : — if he means 
to criminate by injinuation, the public will know 
how to difcriminate, and the clergy may perhaps 

in 
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» 

in their turn (profiting by his example) learn to 
ilefpife mere eikqitym 



ANOTHER circumftance relating to the 

tefi hufinejs^ and produced in accufation of the clergy, 
is th&r of the Doftor's Prrface to bis LtUers to 
Mr. Bum. This preface ^* written/* confefledly, 
" with great freedom /' — ^with more freedom, in the 

opinion of many, than would praUicalJy conflftwith 

the entire peace of the country — contained matter 

of unqueflioiiablj icfcrcncc to the Ibbjeft then 
fubmitted to the confideration of Parliament. The 
pamphlet itfelf, relating as it did to a loCal contro- 
verfy, could not be fuppofed likely to attradt much 
notice from Parliament, lb foen after its appearance. 
The bufinefs then amounts fimply to this : — the 
pre&ce contained certain particulars neceflary ta be 
known previoufiy to the dirbate. Thefe impor- 
tant hints refpeding the ftate of DiiTenters and 
the Clergvof the Eftablifhed Church thefc cha- 
ritable warnings to the latter on the violence and 
folly of their -conduft, and the probable conlequences « 
of it,'' were communicated to the Biihops, and to 

aU 
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aQ the Members of the Houfe of Commons, in the 

only way then practicable ; that is, by printiflg them 
in the form of extra^Sy and fending them to each 
Member, &c. by the earlUJt corny once. Thiis far 
things are dear. 

But thefe extrafts were fo curtailed and ar- 
^ ranged, as to reprefent Dodor Prieftley as a 
** mover of fedition^ and a dangerous member of 
^ focjcty/* 

In the praifcs of clerical 'uiriuey the Do<5tor is ox\ 
fyftem, paiiimonious in the extreme i ' and^ in ge- 
neral, he difcovcrs the lame obliging ppinion of ' 
their utukrfi^mding. 

In this inftance, however^ he feems -inclined to 
relax a little in his idea of the latter ->he would 
allow the Brethren in Birmingham the credit, at 
kaft, of malignant invention in their management of 
diis aHair* They are properly impreiied by his 
goodncfe, but muft renounce for ever all preten- 
fion to mganuty in the bufinefs. For if the extra&s 
in queilion did indeed " reprefent Dr. PrklUey as a 
^ mover of fedkion, and a dangerous member of 
" fociety," that ferious effect on his reputation, was 
luidodjtedfy produced without iogenuicy on 
the part of the editors, be they who they woukL 
Not even the Dodor's /oviMg clau/e, which was to 
make every thing fdain, has fadsfied the dergy 
of Birmingham that^ in the conxraft then exhibited 

between 
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between the fituation of this country and that of 
France, tliere was any thing at which an £nglifh«- 
man ought to blufli i"— nor do they yet fee that 
his imputiiig to the nadon at largje a deteraibation 

to mortify Di (Tenters" in this affair, in defiance 
of all reafon.and nght»^ and to iachhce the bell 
interefts of the country" -to the gradficadon of 
blind rage and infatuation/* — were charges that 
became him as a modeft and peaceable member of 
fociety. His friendly inuendo on the expediency of 
aj^Iying the property of the Church to the difcharge 

of the National Debt — ^the very appofite illuftra- 
tion this favourite idea» which he derives from 
the conduft of the National Afiembly of France, 
wd which he taatly recommends to the imitadon 
of dus oountry-^together with his devout wiih for 
the ultimate fuccels of this great fcheme^ exprefled 
in the liune inteitfting paragraph^* — ^Thefe ebmii- 
(^le counlels and truly jpainoiic wilhes, could not be 
miftaken by them, -as the clea^^fi indications of a 
mind penetrated by a deep leak of general juftice 
to ^lurst or with any -very great reverence of that 
conftitudon, of which, in defiance even of the fen- 
dments contained in thp above preiace, he wqvld 
ftiU be conGdered a vblent admirer. 

The DoAor inuft be allowed to have given a 
frelli fpoduncn <^ his attachment to our conflitudofi» 

f Vid, Preface to Leltei s to Mr. Burn, p, la, 13, 14, with Note, 

and 
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andefpeoally as laying ct^e bafis oimon^cby^ m tht 
work which we are examining. Speaking of the 
French in a commercial paint of view» he fays> page 
103, Having no Court to look up to, and de-» i 
pend upon, they will immediately adopt our 
maxims, and the removal of a few Engliih manu- 
" fcicturers aiiJ merchants, may inftantly decide 
the difference in their favour* And what a figure 
will this country then make, with its encrcafing 
*^ debts, and enormouily expenhve government^ 
« without any fuperiority with refpcft to manufac- 
^^ tures and commerce." • 

This luminous extraft (without the afliftance of 
clerical ingenuity in curtaihng, or arrangement) 
Ipeaks a complete lenie* H^t that &n(e is, muft . 
be evident to every man's underilandmg. The 
French have now no Court to look to, or depend 
upon, therefore by adopting our maxims in- trade, 
&c. they are likely to obtain^ in a ihort dmej a 
decided fuperiority. 

According to this doflrrine, it fecms now to be- 
come die duty of Engihhmen, who regard the real 
interefts of their country, to examine and to renovate 
that part of our conftitution, which, by lodging the 
executive government in the hands of an individual^ 
has unfortunately given exiftcnce to that terrible 
evil> called a Court % which^ while it does, exift» 
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men wll be tempt^ to look to, and in fome ienfe 

to depend upon. 

Thomas Faine would have flated this argument 
with lefs concealment; — ^thc difference, however, 
between him and the Dodor, feems ratlier to turn 
on a principle of prudence than of general policy* 
. The Doflor is thoroughly awaie, tiiat there are Jam 
things for which Engliflimen are not prepared. 

Whether the clergy liad any ground for lufpeft- 
ing the tendency of this celebrated preface^ or the 
editors were juftiiied in giving it circuladon amongft 
the reprefcntatives of the country, the public will 
now judg^. Vid* £xtra&s fent to the Biihops, &c. 
Appen, No, //, 



AS the Doftor has given the public the 
hiftory of his fliorc lived ac(juaiatance with two of 
our brethren, and of his controverfy with thole 
gendemen and as the reader is left to conciu Jc 
that their conduct in that builncis had Jom influence 
on the late riots, it will be necellary to ftate thepar* 
tlculars. 

Of the interviews which they had with the Doc- 
tor, and the opinion which he and they refpediveiy 

formed 
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formed of each other, k wiH be fufficient to ob* 

ferve, in return for the civil things he has faid of 
them, that they faw feme traits in the Doftor's 
charader which intercftcd and plealed them — they 
felt, as is natural for young men, a defire of being 

better acquainted with a pcrfon, from %vholc con- 
veriation they hoped to derive ibme important hints 
of improvement on fofcjefts of general literature— 
and they have no doubt, could they, in their ftadon, 
have quietly jubmttted their undeiffauidings to die' 
fovcreignty of his diredion, and their religious 
principles, matters of infinitely greater moment, to 
his public contempt — they might then have efcaped 
the impUcateJ guilt of incendiaries, and have ht 
down, for the remainder of their lives, with all the 
reputation of " liberal," " well meaning," " good fort 
•* of men." 

Mvl Madan's controverfy with the Dodor, turn« 

ed entirely on a queftion of national folicy^bat of 
Mr. Burn, had no reiadon to the DoAot's foiilus, 
nor to his principles as z frotefiant Di(fmter—it was 
a queftion ftriftly religious. 

The Doftor's cpntroveriy with the Bifliop of 
David's, appears to have drawn Mr. Burn's atten- 
tion to his writings in general. In this courie he 
met with a fet of eflays, written by Dr. Prieftley on 
the fiibje£t of in/piratum. In thefe eflays^ putdiihed 
in the Theological RepoCitory, he thought he dif- 

covered 
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eovwed one leading principle which, in his appro-. 
henfion, tended to-.fet afidc the i»faimfy of the 
apoftoUc teftimoiiy, and with that, the auttmty of 
tlie fcnptures in general Andin thisopinj6B-.it 
las fince' appeared, 'iM^.r Burn was not fingidar. 
Even Dr. Price, wliofc , candour and penetnaon oal 
acculer wiU not dotib^ dttcduoed the faaic idea. 
See- Appendix, No. III. . \\ 

■ Mr. Buraftatfcd this prinfeipfein a feries of letter 
• addrclTed to the Doctor, pointing out « die iinne 
titne the fcohfequ«(eei which- were likely to follow 
froitt tins opinion, provided it were really beltbv«d 
*rtd aftcd^pon. ' • '" 'I r : 

' In tWs he fccrbaaly did no more ' thanpropofe 
his opinions, with the reafons oa which ther weni 

f««iy thei^ was no violence in . 
tMs. The Dodor replied, and in what mmer 
IS pretty weU known; We might indeed have 
Jk^,on«aaing his anfwer, togedier with fomd 
fthdures on die fame fiibjeA in his FamUu^LeHirsi 
Could not opinibh have been oppofed by opinion' 
" and argument by argument J" • • . 

VSttrte • of the f^^^ 
aiOHght this ought to have been the cale. ' 
li is fonwwhatf ktn*kM»te in -how different k 
Dr. Price is fr<Jased,( though, in faft, guilty of 
the fame oflence With Mi-.c«ufn;: ^ We caiiwi ift 
«K--iwicw.ofitllh'*ofc«S^ hdp fufpeding, there 

D 
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arc certain liberties allowed afnongfl: the real friends 
of tim Dodor, viiuskmuSLxiot be iexp£i6kd by thofi: 
whom heit in the hatit of but^occAmiSif akm^ 

To tlie Mku/e ooiilain9d Jb Ac Dodax's replies, 
Mr« JBum J£turned noaniweri and as his ar^tmenU 
did not 4ippear qmtttuaab&iiieff be&w na^uffideitt 

rcafon for retracing his firft change. And this feejn^ 

to Iiave. o€^i|t]ie4 f^e meafovei ansi Mr^ 

Madan's misfortiinesin this-cofntiwerfy. ' . 

TbeTo ^^ei»6o ilioulti My^e known ijiat, Ks^ 

daily to per/ever e in an opinion which lie chc^ 
to pFonounce 4^f^/-^a|xpro«:heft bi» good 

friends the Monthfy Reviewers hinted to Uie P9(2iQr) 

Dr. Prieftley coin plains of the efieftof this con-* 
trovpr^^ on the connn^^ pcopkt 4ad jpr^uGes ioo^^ 
f;xampk$x)f it in page ii, Than liKsomwerff 
wiiich i?^ took fqc^ pains to render popvikr, by pub^ 
lii&ing ki^ilemm^hieSif mf^^Jh^^ p^tfqMsit% 
and ullully on ibc maiktt day^ ihould have. attracted 
tbe a^encipjcL of (hat dj^fs^,peq^e» i$ lwi%tp:be 
wondered at >*H3or ought he m b^ve beca JTurpriyfed^ 
if fog)c of, ;pnpfe 9f rtti^.^ower lOidery 

l^lkinig ady^^age of ihc; DoiSfe^r's ^x^t fmiUarUy^ 
^^i^ liberu^ too^. AU thi& m^€isMj 

. . U to 
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to inftruiflion givea by chcir fuperiors" for that 
purpoie. 

The Doftor, however, fears their fuperiors (in- 
cluding the clergy, no doubc) had a hand in the 
bufinefs. Let him then come fairly to xhc^proof, 
that his &ar9 were .well founded i or let him expunge 
the illiberal and abiurd inlinuation from his lift of 
charges. 

It would have fiiewn greater magnanimity, had 
the Do&or^ at the time the unhappy children fol« 
lowed him with imprecations, enquii^d for their 
places of abodes and after reprelenting to their 
parents the miferabk coiidieion of their children, ' 
preffed them to fend them to the Sunday fchools 
opened by the town for their inftrudion-^rifhe 
had objcfted to ibefcy to have offered them admif- 
fion to thofe patronifed by bis friends> which he 
affures us are much better condu^d. 75&;j, how- 
ever;^ would have required a litde fdf -denial i whereas^ 
to convert every trifling incident into fiifpicion un- 
favourable to die charadcr of Churchmea^ feems^, 
in Dr. Prie(Uey*s praftice, perfeftly natural. 

Q[ y the danger apprehended to the Doftor, by 
)iis ^ more zealous friends/' on their late failure in 
parliameijt*," we need only fay, that diis appears t<^- 
Ijaye t^een a circumftance known to tbm only 

• Yi4. Appeal, page a»« 
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iJMr knowledge of t&ings never done, or even 

thought of, is indeed extraordinary. Something, 
however^ mvA be faid to perfuade the public, thi^ 
the tciiipcr which fhewcd itfelf at the riots was not 
the efiedt of the ouqfim ; . but» that the fame dilpo- 
fition, to outrage and injuftice, had long exifted 
aoiong the friends of the Eitablifliment, and only 
wanted a favourable opportunity to exprefs itfelf by 

♦ 

Thele ^ zealous gendemen,' no doubt,^ alfo in- 

foi incd the Docl9,r, that " fonie of the clergy of die 
town juid neighbourhood were frequendy preach- 

ing againll tlie DiiTcnters, and often againft him- 
" feif by name, or by dcfcription.*' Ibid, vki, alfo 
Letter to the Inhabitants of Birmingham* 

Agaiaft a DiHenter as (uch, we ihould be aihamed 
of the clergyman who would open his mouth in any 
other way than is confiftcnt with candour and mu- 
tual forbearance. The Diifenters and Members of 
the Church of England in Birmingham, have their 
refpeftive c^pioions on queftions of church difcipline* 
and they have, ever afted on thoCe opinions in their 
phoice of public woi lliip. 

We do no^ find that on^dkis account merely DiC* 
Renters have ever been attacked by the clergy of 
^ Biraungham j or that this,di^crenc^ in judgment . 

and praftice, on a point confefiediy non-edenual, 
ever interrupted, tli^t good neighbourhood, and in- 
terchange 

a 
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terchatige of kind offices fo neceflary to the com- 
fortable exiftcnce of ibci^. 

Againft the fendmcnts of Dr. Prieftley as a divine 
and apoUtidan, we confer fomething has been laid* 

In the former of thefe charafters our duly, in ge- 
neral, required that we fhould take fome nodce of 

him j and thofc of us wlio have glanced at die ten- 
dencies of this man's foii(;y, h^vej by the intnxlu£kion 
of political difcuflion, but imitated Kis own. exam- 
pie. 

It muft be allowed, that no man has done more 
either to invite, or provoke difcuffion. If we have 
not written fo ably, or fpoken fo eloquently in de- 
fence .of our fentimencs, as the Dod;or has done in 
ftipport of bis; we have nevcrthclefe, without con- 
fulting'him, ventured both to ipeakand to write. 
In fo doing, 'we did imagine we were only claiming 
our pittance in one of thofe rights of which the 
Doftor is now, of courfe, and by /ucc^Hkn, the 
Arch-Pontiff. 

He is, however^ determined to reprefent us as 
men who dread the dijcujfion of our principles, and 
do every thing to avoid it ! 

The Dodor juftly thinks thztto burn his books 

is not lawful i and we cannot help fufpe6):ing from 

the temper he has fliewn towards one of our bre- 
thren in particular, that to an/wer them is not, in die 
Doftor's opinion, perfectly innocent. 

D 3 Every 
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. Evcty tkiog bordering upon inyedive^ or chat \$ 
offered with the view of making a man perfmally 
odious, we as much condemn as he poiik>iy can 
do. Let him pc^nt out the individual fii(pefted of 
foch a condiifl, and produce, fufficienc evidence of 
the fad: % and we are ready to fay, that dergyman 
has not only oftended againft the amiable fpirit.of 
his profeflkMi, but has aAeda part difgrace&l toany 
fituation. ' 

Thisj however, is the idea which the publk: are 
. left to form of the Birmingham clergy. By the 
<^ diicourles of your teachers (he tells the inhabitants 
•* of Birmingham) your bigotry has bei!n excited t^ 
the highelt pitch, and nothing having been faid to 
moderate your paffions, but every thing to inflame 
them i hence without any confideration on your 
part^ or theirs, who ought to have known and 
taught you better, you were prepared for evgry 
fpeciesof outrage, &c.** > 
We do aver from our own pra&icc, and, as far 
as our knowledge extends, from the pradice of oui' 
brethren in general, frior to the late unhappy alFair, 
that this reprpfentadon of .the conduft of the clergy, 
is not a true one. For the truth of this declaration, 
wc can chearfuUy appeal to &e conftant experieftcc 

of our hearers. 

♦ 

What a deep ienfi? of injurious treatment may 
poffihly, though not probably, have produced ftnce, 

we 
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we will not pretend to The above paflage 

from Dr. Prieftley's,;^^ letter, was as great aa out- 
rage upon cbaraikrf as the condud of ^he rioters 
had been on property. The Do<fior has complained 
aloud, and with great reafon, of the injuftice and 
cruelty of the latter I and pofllblffotne of our bre« 
tliren may have compkined in their tui n. To com- 
plain was on both fides juit The Do^bOf is not 
cenfured for complaint, but i<w*«bufe~noclor re* 
prchending the conduft of the nocers as m the 
highelt degree crimiqali- bur for bis amempi: to.iiK 
volve an innocent body of men in the giuk of that 
horrid tnuila^^on^ and that upon the wiigbty con- 
Akration of his ietng told, tlM fonie of the clergy 
of Birmingham were frequently preaching againft 
the Diflfenters, and often againft himiblf by name^ 
or dekription." 

Againft Dr. Frieftky by nmHe^ no man^ of the 
leaft icnfe of decorum, would think of preaching; 
but as it is dlfiicuit to expofe any fundamental error 
diat has accompanied the. growth, or incorporated 

itfelf with the pi ofeilion of Chriftianity — without at 
.the iame time eadubitiog fome leading traits in the 
DoAor's dejcription ; we lufpeft moft of us mnft 
plead guilty to the latter claul'e of his accufation. 

But does it follow that, becaufe we have in writ- 
ing or otherwife publicly avowed our opinion of 

UmtariaoifRi« as a fcheme tending to the extinction 
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of every thing valuable in Chriftianity ; that, we arc 
thcrctorc prepared to rob and murder aU .the pro- 
kffors of that fcheme i If this be good rcafoning, 
• and it is maaifcftly the logic o.f the occaiioii^ whac 
Have not Churchmen to apprehend from Dn PxkSt^ 
ky, provided he had a mi at his diredtion ? 

Dn Prieftky either does not^ or will notiee tfaat;» 
in this bulinefi, he is that very adv$tstt(fiMi9brmui 
which he is cooftantly reprefeming the clergy to be. 
For whcre> we woukiaikhim* is the difierence— if. 
what he calls " the natural expreflion of mens fen- 
*^ timents" muft be reftrained, whether that reftraiot 
bean offarliammtt or a falfebood invented to de« 
prcfs and ruin a man's charafter? Inourappre- 
henlion the Iqfi.is the evil moft to be dreaded. For 
akhough we coniider every rcibainc on opinion to 
be intolerant^ as far as that ad prevents the inveft^ 
gation of truth, or the advancement of good morals 
in any country ^ yet tiic oitender ux tbu cale> whe- 
ther virtuous or otherwife, knows the e^tefU of his 
misfortunes — whereas in the otbery it may be an- - 
. poffible to calculate the quantity of mifchief to which 
a man is cj^pokd, or to provide cficdtually againfl 
> 1^ 

The latter of thefe fituations is unfortunately that 
of the ckrgy oi Bu mingham. 

The cafe, however^ is an eictremely plain one. 
Dr. PrielUey inay do what he pleafes in the ^ natural 

' exprellioA 
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* escpfeflion of his fenttmencs' on every futged*-^ 
may boldly controvert the clcarcft axioms-— is at 
liberty, if he choofes, to deny that two and two make 
four: dr if, in his paffion for fingularity, he ihould 
happen to feel out of humour with the ere^ pofture 
ot other rational creatures^ and exhibit on ail fiurs, . 
it is ftill the Di&ar—V any fcepdcai Prieft, or rifible 
High-Churchman^ ihould prefume to queJHm the 
one, OF hmgb at the other, let hin^ piepmi for con- 
fcquencesi and efpecially, if he has fiiccecded in 



WE are at lengdi arrived at a very intereft- 

ing part of the Narrative — this refpefb " the inno- 
" cent occafion of celebrating the f rench Revoiu- 
tion" in Birmingham. 

In the preceding part of his Narrative, the Doc- 
tor's great objed is to criminate tl^ ckrgyi in tbU 

his attack is dircdcd to the relpciStable mhabitants 
atlarge. 

The motives which induced gentlemen to hold 
this meeting are out of the prefcnt queition. Our 
bufineis is to iktisfy the public with the opinion 

generally 
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geaeralTy ^itertaincd 6f the misethiig itfidi^ and of 

the influence which it appears to have had ou the 
fioeknclioiy erent; wiiich eniued. 

The fUik propofidon for hddii^ this dinner wa$ 
certainly received by many wkh evident marks of 
<lirapprobidQn>-*4(l:iadnDC» however^ ekcked mveh 
atceQtion> amongft the common ^e&pky till the appear- 
ance of the bmd^bUl ^von by th^ Doftoor* 4ff^ 
No. L This paper, however harmkls and " un- 

worthy of notice" it might appear to Dr. f rieftky^ 
was confidercd in a very ^flcrent poii.r of view by 
the friends of order amongfl: us. In different cir- 
cumftanees it might poiTibly have been treated with 
negleft ; but as the idea of its having originated 
with the promoters of the dinner (and it certainly 
invited to that dinner) had very generally obtained 
amongll the lower orders^ the effed it might produce 
43n theniy was very jiiflly and fcrioiiriy apprehended. 
. Copies of the band-iiU^ written apparendy t;^ 
*tbe ikme hand, Jiad been introduoed into ftveral 
work-fliop^s i and though one of the mailers allured 
usy he ttfed every mediod with thofe of his men, on 
whomfevcrethrcatening, or the offer of reward, waaT 
likely to prodtice die efibft^ he could never diicover 
by what means it had been introduced. He found, 
oQienqniry, this to ham been eiadly the cafe in a 
* confiderable manufaftory adjoining his own. In . 
. both £he£3 manu^i^riei in pamcular^ aadatthe 

corner 
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corner bf almdit erdry ftree^ the bofkl^S wfts the 

prevailing topic. Individuals were heard exprefiing 
their indignatioti in horrid execrations againft the 
abettors of the intended diiiner, whom they con- 
fidered as the authors ; and whofe obje<9:> judging 
from die fpirit of the hmid-billy was nodiing lefs, in 
the appl-dienfion of the populace, than the tmoaej^ 

diate overrfirow both of Chinch and State, 

Of this dilpoiition of the common peotde^ tht « 
gekidemen concerned in the intended celdbratlon, 
had fufiicient opportunity of informing thenifclves 
from their ffm db fervation i befides, that fome of 
them were particularly admonilhed of the temper 
(hewn byleveral of the men in die manu&6i:ories 
above referred to, and that on the very morning of 
the i4di of July. Vid. Jifp. No. IV. 

The public will naturally afk here — as the ap- 
pearance of the band-iiU had thrown an odium on 
the dcfign of the meedng, and leemed to threaten 
the peace of the town, what were die fteps taken by 
your M^ftratetf in the bufinefs ? We ai« happy 
to have it m our power to ftate die particulars. 
About two o'clock on the day in which die bmd^ 
was firft known to be in circulation, a copy of it 
was produced at the Public Office, where the ]VIa- 
giftrates were then fitting on bufinefs. Tht matter ' 
contained in this paper appeared to them of fo dan- 
gerous and alarming a tendency, that they conceived 

it 
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It their duty immediately to advife Government on 
thcfubjea. They accordin^y inclofed a copy to 
the Miniter, and on the receipt of his anfwer a few 
of the principal inhabitants, with the Magiftrates, 
met 5 when it was refolved to advertifc a reward 
" of an hundred guineas for detefting the author^ 
« primer, or diftributer of the baud-iiU" This ^ 
advertifemcnt appeared in the carBcft paper, which 
was Swinney-s, of the 14th— the very day of meet- 
ing for the celebration of the Prmb RewUOm. The 
Magiftrates at the lame time refolved to continue 
in town the whole day, and for the exprefs purpofe 
of intcrpofing then: authority, provided any attempt 
fliould be made to break the peace. 

Thcie, to. an unprejudiced mind, muft appear to 
have been the very ftcps which plain duty required 
in the then pofture of aiiairs ; and which, indeed, it 
would have been criminal in them to have negleft-^ 
cd. Let us now fee how this tranfa£tion is repre- 
, fented by the author of the Appeal. • 
The Magiftrates of Birmingham, and other 

known enemies of Di&nters, were loud in their 
^ mlamatim agamft it $ though perhaps fabriaued 
« for the uje that was made of it i and a copy of it was 
^ sfickuPy fent to the Secretaries oi State, who or- 

dcred a ftrift fearch to be made, &c/* 

Does Dr, Prieftley mean to fay, that the Magif- 
trates, &c. woidd have aftcd mwc in charaaer by 

exclaiming 
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exclaifning h^dfy in fffodur of the band-UUt Or^ 
would he be underftood to bring their officious en- 
deavours for difcovering ibe auilwr^ &cc. in proof 0f. 
their ill-will to Dijfentus? Will the faithful dif^ 
thargt of a plain dut]r» as this evidently was, juftify 
the treacherous infifwmtion, that the hand-biil itfelf 
was fabricated by ibem for the exprei&.pyrpole of 

making j 

.If the Magiftrates were criminal in their exertions 
tp dece£fc tl^ writer of the band-UUy &c. the Difien^^ 
*ters unqueftionabiy partook of their guik by what 
fxiay.be deenoed a /ovi^ma/^. imitation of their ex« 
ample. For thcfy alfo ofiered a reward. But it 
will befaid in their juftifkation> that this ofier of 
theirs was delayed for fome time aftet tlM of tiie 
Magiftrates, &c. appeared — that when it was made 
public itdid noty as moft other things in whieh they 
feei interdled, appear in the fu I lie prints y in the form 
oj an advertifement i but was confined to the eonur-S 
tf-a few Jireets in the town, and chat even then it 
was held out for the diicovery of the writer oniy^ r. 
> AU chia was- certainly thie, but no -candid 'mm 
\vih hence infer, that the Do£tor and his friends were 
the fabrieafors tif the baHd-biili much le&' will he 
conclude, that it was invented by therP: ^he ufe 
that wo^, made, of it* 

In confequence, adds the Dofbor, of all /Mc 
« p-eparatimtp we >verc infornied that, though the 

' " trade 
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trade of Birmingham had never been more bisUk, 

&c. many of the public houfes were tliat day 
full of people, who^e horrid execrations agau^ 
Diflenters were heard into the ftreets, Sec." 
y^haji preparation does the Dodor aa i Surely 
lie cannot intend the difapprobadon expreffid by 
the Magistrates, &c. of the haiid-bill, and theur en- 
deavour to deted the writer of it—^no^na He 
would have the public Believe, that '^dieMagiftrates, 

and other known enemies of DiifenterV' &ilcom-» 
poled this * hsdmlefs prodo&ion' with the view of 
bringing an odium on Diiientcrs j and dicn, the 
more efie&ually to . cover their impofture, adver- 

tifed for the difcovcry of the writer. But this ac- 
count of the bufinch baffles all Ipcculation, and 
eppfounds belief. Suppc^ing them nor aUplutt 
i^s^ or i>Qt totally deprived of t^cir undcribnd- 
i^gi^ by foipe fudden ihock of bigotry, 4toy thing; 
in their circumftances forbade the attempt. 
' £very man mult iee, that had they really don^ 
' as the I>oftor tacidjr accufes them of '^Ag, they 
would but have multiplied the means of their owtt 
deception* And there can be no doubt, ccmfidering 
the powerful affiftance they muft have received in 
the bufine^, from the friends of the DoAor, that 
had the writer been a Magiilrate, 'Squire, or Prieft 
ef the £ftabliihmcnt, he muft have been found out 



ided be rmmncd in the Kind's domiuions. 
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Dr. Pricftley's account of the clergy, 5fc.. is 
of that kind which makes the wprfl thing he caa 
lay of them probable i and we cannot but obfcrve . 
here, that on this ground it is not impoffibie 
thai;, by unfufpeding perfons at a diftance, even - 
the fabrkadoo of the band-bill will be W at their 
door. 

The Doftor in his zeal to criminate the clergy, 
Ihould take his meafures with greater caution. It 
may yet appear that he has rifked too much by 
thus provokbg recrimniation againft his own corps. 
It is true, he has repeatedly declared his entire 
ignorance of the buTmefs, and it is equally certain; 
that no one circumftance has yet tiaiifpired to fix it 
on a Member of the £ftabliihmenc-^t theianne 
mio Dr. PrieMey ought to know, that howerar 
innocent he may be in the affair, prefumptive evit 
dence, and that not of the weakeft kind, has, in 
the opinion of many, fixed the fufpicion of guik 
10 tbe biffineis on ibme of his own profeifion:-^ 
our accufer ought to recolledl:, that this is not the 
opinion of Churchmen «fs^»«*-<hat fixne very re^ 
fpcdabk people of another defcripuonj are far from 
chinking the thing imft^babk^ 
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We will put the following cafe iypotieiicalfy^ 

Wc wiii liippofe then that there did exift in this 
town or its vicinity, at the time the hand-bill made 
its appearance, a Divine, 'Squire, or Magiftrate, no 
matter of what denomination — that the iituation of 
this man, however refpefliable in its kind, gave him 
no particular ciami to popular notice, nor was the 
Iplendonr of his talents fuch as to make him formid- 
able in the charaftcr of an adverfary, to whatever pur- 
pofes his oppoiition might be dire&ed — that this 
by feme unfortunate circumftance or 
other, fell under fulpicion as the writer of ijhis cele-; 
brated produdlion — We will fuppofe that during the 
riots this hypothetical exiftencji fled from hi$ houie in 
the utmofl: precipitadon, concealed himfelf in the 
xteighbouriog iieJds and woods ip the habit of a wag- 
goner, or any other chara^r the moft remote fixxn 
his own — we will imagine that in. dm concealment he 
was liirprifed and alarmed beyond meafbrei ^ the 
uncxpeded vifit of a. day.-lahurer, or any other 
gmm&ft man, who nvght happen to recegmze him-^ 
that tills labourer, conceiving our reverend hcrm'u 
(and the Divine has the precedence here h^'tmrttfy^ 
merely) not much better th^ he oug^t to be, threaten- 
ed to deliver him to the mob, but was diverted from 
hispurpole by entreaties and a fum of money — we 

will 
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will fuppofe that in this panic, he feized the firft 
moment of Uavmg his country^ to which he has 
not yet found it perfeAly conveoien^to reium. 

■ Had fuch an inftance as this reaUy occuritd in 
the late affiiir, it would have faved Dn Prieftley thd 
trouble of throwing out infinuadons againft the;. 
Magiftrates; fin:, as the probable authors of the 
hand-bill ; and poffibly niight have enabled the 'Jpub- 
lic to make up fhetr mind on the fubjed. ^ 
It is worth obferving here, that one of our 
w:orthy Magiftrates, and the Gentienaan too who 
has falkii^ under the largeft lhare of reproach in tfai^ 
bufincfs ; that— this Geiitleman, though labouring 
under oiccadopal infirmities of bof^y^ has noit thoughc 
itnecejfary to vifit the Semib rf France^ or any othen 
part Qf the f reach dQ.miiiioi^. 

We fincerely hope, with the Dodor, that time 
will throw fome light on this dark bulinefs. In the 
mean time we challenge him, in the; face <^ bi^ 
country, to produce ^.ijatevcr h^ know.s pf Qur CAa- 
. dwOi in the affair. 

In confcquence, process the Dodor, of all this , 
5< preparation" (cm the part of the Magiftrates, &c. 

in fabricating, and then advertifing for the deteftion 
Qf the writer^ M we.wctc infonned tha^ though 

E '**the. 
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^ the trade of Birmingham had never been more 
^ brtft:> .ib ctut ha^ds couki not be £omd to maou-* 
faflnre the goods, Sec muijr of the tmblic houfeft 
V wore that day full of people^ wbofc horrid execra- 
^ tions againft the Di&iicm wcfe heard into the 
€s ftreets i and it has bc^n aflerted^ that fooie of the 
« mafter maciufaftureii had fhut up thrir work^ 

« fliops, and thereby left their men at full liberty 

for every mikbitt" 
1 The latter part of this paragraph has excited 
flBUchcuriolity to knowoa what ground diis extra* 
enlinafy afiemon could be made. It was juftly ap- 
preheodedi diat one ^ eipe&able iaftance of thia 
MUEuie -muld ^ ikfttM mf ffv fupport of tbe idea» 
xhaA dy^ principal inhabitants were fecretly abetting 
the rioc. We have^- dierdfove^ ^ bufiodi 
every attention in our power. 

. Aa High Churchiteiv weie die petfiitas moA;M^ 

turally to be fuij[x;cted, we have directed our en- 
quiries cochem^incipaliys anddie reAikhasbeen^ 
that this retailed affertion has not the countenance 
even of one iblitaiy ^xwp>f^ Q^r^ the contrary we have 
found, that the molt re^iefiabkiniAers ia Binilkig- 
ham, and, to ufe tiie Dodor'a pdirafe, fome of diem 
Oe bigif^ Ch mrcb m m ive loioWi did iofift on their 
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men keeping cloic to bufinefs on that day s and that, 
in general, they exercifed this authority with 

One matter fucceeded with his men by declaring,' 
^ that the name pf every man abfent on that day 
flioiild be given up to the Magittrate*' — Another 

threatened with difmiffion thofe not found on the 
premifes at die ufiial hours** — third, inftead of 

ihutting his men out> that they might be at .liberty 
for every mifchief,** " &rW/j6^ «pinhismanu- 
fadlory, that they might be better employed" — A 
fourth ha:^ fince honoured his workmen, by preient* 
ingcach of them with a medal, ia acknowledgment 
of their peaceable demeanour on that occafion/' 

We give thefc a§ exampks of what wc have found 
to have been the general temper of the moft refpeft* 
able matter manufafturers on the late diftrelling 
occaiion. 

Ifaninftance to the contrary really does exift, 

it has eluded our relearciv When it is p^xluced^' 

we lhall not be backward in exprefling our moil de- 
cided dilapprobation of that, as well as of every thing 
elfe that can be Ihewii to have contribtited to that 
bufinels* • - 

It appears, notwithftanding thefe hudaUe exer^ 

tions of the mattersj^ tl^t niany public houies werie 
that day full of people, whofe horrid execrations 
againft the Diifcnters were heard into the ftreets." 

• Ez That 
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. That fomc of die public houfes were foil on that 
day, Was npthing very extraordinary in a town like 
Birminghatiu^The di/pofitim of thofe who frc^ 
quented them on that day, was the ferious a&ir; 
and icis certam, thac this was cxprdTed in the moft 
unequivocal manner. The promoters of the dinner 
were chiefly DiiTenters, and as the defign of thac 
meeting was ftrongly fufpefted, dicfe gendemen be- 
came the obje&s of popular reientment. The teni-> 
perlhewn from the firft appeaiance of the hand-bil^ 
till die day of meedng, was now no fecrct. It had 
been carefully obferved, and ftrongly reprefentcd to 
. the parties (and efpeclaliy on the morning of the 
14th*') both by Dilfenteia and Churchmen. And 
it is manifeft, from the hand-bill prepared for the 
exprefs purpoie of countermanding the dinner, that 
this reprefentatioh had its elFed on the majority of 
the gendemen concerned 

Thcfe gendemen clearly law, that in a pofture of 
affairs fo highly alarming to the peace of the town, 
it was not die time to difculs the queftion of right ^ 
which they bad to commemorai^e any event they 
pleafed. 

An idea had gone abroad unfavourable to their 
views m the bufinels. This idea was known to pre- 
vail amongft that defcription of men to whom ien« 

tenc€s 
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fences are books, and die very Jufpidm of crime a 
ilifficient confirmation of guilt. Thefe confiderace 
men &lc that* however innocent thejr were of the 
fiwil intention imputed to them, that was not the 
proper time to combat, by argument merely, diift 
imputation. They ver/ wifely concluded, that the 
beit anlwer they could offer to men, who in general 
judge by their paffions, was by refraining from a 
gratification which, in the opinion of thefe people, 
, was but die fignal of future meafui«s hoftile to the 
peaccof die country. : i 

They might poflibly think wtdi Dr. Prieftley, 
that k was in a commercial point of view impoli-i 
tic to hei^ten the diflike of the French (ladon to 
this^ by refufing to partake of their joy, &c.** buc 
they at the iame time confidered, if this participa* 
don ia the triumph of another country^ isould not be 
obtained but at the rifk of difturbing the tranquility 
of their owir, in any confiderable branch of it-— it * 
was their duty, as good citizens, to Ihew, that;, in 
dieir opimoo, charity begm at borne. 

Such (as their liand-bill evidently fhews) were the 
counfels of prudence adopted by wife and peaceable 
men on a very difficult occafion. 

The queftion then returns, why was not this 
wholelbme meafure carried into effeft ? Mr; Rut 
fclFs anfwer to this important enquiry is given by 
' the I>o&or in his Appendix, No. V* 
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^' Mr; D^u^leyy k feeen$» recommended dwc the 

dinner might be had as was intended — he \va^ 
•^^^ure tberie w^s no ^suj^r of i:uinuk» provkled the 
" gendcmen broke up early s and oo this reprc.- 
ibntati(3ii, orders were given to the prmter tjo fup^ 
prefs the battd-iiU, aad Mr« Ptdley's omfutt wm 
adopted." ' ■ 

r That Mr* Dudley might wifli ^< the diuisr to be 

had as w as iriLendcd/' every man will iiUuw was 
PiVS^J^A CAO^g^i but that he poire0e4 i^tor inlor*^ 
madon refpeding the probable confequences of that 
in^^iagi or was better qualified to form anopmioa 
on that mformation^ than die gentlemen b qiieS. 
iiofir^UQ pcrfon» wjw? has the honour of knocwii^ 
:feh4 g^enneh> will eafily believe. And. that the 
liagte. opinion of Ivjr. Dadiey Ihoukl have been 
deemed of Efficient weight to produce tius iiidden 
chaiige of lueaiures on ihi^ occaiioi), icciiii* aiiaoii 

incredible. « , 

• Unfortunately for this gentleman^s ftatemenc> k 

is Qot contradided by -fpcculat^ mr^'^k is coiv- 
Ifon^ed by fa^s, the fubftance of v^hich W^e com- 
■muiiicated to feveral relpcd^ble individuals ima^- 
r diately after the riots,, and is now coofirmed by a 

nipit,.(^leiia^ ^e^pfitioix.oji ^tj pare, of ^c*. Dad- 

• ' From fl-is (latement it appears, that the wifely 
concerted plan of leiiacjuiih^g the dinaer w^^ix^n 

i "Pi 
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« 

.upl not oatbegrepreiemtadon of Mr. Dadky^- but ia 

confequcncc of the uppofition it received iiom Mr. 

forward at ail events, if be dmed by bimjdf and 
ie WQwld tf/k iha .c^Jequeuces, Mx. Dadicy's ' 
-jftatement is. as fellows ; 

. I, Thomas Dadky, ^daftcr of the Hotel, hav- 
ingvbeen called upon by a great number of the 

f** pW9p^ geiidemea ia.this town and ^eighbour- 

•^^ ho^d^ to.ftat^'liow ftr the traaiadions relpe&ing 
my conduce, as ie; foi di in die above letter*, are 
i 'feel; i|)£i^l£l90und to- declare iii tbe ijooft 
fi>lcmn manner, that I never did reprefent to the 
i^Mx^ H\xS/;i\^ f r any of the other ^enileaifin 
'Who fliaed ^ my houfeoo the feurteenth day of 
JylyiJfift (in confe^yeiice of die dinner being ^pua- 

. tscfff9lsAtd) th^t i fure there was no danger 
Qf.my ^uoiuk, neither did i tqcommend.diat die 

,V.*weiy.migbt be h^4 was ^tw^iyia^ jiqr 1 

propofe that the gentkmcn ihould. take care to 
</(:bi|$akiip early,, and dien that^l«4^j:^r.wauld ide 
, <^ be avoided^ neither 4id I by ^^rd cir a6t» .ati asy 
• tijjne^/a^ or dOj^X ^i^S cncour^^, jl|e , me^t- 
" ihg or the dinner being had % — out that at one 
; Vcldck ' on the i4di gf July Jaft, Mr. WiUiam 
' ^^i2ii^'3i&rmBt,cm\ls^f»;9)&4tiiiiy hoMft>, wiqh a 

meffage from his inailer, to ftop all proceedings 

■ • * In Dr. Pi^enky's Appcn. No. V. ' 



Digitized by Google 



<$ A RIPLY TO 

^ ^ of the dinner, and at die fame time exprefllng 

Mr. Hunt's defire that I would attend liim at his 
^ warehoufe, which (having iirft conntennanded alt 
^ preparations for the dinner) I complied with, 
^ and found Mr, William Hunt, Mr^ Harry (luac^ 
and Mn John Lawrence^ when Mr.Waiiam HwK 
^ laid that he had lent for me to tell me^ as they 
^ had countermanded die dinner, to make out my 
" bill, and bring it to Mr. Harry Hunt, that I fhould 
^ be paid in every reipeft the fame as thoi igli they 
had dined, as they preferred the peace of the 
**town more than the enjoyment of themlelvcs. 
^ Upon which, after exprcfiing my fausfa<Sion at 
the dinner being ftopped, I was coming away,, 
^ and was met at the warehoufe door by the feid 
Mr. Kuffell, who wilhed me to ttop a litde, and 
then made enquiry of Mr. Hum what had pailed« 
Mr. Hum laid he had countermanded the dinner > 
Mr. RuifeU immediately implied, that he had not 
heard any thin^ more than what he had been in« 
formed by me, to cfeate an alarm on the preceding 
** Monday*, and that the dinner fhould go fotwaM 
« at 9ii events, it he dined by himiclf i he would 

* " On the Monday preceding I bad informed Mr. William 
« Hunt, Mr. Hariy Hunt, Mr. William Rufiell, JMr. George Hum- 
phreysy end Mr. Jobo Lawmice, - wbo-wcre met al; my hauSfi 
(hat aftemoooj that it w«b then geserally thoii|^t if the dipaor.. 
Mfliould tfc'had, it' would create a genera) difturbance in the 
town. In anfwer to which, they all promifed to indemnify me^ 
^irofided any damages or lol« fliould cnfue in confequence of 
** the dinner being had/* 

/ • «ri(k 
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^ tVk the oonfequences, and then direded, that I 

ihouid, inftead of laying the table for one hua- 
^ dred, only lay it for lixty or leventy. 

« TfiOMAS DADLEY/' 

a - *< 

This acooiiht of the bulinels Is overlooked by Mn 

Rullell. Poflibly his extreme modefty might in- 
duce him to withhold a reprefentaaonj in which, if 
Mr. Dadley may be credited, be^ Mr. RtifTel]} is 
the principal charadler. It will be fortunate for that 
gendeman, if his known diffidence ihouid be ad- 
mitted in apology on this occafioii, and elpecially 
tehen it is recollediiedy that he iblemnly avers his 
account of the affair to be a true and juft repre- 
5' lentation of the proceedings in that bufmefs.' — 
"nd. Mr. RuJI^s Tetter J given by J)r, Prieftky in 
Appendix i No. K ' 

Dri Pf ieftley, in his detail of fa^s, has intro- 
duced one, which, from the influence afcribqd to it, 
muftnot in this place be overlooked. 

It has fince appeared (he fays, page 27) that 
befides the dinner at the Hotel, there were alia 
dinners of the oppofite party on the 14th of July, 
*f and thofe not of the loweft clais of the people, 
with whom the common alc-houfes were filled* 
" Theie did, not rife from their entertainment fo 
early, or with fo much Ibbriety as thoie who dined 
at the Hotel i and it was at the breaking up of 

' «* their 
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their companies, that the riots commenced. X#et 
the impartial then judgp to which of the dimicsi 

«* the riot that followed is to be afcribed." 

When Dr. Frictlley appeals to fa^s, we hear hun 
with attention^ ' dnd eQ^eciaily when thofe faffs are 
brougac forward (as in this indance) immediately 
accounting for - the outrages of the of July* 
.To the faol in tb.is paragraph, wc zic enabled to 
afifwet- circumftanciaUy— CO the infex'ence deduced 
fr jHi it by the Dbfto'f,' he has, in ouf opinion, fuE- 
Scicntly. replied ^i>i/^^. . " .\ • 

or thck counter-dinners, itlias ypon the moft 
accurate enquiry appeared, " that the idea of meeting 
oh that day had been fuggefted by. a few indivi- 
duals — ihat the propolition was generally oppc^ei 
by thoie xefpedabde member? of the ££Ubliibmait, 
clergVj and others, to whom it was made — that the 
prqfe&d ^rpiind on .which the idea ^as reeded by 
them, was, the iqfiiU interpretation whicli might 
be put upon their conuudti and that {or J bis very 
jeafoa, the biifmels was giyen tip by thole few 
^with whym it had originated.^* * ' \ 

The idea^ therefor^, of their rifing at a late hour 
inebriated, and that the diflurbances commenced 
from the breaking up of their companies, is, to fay 
the leail of it, uii ,u,c jls.icn — ^we do not fay invented 
by Dr. Pricftley, for. tiie gurpofe ^here attempted to 
• be made of it, fur it mi^t have repon for its bafis i— 

, .. 1 but 
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biic« fipni|>ukntt tegfatd co Vttfc)ri wcoU hkvt faughc 

him tx) receive with extreme caution reports of this 
immti, Jitp/ia% fo .tniiKru^ cd the iajiuy of ohers^ 
and efpeciaUf iit ^ tppesl to the puMic, mroduked 
Aft chis.sSy wkh^luch extraordiaary fokmnity*; **Ic 
^< has fince af^earU,. . tfac/Doftor 4Bt 
hitA then. produce the mllanccs from the eondudl of 
« the . upper daSss o£ the peopl^^ . wfaoatfae duo 
gmveiy accufesj : He is no doubt in pofkfBan of tht 
i-f-whea -they ajppear, we ihali^aot be backward 
in leKpreflbig oiir indigmnoa at iuck prbcetdfeigi;; 
\ We ihaii not be lurprifcd,. if the fem^ temerity 
that prompted the J3o£bor< to. dik. tfai&;ifisrtiaiii^ 

iLould induce hau to bniig forward die condud: of 

theMAGiSTRATssiafupportofk. Thsfe gentl^j^A 
dined at oneofKMirinmonthatday, andifbr theiesqpicfs 

purpoicot being o^n the fpotj in cale their imedcxeiuce . 
fltooldibe found neceffiay-iii Y>nfer tb.keep iktpM>^. 

But it is flifficiendjr evident, {rom tlie Dodor's 
awa account of the bufinefs, that the di^fmoa tb 
riot (here afcribed to counter-dinners) had Ihmh 
itfelf much earlier than the Uivs^ of dining o» the day 
«fthci4th<kf July. Heaffiir'ds«s,^tliatwhen dKeconri- 
pany met,' a crow d was aiTembled at thexteor, and 
fodneof them hidbd and^ diewed (dcher ]nfUirk6'4f 
difapprobutioii 5" i, e. groaning, ami loiiic vio- 
;knce alio, . though the DoAor fzfs that- was not 
maierid.'' Page 26. ^ ' : . 

Thefe 
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% Thefc circumftances, however trivial thejr majr 
irm be made CO appear (in order to cover the dinner 

at the Hotel from the fuipicioa of having fi2rniihc4 
to the common people the pretett for riot) yftm 
very palpable indications of the light in which that 
meedng was held by the lower chfles. 

If at that early hour the feme of this dinner had 
oolkded acrowdi and if while the people might be 
confidercd foier, and in fome meafure alfo awed by 
the danger of eqfy detedioni^i^ majcks oi re£:nt« 
ment woe fhewh — it required but litde difcermnent 
to imtkc, that the iame pcrians, when covered by 
die darknefi of nighti would (without die aid of 
counter-dinners) proceed to greater kogdis of out- 
rage. The queftion here^ is not what will jMfii^ or 
extenuate the dreadful event which followed i for wc 
are fully convinced nothing can do thisi~*-but what 
mafitmed it ? If there was a dinner in thecale, as 
the Dodbor affirms there was^ let the impartiai 

now judge . to wbofe dinner the dot is to be 
" afcnbed." 

We know not what fome individuals might have 

been taiiglit to look for, as the probable event of 
this dinner i but we do fufpe&» from the foUowing . 
fa^y there muft have been fome incaucious things 
Uttered in reference to that buhnels* 

A certain gentleman, a Diffinter, was called 
upon for a churchwarden'^ levy j he informed the 

^perfon. 
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peribn» he might take it for that time, but that 
^ he thought we fliould not have many more. This 

happened about a fortnight before the day of meet- 
^ ing for the celebration of the French Revoiudon/* 
•* The peribn to whom this was faid> being ex« 
•* ceedingly lurprifcd at this information, mentioned 

it to fome of his friends, for which he was afcer« 
** wards feverely c^ifored by the party/* The names 
rfibe individuals concerned, arcinour poffejfion. 

There is one circumftance more which the Doc- 
tor introduces^ and which he reprefents as ^^zbabU 
amongft peribns of better fafliion** inBirmingham, 
which tended to inflame the popular mind againtt 
Diflenters in general, and againft himielf efpecially««* 
that is the profane and horrid cuftom of drinking dam- 
natum and con^ufm to the Prejbyterians^ ^c" p^e, 23. 

What individuals, calling themlelves churchmen- 
individuals whom neither reverence of God, or de- 
cency to men, can reftrain, may have faid in their 
hours of debauchery and intemperance, we cannot 
pretend to determine ; nor will an impartial reader 
place this to out account. We profcis ouiielves 
fa^ppy in our ignorance of Jucb men, and we take 
this opportunity of expreffing our unfei^cd detdP* 
tauon of tbeir communications. 

But the chiarge is not directed agaunft Aem merely. 
The objects of this imputation ^are left fuiHciently 

tindefincd. 
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iindefio^s tp kad the public to coocludey that this 
infamous and difgraceful praftice Was g^^at 
amoogft perfons of better f<Mhk}n'' ia fiirmii^*' 
han^. Wc are sufkor^ed to fiibmk the feUowing 
faff^ in order that th^^ public ma^ judg^ ^rom what 
caufts fudi reports ivMiy^ ia Ibme ii^aacei^ 
originated. 

<^ A wry refpe&ahle individual* whole neareft 

relatiojus are Diiicmt^rs, had lately a few frit^nds ta 

dine with him* Afor dinner it was deemed necef- 

fary to air the wine. He accordingly took a botde, 
reaching at the fame time a pamphlet that lay on the 
fide-board,^nd fdaced this under it on the bottom of 
the fender, left the heat of the fender fhould burft die 
bottle. This pamphkt turned outto be Dn Prieftle3^s 
Appeal, which produced a laugh from fome of tiie 
companyj on obfervingthe DoAor thus crowned 
•with a bottle. In the evening one of the company 
jocofely told his friend, who i$ a DiiTenteri that he 
had feen the Doftor's Appeal very near the fire, and 
that it was near being, if not burned. This gentle-- 
man mentioned the circuniftance to another friend, 
and from this fimple incident a report immediately 
got wind, and was induftrioufly circulated by one very 
*^ zealous friend'* of the Dodor inparticqlar — that 

THE COMPANY HAD DRANK DAMNATION TO DIS* 

SENTiKS OF ALL DENOMINATIONS, AND BURNT 
TH£ DOCTOR-S APPSAL WITH THRSB HUZZAS 

THE 
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THE fads we have hitlierto examined have 
been fekded from the narr^ive part of chc Doaor's 
work; wc will now confidei two very extraoi Jiaary 
jpaiTages in his Reflexions. 

Thefe palTages refer to a t cinfaftion which we 
do coafider moft ihamefuily mifrcprelea^d by the 
author; and as there juft realbn to apprehend iliat, 
in confequence of the impofition conuioed in Dr, 
Pjricftlcy'& ftatemcnt, this tranfaftion was -brought 
forward on the firil day of the prcfent meeting of 
Parliament) and animadverted on with great ievci- 
i ity, by a diftinguillied member of the Britilh Senate, 
Mr. Fox J— it ia but juftice to that gentleman to 
fiirnifli him with the true hiftory of chat bulinels : 

.and we canaot (judging from the known generdky 
of that gendeman's charafter) but expcft, that he 
wiJl aspukliely rffm^ the impoficion that has been 
imt upon him in the affair, 4/ ke has $enfiind the 
town of Bii miOgha«i> wiuch has thus unforcun^l 
fuffered in hii Qpinim. 

' ' It happens fortunately for the intercfta of truth, * 
that every principal ftep taken > rdatiop to the 

addrcis 
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addrefs begianing with the words " Friends and 
^ Fellow Churchmen)** was taken in the houfe, and 

• under the eye of the Redlor of St. Phillip*s i who 
has favoured us with the following very circumftan-i' 
tial, and, we have no doubt, to an impartial public, 
fads&dtory account of the bufinels. 

"On the morning of the i6th of July^theMagif- 
trates^ and other principal gentfemen removed, by in« 
vitation, to my houle, as I underftood that the mailers 
of inns and public houies were afraid to receive 

• them, left the mob IhouH refent fuch a ftep; and 
there a Ihort addreis to the rioters was propoled, and 
read to Mr. fwfhr htrnjelf^ amongft others, and re- 
ceived his entire approbation. It was unanimouQy 
agreed, that an addrefs of that kind to be diiperfed 
amongft the mob, and pofted in conlpicuous places 
through the town, was the only pradicable ifcep 
which had the fmalleft -cliancc of influencing the 
mob to defift and difperfe^ though it had been too 
plainly proved for fome time, that nothing but a 
difciplined military force was likely to be efiedual 
CD the (iiU extent of our wiihes. 

" It was hoped, however, that the conciliating ap- 
peUation of Friends and Fellow Churchmen,** 
might, in fome degree, gain their attention and ac- 
quiefcence, fo as to obtain, perhaps, a iufpeniioa of 
their outrages during the next day (Sunday) when 
the troops were expeded to arrive, as they did. 
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" It IS rcmarkablCy continues Mr. Madan> diat the 

obvious policy of Jeemmg to coincide in fentiment 
with a mobj for the purpde of influencing their 
opinions and controuling their conduft, fliould have 
been a&ually condrued into a real defign of pro- 
moting and inflaming their violence I 

By what other epithets or addreis could we hope 
to gain fo much afcendency over them, while 
Church and King" was the popular cry ? And 
therefore how illiberal a perverlion of our weiU 
meant and well-concerted endeavours has it beeut 
to chai^ us. with impropriety, or rather puU^ in 

the ufe of thole very epkhcts wliicli were bcft adapt- 
ed to the purpofe of arrefting the attention and the 
fury of the infurgents ! But no refpeftabk inquirer 
will demand this explanation of our motives^ or 
this vindication of our condu^ 

I have only to add iurtherj that a brodier> as I 
believe, of Mr. William Ruflell> when he had left my 
houfe that morning (Saturday) repeatedly fcnt to 
know how loon the propofed addrels would be ready, 
and where he was to apply for copies of it to di[^ 
firfe among the mob^ if they ihould attack his prc- 
mifes. 

Mr. Taylor aUo» was exprefsly alked whether 
he could fuggeft any additimal or ietter means to 
be adopted, when be declared his approbation of 

F the 
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die mcaiure» and hb coim6tioii that every diing 

that was pradiicable had been attempted. 

^* Before i left town I vifited Dr« Johnflone (a 
Phyfician of eminence," and a Difibnttr) at his own 
houfe, for the exprels purpofe of flicwing him the 
intended addrels» requiring him in the &me man^ . 
mt to mencion any additional or betcer means which 
might occur to him^ when I received a iimtlar ap^ 
probation of the addrels ; together with a (uU jufli- 
'iication of his own condufi: xefpefting that ill- 
judged meafure, die dlaner at the Hotel." 

Had die Dg&or's Appeal been compo&d at §ne 

fitting, and that after tea, as his Letters to Mr. 
Bur^ are. reported to have been^ there might have 
been ibme excule pretended for the ignorance tie 
difcovers of the /a^fs conuined in the above ftate- 
ment but, that the fentimcncs uttered in the fid- 
lowing palikgcs flxouid have efcaped him, in a work 
deliberately written, and not publiflied till fonne. 
months after the riots, when fufficient opportunity 
had been given for every needfiil inforniation on thfc 

fubjeft-— is a bufinefs which we fubmic to the judg- 
ment of the public, ^d tQ his own confcience. *^ la 
the height of the riot they (the mob) were adr 
dreffcd by the Magiitrates, and other refpedfcable 
members ofthe Church of £ngland,fiMk/i^ ibougU 

tb^ bad done mychUf. mugb^ and wilhed them to 

proceed 

1 
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proceed no Either, the appellation of Friends 
and FcUgw Churchmen" Page 70. And in page 
7i-^*« The clcarcft fa4a:s Ihcw (then produce them. 
Sir) that there was more than remilTnefs on the 
part of many perfonspf better condition, and nothing 
that tbef ever did Jbeweda real dtfapprobation of the con-- 
du5l of the mob previous to the demolition of my boufe^ but 
only a wifli that they Ihould proceed no farther tJiaa 
that; and this on no other account than that of the 
txpence it would be to themfelves. rhis is evident 
from the bandMlls laft, referred to** 

For the opinion entertained by three very le- 
fpcaabk Diflcntcrs, of die m&tin)es which induced 
die Magiftratcs, &c. to prepare the hand-biU in 
queftion, and of die probable good effe^ \t might 
have with die mob, we refer the public to die above 
reprcfentation of diat affair, given by Mn Madan i 
and for the fentiments profcflcd by the body of Byi 
Jimtersy refpefting the condud of reputable membcw 
of die Church of England in general, and dieir cn^ 
deavours to quell die riots, and to proteft the diH 
treffed on that occafion, we conceive it will be luC* 
ficient to infcn die following addrefs from diat body^ 
publilhed immediately aftpr the riots* 

^he Diffenters of Birmingham deftre to return thdr 
fateful aeknowkdgmenis to all thofe members of the 
Eftabtijhed Churchy who in any manner exerted tbem^ 
fclvtsdurmg the late riots, in dfenee of their perfons 

F 2 und 
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andproparij mare particulariy to ihofe who^ in the 
true Jprit of chriftianityy reahed into their houfes^ md 
■under their prote^iony families of Dtjfenters^ who we^-e 
ehUged to lem)e their own habitations $ and alfo to 
all tbofe who received and protected their goods. 1%ey 
trujl that good men of every denomination will conftder 
this prote^ion as highly bonourahle to the hmnani/j of 
thofe who gone it \ and they thjnk it to he the more 

meritoriouSf as thefe generous proteSers did thereby e»^^ 

poje themfelves to danger from a lawlefs mob^ who 
wanted mly pretence for depredation. 

From this it fufficiently appears^ that Dr. Piieft- 

ley has, in his iniidious management of this bufineisy 
a&ed as much in oppolidon to the avowed opinion 
of the refpeftable body of Diffentcrs in Birming- 
ham, as he has done to the cleareft dictates of can* 
dour and truth* 

We cannot help obferving heie^ that the impe-* 
tuofity by which this otherwifc great man is hurried 
on in his career of accuiation, ibmetimes betrays 
him into fomething like abfiirdity. Not one In- ' 

dependent, fiapdft, or Methodift> I am con- 

fident, had any hand in the riot at Birmingham! 

but only thofe Members of the Church of Eng- 
<^ land (if they can be Jaid to be members of any 
" Church) who are in fad deHitute of all fenfe of 

religion, &c." page 70. 

W€ 
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We perfe£Uy agree in opinion with the Doaor, 
that no man calling himfelf an Independent/* 
" Baptift/' or « Mcihodift/' provided he entertain- 
ed a juft fenfe of his principles, could have had die 

kaftlhare in the late riots /' and we think there 

is no candid men of either denomination but will 
allow, that it is a peculiar hardihip on the Church 
of England, to make her anfwerable for the condud 
qf men, who are in and by the Dodor's ac- 
knowledgmenty deftitute of all fenle of religion/* 

1 he Dodor himfelf feems to have felt this dif- 
ficulty, and therefore has thrown in a doubt whe- 
^er fuch men, as the rioters^ can be &id to belong 
to any Church.'* 

Had he followed the obvious leadings of fimple 
truth, lie would have feen no difficulty in the bu- 
finefs* Men who thus prove them&ives " deftitute 
of all fenfe of religion," if they rank as members of 
any fociety, it mutt be of that which the Scriptures 
denominate the Synagogue of Sacan " and un- > 
queilionably ey^ry Chrittian Church muft difciaim, 
with abhorrence^ all r^liff^m connexion widi fuch 
men, unle&tn the hope of giving them better prin* 
ciples, and of bringing tiiem to repentaqcet 

if there be any thing 4ouiifid remaimng9 it muft ap- 
pear to every impartial obfcr vcr, to be the integrity of 
thatnnan's motives,whocan thus, toanlwer a purppfet 
make Churchmen of rw/^r^i and in die fame , breath 

F3 too 
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too in wkich he dprdares it <so beaqueftton-^^ whe- 

" thcr fuch mifcreants caa be faid to be members 
« of a»r Church r 

It is thus, however^ die tongue of Owdtt will 
fometimes faU€r, while conTcious k is ujteijfig idelf 
in the ^rcjence oftriUb. 



WE are now come to that part of the Ap- 
PXAL which relates to the condud of the Clergy aH 
arid after the time of ehe riots. 

If» as the Dodor fuppofes, there was a plan in 
this iniquitous bufinefs^ the public^ we think, muft 
have feen, from what has gone before, that he has 
exerted his utmoft ingenuity to fix the ftigma of it 
upon the clergy, &c. — it will now appear tliat he is 
not leis affiduous'in his endeavours to criminate them 
as the principal, though Jecret abettors of thb |Jan 
in its execution. 

In page 7 j, he reprefents the clergy as having 
** been the firft to calumniate the Diflhiters, and to 

place the condud of the mob in the inoft &vour- 

able light." And in page 98, 99, they are cither 
dircdly, or by implication, acculcd of having " ex- 

"prcffcd 
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prei&d great fatisfaftbn in the riots, as the bcft 
way (nnAnifeftly iiojuft and illegal as k was) of 
obtaining their end againft Dr. Prieftley and- 
ocher9."**^The Public are left to conclude^ that 
they neither " endeavoured to prevent the riots/* 
nor were ^^forry for them." In page 97, they are 
' reprefcnted as ** wifliing the Do6ter, and other op- 
pofers of the dodrine of the- rnnity," might be 
fiknced by other means ^mhy^gHmenf*^^ hav- 
ing given fufficient intimation ot their wiih for the> 
interpolition of the civil power*' — and as " lament- 
ing that the circumftanccs of the times were unfa- 
votkrable to fuch a mode of iilencing him,- &c.*'— * 
In coniequencc of which they are treated as " per- 
lecutors/' who would, if they hadit in thieir pm^r^ 
^ apply force in the place of argument J* - 

Charges of this foiouB-nature^ a^ p^ferred wiilr 
fuch confidence, will df courfe be looked upon by 
perfoos at a diftance^ a& founded on evidence, the 
moft clear, and incoAtfovertibk» oracleai^ as fup- 
ported by fads of. fuch general notoriety!- in /W^ 

neighbourhood) that the format introdiiftioiiioC tlvem 

was altogether unneceflary/* ^ 
As the matter now ftluKlsy- the^-Db^or^s^^ m 

fupport of thcfe weighty acculations, are certainly 
of & nature altogether unprecedemed-id dil^of thii 

magnitude, ' ^ ' ' 

F 4 Did 
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Did not this difcuffion involve in it the leputatioif 

of a bod) of men, whofe charadcr cannot be indif- 
ferent to the pupiic, it would be difficulty in pur- 
filing the Doctor in thh argument, to. be perfc(3Jy 
ferious. 

For how are ihefe momentoos * charges iubftan-* 

tiated i Why, truly, we are called upon (in page 75) 
to CQojiikr the part which many of the inibriof 
clergy ha,ye aftcd in this bufmefs" (taking foi; 
granted ,ib%t this was moft infamouiBji in ihoit, 
eluding all the villanics ftated in the above charges) 
and this upon . the mere gratuUoiU. affertiqn of 
our accuiery without cyea the pietenpe of evi* 
dcnce i 

Fearing, hpwever, left tjiis coUe&ion of ftrong 
proofs might in^ fome oieafure loic its. point, unlefs. 
0:>f|grtped ^ iw appofite exami^y he produces (in 
p. 62) the inftance of a clergyman who " declared, 
<^ that if all his writings were put together, and the 

Dodor hunklf placed on the top of them, he 
\* ibould rejoke to &t fire to the pile -thou^ (in 
p. 98) the Dodor acknowledges, upon better in- 
formadon, that clergyman to have b»een a fool^ of 
fonhething approaching very nearly to that charac- 
ter ; — ^A^ time, not willing wholly to give 
up an example (though what is iaid of this imagine 
ary idiot has report only for its bafis) fo much to hi^ 
purpofe, he very candidly fuppofes that this " weaker 

- * * V brother'* 



s 
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* ^< brother" expreBed the real (entiments of many 
others.** Every man muft fee at once, that evi- 
dence like Ms will prove oity tbingy and chat nothing 
can remain doubtftil which Jucb examples are 
brought to iUuftrate ! 
Had die dergfman who in a public aflize fer- 
mon called the fufferings of Diffenters (in the late 
riots) wbokfme ewre&im^* been a Birmtngbani 
clergyman, we have no doubt his name would have 
appeared :— as things are^ we are lefi> to conjediire 
diis unfortunate Sheriffs Chaplain muft have retired 
to his ftudy (on the day his iermon was compofed) 
with the following paflage. deeply imprelled on his* 
mind — If the Bifhops took any proper care of the 
ntarals of diehr Clergy, Mr. Burn would be cenfiired 
** by them, and if he did not repent, and make his 
repentance as public as his fault (wridngagainll: 
Dr. Priel^ley) he would be (iifpended from his 
Miniftry. But in this degenerate age, and relaxed 
in flate of difcipline, nothing of this wholesoms 
^ ^* SEVERITY, 1 fear, is to expeAed.** Vid. Dr. 
Prieftley's i6 Famil. Lett, in reply to Mr. Burn. 

We blame this clergyman (If iuch a man really 
does exift) for defcending to^ucb JerviUty of imita^ 
/Mff,— 4t muft however be recollefted, there is fbme-r 
0iing peculiarly bewitching in illuftrious examples* 
Such are the nUemd pillars by which this great 
fabric of crin)inal accufation is fupported — ^let us 

now 
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mow examine by what kind of ouiward evidencf;. it 
U propped and but(rdreGL ' r ' 

The Doftor remarks (in p. 73) diat the clcr- 
« gy, if they had wiihed to wafli their hands of this 
^< crime, and difclaim the condud of thofe^-who odl, 
*1 tbemfeks their friends ^ fliould have> been the firft 

to reprobate dieir proceedii^, and to .preach». 
V moderation and peace/* 

What evidence has Dr. Prieftley to produce^ that 
they have not dqne fo i Let him fliew who thofe. 
clergymen are that have, on proper occafions, been 
backward in expreffing their bdi^pa^on at the late; 
difgraceful proceedings. The conduft of the clergy, 
we have no doubt, has been narrowly watched — ^it 1% 
more than probable there have been, frequently, ia 
their affemblies^ men who were ready, to make thenE¥ 

offenders for a woid." 

If it be from thefe worthy informants that Dr. 
Prieftley has.receivied his intellige^i he i» doubd^ia 
^ady to produce his authorities t ^ ;t|e clergy^ 
on their part, when properly called upop, will cheer- 
fully abide the fcrutiny^ . Till thk be. faifly doo^ 
there is no otiici way kft for the accyfed than pe- 
remptorily to deny the, chai^ge. Enridmi^ in fup* 
port of it, there is none even pretended by Dr. 
FrieHley, and therefore the ckrgy have, in fafl-j 
ngthbg to con&teu 

It 
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It IS further adduced, in proof of clerical guili oa 
this occaiion, that thqr did not accommodsue the 
« Diflenters with the ufe of 4dr churches, till the ' 

meeting-houfes could have been rebuilt." p. 73. 

Dn Prieftley (hould have recollefixd, that this 
offer (had it been in the power of the Biihop, or the 
clergy legally to make it) muft have been made 
after the appearance of his obliging " Letter to the 

Inhabitants of Birmingham when the ckrgjr 
had no very great rcaion to conclude, from the civil 
mendon made of them in it, that any propo(iti(»i 
fix>m tbm would have been accepted* 

Befides, it was not pofiible that, as honeft mm^ 
diey could have oflfered their churches as a com* 
*'penfation" — ^for whom had they injured, that a 
cmpenjatim from tbm ihould be deemed necefiary 
It will poflibly be urged, "that the meeting-houics 
were deftroyed on pretence of fupporting (he churchy 
and therefore it became the duty of the clergy to 
' make refticuaon." But if this be juil reafonuig, we 
will prefent the Doftor with aaotbir fpecimen of ii# 
that may perhaps be as much to his mind. 

We will fuppofe dien, the days to have arrived, 
which the Doflbor fcems ftrongly to anticipate, when 

under the diredion of an artful leader, the fame 

* Yid. Br. Prieftley Letter to tlie Xnbalritaats of Binntngham* 

in iu8 Appca. isu. II. 

" lawlefs 
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lawleis rabble who lately Ihouted Church and 
King, ihould take up the cry. No Church, no 
''King, or at kaft that of <' No game kws»" '' No 
tythes," " No cxcik" — and fuppofe, that under 
the auipices of this '' artful leader" all thefe gmt 
things Ihould be attempted, under the pretence of 
fupportiQg the m4ting'k{fu/ig—'V/ou\d the innocent 
Dodor, and his '' more zealous friends," 6d tkm^ 
/elves obliged to make " compenlation," in this in- 
fiance, to individuals whom they were conlcious 
tlicy had never injured ? Such we are lure is their 

• 

good will for Churchmen^ th^t, were an oppor- 
tunity to offer, they would cheerfully do as their 
brethren at Banbury have done i but they would, no 
doubt (as they have taken pains to remind us in 
ibai inftance) have ibeir ofier conUdered as an a6i; 
of gemrojity^ not of jujliee* * 

, Dr. Prieftley would Jalute his offending brethren, 
the clergy, to ketrajf them-^tie .would provoke them 
to generofity, but he would have them exercife that 
virtue on fuch terms as would amount to ^ ac- 
knowledgment of guilt-— he would have them open 
their churches to the ruffi:rers as a^' compeniation," 
f • i. he would have them publicly declare to their 
country, '* that they did indeed burn the mceting- 
, houfes, and that, upon their own confeffion, they are 
to be confidered guiky of every villany thai: is 
charged upon them in his Appeal/' But this was 

too 
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too much toexped from the clergy of Birmingham, 
unlefs they had all been of equal ftaiuri with their 
weaker brother'* before mentioned, Such, how- 
ever (and AO bei;eer have we been able to difcover) 
are the proofs of cheir guilt ! 

Another circumftance minifterlng/r^/r^ fufpicion 
of their having had hand*' in the riots, is " their 
notjobing, and invidng theDo&or back agaia» 
and doing every thing in their power to make his 
re-eftabliihment fafe and eafy." p. 73>74. 

Hardened, inconfiderate men ! not to avail your- 
felves of the ineftimable opportunity, which his 
Idxd letter to your hearers gave you, of cxprefTing 
your contririon for oiFences you never committed, 
and of fupplicating (with halters on your necks) the 
return of a man whom you had never taken one ftep 
to remove— a man, againft whom your only ofience 
has been that of darings without his permiffion, to 
think for yourfeives I 

To produce this circumftance in evidence againft 
uSj looks ibmething like penury in that neceilary ar- 
' ticle. It required the Doftor's peneoation to find 
out, in this bufinefs, the proof of clerical guilty and 
we fee with what unexampled addreis he has turned 
it to his purpofe. But Dr. Prieftley is confcilediy 
a prodigy of inventiont and if ibis example of it 
fiiould be admitted, by difpafTionate men, in con- 
firmation of his charge againft the clergy of Bir-^ 

mingham^ 
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ixitngham, it will ftand as an incontrovercibie inftancc 
to prove— <hat he is alfo an inventor of prodigies. 

To reply in perft^ Jtnoufnefs to evidence of this 
kind, really requires greater frigidity of conftitudon, 
and a more ftem inflexibility of mufcks, diaa we 
are endued with. 



BESIDES thefe charges, diieflly levelled 
at the clergy^ there are other points of accufation^ 
of a moie g neral nature, introduced; and, no 

doub^ widi the view of throwing feme additional 
light on ibnr temper, as well as that other High 

Churchmen who have faiicn under the Dodor's 
cenfure. 

He Ipeaks (p. 49, 66) on the want of fympa- 
thy** apparent amongit Churchmen, not only in 
Birmingham, but in every part of the kingdom^*-*K)f 
the difpofition tlu y manifefted to " exult in propor- 
tion as the injury done to himfelf and others was 
great and irreparable \* — and for the p'oof of this, 
we arc in both places ferioufly referred to " a Cbefi&r 
Ballad^ MUM the Ghoft md the Do^or:* 



Of 
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Of courfe tt^e people in Birmingham^ and par* 
ticidarly the clergy^ ihould be made accountable 
for this produdion, and efpecially as the Dodor 
leems to llifped: it of being the manu&dli^e of fome 

To prove that the ladsfaftion our weaker 

brother" exprefled in the idea of burning the. 
Dodtor alive," was not peculiar to bim, but the 
comnnon fentiment of many others — we are again 
(p. 98) foleoinly referred to a paper written in a 
iargi print band, and found at BeacfmsfieW* 

Had this paper been written with greater elegance, 
diere might have been fome ground for fufpefting 
an old friend of the Do6tor, who refides in that, 
neighbourhood i— and there unqueftionably would 
have been as great an appearance of reafon, in en- 
deavouring to bring the matter home to Mr. Burke, 
as in introducing it in this place, where it can ferve 
no other purpofe than th^t of expofing the feeble 
eSbrts of a mind determined to criminate at any 
rate. But we are tired of ballads and band-bills^ 
and of an&nymous impertinence of every other kind 
obtruded upon us by our aceufer. 

We fhall, therefore, proceed to examine one 
tranfaftion of a general naiurc, to which the Doftor 
refers, and from which he has certainly drawn the^ 
moft extraordinary and perverfe inference, ever made 
from a plain fa£t« 

He 
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He tells (in p. 72) that " infteadof promoting an 
enquiry concerning the inftigators of tlie mob, and 
cenfuring the mantfeft remiifaefs of the Magiftrates 
•(he fhould rather have l^dthe ^hire of their well- 
meant efforts) a town's meeting has voted the latter 
thanks and rewaids for the part they a^d; and an 
addrejs to the King^ refledting more on the DillenterSj 
as friends to innovation, than on die rioters." - 

To this meeting (certainly one of the moft nu- 
merous, unanimous, and refpeftable ever convened 
in Birmingham) called for the exprels purpofe of 
dianking our Magiftrates, and other refpedtable in- 

■ 

dividuals who came to our relief, there did not 
appear any one fad that would juflify them in with- 
holding their warmeft acknowledgments from thole 
gendemen. 

As the only proof of delinquency, on the part of 
our Magiftrates, was their want of fuccefs^ that meet- 
ing conceived the compliment of a handlbm^ piece 
of plate to each of thoie gendemen, might have a 
good efiedk, and would remain as a teftimony of the 
unanimity of the town in encouraging every vir- 
tuous effort fox the preiervation of order. With 
the fiime view, drefs (words, fuited to the rcfpeftive 
officers of the corps who came to our aHidance, 
together with a (urn of money to be diftributed 
amongft the men, were deiired to accompany the 

• thanks 
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Aanks of the town voted to the corps on that oc- 
cafioiu 

Dr. PridHcy complains that the meeting did 
not promote an enquiry coocerning the laftigacors of 
the mob/' Thetown» on diis oocaiion, imagined 
that to ilrengthen the hands of our Magiftrates in 
the difchai^ of their duty, was in promoting 
that enquiry, and in the only way to which, as a 
body, they were properly competent. The laws 
of the land have not delegated to town's meetings 
the power of granting /earcb warrants ; nor was ic 
deemed the proper time to interfere by a formal re- 
prefentation on the fubjed, when our Magistrates 
were known to be employing every proper and ne-^* 
ceflary means for that very purpofe. 

Here is a very plain cafe : — The town and neigh- 
bourhood of Birmingham are publicly charged with 
a dereli&ion of duty, in not having proceeded to 
cenfurc their Magiftratcs, not merely wiibout evi- 
dence> but, as ^t appeared to them againji it. Dr. 
Prieftley, who prefers this ferious charge, declares 
•* the remif&efs" of thofe gentlemen to be " manifeft,** 
implying, no doubt, his knowledge of fads in their . 
conduct fully juftifying the imputation j and yet he 
has not ventured to proceed againft them legaUy^ but 
contents hincifelf with venting his fpleen in tolerated 
ilaDder^ « 

G Of 
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Offh Mddf^fs U tie Khg voted on that OCC9S00, 

it will^ we truft^ be fufficient to iayj that to the ia-* 
tiabitanis of BinntiigiuuEn it did appear htgUjr pro- 
per, that hb Majcfty's paternal care fliouid be grate- 
fuify acknqwledgodi and that it became tbcm, aa 

good citizens, to cxprefs, on that occafion, their high 
kDit of the excellency of that governoxent, the 
benefits of wbofe procoaiQa tfaef had fo recently 
Sdt, as wdll as their dutiful and zealous concurrence 
with the Chief Magiftrate to prevent fimilar cUfoiw. 
ders in future. 

The fpirit of this addre& is by Dr. Pneftiey 
pronounced ab]c\T*-^it may be fo, but we flld} 
make no apology to bm for expreiling our venera^ 
tion of the exifting government of the country, in 
our own way. Had we been favoured with the af- 
fiftance of a certain very ^' zealous friend'' of the 
Dodor, we arc fully aware our addrejs to tbi King 
irtig^t have received fome important amendments^ 

and efpeciaiiy on the fcore of Loyalty. 

Hts condufion from the condud of the town in 
this bufiflcls, is indeed extraordinary — ^ the whole 
" town and neighbourhood muft, therefore, fdH un- 

der the fufpicion of fcreening the criminals^ and 
^ therefore partaking in the guile.** iU 

"To this truly equitable judgment on the conduA 

^ people, amongit wiigiyi Dr. Pricftky profcflcs 

to 
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to have ^ lived very happily for ten years" previous 

to the riots, we lhall only fay — if to thank men for 
conu ibuting tiieir aiTiftance. in Juppreffing a riot, be 
by &ir conftniAion to vote them thanks ibr a ne^kS^ 
of duty I or, if to deprecate the coniequences ot 
popular tumult, which the csq^erience of difierent 
periods has (hewn may iiTue in the worft of innova^ 
tumsj be a compliment to rioters, and a retledion 
on thofc who have unfortunately fallen viftims to 
their rage— confidence muft then ceafe amongll men^ 
and it will be no longer poflible to vindicate a man's 
intentions by the moft fimple and unequivocal courfc 
of condu A ! 



4 • 
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FACTS, 

tLdating to the Condu5f ef the Clergy, and others^ 

during the Riots, 

(NOT MENTIOICBD BY DR. PRIE8TLBT.) 



I N the preceding ports of thb Vindica- 
tion we have, as the public muft have feen, been 
jieceiTarily led to expole the dired: ialleiiood of feme 
of the DoAor's reprelentations, the perverted 
and illiberal colouring given to our condudb 
in others, and the unparalleled malignitjr and in- 
juftice of his refleftions in all. We will now fup- 
ply fome /a^s wiucli our accufer has not found it 
convenient to mention* 



REVEREND Mr. CURTIS, 

RECTOa OF 8t* MARTIlTt. 

This Gentleinan has obliged us with the follow- 
ing ftatcment of his condud before, and during the 
tinne of the riots. 

« On 
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« On the 12th of July, P. M. my friend. Dr. 
Gilby, at a meedng in this village (Solvhuli) alked 
whether I had feen a mpft criminal hand- bill that, 
had the day before been circulated in Birmingham ?. 
I told him I had iioti and on his expatiating on the 
alarming matter contained in it, I immediately de- 
termined to fend a fcrvant to Birmingham to pro- 
cure, if poilibie, one of the hand-bills ibr me — ^he 
fucceeded, and I received a copy of one that even- 
ing, about nine o'clock. The next morning, before 
fix o'clock, I rod^ 0)^er to Mofeley, to Mr. Vilkrs's, 
to advife widi him .what. Heps Ihould be taken to 
bring to juftice the author,. of this .hand*bill, ' 
and rcquefted him iinmediately to accompany me- 
to Mr. Carles, the Magiftrate. Buiineis, however, 
of importance to Mr, Villcrs, deprived me of die 
pleafurj^ of his gomp^py » but he engaged to meet ' 
me at Birmingham fobn after, which he accordingly > 
did. 

" I waited o|i Mr. Carles, and having fuggeftcd 

to him the propriety of a few reipedable characters 
Q&ring a reward of an hundted goineas, for the 
difcovery of the author, &c. of the hand-bill, he told 
me what had been done by Dr. Spencer and him* 
felf, viz. that about two o'clock of the day in "which 
the hand- bill was firft circulated, one of them was 
brought tO/the. Public Office, where they were at- 
tending on bufinels. They confidered the hand- 

G3 bUl 
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bill of fo dangerous and alarming a ttndcocy, thaf 
they tbougbt tc incumbent on cbem to indofe it to 
Mr. Fitti and as their letter leent by poft on MofK> 
day, there was every reaibn to fuppofe an aniVcr 
nvould arrive by the dme we got to Birmingbam* 
- Mr. Carles, though at that time indifpofed, 
with that read&neis which he has ever ihewn asan 
aftive Magfftrate and good cidien, to iervc the 
town, agreed to accompany me to Birmingham, 
and to coUeft a few friends to talk over the bufinefi. 
In our road we called upon Mr. Boulcon, of the 
Sobo, to inform him of the plan I had propoftd of 
offering, in conjundUon with other rclpcftable indi- 
viduals^ aicwafd) &€• for the difcgvery of the writer 
of the hand-bill. Mr. Boulton faid it was a ftep 
which he begged leave maturely to coniider, and 
that Mr. Carles fliould have his 0{»nion in writing 
early in the afternoon. 

*^ On our arrival we found the Secretary of 
State's letter. 

" A few gentlemen immediately met, when it 
was lefolved t)o adverdie in Swinney's paper of the 
14th of July, the propofed reward of one hundred 
guincas^&c. Havingthusfardonewliac I conceived 
was my duty, I returned to Solyhull. 

On the morning of the 14th of July I rode to 
Binningham, and waited on the Magiftrates at tfie 
FuUk Office* They ii^oimed me it was th^ir in«- 

tendon 
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tendon not to leave Birmingham that day, which 
^ ififbrnuitioii ivas peculiari/ fattsfa&ory to me 
things were then circgmftanced I returned 
to Solyhuli to dinner. About three o'clock on 
Fridiy monongthe 15th, a letter was fenc me hf 
my clerk (S. Brooke) dated Sc. Martin's veilry, in 
wMch he informed t» the meedng-houfes were- fto 
on fire by a mob^ and that he had obeyed the orders 
of the churchwarden^ in delirerfq; up the keys of 
the engines* 

i inunediately aroie, ordered my chaile to be 
got ready, and went to my friend and neighbouring 
Mag^ftrate^ Mr* Moland, of Springfield^ who very 
obligingly accepted my invitation of accompanying 
me in my carriage to Birmingham^ in order to aOift 
the Magiftrates there in their duty. 

** We alfo fent poft to the Earl of Ayiesford, who, 
with that public fpiritedneis which fo eminendy di£- 
tinguiflies that nobleman, repaired to Birmingham 
a& foon as it was poflible, accompanied by the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Finch. 

<^ On our arrival we found the a&ing Magiftrates 
at the Parfonage of St. Phillip's, almoft exhiufted 
by the fatigue they had undergone during the 
pight. 

" On the arrival of I-.ord Ay lesford, different par- 
pies of gentlemen were foimed, with a Magiftrate at 

their head, in the hope that their perfoaal interfcr- 

G 4 ence 
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cnce by advice^ entreaty, and admonition, might 
have bad (he much defired effeft of preventing the 
dreadful confequences that enfued. With thefe 
gentlemen 1 acted till about one o'clock, when I 
was obliged to convey my neighbour, Mr. Moland, 
home.' Upon fccting him down, I changed my 
drefs, took a iaddle horfe, and returned within a 
mile of the town, when I was informed the mob 
were aiiembled at Mr. Taylor's.* 

"1 immediately refolved to go to the houfe. Many 
people on the road, who knew me> hearing me 
give my fervant orders to keep as near me as pof- 
fible, begg^ me not to adventure fartherj fearing 

my life would be in danger. 

then rode into the midft of thefe in&tuated peo- 
ple, and after acquainting them who it was that, as 
a peace maker in heart and by profeiiion, wiihed to 
addrefi them ; they paid every attention to what I 
laid. On my conjuring them in the name of the 
Prince of Peace, to defift and to follow me, they 
promifed they would. I then tuuicd nv/ horfe's 
head, and was enabled to divert the attention o^ 
I may fay, one thouland of them, for a coniiderable 
time, by parading the town, and addrelling them 
folemnly before feveral places of worfbip which we . 
paffcd. They at iaft infifted on aiy giving them 
drinks and upon palling by the Hen and Chickens - 
Inn, my horfe was led irito the yard. As there 

leemed 
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fcemed to be no alternative, I confcnted to comply 
with their requeft, provided they would promile to. 
dii'perfe after my treating them with fomc ale. Up-: 
on this promile being made, apparently by all, I • 
■was obliged to order them fome liquor. I remain- 
ed in Birmingham diat night, that I might be ready 
to aflift, if poffible, on the Saturday morning ; but 
finding there was no prolpedt of my continuing with 
advantage to the town, • I returned home to ferve 
my church at Solyhull on the Sunday^ when the 
military arrived. 

I may obferve, in addition to the above ftate- 
ment of my conduft before, and during the late 
melancholy bufinefs, that Mr. Taylor, wkhin aa 
hour after his arrival from Cheltenham on the i6th 
of July, waited on me at the Parfonage, Birmingham, 
to thank me for the ejfmtial/ervice (as he was plealcd 
to fay) I had been to him at Bordefley. I indeed 
believe Mr. Taylor has yniiunaiy defended my con- 
duft, which the Di0enters, at feveral of th^r meet- 
ings, thought proper to introduce j and vpon cer- 
tain Diifenting Minjfters at Hackney prefuming to 
give out, " that I had prefented the mob with ten 
guuiea^ to pull Mr. TayJor^s hoyfe down/' this gen- 
deman faid, if it would be any fatisfa&ion to me, 
he would write to thofc Minifters at Hackney, 
though be was not acquainted wit(i them, to amfute 
Jo ^roj's a calumry. 

« I might 

I 



Digitized by Google 



f 



fO A KtFLY TO 

^ I might addythiic daring the rkm» my h<mfe 

SolyhuU was open to a Diffcntcr aad his family^ 

sod that the childfcnof anodier fiuniijrwereliimUy 

cloathcd by Mrs, Curtis. 

CHARLE.S CUkTIS/' 



• REVEREND Mn. MADAN, 

RECTOR OF 8r, PHILLIP*. 

The filft meeHigence of the fiots met me d)out 

four o'clock on Friday the 15 th of July, on my ar- 
rival at Lichfieldy to attend upon the Biihop of 
Lichfidd> on his vifitation at that place. 

•« I immediately repaired to Birmingham, with 
the fole view of contributing any affiftance in my 
power in quelling ( not promoting) the difturbance, 
and aded with others for that purpofe in the Square 
and its vicinity till paft midnight; having had 
frequently the fatisfadionof diiTuading and difmiiOi^ 
from their intended outrages, many ftraggling parties 
of the mob. The main body were engaged that 
night in the cruel deftrudion of Mr. Taylor's houfe 
at Bordefley, which was compktciy in flames during 
the time I am fpeaking of> and which it had been 
proved impoffible to fave from the fiiry of the 
rioters, 

I « On 
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' On the Saturday evening I returned to attend 
the Vtfitacioii at Lichfield, but not till it Was agreed 
among the gentlemen affembled at my houfe*, that no- 
tliifig further could be done^indi viduaUy or colle&i vely^ 
by any interference of the civil power. The troops 
pailing through Lichheld on the next day (Sunday) 
gave the happy kffiirance of a fpeedy teiminadon of 
the riots. 

SPENCER MADAN." 

The Rev. Mr. Blount, late Lefturer of St. Mar- 
tin's, is acknowledged to have been the principal . 
means of faving the houie of Mr. Baylis^ a Diflen- 
ter in the High^ftreet, by his very fuccefsfiil and re- 
peated addreffcs to the mob. 
The RsCv. Mr. Lawrence, Lefturer of St. Phillip's, 
. received the firft intelligence of the New Meeting 
being on fire at One o'clock on the i:* riday mornings 
when, in company with another gendeman, he re- 
paired to the Engine Houfe in Tcmple-ftreet, from 
whence they dn^ged the Engine down to the 
Meeting. They found they were too late to be of 
any fervice in preferving the Meetbg» — ^tfaey there* 
fore direfted their attcririon to the adjoining build- 
ings, but were prevented by the threats. of the mob, ^ 
who declared they would throw the worker of the 
engine into die flames, if he did not defift. . ^ 

5 Vid. Mr. Madan'f Statement^ page 64. , 
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The Rev. Mr. Darwali, Minifter of St. John's, 
Deritend, is .well known to have contributed moft 
efllentiaUy to the faving of Mr. Jukes's bouie, a gen- 
tleman and a DiiTenter, who refides in diac Hamlet* 
This fad, we are well affureds is moft gracefully 
acknowledged by Mr. Jukes. 

The Kev. Mr, Price and Mr. James, of the 
Free School (it is univerlaUy known in Birmingham) 
opened their houfcs to receive the pcrfons of Diffen- 
ters who were thought in danger, as well as the 
furniture and other property of feveral difienring 
neighbours on that occafion. For this their own 
houfes were repeatedly threatened by the mob« 

Mr, Burn has only to lament the failure of a well- 
meant endeavour to recover the Engine at Mr. 
Ryland's (which had been forcibly removed by the 
mob) immediately after the lower part of d^e i^uM-- 
ing was fct on fire. He fucceeded fo far, by re- 
peated exhortations and remonitrances addreffed to, 
the fpedators, as to perfuade fix or eight ftout young 
men to join in the attciript to bring back the En- 
' guie, who unfortunately did not fucceed, from the 
refinance made by the crowd which was collefted 
about the gate. Mr. Burn, in this bufinefs, riiked 
Ibme perfbnal infult, and even danger, though he 
hasfince leai iit, that i&u appearance on that occa- 
fion^ tended rather to encourage than iiifcountenmicei 
the rioters. This was the obliging interpretation 

put 
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put upon a well intended, though inefFcclual, en- 
deavour to profteA the property of a moft refpefhible 
neighbour and fellow citizen ! 

* Dr. Prieftley (in page 71) has the following moft 
lerious dechiiauon, which Ivds been already referred 
to. " The cleareft fafts Ihcw, that there was more 
than remiflhefs on the part of many perlbns of 
better condition, and nothing that they ever did 
Ihewed a real difapprobation of the conduA of the 
mob, previous to the demoiidon of my houfe. 

We will mention one fa£t, out of many which 
we have no doubt took place amongft perfons of 
better condition," on the late occafion, and which 
we mtift beg the public to confider in connexion 

with the preceding paragraph. 

The Rev. Dr. Spencer, one of our Magiftrates, 
was called up at a very early hour on the morning 
of the 15th of July. He was informed that the 
mob were dcftroying Dr. Prieftley's houfe. He 
immediately dreffed himfelf, and mounting his 
horfe, galloped by the neareft ways to the fpot, 
where he accordingly found the rioters. They had 
proceeded a confiderable way in the deftrudlion of 
the infiJe of the houle, but had not wholly dmo'' 
lijhed It. This gentleman addreffcd the.niob, ex-' 
preflingin the moft effe&ual way he could, his 
** difapprobation of their cuaUuwl,' ' and did fucceed 

in 
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tn lio^Hg ikm off for fome time. I( is alfo a 

fad, that ioinc time i^or€ his arrival, the R€v#* 
Mr. Lawrence, and another gcntkman, had been 

exerting their utmofi: endeavours to lave the Doc- 
tor's Laboratory-^-and iaiagining their efforts to pre* 
ferve it might iiuxeed, they (ent a lad of the Do£tor^$ 
fccretly to Mr. Humphry(% requeiting that if 
ihey had any men in force, to fend them immadi« 
atdy, and that they had no doubt, with fuch oC^ 
iiftanee, the whole might be iaved* To this mei^ 

fage they received no anfwer, and finding their 
views became fulpedted by the rioters, they were 
under the neceffity of withdrawing for their perfonal 
lafcty. 

It is alfo zfa^i that hfire Dr, Spencer's arrival, 
one of the above gentlemen was threatened by tfa& 
mob to ie ihrazm m a tmfair^fimr$ wi9td<tWf 

and that becaufc he had by miftake (and ^mongii 
other reafons by which be urged the dduded mul- 
titude to defift from their horrid purpoii of deftroy- 
ing die hoi^) repre&med the DoOor's hou& as 
the property of a very refpcftable Quaker in that 
neighbourhood. 

Had Dr. Prieftlcy inftituted an impcvtial enquiry 
refpeding the ,condu(ft of "perions of better coa- 
didon,** during the late melancholy bufinefs, he 
could not have remained ignorant of the preceding 

fadts, 
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fads, which we aver to be fuch, on the fefiimcny of 
thf^ reijpedable iadividu4l3 concerned. Initead^ 
however, of this equitable procedure, he has cho&n 
to be guided by vague and ilanderous rumours, and 
has even obtruded thefe upon the -public (as this 
example fhews) under the venerable denoniiaauon 
qf the " akarcfifaSsr 

» He aflerts, that there was more dian remiflhefi 
(bow much niore \ Pkl they afllft ia puiiing the 
houle down ? Be eii^cit^ Sir) on the put of imnf, 
&c. and that nothing they ever did previous to the 
demolition of his houfe, ihewed r real dtiapproba^ 
tionj &c.'' — and of this afiertion he produces no 
evkleneef Wc^ on the contrarjr, ipeak pofitivelf 

to the conduct oijme of tl^ofe pcrfons of better 

coiidiooo'' amoDgft us, and we appe^ to the fa^^ 

producing at the fame time the of the rc^eit** 
abl< individuals coocerned* 

The public will therefore form dieir own opinion 
m the degree of credit due to us reipedively, in 
our very difierent accounts of this bufioefi^ 



Dr. PRIESTLEY is equally filent with 
reipc& to the condud of many perlbns of better 

condition^ 
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condition, at the houfes of Mr. Taylor, at Bordefley 
and Mofeley. At the latter of thele (Lady Car* 
hampton's) it is a faft that Mr. Villcrs, and other 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood, exerted themfelvcs 
to the utmoft with the view of faving it. 
' At Bordeiley, feveral gentlemen, amongft whom 
were Mr. Carver, and Mr. Wm. Hicks^ defended 
the entrance to the houfe, and at the rifle of their 
iives^ fecured an iron cheft, fuppokd to contain the 
fiimily writings, and other valuaUe property of that 
gentleman. 

Mr. Carver^ in particular, appears to have done 
every thing that the moft fpirited perfonal exertions, 
carnefl: entreaties, or the oflfer of money could effed:» 
in order to fave the liouib. His conduit was at 
length ftrongly relented by the rioters, who col- 
lefting about him, began to joftlc him, with the 
evident purpofe of getting him into the water that 
is before die houie. He law his (ituation, and by a 
fortunate ftratagem (that of oflFering to drink with 
them Jirft) efcaped with his life. 

Several of the other gentlemen were extremely 
beaten and bruifed on the occafion : but provi- 
dentially no lives were loft in thai attempt. 

Dr. Prieftley has alfo chofen to overlook the af-* 
fair at Mr. Ry land's, on Friday tlie L5th of July* 

From 
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From tbe very amiaUe tcmptr manifefted ir/his 

utipfeal^ we are left to fuipecl, that this was too Un^ 
4er a fulg'eft to be touched by a maa of his fym* 
pathiesv' Poflibly the plaints of a if enaved widow, 
and her children kfc faiberlejs^ by the well intended 
effort of that day*, may have Iccretly admoniflied 
him, that the intcodudionof this melancholy event 
was not fo much for his purpofe— it might lead the 
public, to compare the facrifices made on this oc- 
<a(i6n-r-aiid. the probable conclufion would have 
have been, if the iacrifice of fropetty made to the 
fiiry of an enraged and deluded populace was great, 
unqucllionabiy the life of a valuabk clazcn, offered 
in tlie humane attempt to Jam that properqr> was 
much greater. 

This benevolent conclufion from that diiaftrous 

circumftance, is not denied by Dr. Prieftley ; at the 
fame time it is equally true> he has nQimentioned ix,-^ 
. for what Tea[m is beft known to lum(el£ 

* The attempt made at Mr. Ryland's, is not brought forward as 
the beft eattterted plan in the world— it is merely offered In proofs 
tliat fometbing was imended hf the inhabitants of the town for the 
relief of the fufierers^ drcumftsnee not adnutCed hf Dr. 
Meftley in any one part of his Appeal. We wbuld only obferve, 
that if nothing was ferimtfy meant by the parties who risked their 
lives on that occafion (numbers of whom were fevcrely beaten, and 
even dangerouny wounded) they were certainly guilty of the moft 
ridiculous piece of gafcooade ever exhibited by any fet of men in 
their foberlcnfeil 

H We 
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We votild dofe this flatiemeat of iiiAs» rduc- 

teody given (for the Clergy, &c. of Birmiflgham 
oonfider tliat in doing their beft to liiccour their 

neighbours in diilrefs, they were doing but their 
by afluQg oofi neceiiary queftionr-!-Is it 
upon die evidence of thefe iiifts» that Div 
Prieftley refts the following very &aau& condiK 
fion i 

It is evident, therefore* that we have now no- 
diing to expefa: either fix>tn the dtvgf^ or bitf of the 

town and neighbourhood of Birmingham, but 
mult look to the general goveromenc of the coun« 
try J and we hope it will be found, that thence we 
do not look, for juftice^ .a&ivity» or. energy^ in 
vain." Page 74, 
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♦ J 

CONCLUSION, 



W E have now examined every fa£t of 
eonfeqti^ce brought forward by Dr. PHeftley in • 
accufation of the Clergy of Birmingham , and we 
truft it will be allowed u$, by impartial judges^ 
' that wc have met the Doftor^s faffs fkiriy* ' 

If we have not fucceeded in clearly, refutins 
them to every mm*s fatisfa£tion, we have at leaft 
reduced this calm/' " dilpai&onate>" and plau- 
iSblc invcftive to its pr^er cla/s^Azt of a mod 
malignant, though, certainly, a very Ipkndid Jbj^ 
pihejis, , • , 

Of his Rsfie^iom ^ it will be fufficient to iay« 
that lb &r as diey relpeft the Clergy of Binding- 
ham, their propriety muft depend on the truth of 
his fads :<^if we have been lliccefsfel in dete&ing 
the fallacy of ihefe^ our bufmefs with his reflexions 
js of courle a matter entirely dilcretionary, and the 
public will be able (without our afliilaacc) to form 
their own judgment on the temperi and fcrupulous 

H 2 regard 



Digitized by Google 



I 



,X0O A R£PI.Y TO 

regard for truth, manifefted in this part of the 
Dodor's work. 

Our cenfiire is not direftcd to Dr. PricfUey, in 
the charader of an injured man, but in that of an 
accufer 4ior 5n tins as arraigning the guilty y but ^ 
as the deliberate accufer of ihe innocent, and that 
not merely without fufficient evidence, but in open 
defiance of the moft palpable and uniform fcries of 
iaOs. 

Againft Dr. Prieftley, as a Dlffenter and a Uni- 
tarian, we have no ferfonal animoHty -our ex- 
ceptions to him on thcfe grounds having, in every 

inftance, been diredted to his opinions, not his fer/bn^ 
We cannot therefore but lament, that a moft un* 
provoked perfonal attack on bis part, fliould have 
made it our duty to purfiie and to e3q>oie Dr. 
Prieftley in die charafter of a fuMic Jlanderer, a/id 
upon an occafion too, wheti to have cominiferated 
. with him in his misfortunes, as an injured jtllu^u 
citizen, would have afforded us a more refined, 
though melancholy latisfeftlori. 

Dr. Prieftley, by an exercife of cruelty, which it 
was in his power alone to inflifb, would deprives us ^ 
of this gratification. By dragging us before the 
tribunal of our country, under the fufpicion of. the 
foukft crimes (aiid what ch^rafter is there which 
the authority of his talents would not render fuf- 
pe£led)_we are put upun the ungrateful tafk of , 

proving 



Digitized by Google 



DR. PRIESTtEV's APPEAL. ' 10 1 

'proving ourfelves (bmething above the rank of 

favagesy and at the very moment when it would 
have been deemed our privilege to have iympa-e 
thized as men. 

It is not permitted to the clergy of Birminghaa> 
(thus publicly arraigned as the abettors of the late 
riots) to throw in their mite of concern at the out-? 
rages that have been committed on propert]r> on 
(what is infinitely more valuable) the feelings of 
individuals^ on general fcience, and on the plainest 
dudes en* humanity :-««thefe are Interefts in which 
(if our accufer may be credited) we can feel no 
concern. 

It feems, in the opinion of Dr. Prieftley, that to 
be^ and to ^ as a man of principle in the Eftablilhed 
Church, deprives a- man, by a kind of profcffional 
neceffity, of every claim to the charafter of hu- 
manity, and levels him at once to the condition of 
a brute i — when perhaps the clergy of Birmingham 
(tliough they have noi; prefented die Dodior with 
an addrefs Of condolence) felt as much real abhor- 
rence of the injuftice offered to himfcif and friends, 
and unqueftionably did as much . tb prevent it^ 

as any of thoic more virtuous individuals, whofe 
addre^, no doubt^ add to the ornament, to the 
cxpence, and ccitainly to the value of his .prefeitf 
ppbiic^tion. 

H3 With 
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With the body of DUIeacerfi in ^kmingham wc 
have no controverfy. There are many individual 

. amongfl them whom we refpeft as citizens, and 
can highly efteem as men. We have only to regret 
dia^ fince tlie publication of the Dodor's Apptal, 
there has (contrary to. their jfi;^ profeiBons) ap^ 
peared too great a coincidence of opinion with him 
in his abu& of the clergy^ and other reipedUbk 
inhabitants of the town* How fir this coalition of 
interefts, for the opprefllon of innocent individual^ 
is likely 1^ advance their credit , with the ttitionai; 

4 

|arge^ is left for their ferious confideration. 

We iincerely lament the interrupdon which th^ 
truiquillity of the town of Birmingham has experi- 
enced from the late riots — it is 40 part of our plan 
to extend, or to perpetuate the exiftmg anioiofitiest 
At the fame time that we are ready tp make every 
finable facrifice to the general peace of die 
neighbourhood, it iccms too much to require of us, 
9s individuals, to make the purchaie at ^ expencQ 
of dbaraffer every man mv& fee, this were a con* 
cefilon di%raceful in any fituation, and wh^t^ we ^e 
convinced,, the public will not expeA from us* 
Unitarianifm, in the peribn of Dr. Prieitley, haa 
fonne time been inviting th^ aids of petibaidoo^ 
and of pcrfecution from the ckrgj ; and we have no 
doubt this will be feized as the froud occafioo of 

laying 




Digitized by Google 



t 

t 



DR. Priestley's appeal. 103 

faying in her claim to this high honour. But wc 
would, odvik that, at tbciaoie time that this triunipb 
Adeemed gbrms, it be conduced uridi moderatim. 
Though her cliampion has Juffered, it is not yet 
evident. that lie fufiered as ^OfriJUan^ mkh kfi . 
has it been nnade to appear that the tlergy were ac* 
ceiiaiy to his misfortunes. 

They feel juftly indignant at the impuution of 
having occqfiwed an injury which they endeavoured 
to prevent', and though they arc conicious of never 
having wiped to impofc any other reftraint on the 
opinions of Dr. Prieftley, than that of argument^ 
liberally conduced j they never can con lent, that 
foul an afperfion on their character ihould (without 
detcAion) be made the vehicle of thoie opinions to 
their Country, to Europe, and to Pofterity. 

Dr. Priestley ftands forward publicly as the 

accufer of the clergy of Birmingham, and he is now 
called upon as publicly by one of that body, either 
to lubftantxate, or to retraft his charges. I k may 
be affured, the author of this Reply will not Ihrink 
from the enquiry;— he invites it. For if there be 
any one motive that influences him more than an- 
other in this affair, it is the hope, that by promotiDg 
this difcuffion in vindication of the charafter of the 
innocent, he may at the fame time t^Jl Dr. Prieftky 

H 4 and 
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and the Public in a clear and full de&e&ion of the 
guilty, — Whatever therefore comes from Dr. Pricfl:* 

ley (and to bim the nation will unqueftionabiy look 
on this occaGon) (hall receive the eaiiteft attention 
-^to other anlwerers, the author will not deem hiixv-» 
fdf ^cfouptabk in this bufme^. 
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5r« ChSrnm of the Smd^f Stbeti (kmmttee. 

^\ THE faft is> they (the Diflenters) have 

a few poor children who, it is wiflied, fhould have 
the benefit of S unday fchools, without being obliged 
to delert their own places of worfhip; and many 
gendemen among the Dillenters think the pre lent 
mode of application (for the akeradon of the law. 
referred to in p. 7.) more confiftent than opening^ 
feparate fchools, after the eflablifliment of yours, to 
which they are fubfcribers. 

I remain. Rev. Sir, 

Your ob^tent fervant, 

Wm. RUSSELL/' 

To the Rev. Mr. RILAND, 
Chairman, &c, 

■ The 
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The Author is happy in having it in his power 
to corroborate his account of the biifinefi refpe£ting 
Sunday Schools, by the introdu£lion of the follow- 
ing letter, written by a Gentkmaa who .is tiniveriaUy 
allowed to have given more attention to the con- 
of that inftitution id Birmingham^ than any 
other individual whatever. 



3'a $be Rev. Mr. BURN. 

REVEREND SIR» . 

AT your requeft 1 have particu-. 
hrly recoHefted myfel^ and have alio procured th^ 
recollection of others, and have examined all the 
circumftances of the cafe, refpeAing Dn PriefUey's 
reprefentation of the faft, as by him afferted, of the 
High Church Party refcindug the order for the 
children of Diflcnting parents being permitted to 
go to their own places of worlhip, and have no 
doubt but that your reprefentation of the caie is 
pcrfcdiy right, ai^^d his is touUy wrong. 

I am your affeaionate, 

J. RILAND. 

Farfonagc^ Suttoo^ March 291 

No. II. 
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SXTSACn SENT TO THB. B1SH0P3> &«. 



ON this account (fays i5r. Pricftlcy) 
I rgoicc to fee the warmth with which the caufe of 
' Orthodoxy (that is of long eftabliihed opinions, 
however erroneous) and that of the Hierarchy is now 
taken up by its friends. Becaufe if their fyftem be 
ftot well founded, they are only accelerating its 
deftruftion. In fad, they are aflifting me in the 
proper difpofal of diofc grains q{ Gunpowder which 
have been fome time accumulating, and at which 
they have taken lb great an alarm, and which will 
CERTAINLY BLOW IT UP AT LENGTH^ and perhaps 
as fuddenly, as unexpeAedly, and as completelyj 
as the overthrow of the late arbitrary government 
of France. If an inhabitant will not fubmit to a 
thorough Examination and reafonable RepairSy of 
the building he occupies^ the confequence muft be 
that, without Gunpowder, or even a high wind, it 
mult iome time or other fall, and happy may he 
think himfelf if he can efcape unhurt from the ruins. 
If this ihould be the cafe with the Church of Eng- 
land^ the clergy cannotfaythatthey have had no^^^im* 

I ing. 
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ing* They are labouring for its deilrudion much more 

than I am. If I be laying Gunpowder y they arc 
providing the MaUb, and ibeir part of the bufmels 
leems to be in greater forwardnels than mmeJ' 

" What a contraft is now exhibited between the 
two rival nations of France and England^ and how 
may Englilhmcn blufh to look upon it." 

Another fooliflxand unjuft ff^ar, like that with 
America, which was chiefly urged by the clergy (anc^ 
fuch another, if the Court propofes, the clergy will 
certainly iccond) can hardly tail to bring their af». 
fairs to a crifis*. If they be wife, they will confider 
ibi Higus cf the "times^ and be very tci operate in all 
their proceedings. Fas eft €t ab bofte doceru 

Let them take care left, by too vigoroufly re- 
lifting our application for what was never intended 

lo hui L tliem, and what in itfcU can:ioL polTibly hurt 

them, they Iliould by tlieir own violence do them^ 

♦ When I was attending a debate in ll.c iioufc of Loi Js in tiic 
courfe of the American War, and one of the Bifhops was taking tlie 
part of the Minifter in it, the Duke of iiichmond fuddenly rofe, 
and bade the Bi{hofisli€ware of fVar, * War/ faid lie, < is atteade^ 
vriih cxpence j and if we be didrcifcd and muft have mone^ 
we know where we may get it/ Indeed^ tiie addition of one hun* 
dredand fifty millions to the national debt» occallonedby that watr 
(which maybe called a War of the Court aad of the Clergy) I coi^ 
fidcr as a great ftep towards the deftruAlon of the Hterarcbyv 
How powerful an inftrument of reformation a heavy na^onal debt 
may be, we fee in a late glorious Revolution in Trance. May aU 
j^rcat avih produce as gr^at a good,* 

felvcs 
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ielves the moft* lei'ious eviL I have always been 

avowed enemy of all W^// E/lailiJbmsnls of Chryiiamfy^ , 
but many D^eaters are not lb. I forefee, how^ 
ever, that they foon will be, and that by means of 
thefe difcuflions, the featimient will become more» 
general, in the nation at large. It begins to be. 
adopted even by the Catholics.^' 

The Utitily of ecclefiajiical ejlablijhments is a queA 
tion that it behoves die clergy always to keep out. 
o^" light as much as poffible* But their rage againft 
the t)iffenters will oiJirude it on the public, and in 
confequence of chis^ if they proceed as they have 
begun, I (hould be forry to eniure their fyftem 
twenty years longer. Whether I be more pleafed. 
or diiplcafed with their prefent violence, let them 
now judge. The greater their violence, the greater 
is our confidence of final fucceik * Becaufe it will 
excite more public dijcufjion^ "wluh is all ihui is neceffarj, 
fir owr furpofe*' 

If any perfon, whofe eye it may catch (the 
preface) take an ulefui hint from it, it will be w:eli ; 
but an old and true proverb lays. Experience keeps a 
dear fchool^ but fools will learn at no other. Nations, 
and all great bodies of men, are generally in this 
fituation. They will learn very litde except in this 
. dear fchooU" 

* Th9 palfage in Italics is here added from the particular wifii 
of Dr« Prieftley, to prove, that there U nothing improper ia the tea- 
dency of thefe extras* 

'So 
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^ So much) iddft Mr. Mtdan, for the ftrgumenta* 

tivc gunpowder of Dodor Prieftley ! 

' Fr6m the number and tineqmvocal fenfe 
thcfe complete fentences, comprized in a fingiq 
pathphler, you furely will not think it a fufficient 
excufc for you ro (ky, that they do not all ftand in 
the fame page of the pamphlet. Four of the ex- 
tfafts are really long fentences, and the only two 
Aon ones are at leaft as perfect and explicit as die 

reft. I much doubt whether another whole * EfTay 
on the principles of civil government/ will be able 
to do away their plain and direft meaning. Shall* an 
Engliihman bluih at the contrail now exhibited be- 
tween France and England i Shall an EngMfliman 
wilh for a like * glorious revolution i* Certainly a 
confiftent man would migrate to that happier Nation 
after uttering expreflions, or harbouring ideas fo un- 
n^rthy of an Engliihman* r 

* Vid. Mr. Madan's Lett, to Dr. PrieUey. 
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*« HE (Dr. Prieftley) acknowledges," 

<c the failhvy. in Gfloefis, of Adam's ttaa%tc£. 
(ion, was. intended by Moles to accouni^fbr the 
inCFoduftion of death among mankind. But ic 
is» as he calls it, a verjr /dm^ account which Moles 
had coUedted from tradition. He intimates alio, 
with rcfpeft to St, Paul's references, to this ac- 
count, that they dekrvc no veryferious regard.''-^ 
The writings of this Apoitle, he laysp abound 
with analogies and antitheles on which 710 very 

^^Jerious firefs is to be laid.'' On this pailage Dr. 

Price has the foDowihg obfervation— It is here 
an obvious refie&ion, that the introdudion of 
death by the fall, being a laft capable' of being 
proved only by fcriptural authority i and Dr. 
Priejlley not allowing that mtthority, aU dil])uces 

" with him about it muft be nugatory.'^ Vid. 

Appen. to Price's Seiloions. NoL B. 
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We ncwoeithe fiMowmg^artki^ by tbegtn^ 

tlemanwho atujh theniy and who is ready y ifnecef-^ 
Jmy^ to give fbe names of the ponies alluded wilh 
ibc drcumjlances of the con^UetfaHen^ iep0i oathm 

IN a converlation that I had with two 
gentlemen the morning of the 14th of Jiily^ who 

had previoufly declared their intention of dining at 
the Hotel on that day> I particularly noticed to them . 
the great impropriety of the intended dinner for 
flie commemoration of the French Hevoludonj^ 
ftating my doubts itfpefting the conduft of the 
work people, provided any pretence was given 
them for afiembling in numbers on that dayi and 
efpecialiy as I had obferved that an inflammatory hand- 
Ml bad ieen circulaied in feme of the numufaSlories in 
the neigbvourhoody and in particular in my own, and 
that of a gentleman near me—(md that fever al of the 
mm flnwcd a flrong difpofttim to ftrike from huftnefsy 

and 
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and were with great difficulty kept to work even in the 
early part of the day. . 

Theie circumftances I mentioned to the two 
gentlemen above referred to they, however, ap- 
peared tot^ly regardlefs of all caution, and vaunting!/ 
declared, if I could urge no ftronger reafons than 
thefe why the dinner ihoukl not be held, .they were 
determined to attend let the iffue be what it might— 
one of them adding, that, he would go if he crawled 
on his hands and knees to get there ; obfcrving at 
the fame time^ that Kings were very expinfive things 
in this country.** 



AS 
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AS we have given Mr. Dadley's 
ftatemcnt relating to the dinner on the i4ch of 
July^ we think it necelTary to miert Mr. Rufiell's 
Letter aifo^ that tlie public may compare them a£ 
their leifure. 



Mk RUSSELL'S LETTER 

TO THK 

Edilor of the Morning Cbrcn 'ule, 

N. 

SIR, 

BEING in Londoni and feeing in 
*!tbe Ttmes of yefterday the mod atrocious calumny 
that was ever laid before the public, I feel it my 
duty immediately to contradid it in the moft 
pointed terms. I do therefore declare, that the 
narrativ^e of the Birmingham Conilicutional Dinner 
is materially untrue ; and that the account given of 
the firfi Toajly in The Timesy is a mofl flagrant falfc- 
hood. It was> the King and ConJtUutim. 

K. The 
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The Meeting broke up ^without the Icaft riot or 
difturbance*. That the public may judge, whether 
the proceedings of the day> and the Toafts, were or 

were not reprehenfible, the follow lag true narrative 
is now produced, the audienticity and truth of 
which I will vouch for. 

The proceedings of the day were preceded by an 
advertifennent in the Birmingham Chronicle, pub- 
lilhcd that morning, of which die following is a 
copy: 

Birmingham Commemoration of the French Revoluthft* 

Several Hand-bills haviog been circulated in the To^vn, which 
can only be intended to create diftraft concerning the intention of 
the Meeting) to difturb its harmony, and inflame the minds of the 
people $ the Gentlemen who propofed it, think it neceflary to de- 
clare their entire di&pprobation of all fuch Hand-bills, and their 
ignorance of the authors. — Senlible themfelves of the advantages of 
a free Government, they rejoice in the extenfion of Liberty to their 
neighbours, at the fame time avowing, in the moft explicit man- 
ner, their firm attachment to the Conftitution of their ou u Country, 
as veiled in the Three Eftates of King, Lords, and Commons : 
Surely no frec-horn En^J-f.^man can refrain from exulting in this 
addition to the general mafs of human happinefs. It is t^e caufe 
of ittimamtj, it is the cauie of the people. 

* jBtrmrngbam, Jidj lU 1791* 

In the morning, however, after this was publifii- 
ed, many runmours of theprobabiiityof a riotwere 
brought to th6 friends of the Meeting 3 and as there 

♦ See pnge 120, note (A.) 

1 2 was 
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was too much reaibii to think that means had been 
u&d to protnote one*^ they determined to poftponc 
the intended Dinner, and accordingly agreed to put 

it off, and prepared a hand- bill for that purpofcj of 
which the following is a copy t 

bOended QommimortUim ^ tbt French Rmkam* 

The Friends of the intended Feftivity, finding that their views 
and intention, in confequencc of being mifconceivcd by fome, and 
jnifrcprefented by others, have created an alarm in the minds of the 
majority of the town, and it is thought, endaogered its traoquilityy 
inform their neighbours that they value the peace of the town far 
beyond the gratification of a Feflival, and therefore have determined 
to gi?e their intentions of ciining at the Hotel vpoa thia oeca* 
fion I and they very gladly improve thtt renewed oppovtunitx of 
dedariog that they are to thia hour entirely ignorant of the An- 
thor, Frioter, or FufaUflier, of the inJUipmatory Hand-biU circu- 
'lated on Monday. 

This was lint to the Printer; but before he had 
compoied iM, Mr. Dadley> the mafter of the Hotels 
attended, in conlequence of having the dinner coun- 
termanded i and reprelented, that he was fure there 
was no danger of any turnuk, and recommended 
that the dinner might be had as was intended i only 

♦ If this be intended as a rcfledion on refpeHabfe Mrmbers of the 
EJiabliJbmentj the public will now judge whether this iJiiberal in- 
fiQuation which pervades theDodcir'lAjipeaif bc indeed Aw^* 
ed by to^mmbnafin^* or not* 

t pro- 
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propofing, that the gferttl^fiieri ftould take <iare to 
break up early^ and thc^n ^1 dai;iger would be avoid- 
ed * iriiis meafure was then adbpced^ aed onkis 
given to the J: .tiiitcr Lo iup^)iefs the hand-bill*.. Ac- 
cordingly cbere was a meeting of ei^ity^ooetgtiiifi 
tlcmcn, inhabitants of the towii and f!eigfib<Jiirhood, 
at die Great Koom in the H<^ei, where they dined 
and paffed the afternoon ivith thaf focial, temperate, 
and benevolent feftivity, wliich the cpniideration of 
the great event, which has diffiifed liberty and bap* 
pinefs among a large, poruon of the bun:ian racej 
infpired. ' * 

The following toafts ^re drank, and wdrts agfteeU 

ably intermixed wich fongs, coaipofed and fung by 
fomc of the company. 



I. Tbe Kin^ and Coiiftitaladn. 

a. The National AfTembly and Patriots of France^ whore virtue 

and Wildi :n l^ i vc i aifed twenty-fix millions from the mean condition 
of fiibjc<fts Jvjipuhiin, lu the uij^mty aiiJ iiappiiicici ui iiccaicn* 

3. The AiAjiefty of tbe P«opie» . . 

4. May the New Conllitutioa of France be rendered perfed jnid 
pcrpetutL ' • • " 

5. May Great Britain, Ireland, and France, unite in perpclual 
friendihip, and may then ( iily rivalihip be the cxteafioo ^ Pea(;e 
and liberty^ Wiiilom and Vk&iie^ 

* Vid, Mr. Dadley's Statement^ in conneAioq, v^tll -this para- 
graph. 

I 3 «. The 
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6. The Rights of Man. May all nationa have the wifiiom to 
tmderftand, and the courage to affert and defend them. 

7. The true Friends of the Conflitution of this Country^ who 
wtib to preferve it» fpirit, bj corrediag its abufes. ' 

8. May the People of England never ceafe to reinonftratey UQ 

heir Parliament Incomes a true National Reprefentatioo. 

9. The Prince of VlTaks^. 

10: The United States of America. May they for cva enjoy the 

Liberty which they have fo honourably acquired. 

zx. May the late Revolution in Poland prove the harbinger of a 
more perfed fyftem of Liberty extending to that great Kingdom* 

xa. Hay the Nations of Europe become fo enlightened as never 
more to be deluged Into lavage wars, by the mad ambitm of their 

rulers. 

13. May the fvvord be never unfheathcd, but for the defence and 
liberty of our country, and then, may every man cait away the fcah* 
bardt until the people are ftfe and free* 

14. To the glorious memory of Hampden and Sydney, and other 
heroes of all ages and nations, who have fought and bled for liberty. 

15. To the memory of Dr. Price, and of all thok lUuftrious fagcs 
who have enlightened mankind on the tx:ue principles of civil 
fodety. 

* We aiuft beg leave to Aipply the followiog addtthn given vrith this 
Tosfty wblch by fome anfortanate defedin memory was overlooked by 
Mr. RttlTell, in his aeconnt of the bofiaeft, which <* he avers Co be a tntg 
one 

** May be (the Princc of Wales) ibe fwtjdom to prefer the glory 

aj being the chief cf </;/ enl 'trc free peopU^ to that of bang only 
the f^iendid fountain of corruption?* 

The worthy Churchman who prefided on tjiitoccafion, thought this 
Toad wanteij a lUtlc cxplanatioa—he has aecordingly explained it> bat in 
^fenfe fo little corrcfponding to the common one, that moderate men In 
general think he might as wcU have tbr9wn it to tbe mob^ 

x6. Peace 
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i6* Peace and gpod-wiU to all manldiid. 

17. Piorpti ity to the town of Birmingham. 

iS. A happy Meetiog to all the Friends of Liberty on the 14th 
of July,' 119%* 



it is but juitice to the liberality and public fpirit 

of an ingenious Artift of this town to mention, that 
be decorated the room upon this occalion with three 
elegant emblennatic pieces of fculpture, mixed with 
painting, in a new ilile of compoiition. The cen- 
tral piece was a finely executed medallion of his 
Majefty, encircled with a gloiy, on each fide of 
which was an alabafter obelifk ; the one exhibiting 
Gallic liberty breaking the bands of defpotifm, and 
the other reprefendng Britiik liberty in its prefent 
enjoyment. 

A truly refpeOablc g^ndeman, a member of the 

church of England, was Chairman — others of that 
profeiiion were of the company, nor w^ a iingie 
fendment uttered, or, I believe, conceived, that 
would hurt the feelings of any one friend to liberty 
and good government,' under the' haf^y conftitu« 
don we are bleffed with in this kingdom. — I aver 
this to be a true and juil reprefentadon of the pro- 
ceedings which have been fo fcandaloufly mifre- 
prefenced in the Paper above-mentioned! and am. 



V 



London, July 20, 



Sir, 

Your obedient fervant, 

WILLIAM RUSSELL. 
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(A) Mr* Ruffelly in the bMfgjdi lUs LomionJltomM ]ia% we dm* 
jedure, fallci) into another fklh inicciiraqr. 

He affures the public, that " the meeting broke up qvitbout the kajt 
rkiwdi/lMrbance" This gentleman ia his ba^ me^t, no douht^ 
to conTince the world, that the dinner wm regarded with indtfo- 
tact hf the pofutue^ and that there were no rymptoma of ridi dif- 
covcred amongft them when the company broke up. He would 
have done well to have ftated the proof of this. As he engages to 
'vouch for his account of the proceedings of that day, wc would beg 
leave to put an inquiry or two merely for iaformation* 

Had the temper fliewn by the people out of doon crtated m 
i^rfAe^fm$ in any part of the company during this temperate 
f eftivtty Was there no infinmuioB received at different times 

by the company, which made it neceflary to ufe as much expedition 
as poffihle in bringing the bulmcfs to a clofe ? Was not the ciXcdi 
of Mr. Ruffell's concluding fpcech in a great mcalure loft from this 
perturbed ftate of the company, fome of whom cculd only hear his 
patriotic lamentations over a people ccwred <witb grofs darknefty'^ 
bis firm and benevolent refolves, that the people ntujiy and that they 
fimM b^et^kntmdf Did no|; the greater part of the company 
think it expert (in this poftnre of afiaire ib entirely mtUbaif 
rht or dlftwrbane/*) to make a precipitate retreat by w^paffage 
that might fecuic them from tbe olfiroaiimt of the popidtue eolkStd 
before the Hotels And did not all this hai^)en fome hours before 
the breakiag up of oth^-r i??iaguiarj dinnerj^ which Dr. PriefHcy 
aHcrts were held| aad to which he afcribes the commencement of the 
riot I 
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ADDITIONAL REMARKS. 



IT is butjuftice to the charaderof Mr. Brooke 
(at that time Under-lheriiF, aAing with the Ma- 
giftratesj and fmce deputed by the Hundred as 
their fole Solicitor on the triak) to obferve^ that 
no individual appears to have rifl^ed more by his 
perfonal exertions during the riots than himielf. At 
Mr. Taylor's, Mr. Hawkes's, Mr. Ryland's, Mr. 
Humphrys', and Mr. Wm. RufleU's, be was one 
of the fiiit of tliofe gentlemen, who by perfuafion, 
remonftrance, and confiderable fums of money, fre* 
quently prevailed with the deluded populace to defift 
from their deitru£tive purpole* While addreffing 
the fpeftators from a window at Mr. Ryland's 
(whofe houfe he and iome oclier gentlemen had re* 
peatedly cleared of the rioters) he had a moft pro- 
vidential efcape for his life. He had been Handing 
in a bending pofture for fome time ipeaking to the 
populace, and had but juil recovered hiailclf^ for 
the purpofe of taking breath, when a large piece of 



fiirniture 
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furniture was thrown frona a window above, and 
paflfed to the ground in .the very line in which he 
had, the momciit befoie, been landing. This 
piece of furniture paiTed within two inches of his 
head, and indeed fome of his friends at a diftance, 
who faw his fituation, inftaniiy concluded he mult 
have been killed by it. 

This gentleman has fince been menaced with a 
frcfecutim for the part he took in the bolmefs. 

We truft the diftrcfled will never want protcflors 
in the hour of their calamity j— at the fame time v/e 
cannot help cxpreffing our fears, leaft the treatment 
this gentleman, and fome others, have received on 
this occafion, ihould operate as a check to fimilar 
exertions in future. A man has unqucibonably not 
much encouragement to eng^ in an enterprize^ 
in which if he efcape .with his /i/*^, he is iluc of en- 
dangering, if not of lofmg his reputaiktu 
' It is now manifeft, that there is a determination 
on the part of Dr. Prieftley, and his " more zea- " 
, lous friends," to deprive Churchmen of the credit 
of even intending any thing for the relief of the fuC* 
ferers on the late occafion. The part they took to 
quell the riots, has even been reprefented as an infult to 
the diftrefied and one ingenious admirer of the 
Doftor, illuftrated this idea in the foiiowing hap^ 
manner : • . 

. . «Thc 
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**The condud of the Church party in their attempt 
to proteft the Di0enters, &c. I can compare to 
noticing io properly as to that of a man, who fliould 
fiiik hailoo a buU-dog ^ mCj ibr the purpofe of iear-* 
ing my doaibesi but on obferving that the animal had 
proceeded/sr^i^ than was intended^ and feized me 
by the throaty he then very kin^ comes to my aC- 
fiftance^ and endeavours to. beat him offT^ 



WE cannot let the following paiTagc pals 
widiout a remark. 

I therefore think it a peculiar honour to my 

writings, than niy adverfaries have at length found 
no method of replying to them fo efiedhial as de- 
ftroying my property, and attempting my life ; 
inltigating a furious mob to commit fuch ravages 
on general literature, as the European world has 
not known fince the ages of barbarifm."' Appeal^ 



But 
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But who ait thcfc " idverfaries" of the Dodlor, 
who hav^ dcftroyed his property, attiempced hu 
fife, inftigatcd a furious mob to commit foch ravages, 
&c. and all this as the moil ciiedual method of 
replying to hu writings?" Their vely defcripcion 
confines our enquiries to Birmingham ; — but even 
here they are diftinguiflied fipom tie mak whom they 
arc faid to have " inftigated/* &c. The blame 
then muft as ufiial fall on peribns of better con- 
' dition/* and aniongit thefe the clergy muft of courie 
be regarded as principals in the guik of the above 
horrid tranfaftions. 

Will Dr. Prieftley be obliging enough to inform 

the puolic fpecifically what his adverfaries amongft 
the clergy have done beiides endeavouring (by 
what appeared to them fair difcujfwn) to expoie 
the fallacy and dangerous tendencies of Ibme of his 
politicaji and religious cpinims ^ Let him mention 
the name, and point out die traniaction, with what- 
ever he knows on the fubje&^ and he will then be 
entided to attention — till this be done fairly, " the 
peculiar honour derived to his writings" from this 

jfuppojed conduft of his adverfaries, will at beft but 

, amount to a meretricious complimentr 

The troubled imagination of this great man has 
prefented the clergy of Birmingham to his mind as 
Goths and Vandals ravaging the world of general 

liceracurei'* 
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literature \ \ as fmrkm ttmj^iratm armed with dag* 
gcrs for " the deftruftion of his perfon and as 
infatuated and mercilejs bigots who, in planning and 
executing (by a mob) this fcheme of villany, 
"verily think they have been doing God fervice.'^ 

Si£VI MAGNS SaCERUOs I 



FINIS. 
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CATALOGUE of BOOKS, 



WRITTEN BY 



Dr. PRIESrLET, 



AND PRINTED FOR 



J. JOHNSON, Bookfeller, St. Paulas Church Yaixl, LwdM. 

X. ^Y^HE Htftory and Preient State ciBUSrkityt with original £xpe* 
X riments, Illullrated with Copper-plates, 4^1 Edition, correaed 

and enlarged, 410. il. is. 

■ 1 . A PamikuT Introdu&im to the SUufy rf EkSridl^t 5th Edition, 8v6. 
at. 6d. 

3. The Hlftory and Prefent State of Dircoveries relating to Vifwn, 
Lights and Colours y % vols. 4.10. llluftrated with a f^ieat Number of 
Copper-plates, il. iis. 6d. in boards, il. i8s. bound. 

4. A Familiar Introdu<^lon to the Theory and Praftice of PerJPedive^ ' 
with Copper-plates, ad Edition, 5s. in boards, 6s. bound. 

' 5* Obfer^ations and Experiments, relating to different kinds of Air, 
and other Branches of Natural Philofophy, connefiedwith the Subjeft. 
3 vols. 870. being the former fix volumes, arranged and abridged, 

6. A He*w Chart of Hiftoty, containing a View of the principal Revo* 
luttons of Empire diat have taken Place in the World ; with a Book 
defcribing it, containing an Epitome of Univerfal Hiftory, 4th £dition« 
ICS. 6d. 

7. A Chart of Biography^ with a Book containing an Explanation of 
it, and a Catalogue of all the Names inferted in it, 6th Edition, very 
much improved, los. 6d. 

8. Lediures on Hiftoij^ and General Paiuj ^ to wiiicii is ^prefixed, an 
Effay on a Courie of Liberal Education, for Civil and AClive Life, 4to. 
in boards il. ss« 

' 9. The RtuUmeutt of Engfifi Grmmmarf adopted to die Ule of 
Schools, is« 6d* bound. 

to The above Grammar ^ wl^h Notes and Obfervations, for the Uie of 
thofe who have made fome Proficiency in the Language. The 4th 

Edition, 3s. bound. 



the Mind. To winch is added, An Efiay on a Courfe of Liberal Edu- 
cation for Civil and A6\ivcLiie, id EdiLiun, 3s. 6d. in boards. 

12. A Courje ot LeSures on Oratory and Criticifm, 410, xos. 6d in 
boards, 143. bound. 

13. An Elfay ou the firft Principles of Government, and on the Na- 
ture of Political, Civil, and Religious LiBerty, zd Edition, muchenw 
larged, 4s. in boards, 5s. bound. In this Edition are httroducid the Re- 
marks on Ciiurch Authority, in Anfwer to Or. Balguy, firmer j^pub^ 
lijbed/eparatefy* 
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14. An Examination of Dr, ReuVs Inquiry into the Human Mijid, 
on the Piinciples of Common Scnfe, Dr. Beatties Efiay on the Nature 
and Immutability of Tradi^ and Dr. Ofinakt's Appeal to Commoa 
$eiife« in Bisbalf of Reli|^» sd Edit. 5a. an bDafds»^^6s« bound. 

15. Hartley's 7%eoryo£ the Human MiMdtoa the Principle of the 
Aflbciation of Ideas, with E&ysnlatiDg to the Snbje6l of it, Svo. 58* 

in boards, 6s.boupd« 

16. Difquifitkns relating to Matter and Spirit. To which is added, 
the Hiftory of the Philofophical Doftrine concerning the Origin of the 
Son i, and the Nature of Matter j with its Influence on Chriftlanity, 
efpeciaiiy with refpeil to the Do6lniic of the Pre -exigence of Chiilt. 
Alio the Poarioe cf Philofiiphical Neceflitjr iUuilratBd, the ad Edition 
anlaiged and inuKDved, with Remaikt on thofe who have concrofeitad 
the Principles of them* a vols. Is. 6d, in boards* loa* bovnd* 

17. A Free Difcii/Sm of the DoSlrmtt cf MatirtaUfm and Pbilojb* 
pbUal Necejityy in a correfpondence between i)r. Pricr and Dr. Priefley^ 
To which are added by Dr. Prieftley, an Introdu£itony explaining the 
Nature of the Contro^'crfy, and Letters to feveral Writers who have ani» 
madverted on ins Uii^uiiitions relating to Matter and Spirit^ or his. 
Treatife on Neceflity, 8vo. 6s. fewed, 78. bound. 

18. A Defence of ttie Po6lnne of Neceffitj, in two Letters tQ th&, 
Rer. Mr. John Palmer, as. 

I^. A l*ctter to Jacob Btyoitt^ Ei^g In de£en<;e Qf Philoibpicai 
NecdSly. 

ao* Litters to a Fhibf^bkal U/ibeHever, Fart I. Cpntaining an 
Examiqattcn of the principal Obje6lions to theDo^lrioes of l^turajlRidi^ 
gion^ and efpecially tho& contained in the Writings of Mr* Humsii^, 
3$. fewed. 

^ I . Irticn to a Phdofophical Unbeliever, Pnrt II. Containing a Slate 
ot the Evidence of Revealed Religion, with Animadverfions on the two 
laft Chapters of the firft Volume of Mr, Gibbon's liijory the ^^clii^c. 
emdFallof the Roman Empire j 3s. 

%z. A Harmot^ of the E^'angeUJis in Greek. To which are prefixed* 
Criticai DiJertattoHs in Englilh, 4to. 14s. in boards, 17s. bound. 

19. ^ Harmony of the Evangeli^s m Engiijb, wuii Notet, a*id an occj- 
Bonal Paiaphrafe fortbe Ufe of the Unlearned. To whic^ are prefixedji 
Critical Diflertationsy and a Letter to theBifhopof OfToiy, 4^.'ias. in 
boards, x 5s. bound. 

«3. Inflitutet of Ifatural and Revealed Re^^ha^ in two Volumes^ 

Svo. 2d edition, los. 6d. in boards, 12s. bound. 

*4. An Hifloryqi the Corruptions of Cbrifianify, with a general Con- 
dufion, in two Parts. Part I. Containing Confiderationa addreffed. 
to Unbelievers, and efpecially to Mr, Gibbon. Part II. Containing 
Coniidfirations addrclTed to the Advocates for the prefent Eibbiiftiment, 
and efpecially to Sijbop Hserd^ a vols. Svo. las. in boards, or '14s. 
bound. * 

as. d Refly to the JnmeuhnrJkiu on the Hi/lmy of the Crniftkas 
of CNi/Ham^9 in the Monthly Review ibr Juae^ 1783 1 with Obier* 

vations 
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vations relating to the Doi^njM of the Piinkife dmidiy OMMefniii^ 

the Perfon of Ci&ri^, 8vo. xs. , 

16 . Retnarks on tbe Mojtlhly RenAenv of the Letters to Dr. HorJUy ; 
in winch the /^fcy. Mr. Samuel Badcock^ the writer of that J^eview> M 
called upon to defend what h*^ has advanced in it, 6d. 

17 Litters to Dr. Hor/uy, Archdeacon of St. Alban'3, in tliree Parts, 
containg farther £^vidt:uce tiut the Primitive Chriliian Church was 
Unitarian, 7s. 6d. 



from Original Writers; proving that the 
fyfk Unttaiiaii, 4 volt. o^lavo» tU 44, in bowdst or il. flia* bouid. 

^ J}tfme€t of Ikitmi/kh for th* Yean i^Si, i787»i788, an* 
17899 in three Pamphkn* tgfelhcr> fa* 

A Vkw of the Prittdpks and ConduSl of the FroUflani DhfaHtrt, 
wijriil^pta 10 the Cwii 984 Jkdeiiaftkai Conft^ 

31 ^rw Addrefs to Protejfant Dijfenters, oil the Subjeft of the 
I«oiti*s Supper, 3d Edition, with Additions, as. 

32 An Hiftory of the Ckrif^ian Churchy from the earlieft Pdnod tO 
the Fall of the Weftcrn Empire, z vols. 8vo. 14s. in boards. 

33 An Addrefs to P^-^f^^^s/ Z^^^lcr/^ OA the rttbj«& of giving the 
J^Qi4> Supper to Children, is. 

^4 A Fret Addrefi to Protpjiant DijjJenterSy on the Subje.5^ of ChureA 
DifctpUne with a preliminary Difcourfe concerning the Spirit of Chrif- 
tianjty, and the Corruptions of it by falfe Notions of Religion, 2s. 6cl. 

35 Letters to the Authors oi Remarks on fe'veral late Publicatwni 
relati've to tbe DtffenterS) in a Letter to Dr. PrieJtUyf is, 

%G A Letter to a Laytium^ on the Subie^l of ivir. Liadiey's ProfraAl 
for « t«fbnned EngU/b Church* oo thfi rba qf llai laiB br« Saouiel 
Cburk, 6d. 

37 7^J!f iMUrs to Dr. Mewcombe, Bifhop of Waterfordt on the 
Duration of our Savioiir*«Miiuftryi 3S.6d. 

38 Letters to the Jews $ inviting them to an amicable Diicuffion of the 
Evidence of Chriftianityy in two parts, as. 

39 Difcourfes on Farioui Suije&Sf including lemal on Partkukr 
Oeeafam^ 6s. in boards. 

40 A CeUichifm for Gnl^krntwid Tm^ Perfins, 5th Edition, 4d. 

41 A Scripture Catecbifm, confiflingof aSeriesof Q^^Aions ; with 
Keferences to flie Scriptures* inftead of Anfmrsy ^d. Edition* 3d. 

4a Dr. Watts^s Hifiorical Calecbifin* with Alterations, 6a. 

43 An 4^^tothe (erious and candid Profeflbrs of Chriftianitf, on 
the toUowing Subjects, viz. 1 . The Ufe of Realon in Matters of Reli. 
gion. r . The Power of Man to do the Will of God. 3. Original Sin. 
4. Eledion and Reprobation. 5. The Divinity of Chrift; and 6. Atone- 
ment for Sin by the Death of Chrift, a new Edition \ to which is added, 
a concifc Hiftory of thofc Doftrincs, 2d.— An edition in large print, 6d. 

44 A Familiar lilluIlraLion of certain pailages of Scripture* relating 
to the lame Subje^s* the tA Edition* 6d. 
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45 Conjiderattans for the Ufe of Young Men^ and the Parents ol* 

Young Men, ad EJinon, 2J. 

46 A Serious Addrefs to Mafters of Families, with Forms of Family 
Prayer, 2d Edition, 9d. 

47 A Free Addrefs to Proteftant Diflenters as fuch. By a Difienter. 
A new Edition, enlarged and correfted, is. 6d. An Allowance is 
made to thofe who buj this Pamphlet to give away. 

. 48 A Tree Addrtfs to tliole wHo havepetitioiied for the Repeal of the 
)ate A£bof Parliament in favour of the Roman CaihoScs, ad. or iss* 
per Hundred to give away. 

49 A General T/Vu' of the Argnments for the of Ood, and 
againft the Divinity and Pre-exaftence of Chrift, from RailbD> from; ^e 
Scriptures, uid from Ilifiory, 2d Edition, 2d. 

50 A Letter to the Right Honourable JVilUam Pitt^ Firft Lorrl of the 
Treafur}'', and Chancellor of the Exchequer ; on the Subje6\ of Tolera- 
tion and Church BJiabliJbments \ occafioned by his Speech againit the Re- 
peal of the Corporation and Tejl A£is, on Wednefday the 21ft of March, 
1 7 8 7, the fecond Edition^ i s. 

. $1 A Sermon pi-eached before the Congregations of the Old and 
Hew Meeiif^s, at Birmingham, Novembw 5, 1789, recommending 
the Condufl to beobferved by Diflenters inonkrto procure the Repeat 

of the Corporation and Teft A£ls. 

52 Refle/^ioNs on Death ^ a Sermon, preached at the New Meeting, 
in Birmingiiam, on occalion of the death of the Rev. Mr. Robinfon, 
of Cambridge, is. 

Jgg PubUJktd under the DireSm o/Dr. Pribstlky. 

THE THEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY. 

Confifting of Original ElFays, Hints, Chjeries, ^c. calculated to pro- 
mote Relig^s Knowledge, in ikV<£nw8, 8vo. Price xl. i6s. in 
boardf^ oral, as* bound. 
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